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POLITICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  SURVEY 


O  F 
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PREFACE. 


TH  E  difcovery  of  a  new  hemifphere  by  Chris- 
topher Columbus,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  conqueft  of  it,  have  been 
deiervedly  the  theme  of  a  long  (eries  of  hiftories  in 
the  (everal  langus^es  of  Europe ;  and  the  fubjed  has 
been  recently  refumed  and  illuftrated  by  a  celebrated 
Writer  among  ourfelves.— It  is  not  therefore  my  in- 
tention to  tread  s^ain  in  fo  beaten  a  track,  by  the 
recital  of  occurrences  of  which  few  can  be  ignorant, 
if  the  nobleft  exertions  of  the  human  mind,  produc- 
ing events  the  mod  fingular  and  important  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world,  are  circumftances  deferving  ad- 
miration and  inquiry. 

My  attempt,  which  I  feel  to  be  fufHciently  ar- 
duous, is. 

To  prefent  the  Reader  with  an  hiftorical  account 
of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  fettlements  made 
by  our  own  nation  in  the  Weft  Indian  iHands ; — 

To 
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To  explain  their  confHtutional  eftablifhments, 
iBtei'ual  govemtneatSy  and  nie  pc^iticai  fyftcfB  nKtifl- 
tained  by  Great  Britain  towards  them  ;— 

To  defcribe  the  manners  and  diCpofitions  of  the 
prefent  infaabitatnts,  as  influenced  by  climate,  fitua- 
tion,  and  other  local  caufes ;  comprehending  in  this 
part  of  my  book  an  account  of  the  Afjricaii  flarpc-* 
trade,  fome  ob{ervatioA»  on  tht  negro  chara^r  and 
genius,  and  lefleSiions  oa  the  fyftem  of  iUveiy  efta- 
bhihed  in  our  c<^<^ie&  ;-^ 

To  fiirniih  d  mcMre  cc»nprehen{lve  act<ft>at  thaA» 
has  hitherto  appeared  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Sugfur! 
Iflands^  in  geo^ral^  and  of.  .their  rich  aad  valuftbiiir 
ilaple  commodities^  fug&r,  indigt^  cc^eei  and  cot-' 
ton,  in  particular  ^-^finaily, 

To  difpky  the  vjiridud  and  widely  extended- 
branches  of  theic  domnactee  i  pointing  out  the  reki- 
tions  of  each  towards  the  other,  a^  towards  t^ 
feveral  great  interefts,  the  mantifisu^urcs,  aavigfltic^ 
revenues,  and  lands  of  GtcsBt  Britain  Z"- > 

These,  together  with  feveral  collateral  difquifi-* 

tions,  are  the  topics  on  which  I  have  endeavoured 

to  collet,  and  convey  to  the  public,  ufeful  and  ac*» 

ceptable  infor^oaiioii*    Their  imf^toACO  will  not 

4  be 
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be  liifputed,  and  1  .h«f  e  fioiiy  to  lament  diat  my  abi- 
litiet  arc  not  mace  equal  to  die  taflc  i  have  under* 
taken. 

BvT,  before  i  proceed  to  inveftigations  merely 
political  and  oommerctal,  1  have  ventured  on  a  se- 
trofpe&ive  ^irvey  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
Weft  Indian  inlands  when  £tft  diicoFered  by  Co- 
Uunbus ;  )cnd  I  hai^e  ^ideaK^ouoed  to  ddiaeate  the 
aoft  promtnertf  features  in  the  chara£ber  and  genius 
of  their  ancient  inhabitants^  I  was  led  to  a  refearch 
of  this  natuoe,  not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
uni&muty  to  my  woik,  but  becauie,  havii^  refided 
many  yiears  in  the  countries  of  which  I  write,  I 
pveftime  to  t^k  that  I  am  ibmewhat  better  quali- 
fied to  judge  <^f  '^  iniluenoe  of  climate  and  fitnar- 
tkni,  on  the  difpofition,  tender,  and  inteHeds  of 
their  inhabitants,  than  many  43£  thofe  writers,  who, 
widioipt  the  £uQC  advantage,  have  undertaken  to 
compile  fyiftems,  and  esftablifh  conclu£»ns,  on  this 
fia^A.  I  conceime  that,  unlefs  an  author  has  had 
the  benefit  of  aduai  expeiience  and  perfonal  obier- 
vaition,  neither  genius  nor  induftry  can  at  all  times 
enable  him  to  <guard  c^ainA  the  nuibkes  and  nnf> 
f«|)f^ntatian6  of  piejudioed,  i^noiaat,  or  interefied 

men; 
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men ;  to.  whofe  authority  be  fubmits,  merely  fixxn 
)tbe  want  of  advant^es  which  thoiie  who  have  pof^ 
lefled  them  have  perverted.  He  is  liable  even  to 
he  mifled  by  preceding  authors,  who  have  under> 
taken,  on  no  better  foundation  than  himfelf,  to 
^mpile  hifbories  and  form  fyftems  on  the  fame  fub~ 
jejf): : .  for  when  plaufible  theories  are  deduced,  with 
ii^enuity  and  eloquence,  from  fads  con£idently  af* 
feite^ )  he  fufpeds^not,  or,  if  he  fufpeds,  is  cau-r 
tious  of  aiTerting,  that  the  foundation  itfelf  (as  it 
frequently  happens)  is  without  fupport ;  that  no 
fuch  fads  adually  exift,  or,  if  exifting,  are  acciden- 
tal and  local  peculiarities  only ,•«— not  premifes  of 
Sufficient  extent  and  importance  whereon  to  ground 
general  conclufioas  and  fyflematical  combination. 

I  HAVE  been  induced  to  make  this  remark  frcuxi' 
perufing  the  fpeculations  of  Monf.  BufFon  and  fome 
other  French  theorifts,  on  the  condition  and  cha- 
rader;  of  the  American  nations.  Whether  from  a 
defire  to  lefTen  the  fh-ong  abhorrence  of  all  mankind 
at  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
conquefb  of  the  New  World,  or  from  a  flrange  affec- 
tation of  paradox  and  Angularity,  falfely  claiming  the 
honours  of  philofbphy,  thofe  writers  have  ventured 

to 
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to  ailert,  that  the  air  and  climate,  or  other  physical 
phenomena,  retard  the  growth  of  animated  nature  in 
the  New  Hemifphere,  and  prevent  the  natives  from 
attaining  to  that  perfe6kion  at  which  mankind  arrive 
in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  variety  of  foil,  climate,  and  feafons,  which 
prevail  in  the  feveral  great  provinces  of  North  and 
South  America ; — ^notwithftanding  that  the  abori^- 
nal  inhabitants  were  divided  into  a  great  many  d^e- 
rent  tribes,  and  diftinguifbed  alfo  by  many  different 
languages ;  it  is  pretended  that  all  thofe  various 
tribes  were  uniformly  inferior,  in  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  and  the  capacity  of  improvement,  to  the 
reft  of  the  human  fpecies;  that  they  were  creatures 
of  no  coniideratidn  in  the  book  of  Nature; — denied 
the  refined  invigorating  fentiment  of  love,-— and  not 
pofieiHng  even  any  very  powerful  degree  of  animal  de- 
fire  towards  multiplying  their  fpecies.  The  author  of 
a  fyftem  entitled  *  Rechercbes  Philofophiquesfur  les 
Americains  *  declares,  with  unexampled  arrogance, 
that  there  never  has  been  found,  throughout  the 
whde  extent  of  the  New  World,  a  fingle  individual 
of  fuperior  fagaeity  to  the  reft.  And  the  fcope  of 
hi&  treatiie  k  to  demonftrate,  that  the  poor  favages 
Vol.  I.  a  were 
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vrere  a<{lu4tedy  not  by  reafoir,  brart  by^  a*  ^t  of  aht- 
laal  mftm<^ ;;  tliatr  Nattivey  han^g^  bigftbwtfd  dtl  tliii' 
^.hole  fpecies  a  certain  finall<  de^ee  of  intelled!,  to^ 
whiph  tliey:  ^11  individudly  attairty  placed  ah  ihfur- 
niQuntable  barrier  ^jainft  their-  ftirdier  progrcfs  z—^' 
o^  <Jpurfe>  that  tbcy  are  not  {prop«-ly  fpeaking)  fneft, 
but  beings  of  a  feoondary  and  fubordinate  rknk  in' 
ther  fcale  of  creation. 

Although  our  own  leaitied  Hiftoriaii/'^jj  is  mucbr 
too  enlightened  to  adopt,  in  tHeir  fiilleft  exfeht,- 
thefe  opinions  ;t— which  cannoti  indeied,;  be  read- 
without  indignation;*— yet  it'  is diiSpoffibl6^  to  deny, 
that>  they  have  had  fomt  degree  of  innaeriee  in  the 
genoral  eflimate  which  ht  has  fraiUdd  Of  the  Am6ri> 
can  chaca^r ;  for  he  afcribes  to  all  the-  natives  of 
the  New-  World  many  of  thofe-  imperrc£lions  <mi- 
which  the  fyftera  in  queftioa  is -founded  5  and  re- 
peatedly aflerts,  that  "  the  qualities  belonging  to 
the  people  of  ail  the  different  tribe's  may  be  painted 
with  the  feme  features /^^.'*  With  this  bias  on 
his  pen,  it  is^  not  wonderful  thit  the  auAbr  is  feme- 
times  chargeable  with  repugnancy  and  contradic- 


(a)  Dr.  Robertfon.  (b)  Uiftory  of  America,  Vd.  L  p.  aSo  lod  28$. 

I  '  tion. 
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;iio».  .Thut  we  ^e  txM  that  *^  the  Amefiduis  are, 
in  an  aipazmg  degree,  firangers  to  the  firfli  inftind 
of  nature  (a  paflion  fep  the  fex),  and,  in  every  part 
of  the.  Ntsm-Wxtrlc^  \sgssl  their  women  with  cold- 
nefs  and  indiifoenc^  (^c)%*  Yet  we  find  (bon  after- 
warxk,  that,  *^  in  tfitne  countries  of  the  New  World y 
i^e  women  are  valued  and  admired,  the  animd! 
pg{^on.o£  the  (exes  becomes  ardent,  and-  the  dii!blu^ 
t^oo.  bfi  their  manners' is  exceffive  (dy,^^  It  is  efte* 
where,  oyeryed^  that  ^*'  the  Americans  were  liot 
pinly.ayerfe  to  toil,  but  incapable  o£  it,  and  funic 
under  tafks  which  the  people  of  the  other  continent 
would  ha^se  perfonned  with  eafe  j  and  it  is  added,' 
that  "  this  feeblenefs  of  conftitution  was  univerjhly 
and.  may  be  confidered  as  cbaraBeriJiic  of  thet 
fpecies.  (e)^*  It  appears,  however,  in  a  fubfcquent" 
page,  that-  "  wherever  the  Americans  have  been 
gradually^  ^ccuftomed-  to  hard  labour,  their  confti- 
tutions.  become  robuft.  enough  to  equal  any  effort" 
of  the  natives  either  of.  Afi-ica  or  Europe  (/]/.'^ 
I^erfonal  debility,  therefore,  could  not  have  been 
the  peculiar-ckaradkriftic  of  the  American  fpecies  ;« 

(t^^  Hiflprjf  of  Ameria^^Vol,  L  p.  291,.  {d).  P.agj&rf  . 

(t)  P.  290.  {f)  P.  294. 
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for  tlie  Ijuman  frame,  in  every  part  of  the  globes 
acqiures  ftrength  by  ,gradtial  employment,  and  k 

comparatively  feeble  without  it,  "> 

Again  :  Among  the  qualities  which  the  Hifto^ 
rian  confiders  as  univerfally  predominaixt  in  ,thc 
Americans,  he  .afcribes  to  them,  in  ^  remartaMr-' 
degree,  a  hardnefs  of  heiart  aiid  a  brutal  inienfibility 
to  the  fuflerings  of  their  fellow-creatures.  (g)<*^ 
"  So  little  (he  obferves)  is  the  Weaftof  a  ^vs^e 
fufceptible  of  thoie  fentiments  which  prompt  men 
to  that  feeling  attention  which  mitigates  diftrefs, 
in  fome  provinces  of  America  the  Spaniards  have 
found  it  neceflary  to  enforce  the  common  duties  of 
humanity,  by  pofitive  laws  (hl^  Neither  is  thi«. 
account  of  their  inflexibility  confmed  to  the  fcro^- 
cious  barbarian  of  the  northern  provinces,  or  to  the 
miferable  outcafl  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  The  author 
extends  his  defcription  to  all  the  uncivilized  in- 
habitants of  the  New  Hemifphere.  It  conflitutes . 
a  fliiking  feature  in  his  general  eflimate ;:  for  he 
eftabliflies  it  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  "  in  every 
part  of  the  deportment  of  man  in  hia  lavage  ftatc,.: 

9 

(g)  Hiftory  of  Americt,  Vol.  I.  p.  405^  (i)  P-  ^o 

whethfic 
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wiiethef  towards  his  equals  of  the  htunan  ^ecieS) 
(M*  towards  the  animals  below  him,  we  recognize 
the  fame  character,  and  trace  the.  operations  of  9. 
mind  intent  on  its  owa  gratifications,  and  regulated 
by  its  own  caprice,  without  much  attention  or  fen- 
fibility  to  the  fentiments  and  feelings  x)f  the  beings 
around  him  /V/. 

Certainly  the  learned  Author,  while  employed' 
in  this  reprefentation,  had  wholly  forgotten  the  ac- 
OMint  which  he  had  before  given  of  the  firft  inter- 
view between  the  Spaniards  and  the  natives  of  Hif- 
paniota«  when  a  fhip  of  Columbus  was  wrecked  on 
that  ifland.  **  As  foon  (fays  the  Hiftorian)  as  they' 
heard  of  the  difafter,  they  croudjcd  to  the  fhore, 
with  their  prince  Guacanahari  at  their  head.  In- 
ftead  of  taking  advant^e  of  the  diftcefs  in  which 
they  beheld  the  Spaniards,  to  attempt  any  thing  to 
their  detriment,  they  lamented  their  misfortune -zo/ZiS 
tears  af  Jincere  condolance*  Not  latisiied  with  this 
unavailing  exprefEoa  of  their  fympathy,  they  put 
to  fea  a  vaA  number  of  canoes,  and,  under  the  di-^ 
redlioii  of  the  Spaniards,  afUfted  in  faving  whatevei^ ' 

f}}  Hift9^  of  Americi^  Vol;  I.  p.  407;. 

could 


•  ••- 


XIU 


5    R    E    r    4    p    E. 

could  be  got  put  .of  i^he  wreck  i  and  by  the  united 
labour  or  To  many  nands,  almoft  every  thincr  of 
value  was  earned  alhore.  Guacanahari  in  perfon 
took  charge  of  the  goods,  and  prevented  the  njul^i- 
tude  not  only  from  embezzling,  but  even  from  in- 
Ipefting  too  cunoully  what  belonged  to  their  gui^fts. 
Next  mommg  this  prince  vifited  Columbus,  and 
endeavoured,  to  confole  him  for  his  lots  by  offerim  all 
/i6^/  Ag  po]jeJjed.to  repatr  it,. 

Thus  exceptions  prefent  themfelves  to  every  ge- 
neral.cbnclufionl  until  we  are  burtliened  with  their 
variety :— -And  at  laft  we  end  luft  where  we  began; 
for  the  wondprnil  uniformity  which  is  faid  to  have 
diftinguifhed  the  American  Indians,  appears  to  be 
as  littlp  founded  in  nature,  as  it  is  fupported  hy, 
analog. 

07tW  other  branches  of  my  work,  great  part, 
I  prefume  to  think,  will  be  new  to  inany  of  mv 
readers/   I  Tiave  riot  niet  with  any  book  that  even 

Fetehds  to  furnifh  a  comiarehenfive  and  fatisfadlory 


iyfterii  *  of  agriculture  praftifed  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
is  almoft  as  inuch  unk^io^trn  to  xh^  people  of  Great 
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Britain  as  that  or  Japan.  They  know,  indeed,  that 
fugar,  and  Indigo,  and  coftee,  and  cotton,  are  raifed 
and'  produced  there ;  but  they  are  very  generally, . 
and  to  a  lurpriljhg degree,  uninformed  concerning  the 
method  by  which  thofe  and  other  valuable  commo- 
dities are  cultivated  and  brought  to  perfeftion.  So 
reiharkable  indeed  is  the  want  of  information  in  this 
relpe^,  even  among  perlbns  of  the  moft  extenfive 
general  knowledge,  that  in  a  law  quefiion  which 
came  by  appeal  froth  one  of  the  Sugar  Iflahds  a  few 
years  ago,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  prefided 
at  the  hearing,  thinking  it  neceflary  to  give  fome 

the  nature  of  rum  and  melaffes  (much 
being  ffated  in  the  pleadings  concerning,  the  value 
of  thofe  comaioditres)  aflured  his  auditors  with 
great  folemnity,  that  "  melailes  was  the  raw  and 
uncbnco^ed  juice  extracted  from  the  cane,  and 
from  which  fugar  was  afterwards  made  by  boil- 

H^m ^  ^ , ,  ,  , , 

On  the  fubTe<^  of  the  flave  trade,  and  its  conco- 
mitant  circumftances,  fo  much  has  b^en  £dd  of  late 
by  others,  that  it  may  be  fuppoled'  there  remains  . 

-  '  •  f 

{h)  1  give  thir  anecdote  on  the.autfaonty  of  a  Jamaica  gentleman  who  was' 
pcefcnt  \  a*  perCon  of  undoubted  veradt]^. 

but 
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but  little  to  be  added  bjr  pie.    .  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  my  account,  both  of  the  ttade^  and  the 
•  liluation  of  the  endaved  negroes  in  tl>e  Britiih  co- 
Ibnies,  differs  very  eflentially  from  the.  reprefenta- 
been  given,  not  only  in  a  great  va- 
lets and  other  put^lications,  but  al{b 
:  witneffes  that  were  examined  be- 
; '  of  commons.     The   public    muft 
us,  at)d  I  {hould  be  in  ho  pain  about 
le  charaflers  of  (bme  of  ^hofe  perfons 
'who  have  flood  forth  on .  this  occafion  as  accufers 
of  the  refident  planters,  were  as  well  known  in 
Great  Britain,  as  they  are  in  the  Weft  Indies.  What 
I   have  written  on  thefe  fubjeSs  has  at  leafl  this 
advantage,  that  great,  part  of  my  oblervations  are 
founded  on  perfonal .  knowledge  and  aflual  expe- 
rience :   and  with  regard  to  the  manners  and  difpo- 
litions  of  the  native  Africans,  as  diftinguiflied  by 
national   habits,  and   charaQeriftic  features,  I  ven- 
ture to  think,  that  my  remarks  will  he  found  both 
new  and  interefting. 

After  all,  my  firft  objeS  has  been  truth,  not 
novelty.  I  have  endeavoured  to  coUefl  ufeful 
knowledge  wherefoever  it  lay,  and  when  I  found 

books 


PREFACE.  xvH 


books  that  could  fupply  what  I  fought,  I  have 
ibmetimes  been  content  to  adopt,  without  alteration, 
what  was  thus  fumifhed  to  my  hands.  Thus,  ez- 
trads  and  paf&ges  from  former  writers  occupy 
{bme  of  thy  pages;  and  riot  having  always  been 
careful  to  note  the  authorities  to  which  I  refbrted, 
I  £nd  it  now  too  late  to  afcertain  the  full  extent 
of  my  obligations  of  this  kind.  They  may  be 
traced  moft  frequently,  I  believe,  in  the  firft  and 
iaft  parts  of  my  work  :  In  the  nrft,  becaufe,  when 
I  began  my  tafk,  I  had  lefs  c<»ifidence  in  my  own 
refources  than  I  found  afterwards,  when  pradice 
had  rendered  writing  familiar  to  me ;  and  in  the 
lad,  becaufe,  when  my  labours  grew  near  to  a  con- 
clufion,  I  became  weary,  and  was  glad  to  get  aif- 
fiftance  wherefoever  it  <^ered. 

From  living  rather  than  from  written  informa- 
tion, however,  have  I  generally  fought  affiflance, 
when  my  own  refources  have  proved  deficient  j  and 
it  is  my  good  fortune  to  boafl  an  acquaintance  with 
men,  to  whom,  for  local  and  commercial  knowledge, 
our  flatefmen  and  fenators  might  refort,  with  credit 
to  themfelves  and  advantage  to  the  public.  On  this 
occafion,  neither  the  gratitude  which  I  owe  for  fa- 

Voj..  I.  b  vours 


JtviU  PR    E    F    A    C    E. 

vpurs  befiowed,  nor  the  pride  whidk  {.feel  SeotA  4^ 
honour  of  Jus  fiiendfhip)  will  allow  me  to  -doooeid 
.the  name  of  Edward  Long,  Bfqwre,  tliie  author  .^ 
the  Jamaica  Hift<»y,  Do  wh<m  I  am  firf^  and  jf^rm^ 
fipailyi :  indebted ;  and  Ivho,  •  with  the  Hbeialitjr 
which  always  accompaiiies  true  genius,  has  i^ea  as 
careful  to  €<^e<9:  my  emor$,-aod  aiUduous-  to  i^pply 
tsty  dok^y  4s"if  hi^'own  well^^afned  reputf^ti^n 
had  depended  on  the  iiTuie. 

(  FoH  great  psfrt'  of  tiie  materials  which  compD(<^ 
the  Hiftory  of  Gxtnstd^i  I  i^tiii  under  oUigations  t^ 
Thomas  Campbell)  E^uire,  ^meily  fpeaker  of 
the  afiembly-  of  that  ifland,  who,  .through  meant 
of  a  friend,  furnished  fuch  anfwers'to  queries  that 
I  fent  him,  as  encourage  me  to  preibit  thait  portion 
of  my  work  to  the  public  with  -a  confidence  which 
I  dare  not  aiTume  in  my  account  of  fome  other  of 
the  iflands.  Yet,  even  with  regard  to  mod  of 
the/e,  I  have  no  caufe  to  complain  that  ailiftance 
has  been  oftentimes  denied  me.  Conceming  Bar-- 
badoes  and  Saint  Chriilopher's  in  particular,  I  have 
been  favoured  with  much  accurate  and  acceptably 
informaticM),  by  John  Braithwaice  and  Alexander 
Douglas,  Efquires,  gentlemen  who  are  intimately. 
2  acquainted 
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•^oqcaiotied  yrilh-  the.  cooceriM  of  thok  (Colonies; 
and.  the  poleke  and  dxeerful  readine^  with  which 
tfas^  iatisfted  my  ienqmries^  entitle'  them  to  this 
|wbtic  teftimony  of  my  thanks. 
'  The  ikmc  tribute  k  in«ft  jufDf  due  to  Benjamin 
YaughaiK  and.  Geooge  Hibbeft,  Bfquifes,  merchants^ 
of  London,.,  foe  manjr  exce£ten&  and  impoptant  re-^ 
]]itHrk$>  and  mocfa  valuable  matter ;  wkieb,  ajt  kagth, 
have  enabled  me  to  look  back  ckh  the  cofRinercial' 
dliii|iniitiQn&  ifL  the  laft  book,  wkh  a  de^ne-  iff  (a-' 
ttftfadioa  that  zL  one  period  I  defpmred  of  obtkin- 
i(^  I  being  well  apfvized  tbattlns  part  of  my  wotk 
Willi  cm.  many  accoonts,  be  moft  obnoxiovM  fo  cri-i- 
tietfsr.     That  it  is  how  rendeccscb  ^Eee  hota  ad£* 
tabcs^  I  do  not  indeed  ptetoad.    In  all  refearcheft^ 
of  a  pcditical  and  oommeroial  natuve^  the  bed?  au**^ 
thontiesi  ace  fiimelkues^  £dliisie ;   and  fhe^  19  fre-* 
qiiently  nmck.  dififecence  bot&  ia  general^  opinion' 
aadb  particiiior  conxputatiion  between  thole  who  Bfc 
equally  IbHcotads  for  the  difooioei^  o^  truths     The 
fiids, '  bowBveTy  that  I  kanre  coliei^d  caiinot  fail-  to^ 
bs/of  ufe,^  whether  tUe-  conchi^ons  I  have  drawn 
hami  them^btf  well  fiumdedor  not. 
:Ic  joGita;:  bese  dofe  this-iatrodudiu^-dilcom^, 
: >  b  2  and 
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and  leave  my,  book  ta  the  candour,  of  jny- readers ; 
but  h^yipg  made  my  xtcknowledgmeots  to  thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  giv«i  me  their  kind  afliftance 
in  the  compilation  of  it ;  and  fueling,  in  common 
with  all  the  inhabitants  .of  the  Britiih  Weft  Indies, 
a  juil  fenfe  of  indignation  at  the.  malignant  and 
unmerited  afpeffions  which  are  daily  and  hourly 
thrown  upon  the  planters,  for  fuppofed  improper 
and  inhuman  treatment  of  their  African  labourers ; 
I  fhould  ill  acquit  myfelf,  as  the  hiilorian  of  thofe 
colonies,  if!  oinittcd  this,  opportimity  of  giving 
my  teftimony  to  the.  fulnefs  qf  their  graticudej 
their  honeft  pride  and  lively  feniibility,  at:  behold* ' 
ing)  in  a  Son  of  their  beloved  Soviereign>  the  gene* 
rous  a(&rtor  of  their  rights,  and .  the  ftrenuous  and 
able  defender  of  their  injured  chara&ers,  and  in- 
iulted  honour  I  The  cohdefcending  and  uniblidted 
interpoiGition  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  on  this  oc-> 
caiQon,  is  the  more  valuable,  as,  happily  for  the 
planters,  it  is  founded  on  his  Royal  Highiieils's  per- 
fonal  obfervation  of  their  manners,  and .  knowlec^e' 
of  their  difpoiitions,  acquired  on  the  fpot*  Thus, 
patronized  and  prote^led,  while  they  treat  widi 
iilent  Icorn  and  deierved  contempt  the  bafe  efforts 

.    •  of 
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of  thofe  peribns' wlixy,  without  the  leaft  knowledjge 
of  the  fubjefti  aflid)  them  with  obloquy  and  out- 
rage, they  find  a  dignified  fupport,  in  the  coh- 
fcioiifnefs  of  their  own  innocence,  even  under  the 
mifguided  zeal  slhd  unfavourable  prepofTedions  of 
Better  men^  It  might  indeed  be  hoped,  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  truth  and  humanity,  th2itfucb  men  would 
now  frankly  acknowledge  their  error,  and  ingenu- 
oudy  own,  that  we  have  been  moft  cruelly  tra- 
duced, and  ignominioufly  treated  :  If  this  be  too 
much  to  a(k>  we  ma^y:  at  lead  ejjtpe<Sk  that  gentle- 
men of  education  £uid  candour  will  no  longer  p^- 
fift  in  affording  countenance  to  the  vulgar  pre- 
judices of  the  envious  and  illiberal,  by  giving  Cur- 
rency to  fuggeflions  which  they  cannot  poflibly 
know  to  be  true,  and  which  we  know  to  be  falie^ 
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After  requ^lng  die  retdor  £ai>4v4<m'flt&f4Mo\wigai)roM^aiid'««ftC 
!has  fiirthcr  to  obftrve,  ihat  the  firft  part  of  the  work  was  wntten  before  his  Return  t<f 
the  Weft  Indies  in  ihe  begiofcbg  df  1.787;*^^  ctiiWidcraBfo  part  wh^  ^e  wa&  there,  ftn4 
the  remainder,  with,  mod  of  the  notes,  (inee  his  return  to  Great  Britain,  in  the  autumn 
of  1792.  It  ma/  pofltbly  be  fpund  tberefcce^tbat  eveots  and  chances. of  a  |»olitifiai  and 
cotmnereial  natirre  have  taken  phpfi,  during  the  tioe  ivhlbh  el^pfea  iiv  the  progreit  of 
the  work,  thftt  have  paiTed  unnoticed  in  it ;.  and  the  aotbor  h  ap^cehen&ve  alfo,  that 
there  are  m  feme- of  his  pages^  from^  the  fame  caofs,  appearances  of  anachronifm ;  whiC{T» 
however,  it  wa<  impofiible  wholI]r  to  remove,  without  newl^  arraogioj^  and  modelling  thp 
-work  thcougfaouc.  .... 
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Page^,  Kne-i,.  forX^ariSiean,  rtTid  CtraraittaH,    Tms  error  otoirs  ih  many 

places,  and  is  here  noted  once  for  all. 
7*  5r,  laft  liney  for  her,  read-iti;  ukd^ipplj  t!ie  (kme  correditm  once  m  line  ;» 

and  twice  in  line  8,  of  p.  52.  ,  .   ,        • 

B.  6i»  line  1%,  for  capalh,  rtnAfi^iptitki 
P.  70,  lines  1 2  and  I3»  for  to  bave$  read  as  hmin^ 
£•.1839  fine  21,.  for ^^cw«^-^#i  read y^Ai#f*  •  - 

P.  216;  in  the  fecond  line  ef  the  note  at  loot,  for  u»  reai  tfi.. 
F*  234*  in  the.Tabk  oCImports,  Thofe  iipom>  Ircbrnd  are  fiate<l«t  ^.  3fO|Oooi  ifi«- 

dead  of  ^.  277,000,  the  moie^  of  which  is  J^,  138,500,  infttad  of  £,  175,000. 

In  the  fame  tabit:  the  imports firom  tha  ITnitedi States  cf  Aneika  fLQiii\k 

£.  190,000,  inftead  of  £.  90,009.     TheCe  corredions   make  the  fum  total 

j(.  1^5)16,232.  5./.  4/^k  inilead'of  if:  t,43a,73ft.  5^.4^ 
P.  235,  line  II,  for  £.  1,(84,518.  14/.  4/.  read  £.  1,643,01^  14^.  4^. 
Fw  246,  the  funs  total  of  tie  fecoad  oihmfi^  of  tfft.firft  table  ;ftoidibe  ^.  2^074. 

infteadof/.  16,074. 

P.  J77V  line^c^  after  the  wotdrnygfCA^^Hi  mf/ifi^ii/f  ^S»mn^ 

P.  402>  line  z,  dele  the  word  /i&^. 

F«  42a*  line  4«  £u^ZMisaf^.caad  Ua/mt^ ' 

P.  43 If  line  5,  for  jf .  1,200,  read  £.  1,000. 

ve-t.  ir. 

P.  36.  line  6,  alter  the  word  fmrchafi^  iafert  occafiuuJij;  and  dde  the  word  amamlh 

in  the  fame  line. 
P.  54,  line  11,  after  mmn,  infert  w. 
P.  ti^.  line  ^,  after  St^  Marfs,  infert  aor^ 

P.  115^  lines  18  and  19,  dele  earljhtikt,KxA\xk{entbicmJlatnfraaicetf.gMngiuJ^ 
P.  119,  line  14,  dele  or  about  7^,  and  infert  nubicb  is/omewbat  mntier/even* 
P.  1 3 1,  line  2,  after  the  wend  labotarert  infert  in  bis  own  climato. 
P.  147,  line  ;j.  after  negro,  infert  aicording  to  bisjtrengtb. 
P.  209,  lad  line,  zixtrUmds,  infert  andlarnds^ 
P.  2 12,  line  20,  for  //  oiiZ/y,  read  are  called, 

P.  215,  line  4  from  the  bottom,  dele  om  btmdnd to  om  hmulred ^md  t^uxenty^  and  m« 
fert  ^(y  to  eighty. 

P«  41J,  line  5  from  the  bottom*  dde  ^ipp  fumisr^  undtottn  Jo  di/iant  a  fttarter. 
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Geographical  arrangement. — Name.^-^limafe.^^^Sea^breeze^  and 
Land-wind. — Beauty  and  Jingularity  of  the  vegetable  and  ani^ 
mal  creation.-'-^MagmJicence  and  fiAlimtty  of  the  mountains  : 
re/k&ioas  concerning  their  origin,  Gfc, 

GEOGRAPHERS,  following  the  diftribution  of  Nature,   CHAP. 
divide  the  vaft  Continent  of  America  into  two  great         L 
parts.  North  and  South ;  the  narrow  but  mountainous  Ifthmus    *-    "-"  -^ 
of  Darien  ferving  as  a  link  to  conneft  them  together,  and  airat 
forming  a  rampart  againft  the  encroachments  of  the  Atlantic 
on  the  one  fide,  and  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  other.    Thefe 
Vol.  I.  B  great 
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BOOK  great  Oceans  were  anckatly  diftipguifhad  alfo,  ft-om  their  rela- 
^*         tive  fhuation,  by  the  names  of  the  Northjand  South  Seas/^y. 

Namt.  To  that  pitodigious  <:hain  of  Iflands  which  extend  in  a  curve 

from  the  Florida  Shore  on  the  Northern  Peninfula,  to  the 
Gulph  of  Maracaybo  on  the  Southern,  is  given  the  denomination 
of  PTefi  Indies,  from  the  name  of  India  originally  ailigned  ta 
tsbom  by  Cclombiis,  Thii  ittuAriouf  Navigator  pknoed  his 
expedition,  not,  as  Raynal  and  others  have  fuppofed,  under 
the  idea  of  introducing  «  New  Worid  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Old;  but,  principally,  in  the  view  of  finding  a  route  to^ 
India  by  a  Weftern  navigation ;  which  he  was  led  to  think 
would  prove  lefs  tedious  than  by  the  Coaft  of  AftfGSL :  a^id  this 
conclufion  would  have  been  ]uft#  if  thp  geography  of  the  An- 
cients, on  which  it  vrzs  founded,  had  been  accurate  ^^y.  Indeed^ 

fo 

(a)  The  appellation  of  Nortbj  applied  to  that  part  of  the  Atlantic  which  flows 
into  the  Gulph  ofDarien,  feems  now  to  be  entirely  difufed ;  but  the  Pacific  is 
ftill  commonly  called  the  South  Sea*  It  was  difcovered  in  15x3,  aod,bavif^  be^n 
firft  entered  cowards  the  South,  mighty  perhaps,  have  derived  its  name  from  that 
circiimftiiiee. 

(b)  ^^  The  fpberical  figure  of  the  eartfa  was  knqwH  to  the  ancient  geographers. 
They  invented  the  method  ftill  in  ufe,  of  computiJig  th&lmigiciide  andiatitude  of 
different  places.  According  to  their  do£bine,  the  equator  contained  360  degrees  ;. 
thefe  they  divided  into  twenty-fi}ur  parts, or  hours,  oach  equjd  to  fifrten  degrees. 
The  country  of  the  Seres  or  Sina:  being  the  fartheft  part  of  I^dia  known  to  the. 
ancients,  was  fuppofed,  by  Marinus  Tyrius,  the  moft  eminent  of  the  ancient  gco.«- 
giepbers  before  Ptokmy,  to  be  fifteen  hours,  or  225  degrees  to  the  eaft  of  the  firft 
loeridiao,  paffing  throug^i  the  Fortiioate  Iflands.  If  this  (uppofition  was  well  found- 
ed, the  country  of  the  Seres,  or  China,  was  only  nine  h^urs,  or  1^35  degrees  weft 
from  the  Fortunate  or  Canary  Iflands  ',  and  the  navigation  in  tbat  dirdftipp  wif^ 
fluieb  (horter  than  by  the  courfe  which  the  Portuguefe  were  purfuiqg."    From 

this 
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£o  Brmly  perfuaded  was  Columbus  of  its  truth  and  certainty^ 
that  he  continued  to  affert  his  belief  of  it  after  the  diicovery  of 
Cuba  arid  Hifpaniola;  not  doubting  that  thofe  iDands  confli* 
tuted  fbdie  part  of  the  Eaftern  extremity  of  Aiia :  and  the 
nations  of  Europe^  fatisfied  with  fuch  authority^  concurred  in 
the  fame  idea.  Even  when  the  difcovery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
had  demonftrated  his  miftake,,  all  the  countries  which  Colum- 
bus had  vidted  ilill  retained  the  name  of  the  Indies ;  and  in  con- 
tradifUni^on  to  thofe  at  which  the  Portugueie,  after  pafling  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope»  had  at  length  arrived  by  an  Eailern  courlcj 
they  were  now  denominated  the  Indies  of  the  Weft  (c). 

Among  the  Geographers  of  thofe  days,  however,  there  were 
fome,  who  envying  the  glory  of  Columbus,  or  giving  more 
credit  to  ancient  fable  than  to  the  achievements  of  their  cotem- 
poraries,  perfifted  in  afligning  to  the  newly-difcovered  Iflands 
the  appellation  of  Antilia  or  Antiles :  the  name  (acco;  ding  to 
Charlevoix)  of  an  imaginary  country,  placed  ia  ancient  charta 
about  two  hundred  leagues  to  rfie  Weftward  of  the  Azores ;  and 
it  is  a  name  ilill  very  generally  ufed  by  foreign  Nav^ators,  al-^ 

this  account^  for  which  the  reader  i$  indebted  to  the  learned  Du  Robertfoii,  it  it 
cvidencthattfaeichetneofColcRnbus  was  founded  on  rational  fyftematicai  prto^ 
cipieS)  according  to  the  light  which  his  age  aftbrded ;  whereas  if  he  had  propofed^ 
without  anjr  fnch  fupport,  to  dticoyer  a  new  hemifpherc  by  failing  weftward ; 
he  would  have  been  jaftly  confidered  as  an  arrogant  and  chimerical  projedor, 
and  fuccels  itfelf  would  not  have  reconciled  his  temerity  to  the  fober  di^tes  of 
xeafon. 

(c)  Columbus  failed  on  his  firft  voyage  the  3d  of  Auguft,  I492«  In  1494 
Bartholemus  Dias  difcovered  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  it  was  not  doubled 
till  (he  year  1497,  when  Vafquez  de  Gama  fucceeded  (for  the  firft  time  10 
inodern  navigation)  in  this^  as  it  was  then  fuppofed,  fonnidable  attempt. 

B  2  though 
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though  the  etymology  of  the  word  is  as  uncertain^  as  the  applU 
cation  of  it  is  unjuft.  To  the  Britifh  nation  the  name  beflowed 
by  Columbus  is  abundantly  more  familiar :  and  thus  the  whole 
of  the  New  Hemifphere  is,  with  us,  commonly  comprifed  under 
three  great  divifionsj  North  America,  South  America,  and 
the  Weft  Indies  {dj. 

But,  fubbfdinate  to  this  comprehcnfive  and  fimple  arrange- 
ment, neceffity  or  convenience  has  introduced  more  minute 
and  local  diftinftions.  That  portion  of  the  Atlantic  which 
is  feparatcd  from  the  main  Ocean  to  the  North  and  to  the 
Eaft,  by  the  Iflands  I  have  mentioned,  although  commonly 
known  by  the  general  appellation  of  the  Mexican  Gulph,  is 
itfelf  properly  fubdivided  into  three  diftindt  Bafins :  the  Gulph 


(d)  The  term  Jntiks  is  applied  by  Hofiman  to  the  Windward  or  Caribbean 
Iflands  only,  and  is  by  him  thus  accounted  for :  **  Dicuntur  Antilae  Americae 
quaft  ante  Infulas  Americae,  nempe  ante  nugores  Infulas  SinAs  Mexicani**  Hoff^ 
man  Lexic.  Univ.)  Rochfort  and  Dti  Tertre  explain  the  word  nearly  in  the  (ame 
manner,  while  Monf.  D'Anville  applies  the  name  to  thofe  Iflands  only,  which  are 
more  immediately  itppoftd  tOj  or  fituated  againfty  the  Continent :  thus  he  terms 
Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Porto  Rico,  the  Great  Antilesy  and  the  fmall 
Iflands  of  Aruba,  Cura^oa,  Bonair,  Magaritta,  and  fome  others  near  the  coaft  of 
Caraccas  on  the  Southern  Peninfula,  the  Lefi  \  excluding  the  Caribbean  Iflands 
;dtogether.  A  recurrence  to  the  early  Spanifli  Hiftorians  would  have  demoDftrat* 
cd  to  all  thefe  writers,  that  the  word  Antilia  was  applied  to  HHpaniola  and  Cuba^. 
before  the  difcovery  either  of  the  Windward  Iflands,  or  any  part  of  the  American 
Continent.  This  appears  from  the  following  paflfage  in  the  Firft  Book  of  the 
Firft  Decad  of  Peter  Martyr,  which  bears  date  from  the  Court  of  Spain  November 
1493,  eight  months  only  after  Columbus's  return  from  his  firft  expedition  \ 
«*  Ophfranl  Infulam  fefe  reperifle  refert :  fed  Cofmographonim  traAu  diligenter 
t:onfiderato^  Antilta  Infulx  funt  iUae  et  adjacentes  aliae ;  hanc  Hifpaniolam  appella-^ 
Tit,  &c/' 

of 
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of  Mexico,  the  Bay  of  Honduras^  and  the  Caribbean  Sea  (e). 
The  latter  takes  its  name  from  that  clafs  of  Iflands  which 
bound  this  part  of  the  Ocean  to  the  Eaft.  Moft  of  thefe 
were  anciently  poffeiTed  by  a  nation  of  Cannibals,  the  fcourge 
and  terror  of  the  mild  and  inoffenfive  natives  of  Hifpaniola,. 
\^K>  frequently  exprelfcd  to  Columbus  their  dread  of  thofe 
fierce  and  warlike  invaders,  fliling  them  Charaibes,  or  Carib- 
bees  (f).  And  it  was  in  confequence  of  this  information^  that 
the  Iflands  to  which  thefe  favages  belonged,  when  difcovered 
afterwards  by  Columbus,  were  by  him  denominated  generally 
the.  Caribbean  Iflands. 

Op  this  clafs,  however,  a  group  nearly  adjoining  to  the 
Eaftern  fide  of  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico,  is  likewife  called  the 
Virgin  liles;  a  diftindion  of  which  the  origin  will  be  explained 
in  its  place  (g). 

Neither  muft  it  pafs  unobferved,  that  the  name  of  Bahama 

($)  Vide  Introduflion  to  the  Weft  Indian  Atlas,  by  Jefferies* 

Xf)  Herrera,  lib.  i.    Fen  Columbus>  chap,  xxxiii. 

^g)  It  maybe  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  the  old  Spanifh  Navigators,  in  fpeaking  of 
the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  in  general,  frequently  diftinguifh  them  alfo  into  two 
dafles,  by  the  terms  Barhroento  and  SotavenU^  from  whence  our  ff^ndward  and 
Liiward  Iflands ;  the  Caribbean  conftituting  in  ftri£k  propriety  the  former  clafe 
(and  as  fuch  I  (hall  fpeak  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  worlc),  and  the  four  large 
Iflands  oFCuba,  Jamaica,  Hifpaniola,  and  Porto  Rico,  the  latter.  But  our  Eng- 
lifli  mariners  appropriate  both  terms  to  the  Caribbean  Iflands  only,  fubdividing 
them  according  to  their  (ituatk>n  in  the  courfe  of  the  trade  wind  ;  the  Windward 
Iflands  by  their  arrangement  terminating,  I  believe,  with  Martinico,  and  the  Lee-» 
ward  commencing  ait  Dominicai  and  extej^ding  to  Porto  Rico. 

is 
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BOOK  is  commonty  applied  by  the  Englifh  to  that  claAtr  of  final! 
'•  iflands,  rocks,  and  reefs  of  fend,  which  ftretch  ki  a  Nordi^weif^ 
tserly  dircdlion  for  the  fpace  of  near  three  hundred  leagues,  from 
the  Northern  coaft  of  Hifpaniola  to  the  Bahama  Strait,  Ojpp0fit6 
the  Florida  Shore*  Whether  this  appellation  is  of  Indian  ori>^ 
gin,  as  commonly  fuppofed,  is  a  qudlion  I  cannot  janli^tr  $  t»i^ 
ther  does  it  merit  very  anjdoua  inveftigatioin  t  fU  thefe  little 
illands  have  defervedly  a  claim  to  partictdar  notice  i  fot  it  was 
bne  of  them  f&J  that  liad  the  honour  i>f  firft  rbeeiving  Cdlum- 
bus,  after  a  voyage  the  moft  bold  and  maghifitieni  in  defign^  and 
the  moft  important  in  its  confequences,  of  any  that  die  mind  <^ 
man  has  conceived,  or  national  adventure  undertaken,  from  the 
^beginning  of  the  world  to  the  prefent  hour. 

iClimatc.  Most  of  the  countries  of  which  I  prapD&  to  trtai  being 

fituated  beneath  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  the  circumilances  of  cli- 
mate, as  well  in  regard  to  general  heat,  as  to  the  periodical  rains 
and  coniequent  variation  of  feafons,  are  nearly  dbe  fame  throng- 
out  the  whole.  The  temperature  of  the  air  varies  ifadeed  con- 
liderably  according  to  the  elevation  of  the  knd ;  tut,  with  diis 
exception,  the  medium  degree  of  heat  is  much  the  fame  in  all 
ihe  countries  of  this  part  of  the  globe« 

A  TROPICAL  year  feems  properly  to  comprehend  but  two 
diilinft  feafons ;  the  wef  and  the  dry ;  but  as  the  rains  in  thefe 
climates  conilitute  two  great  periods,  I  fhall  defcribe  it^  like  the 
European  year,  under  four  divi£on&. 

{h)  Guanabani.    The  whole  group  is  calkd  by  the  Spaniards  tiiicayos. 

The 
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The  imrml  feofon,  or  Spring,  may  be  faid  to  commence  CHAP. 
the  mon^  of  May,  when  the  foliage  of  the  trees  evidently  ^' 
becomes  more  vivid,  and  the  parched  favannas  begin  to  change 
their  rufiet  hue,  even  previous  to  the  firfl  periodical  rains, 
which  are  now  daily  expe<fted,  and  generally  iet  in  about  the 
foiddle  of  the  month.  Theib,  compared  with  the  Autumnal 
tsoi^  may  he  iaid  to  be  gentle  (bowers.  They  come  from 
-the  Sputh,  aod  commonfy  £til  every  day  about  noon,  and  break 
up  wkh  thunder-ftorms ;  creating  a  bright  and  beautiful  ver- 
dnse,  a^Dd  a  rapid  and  iuxudant  vegetation.  The  thermometer 
at  thk  &a£>n  varies  considerably  y  commonly  falling  fix  or  eight 
degrees  immediately  after  the  diurnal  rains  :  its  medium  height 
may  be  flated  at  75*'» 

After  thele  rains  have  continued  about  a  fortnight,  the 
weather  becomes  dry,  fettled,  and  falutary ;  and  the  tropical 
Summer  reigns  in  full  glory.  Not  a  cloud  is  to  be  perceived  ^ 
and  the  fky  blazes  with  irrefiflible  fiercenefs.  For  fome  hours,, 
commonly  between  feven  and  ten  in  the  morning,  before  the 
letting  in  of  the  fea-breeze  or  trade-wind,  (which  at  this  fea- 
fon  blows  from  the  fbuth-eaft  with  great  force  and  regularity 
until  late  in  the  evening)  the  heat  is  fcarcely  fupportable ;  but, 
no  Iboner  is  the  influence  felt  of  this  refrefhing  wind,  than  all 
Nature  revive8>  and  the  climate,  in  the  ihade,  becomes  not 
only  very  tolerable,  but  pleafarit.  The  thermometer  now  va- 
ries but  little  in  the  whole  twenty-four  hours :  its  medium,, 
near  the  coafl^  may  be  flated  at  about  So\  I  have  feldom 
obierved  it  higher  than  85*  at  noon>  nor  much  below  y^""  at 

fim^rife^  " 

3  The. 
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BOOK        Th£  nights  at  this  feafbn  are  tranfccndently  beautiful.     The 
^  cleamefs  of  the  heavens,  the  ferenity  of  the  air,  and  the  foft 

tranquillity  in  which  Nature  repofes*  contribute  to  harmo^ 
nize  the  mind»  and  produce  the  moil  calm  and  delightful 
fenfatiohs.  The  moon  too  in  thefe  climates  difplays  far  greater 
radiance  than  in  Europe :  the  fmallefl:  print  i^  legible  by  her 
light;  and  in  the  moon's  abfence  her  function  is  not  illfupplied 
by  the  brightnefs  of  the  milky- way,  and  by  that  glorbus  planet 
Venus,  which  appears  here  like  a  little  moon,  and  glitters  with 
fo  refulgent  a  beam  as  to  cail  a  (hade  from  trees,  buildings^  and 
other  objects,  making  full  amends  for  the  fhort  flay  and  abmpt 
departure  of  the  crepufculum  or  twilight  ft'J. 

This  ftate  of  the  weather  commonly  continues,  with  lit- 
tle variation,  from  the  beginning  of  June  untU  the  middle 
of  Auguft,  when  the  diurnal  breeze  begins  to  int^mit,  and 
the  atmofphere  becomes  fultry,  incommodious,  and  fufFo* 
eating.  In  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  and  moft  part  of 
September,  we  look  about  in  vain  for  coolnefs  and  comfort. 
The  thermometer  occafionally  exceeds  90%  and  inftead  of 
a  fteady  and  refrefhing  wind  from  the  fea,  there  are  ufually 
faint  breezes  and  calms  alternately.  Thefe  are  preludes  to 
the  fecond   periodical  or  Autumnal  feafon.     Large  towering 

(!)  In  the  inouniainoi>s  and  interior  parts  of  the  larger  iflands,  innumerable )!>y* 
Jiies  abound  at  night,  which  have  a  furprifmg  appearance  to  a  ftranger.  They 
confift  of  different  fpecies,  fome  of  which  emit  a  light,  refembling  a  /park  of  fire, 
from  a  globular  prominence  near  each  eye  ;  and  others  from  their  fides  in  the  a<£l 
of  refpiration.  They* are  far  more  luminous  than  the  glow-worm,  and  fill  the 
fiir  on  9i\  fides,  like  fomany  living  ftars,  to  the  great  aftonilhment  and  admiration 
of  a.Uaveller  unaccuftonied  to  the  country.—- In  the  day-time  they  difappe^r* 

cloud$^ 
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clouds,  fleecy,  and  of  arcddifti  hue,  are  now  fecn,  in  the  morn-  CHAP, 
ing,  in  the  quarters  of  the  fouth,  and  fouth-eaft ;  the  tops  of  !• 
the  mountains  at  the  fame  time  appear  clear  of  clouds,  and  the 
objeifls  upon  them  wear  a  blueifh  caft,  and  fcem  much  nearer 
to  the  fpeftator  than  ufuaL  When  thefe  vaft  accumulations 
of  vapour  have  rifen  to  a  confiderable  height  in  the  atmoiphere, 
they  commonly  move  horizontally  towards  the  mountains,  pro- 
claiming their  progrefs  in  deep  and  rolling  thunder,  which, 
reverberated  from  peak  to  peak,  and  anfwered  by  the  diftani 
roaring  of  the  fea,  heightens  the  majefty  of  the  fcene,  and  ir- 
reiiftibly  lifts  up  the  mind  of  the  fpedatof  to  the  great  Author 
of  all  fublimity. 

The  waters,  however,  with  which  thefe  congregated  va- 
pours load  the  atmofphere,  feldom  ^1  with  great  and  general 
force  until  the  beginning  of  Oddber.  It  is  then  that  the 
heavens  pour  down  cataraifts.  An  European  who  has  not  vi- 
iited  thefe  climates,  can  form  no  juft  conception  of  the  quan- 
tity of  water  which  deluges  the  earth  at  this  feafon :  by^  an 
exadt  account  which  was  kept  of  the  perpendicular  height  of 
the  water  which  fell  in  one  year  in  Barbadoes  (and  that  no 
ways  remarkable)  it  appeared  to  have  been  equal  to  iixty^feven 
cubical  inches. 

It  is  now  (in  the  interval  between  the  beginning  of  Au- 
guft  and  the  latter  end  of  October)  that  hurricanes,  thofe 
dreadful  vifitations  of  the  Almighty,  are  apprehended.  The 
prognoftics  of  thefe  elementary  conflids,  have  been  minutely 

Vol.  I.  C  defcribed 
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B  O  (^  l&   defctibed  by  various  writers^  And  dietr  elFe<£t6  ate  known  b;f 
I'         kte  fnournfui  experience  to   tvtty  inhabitAUt  ^  eveiy  ifland 
mthin  the  tropks^  but  tiieir  immediate  caufe  ^ms  to  lie  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  circuttiicribed  knowledge^ 

ToWAfe©«  the  end  erf  Nov^ftiber,  or  fometime^  not  till  thfc 
middle  of  December^  a  confiderable  change  in  d)e  temperature 
of  the  air  is  perteivable.  The  coafts  to  th&  northward  are  now 
ijeaten  by  a  foUgh  and  h$avy  &&,  roaring  widli  inceifant  noife  i 
the  lyind  varies  fbm  the  eftft  to  the  north-^eaft  atid  nor^^  ibuie^ 
tiines  driving  before  it,  acro(b  «he  higheft  motrntains^  6ot  onl]^ 
heavy  rains  but  hail;  till  at  lengthy  the  north  wind  having 
acquired  fufficient  force,  the  atmofphere  is  cleared ;  and  now 
comes  on  a  fuccefiion  bf  fercne  and  ple^ant  weather>  the  north- 
'eaft  and  northerly  winds  fpread^g  coolne&  and  delight 
^oughout  iiie  whole  of  this  Ibufwing  region* 

If  this  interval,  therdfor^  fmm  December  to  March,  be 
called  winter^  it  is  certainly  t^e  iineft  winter  on  the  globe. 
To  valetudinarians  uid  perfons  advstficed  in  life,  it  is  the  cl»- 
mate  of  Paradife* 

The  account  which  I  have  thus  given  is,  however,  to  be 
received  not  as  uniformly  exadt  and  minutely  particular ;  but 
as  a  general  reprefentation  otaty,  fubjed  to  many  variations  and 
exceptions.  In  the  large  ilknds  of  Ciiba>  Hifpanioia,  and 
Jamaica,  whi>fe  lofty  movnitains  are  dothed  with  fbrefts  per- 
haps  as  old  ds  the  deluge,  the  mine  ^K  much  mort  frequent 
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and  viclent  than  in  tho  ibnall  i(land$  to  wiftdwtffd  i  ibtm  of  C  H  A  P^ 
which  are  without  mauntaina^  and  otfaeiis  without  wood ;  both  !• 
powerful  agents  on  the  atmofphere«  In  the  interior  and  ele« 
vated  diAric^s  of  the  three  foraier  iflands^  i  believe  there  are 
ihowers  i^  every  moniii  of  the  year ;  and  on  the  northerft 
coafts  of  thofe  iflands,  confiderable  raias  arc  expeiSed  in  De« 
cepiber  or  January,  foon  after  the  ietting  in  of  the  north 
winds. 

Or  the  trade«wind,  or  diurnal  fba^hreese,  which  blcnr^  ia 
thefe  climates  from  the  eaft,  and  its  cofktend  points,  with  little 
intermifHon  or  variation  nine  months  in  the  year,  the  caufes 
having  been  traced  and  difplayed  yrbdi  great  diligence  and  ac- 
curacy by  Dr.  Hallcy,  and  repeated  by  numerous  writers,  it 
Is  unnece^ry  for  rae  to  treat ;  but  the  peodiari^  of  the  land^ 
wind  by  night  (than  which  nothing  can  be  more  grateful  and 
refre(hing)  has  been  lefs  generally  noticed.  This  if  an  ad-^ 
vantage,  among  others,  w^ich  the  larger  iflapds  of  the  Weft 
Indies  derive  from  the  great  inequality  of  their  furface  i  for  as 
foon  as  the  fea-breeze  dies  away,  the  hot  air  of  the  plains  be- 
ing rarefied,  afcends  towards  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  is 
there  condenfed  by  the  cold  j  wliich  making  it  fpecifically 
heavier  than  it  was  before,  it  defccnds  back  to  the  plains  on 
both  iides  of  the  ridge.  Hence  a  night- wind  is  felt  in  all  the 
mountainous  countries  under  the  torrid  ^^ooe^  blowing  on  aU 
fides  from  the  land  towards  the  Ihore,  fo  that  on  a  north  fhora 
the  wind  fhaU  come  from  the  fouth,  and  on  the  fouth  fliorc 
from  U^c  north*     Agreeably  to  this  hypothefis,  it  is  obferv- 
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BOOK    able  that  in  the  iflands  to  windward,  where  they  have  no 
^*  mountains,  they  have  no  land-breeze  (k). 

m 

But  I  now  turn  to  fcenes  of  uncommon  variety  and  luflre  f 
to  a  retrofpedt  of  thefe  Iflands  as  they  muft  have  appeared  to 
the  iirft  difcoverers ;  than  which,  beheld  from  the  fea,  no  ob-- 
jcHs  in  nature  could  have  been  more  ilriking  to  the  imagi* 
nation ;  not  only  from  the  novelty  of  the  fcene,  but  alfo  from 
the  beauty  of  the  fmaller  iflands,  and  the  fublimity  of  the 
larger,  whofe  lofty  mountains  form  a  ftupendous  and  awful 
picture ;  the  fubjedt  both  of  wonder  and  contemplation. 

Nor  did  thefe  promifing  territories  difappoint  expe£tation 
on  a  nearer  fearch  and  more  accurate  infpedion.  Columbus, 
whofe  veracity  has  never  been  fufpcifted,  fpeaks  of  their  beauty 
and  fertility  in  terms  of  the  highefl:  admiration  i  '*  There  is  a 
river  (he  obferves  in  one  of  his  letters  to  King  Ferdinand) 
which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  harbour  that  I  have  named 
••  Porto  S^ntof/J,  of  fufficient  depth  to  be  navigable.  I  had 
**  the  curiofity  to  found  it,  and  found  eight  fathom.     Yet  the 

(Jt)  The  account  thus  given  of  the  Iand-wind>  is  chiefly  in  the  words  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  whofe  dcfcription  is  fo  precife  and  accurate  as  to  admit  of  no  improve- 
ment. In  Barbadoes,  and  moft  of  the  fmall  iflands  to  windward,  the  fea-breeze 
blows  as  well  by  night  as  by  day.  It  is  fomedmes  the  cafe  in  Jamaica  in  the 
mondis  of  June  and  July,  the  land  at  that  time  being  heated  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  air  of  the  mountains  is  not  fufficiently  denfe  to  check  the  current  which 
flows  from  the  fea* 

(I)  In  Cuba* 

^  water 
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*•  water  16  fo  limpid,  that  I  can  eafily  difccrn  the  fand  at  the 
**  bottom.  The  banks  of  this  river  are  embelliflied  with  lofty 
**  palm-trees,  whofe  fhade  gives  a  delicious  freflinefs  to  the  air  ; 
^  and  the  birds  and  the  flowers  are  uncommon  and  beautiful. 
^  I  was  fo  delighted  with  the  fcene,  that  I  had  almoft  come  to 
^  the  refolution  of  flaying  here  the  remainder  of  my  days ;  fop 
**  believe  me,  Ske^  thefe  countries  far  fiirpafs  all  the  reft  of  the 
•*  world  in  pleafure  atid  conveniency ;  and  I  have  frequently 
**  ob&rved  to  my  people,  that,  with  all  my  endeavours  to  con- 
vey to  your  M^efty  an  adequate  idea  of  the  charming  objeifts 
which  continually  prefent  thcmfelves  to  our  view,  the  de- 
fcriptidii  will  fall  greatly  ihort  of  the  reality  J' 
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Hdw  ill  informed,  or  prejudiced,  are  thofe  late  writers, 
therefore,  who,  aiFeding  to  difbelieve,  or  endeavouring  to 
palliate,  the  enormities  of  the  Spaniih  invaders,  reprefent  thefe 
once  delightful  ipots,  when  firft  difcovered  by  Columbus,  to 
have  been  fb  many  impenetrable  and  unhealthy  deferts  1  It  is 
true,  that  after  the  Spaniards,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  bloody 
years,  had  exterminated  the  ancient  and  rightful  poiTeiTors,  the 
earth,  left  to  its  own  natural  fertility,  beneath  the  infk^nce  of 
a  tropical  fun,  teemed  with  noxious  vegetation.  Then,  indeed, 
the  faireft  of  the  iflands  became  fo  many  frightful  folitudes, 
impervious  and  unwholefome.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
Jamaica  when  wrefled  from  the  Spanish  Crown  in  1655,  and 
fuch  is  the  condition  of  great  part  of  Cuba  and-  Porto  Rico  at 
this  day ;  for  the  infinitely  wife  and  benevolent  Governor  of 
the  univerfe,.  to  compel  the  exertion  of  thofe  faculties  which 

.  he. 
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BOOK   lie  has  given  tis^  has  ordained,  that  by  human  cultivatbn  alone» 
I*         the  earth  becomes  the  proper  habitation  of  man  (m).- 

But  as  the  Weil  Indian  lilands  in  their  ancient  ftate  were 
not  without  culture,  io  neither  were  they  generally  noxious  to 
health*  The  plains  or  favannas  w^ e  regular^  fom^,  twice  in 
the  year,  with  that  fpecies  of  grain  which  is  now  well  known' 
in  Europe  by  the  name  of  Turkey  Wheats  It  was  called  by  the 
Indians  Mabez^or  Maize  y  a  name  it  iftiU  beari  ifi  aU  the  lilands'; 
nor  does  it  require  very  laborious  cidtiyaliont  This  hovrever 
conftituted  but  a  part  only,  and  not  the  moft  confiderabie  part, 
of  the  vegetable  food  of  the  natives*  As  thefe  ooontries  wtref 
at  the  fame  time  extremely  populous,  both  the  hills  and  the 
vallies  (of  the  imaller  iflands  efpecially )  were  neceflarUy  cleared, 
4>f  underwood,  and  the  trees  which  remained  ailbrded.  a  ihade 
that  was  cool,  airy,  and  delicious*  Of  theie,  fome,  as  the 
papaw  and  the  palmeto/^;^^,  are,  widiout  doubtf  i3ie  moft  grace^ 

(m)  Dr.  Lind,  in  his  <«  £%  on  the  Difeires  of  Ifot  Climates,"  has  preferved 
an  extra£):  from  the  Journal  of  an  Officer  who  failed  up  a  river  on  the  coaft  of  Gui- 
nea, which  affords  a  ftriking  illuftration  of  this  remark:  ^  We  were  (fays  the 
^^  Officer^  thir^  miles  diftant  from  the  Ilea,  in  a  country  alt<^ether  uacuktvated^ 
^<  overflowed  with  water— Surrounded  with  thick  impenetrable  woodsy  and  w^t* 
^^  run  with  flime.  The  air  was  fo  vitiated,  noifome  and  thick,  that  our  torches  and 
^  candles  burnt  dim^  andfeemed  ready  to  be  extif^ujjhedi  and  evenihe  human  voice 
**  loft  its  natural  tone"    Part  I.  p,  6^. 

(n)  The  fpecies  here  meant  (for  there  are  fevend)  is  Ae  palmeto-royal,  or 
mountain-cabbage.  Ligon  mentions  fome,  at  the  firft  iettkment  of  Barbadoei^ 
about  200  feet  in  height^  but  Mr.  Hughes  obferves,  that  the  higheft  tor  his  time, 
in  that  ifland,  was  134  feet.  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  I  have  feen  them  in 
Jamiaca  upwards  of  150  feet  In  height  |  1)ut  it  is  impolSble  to  ipeak  with  cer- 
tainty without  an  adual  meafurement. 
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ftfl  of  aU  the  vegeftftble  creation.  Others  contmue  to  \>ud, 
bio&>m,znd  bear  fruit  throughout  the  year.  Nor  is  it  unde*- 
ierviftg  notice,  that  the  great  Father  of  maakiad  has  difplayed 
his  goodneis  even  in  the  ftru<%ure  and  forn^ation  of  the  trees 
thena&lves ;  for,  the  foliage  of  the  i]K>fl  part  fpringing  only 
A0m  the  fuomsut  of  the  trunks  and  thence  expanding  into 
wide--^eading  branches^  clo&iy  but  elegajitly  arranged^  every 
Ifrove  is  an  ai&mhhige  of  majeftic  columns,  jEuppor ting  a  ver** 
daat  canopy,  and  ^duding  the  fun,  viriihout  impeding  the  cir- 
cuktion  of  the  air^  Th«s  the  flaade^  at  aflitime^  in^rvious 
to  the  -bkiz^  and  refreflied  by  the  diurnal  breeze,  affords^  not 
jnerely  a  rclbge  from  occafional  inconvemency^  hut  a  fXH>Oi 
wholefome  and  ddiightful  xe&eat  and  hahi;tattiMi« 

Such  were  theie  orchards  of  the  Sun,  and  woods  of  perennial 
verdure ;  of  a  growth  mtkocmn  1o  the  fbigid  clime  and  lefs  vi-* 
gorous  foil  of  Europe ;  for  what  is  the  oak  compared  to  the  cedar 
or  mahogany,  of  each  of  which  the  trunk  frequently  meafures 
from  eighty  to  ninety  feet  from  the  bafe  to  the  limbs  ?  What 
European  foreft  has  ever  given  birth  to  a  ftem  equal  to  that 
of  the  ceiba  foj,  which  alone,  fimply  rendered  <x>ncave,  has. 
been  known  to  produce  a  boat  capable  of  containing  one  hun- 
dred per£:)ns  ?  or  the  ftill  greater  .fig,  the  Xovereign  of  the  vege- 
table creation,*— itfelf  a  foreft  fpj  I 

(fi)  The  wild  eottOA  iree. 

(p)  This  monarch  of  the  woods,  whoTe  empire  eactnids^  orer  Afiaand  A&ica,^, 
«$  well  as  the  tropical  facts  of  Ameiica^  is  deifcrihedfay  aurilivijie  Pe^st  withv 

'great  cxadnds; 

The 
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The  majeftic  fccncry  of  thcfe  tropical  groves  was  at  the 

fame  time  enlivened  by  the  lingular  forms  of  fome,  and  the 

furprifing  beauty  of  dthers  of  the  inferior  animals  which  pof- 

feflcd  and  peopled  them.     Although  thefe  will  be  more  fully 

delcribed  in  the  fequel,  a  few  obfervations  which  at  prefent 

*occur  to  me,  will,  I  hope,  be  forgiven.     If  it  be  true,  that  ki 

moft  of  the  regions  of  the  toi?rid  zone  the  heat  of  the  fun  is,  as 

it  were,   reflected  in   the   untameable  ficrcenefs  of  their  wild 

beafls,  and  in  the  exalted  rage  and  venom  of  the  numeroiits 

*  ferpents  with  which  they  are  iniefted,  the  Sovereign  Difpofer 

of  all  things  has  regarded  the  Iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies  widi 

-peculiar  fkvour ;  inafmuch  as  their  ferpents  are  wholly  d^ftitute 

of  poifon  (q)^  and  they  poflefs  no  animal  of  prey,  to  defolate 

their 

The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renownM, 
But  fuch  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  and  Decan,  fpreads  her  arms, 
'Branching  fo  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bearded  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 
Above  the  mother  tree,  a  pillar  djhade^ 
High  mver-arcVdy  and  echoing  waits  between  ! 

Paradife  Loft,  Book  IX. 
It  is  called  in  the  Eaft  Indies  the  banyan^tree,  Mr,  Marfden  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  dimenfions  of  one,  near  Manjee,  twenty  miles  weft  of  Patna  in 
Bengal:  Diameter,  363  to  375  feet;  circumference  of  the  (hadowat  noon,  2 116 
.  feet  5  circumference  of  the  feveral  ftems,  in  number  fifty  or  fixty,  921  feet. 
Hift.  Sumatra,  p«  131. 

(q)  I  fay  this  on  the  authority  of  Brown,  Clarlevoix,  and  Hughes  (of  whom 
the  firft  compiled  the  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  the  fecond  that  cf  Hifpaniola,  and  the 
4aft  of  Barbadoes)— on  the  teftimony  of  many  gentlemen  who  have  refided  in  le- 
veral  of  the  Windward  Iflands— and  on  my  own  experience  during  a  rcfidence  of 
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their  vallies.  The  crocodile^  or  alligator,  is  indeed  iooietimes  CHAP, 
difcovered  on  the  banks  of  their  rivers ;  but  notwithftanding  all  ^* 
diat  has  been  £iid  of  its  fierce  and  &vage  difpofition»i  I  pro* 
nounce  it»  from  my  own  knowledge,  a  cautious  and  timid  crea* 
tdre,  avoiding,  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  the  approach  of 
man.  The  reft  of  the  lizard  kind  are  perfe(ftly  innocent  and 
inoffenfive.     Some  of  them  are  even  fond  of  human  (bciety. 

XAeeti  years  in  Jamaica.  In  that  time  I  neither  knew  nor  heard  of  any  perfim 
bjBing  hurt  from  the  bite  of  any  one  fpecies  of  the  numerous  fnalces  or  lizards 
known  in  that  ifland.  Some  of  the  (hakes  I  have  myfelf  handled  with  perfeA 
fecurity.  I  conclude,  therefore  (notwithftanding  the  contrary  aflertion  of  Du 
Tcrtre  refpeffa'ng  Mardnico  and  St  Lucia)  chat  all  the  Iflands  are  providentially- 
exempted  from  this  evil.  Neverthelefi  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  circum- 
ftance  is  extraordinary ;  inafmuch  as  every  part  of  the  continent  of  America, 
but  efpecially  thofe  provinces  which  lie  under  the  Equator,  abound  in  a  high  de« 
gree  with  ferpents,  whofe  bite  is  mortal,*— — Mr.  Bancroft,  in  his  Account  of 
Guiana,  gives  a  dreadful  lift  of  fuch  as  are  found  in  that  exteniive  country ;  and, 
sn  fpeaking  of  one,  of  a  ipecies  which  he  calls  the  finall  laharroj  makes  mentiom 
of  a  negro  who  was  unfortunately  bit  by  it  in  the  finger.  The  negro  had  but 
juft  time  to  kill  the  (hake,  when  his  limbs  became  unable  to  fupport  him,  and  he 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  expired  in  lefs  than  five  minutes.— —-Dr.  Dancer,  in  his 
Hiftory  of  the  Expedition  from  Jamaica  to  Fort  Juan  on  the  Lake  of  Nicaragua, 
in  1780,  which  he  attended  as  phyfician,  relates  the  following  circumftatice :  A 
fiiake  hanging  fipom  the  bough  of  a  tree  bit  one  of  the  foldiers,  as  he  paflfed  along, 
juft  under  the  oxbit  of  the  left  eye  s  from  whence  the  poor  man  felt  fuch  intenfe 
pain,  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed  :  and  when  a  meflenger  was  fent  to  him  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  he  was  found  dead,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  putrefaffion, 
a  yellownefs  and  fwelling  over  his  whole  body ;  and  the  eye  near  to  which  he  was 
bitten,  wholly  diflblved.  This  circumftance  was  confirmed  to  me  by  Colonel 
Kemble,  who  commanded  in  chief  on  that  expedition.  It  may  not  be  ufelefs  to 
add,  diat  thofe  feipents  which  are  venomous  are  furniflied  with  fangs  fomewbai 
refembling  the  tulks  of  a  boar :  they  are  moveablci  and  inferted  in  the  upper  jaw. 
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BOOK  Tl^  >6mti€iJifl&  our  waUcs  by  th^ir  beau^^  and  tonrt  cm  ^ttes^ 
I*  ^  tion  by  ^entioayeTs  jiad  froUc;  but  thdr  kindnef^^  I  kjoow  aQC 
wby,  is  jcetwneai  by  averiMn  ^d  x^guil*  Asxckudy  ti» 
woods  of  alsDoH:  all  dae  equatorial  p«rt$  of  Ameriot  abounded 
with  various  ^libe^s  of  the  4»alkr  monj^y j  a  fportiire  and  it« 
gaciou^  littXe  cnsaturc,  which  the  people  of  Europe  iecm  like* 
wi&  to  have  regarded  with  uonierilcd  deteilation ;  £br  they 
hunted  them  down  with  fuch  barbarous  afSduity,  that  in  fe- 
veraJ  of  fihe  iflands  every  ipecies  of  them  has  been  long  fiso^ 
exterxninated.  Of  the  feathered  race  too,  many  tribes  have  now 
nearly  deferted  thofe  fliores  where  poliflied  man  delights  ift 
fpreadii^g  uiiivedal  aod  capricious  deflru(ftion.  Axnong  thefe, 
one  of  die  moft  xiemarkabk  was  the  jflaxniqgo,  an  elegaat  aad 
princely  bird,  as  large  as  the  fwan,  and  arrayed  in  piomage  c^ 
the  brightefl  fcarlet.  Numerous,  however,  are  llhe  feathered 
^ods,  defervedly  diilinguiihed  hy  their  ^lendour  and  beauty^ 
that  Alii  anioiate  thete  fylvaa  kcq&s^  The  pacrot,  and  itt: 
various  affinities  from  the  maccaw  to  the  pcrroqitet,  ^fomeof 
them  not  larger  than  a  iparrow,  are  too  well  known  to  require 
,defcrjptio«.  Tljefe  are  as  plentiful  i|i  the  larger  Iflands  of  the 
Weft  Indies  as  the.  rook  is  in  Europe.  B\it  the  boaft  of 
American  groves  is  doubtlefe  the  oolibry,  or  hommiog  kind  5 
of  the  brilliance  of  whofe  plumage  no  combination  of  words, 
.  nor  tijits  of  the  pencil,  can  convey  an  adequate  idea.  The 
consummate  green  of  the  ^nerald,  the  rich  purpl?  of  the  ame^: 
thyft,  and  the  vivid  flame  of  the  ruby,  all  happily  blended 
and  enveloped  beneath  a  tranfparent  veil  of  waving  goM,  are 
diftinguiihable  in  every  fpecies,  but  differently  arranged  and 
apportioned  in  each.  Nor  is  the  minutenefs  of  its  form  lefs 
X  the 
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the  objcft  of  admiratknv  th^  the  luftre  o£  its^  plumage ;.  tfe  C  ff  A  Pr 
f«»Heft  fpcciea^not  exceeding  the  fiac  of  a  beetle,  and  appear*         !• 
ing  the  Hnk  wHich  toftne&s  the  hird  and  infed  creation. 

•It  has  been  frequentljr  obferved,  that  although  nature  i« 
profufe  of  ornament,  to  the  birds  of  the  torrid  zone,  (he  has 
beffcowcd  far  greater  powers  of  melody  oa  thofc  of  Europe  j 
and  the  obfervation  is  partly  true.  That  prodigality  of  mur 
iic  which  in  the  vernal  feafon  renders  every  grove  in  Great 
Britain  delightful,  is  unknown  to  the  fbadesf  of  equatorial  re<* 
gions;  yet  are  not  thefe  altogether  filent  or  inharmionioQS, 
The  note  of  the  mock-bird  is  defcrvedly  celebrated,  while  the 
hum  of  myriads  of  bufy  infed:s^  and  the  plaintive  melody  of 
the  innumerable  variety  of  doves  abowiding;  in  thefe  climates, 
form  a  concerC  which,  if  it  ferve  nM  to  awakea  the  fancy^ 
cofttributes  at  leaA  to  iboth  the  a^&ions^  aadt  like:  the  mur- 
muring  of  a  rivulet,,  gives  harmony  to  repoie. 

BcT^  re%ning  to  the  naturalift  the  tafk  of  minutely  dcm 
icribing  the  ^endid  aerial  trifoe&  of  the£e  regions,  wfao&  va*- 
nety  is  not  lefs  remarkable  than  their  beauty,  I  now  return 
from*  thefe,  the  fmalleft  and  moft  pleaiing  forms  of  a<5tive  li^« 
to  the  largeft  and  moil  awful  objeds  of  inanimate  nature.  The 
tranfition  is  abrupt;  but  it  is  in  the  magnitude,?  extent,  aisd 
elevation  of  the  mountains  cf  the  New  World,  that  the  Al- 
mi^ty  has  moft  ftrikingly  manifefted  the  w^>nders  of  his  om-> 
nipotence*  Thofe  of  South  Anfierica^  are  fiippoied  to  be  nearly 
twice  the  height  of  the  higheft  ia  the  ancient  hemifphere,  and,, 
even  under  the  eqpiator,.  have  their  tops  iiwolved  ia  everladiojf 

D  2  fnow^ 
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fnow.     To'thoie  maflivc  piles,  the  lofticft  fummits  of  the  moft 
elevated  of  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  cannot  indeed  be  com* 
pared  5  but  fome  of  thefe  rife,  neverthelefs,  in  amazmg  graii- 
deur,  and  are  among  the  firft  objeds  that  fix  the  attention  of 
the   voyager.      The   mountains   of  Hifpaniola   in   particular,. 
whofe  wavy  ridges  are  defcried  from  fea  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty  leagues,  towering  far  above  the  clouds  in  ftupendous 
magnificence,  and  the  blue  mountains  of  Jamaica,  have  never 
yet,  that  I  have  heard,  been  fully  explored.     Neither  curi- 
ofity  nor  avarice  has  hitherto  ventured  to  invade  the  topmoft 
of  thofe  lofty  regions.     In  fuch  of  them  as  are  accefGble,  na- 
ture  is  found  to  have  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  new  crea- 
tion.    As  the  climate  changes,  the  trees,  the  birds,  and  the 
infedts  are  {ten  alfo  to  dififer  from  thofc  which  are  met  with 
below.     To  an  unaccuftomed  fpedtator,  looking  down  from 
thofe  heights,  the  whole  fcene  appears  like  enchantment.  The 
firft  objedt  which  catches  the  eye  at  the  dawn  of  day,  is^  a  vaft 
expanfe  of  vapour,  covering  the  whole  face  of  the  vaUies.    Its^ 
boundaries  being  perfectly  diftinft,  and  vifibly  circumfcribed^ 
it  has  the  exadt  refemblance  of  an  immenfe  body  of  watery 
while  the  mountains  appear  like  fo  many  iflands  in  the  midfb 
of  a  beautiful  lake.     As  the  fun  increafes  in  force,  the  profpedt 
varies  :  the  incumbent  vapours  fly  upward,  and  melt  into  air ;: 
difclofing  all  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  triumphs  of  in^ 
duftry,  heightened  and  embcllilhed  by  the  fuH  blaze  of  a  tro*- 
pieal  fuR.     In  the  equatorial  feafon,  fcenes  of  ftill  greater 

* 

magnificence  frequently  prefent  themfelves ;  for,  while  all  is« 
calm  and  ferene  in  the  higher  regions,  the  clouds  are  feei^  be-» 
low  fweeping  along  the  iides  of  &e  mountains  m  vaft  bodies  r. 
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till;  growing  more  ponderous  by  accumulation,  they  fell  at 
length  in  torrents  of  water  on  the  plains.  The  found  of  the 
tempeft  is  diftindlly  heard  by  the  fpe<5lator  above ;  the  diftant 
lightening  is  feen  to  irradiate  the  gloom ;  while  the  thunder, 
reverberated  in  a  thoufand  echoes,  rolls  far  beneath  his  feet. 

But  lofty  as  the  tropical  mountains  generally  are,  it  is 
wonderfully  true,  that  aH  the  known  parts  of  their  fummits 
fumifh  inconteftible  evidence  that  the  fea  had  once  dominion 
over  them.  Even  their  appearance  at  a  diftance  affords  an 
argument  in  fiipport  of  this  conclufion.  Their  ridges  re- 
iemble  billows,  and  their  various  inequalities,  inflexions,  and,, 
convexities,  feem  juftly  afcribable  to  the  fludtuations  of  the 
cfeep;  As  in  other  countries  too,  marine  (hells  are  found  in 
great  abundance  in  various  parts  of  theie  heights.  I  have  feen. 
on  a  mountain  in  the  interior  parts  of  Jamaica  petrified  oyfters 
dug  up,  which  perfeftly  refemWed,  in  every  the  moft  minute 
particular,  the  large  oyilers  of  the  weftern  coafl  of  England  ; . 
a  fpecies  not  to  be  found  at  this  time,  I  believe,  in  the  feas  of  the 
Weft  Indies;  Here^  then,  is  an  ample  field  for  conjefture  to  ex- 
patiate in;  and  indeed  few  fubjefts  have  afforded  greater exercife 
to  the  pens^of  phyfical  writers^  than  the  appearances  I  have  men- 
tioned. Some  philofbphera  aflign  the  origin  of  all  the  various 
inequalities  of  the  earth  to  the  ravages  of  the  deluge.  Others, 
conlidering  the  mountains  as  the  parents^  of  fprings  and  rivers, , 
maintain  that  they  are  coeval  with  the-  world;  and  that;  firft 
emerging  from  the  abyfs,  they*  were  created  with  it;  Some 
again  afcribe  them  to  die  force  of  volcanos  and  earthquakes: 
•*  the  Almighty//  fey  they,.  "  while  he.  permits  fubterraneaa . 
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*  Q  O  K    fires  to  fwalbw  up  cities  and  plains  in  one  part  6(  the  glebe, 
J^  canfcs  thcal  to  produce  promontoms  ami  ifland^  in  another^ 

which  afterwards  become  the  fruitfiil  feats  of  induftiy  and  hap^ 
pincfe*" 

All  thefe  and  other  theorifts  concur,  liowevcr,  in  the  belief 
that  the  fui^ce  of  the  globe  has  undergone  many  fu^prifing 
and  violent  conyulfions  and  changes  fincci  it  iirA  came  from 
the  hands  of  the  Creator*  Hills  have  funk  into  plains,  and 
vallies  have  been  exalted  into  hills.  Refpe(aing  the  numerous 
iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies,  they  are  generally  confidered  as  the 
tops  of  lofty  mountains^  the  eminences  of  a  great  continent, 
; converted  into  iflands  by  a  tremendous  concuflion  of  nature, 
v^hich,  increafing  the  natural  courfe  of  the  ocean  from  Eaft  to 
Wcft^hasvlaida  vail  extent  of  level  country  under  water  fr). 

But  notwiliiftanding  ali  that  ha«  been  written  on  this 
fubjoft,.  very  Kttle  feems  to  be  knowni*  The  advocates  of  this 
iyftem  do  not  fufHciently  coniider»  thatr  the  fea*  could  not  have 
.covered  fo  great  a  portion  of  land  on  one  fide  of  the  globes 
without  leaving  an  immenfe  ^ce  as  fuddeniy  dry  on  the 
other.  We  have  no  record  in-  hiftory  of  fo  mighty  a  revolu- 
tion, nor  infdeed^  are  many  of  the  premifes  on  which  this  hy- ' 
j}othefifi  is  built^  eftabliihed  ia  truth* 

Perhaps,  inftead  of  confidering  thefe  iilanxis  as  the  frag- 
iments  of  a  deflated  continent,  we  ought  rather  to  regard  them 
as  the  rudiments  of  a  new  one.     It  is  extremely  probable^  that 

j(r)  See  L'Abbc  Raynal,  L'AlA)e  PKiche,  and  others. 
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nmkj  f>f  th«0^  €^w  now,  »re  hvtt  h^kming  to  «|t«rge  ifpni 
the  t^ofom  pf  tiie  d«e|>. «  Mr.  fiuilbn  .|ms  ^wt^  t^  iacontFo^ 
vcitihfe  ^idence^  that  tb^  bottom  of  ihe^a  <be^$  ^d  to^  i^ 
£bMbbf?ce  to  tke  laod  i¥hk^  w^  iahatUk ;  cigi^iii^,  Iji^e  th^ 
eanK  of  hilb  and  rallies,  pl^s  ^nd  l^dlows,  r9cks»  £gst^  «i4 
foils  of  every  confidence  and  fpecies.  To  the  n;Mti<i^  ^  tt)^ 
waves,  and  the  fediments  v^hich  they  have  depofited,  he  im- 
putes too,  with  great  probability,  the  regular  pofitions  of  the 
various  ftrata  or  layers  which  compofe  the  upper  parts  of  the 
earth;  and  he  fhews  that  thefe  ftrata  cannot  have  been  the 
cffedt  of  a  fuddcn  revolution,  but  of  caufes  flow,  gradual,  and 
fucceffive  in  their  operations.  To  the  flow  of  tides  and  rivers, 
depofiting  materials  which  have  been  accumulating  ever  fince 
the  creation,  and  the  various  fludluations  of  the  deep  operat- 
ing thereon^  he  afcribes,  therefore^  moft  of  the  great  changes 
which  have  happened  in  the  original  ftrufture  of  our  globe, 
and  the  rife  of  many  of  thofe  heights  and  inequalities  which 
in  fome  parts  embelliih,  and  in  others  (to  our  limited  view  at 
leaft)  deface  it. 

But  by  what  means  did  thefe  materials,  when  accumulated 
together,  and  raifed  to  the  utmoft  reach  of  the  furrounding 
fluid,  ftill  continue  to  increafe  till  they  became  elevated  to  the 
height  at  which  we  now  behold  the  Alps  and  the  Andes  ?  Who 
can  believe  that  the  ocean,  on  Mr.  Buflbn's  iyftem,  has  at  any 
time  lifted  up  his  waves  to  the  peak  of  Tenerifi^,  or  the  fnows  of 
Chimborazo  fsj  ?  Thefe  are  points  that  mock  our  refearches; 
for  conjectures  are  endlefs,  and  the  labours  of  the  wifeft  of 

(s)  The  higheft  of  the  Andes* 
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men  afFord  but  a  glimmering  of  light  to  6ire&  us  in  tracing 
die  wonders  of  creation.  They  who  feem  befl  qualified  to 
contemplate  the  works  of  the  Deity,  will  moft  readily  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is  not  for  men  to  unfold  the  page  of  Om* 
nipotence  !— -Happy,  if  to  confcious  ignorance  they  add  hum- 
ble ador^on* 


CHAP. 
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Of  the  Cbaraibes^  or  ancient  Inhabitants  of  the  Windward  IJlands. 
—Origin. — Difficulties  attending  an  accurate  invejiigation  of 
their  character . — Such  particulars  related  as  are  leaji  dijputed 
concerning  their  manners  and  difpofitions^  perfons  and  domejiic 
habits^  education  of  their  children^  arts^  manufaSiures^  and  go-- 
vemmentf  religious  rites ^  funeral  ceremonies^  &c. — Some  reflect 
tions  drawn  f rem  the  whole. 

HAVING  ^us  given  an  account  of  the  climate  and  fea-  CHAP; 
.ions,  and  endeavoured  to  convey  to  tlie  reader  fomc  ^  ^* 
faint  idea  of  the  beauty  and  magnificence  with  vtrhich  the 
hand  of  Nature  arrayed  the  furj&ce  of  thefe  numerous  Iflands^ 
I  ihall  now  proceed  to  enquire  after  thofe  inhabitants  to  whofe 
fupport  and  conveniency  they  were  chiefly  found  fiibvervient, 
when  they  firfl  came  to  die  knowledge  of  Europe. 

It  hath  been  obfervcd  in  the  preceding  chapter  that  Co- 
lumbuSy  on  his  firfl  arrival  at  Hifpamola,  received  information 
of  a  barbarous  and  warlike  people,  a  nation  of  Caftnibals,  who 
frequently  made  depredations  on  that,  and  the  neighbouring 
Iflands*  They  were  called  Caribbees,  or  Charaibes,  and  were 
reprefented  as  coming  from  the  Eafl.  Columbus,  in  his  fe- 
cond  voyage,  difcovered  that  they  were  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Windward  Iflands, 

4 
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The  great  difference  in  language  and  charafter  between  thefe 
ravages  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica  and 
Porto- Rico,  hath  givea.  birth.to.an  opinion  that  their  origin 
alfo,  was  different.  Of  this  there  feems  indeed  to  be  but  litde 
doubt^  but  the  queftio^  firom  whence  eaqh  dafs  of  Iflands  was 
firfl  peopled,  is  of  more,  difficult  folution*  Rochisfei-t, .  wlio 
publiflied  his  account  of  the  Aijutijl?^  ir>  165S,  pronoonce^  the 
Charaibes  to  have. been  originally  a.natiwi  of  Florida^  in- North 
America. —  H^  fupppf^s .  that .  a  cojony  of  tksi ,  ApzU/fh»n 
Indians  having  been  drivea  fi-om  that  cooti^enl;,  ^ai^ived  al^  the 
Windward  IHands,  and  exterminating  the^  anqi^n^  na^l^,  inJbiillsi* 
tants,  took  pofTeffion  of  their  lands,  and  their  women*  Of  the 
larger  iflands  aboyermentione^  her.  pfervt^oa  tba(.  the  natural 
IVepgtb,.  extent  t  aivi  po|^Hl%tioa:  a^j^gD  fftwriQr..  to  .th# 
natives,  thpfq  happily  efqape4  th^ ;  4eftif«^iOn:  which  overtook 
their  ui^fQ^jtunat^-  neigj^bo^fs^  ^f^  i]^i^sifiQ&^  the.  diflindioa 
obfervabl;  between,  tb^.  inhabita^^  of :  thp .  larger  and  fmaller  ^ 

•  *  .  '     - 

•     •  • 

To  this  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Infular  Charaibes,  the 
gene^ty.  qf .h^flqri^^thavei gii^^a-  their lai^t ;  but tfafireiare 
doubts  attendipg^jt  that,  arc,n/9ti  c%%  .fcdlwd.:  If  thty .  miya*ed 
froijj^FJQrida^  the  injjpcrfci^t  ftjuej^nd  mtiiralicouoie:  o£  their 
nayig^,ti9^>,  ii^^uc?-  a  belif^f/tha^  tnoif^t  .of  <  them.  wonkLfaajve. 
b^en  fq\^:^d  oa  thoie^  i(^aq4^.  whicji  .arp^iieu  tavthe  Eknidbji 
Shore;  yejC  th^.  nafivea  of  ;thf  B^;M?)a$,  whcAjdi£bovcread:'by^> 
Qplurobw^^.  wejje  eyidtt;it|y  a  ibpibfi. pS^jde.  to  thpfe.  of  Hif^-^ 

•  « 

fir)  Rochefort  Hifloire  des  Illes  AntUIes,  liv.  ii.  c*  vii.    See  alfo^  P*  Labart 
aauveau  Voyage  aux  Ifles  de  L^Amerique,  torn*  iv*  c.  xv« 

.  padiola* 
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^niola  f^ifj.  Befides,  it  is  fiifficiently  Renown  that  there  CHAP, 
exiiled  anciently  many  mimeroUs  arid  powerful  tribes  of  Cha- 
raibeSy  on  the  Soatherft  Peniniula^  es^tending  from  flie  river 
Oronoko  to  EfTequebe^  and  throu^out  the  ^oie  province 
of  Surinam,  even  to  Braiil ;  fome  of  which  -ftill  maintain  their 
independency.  It  was  with  one  of  thofe  tribes  that  our  coun^ 
tryman  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  formed  an  alliance,  when  that  com- 
mander made  his  romimtic  expedition  to  the  cdaft  of  Gdiana 
in  1595  /^Jy  and  by  him  we  ar^  aflured  that  the  Charaibe^ 
of  that  part  of  the  Continent,  fpoke  the  language  of  Dd<- 
minka  fdj.  I  incline  therefore  to  thfe  opinbn  of  Martyr  /e^^ 
and  conclude  that  the  iflanders  wett  radier  a  Colony  from  the 
Charaibes  of  South  America^  thaft  frojn  any  nation  of  the 
North.  Hochefort  admits  that  tbek  own  traditions  itfemd 
conftantly  to  Guiana  f/J%  It  4iKS  4iot  appear  that  th^  enters 
the  moft  remote  idea  of  a  Northtiili  inasftij. 


It  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  that  the  Continental  CharaibesK 
were  themfelves  em^ants  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern 
Peninfula :  But,  without  attempting  to  controvert  the  pofitfon»> 
to  which  recent  difcoveries  ieem  indeed  to  have  given  a  fvdl 
confirmation^  namely,  that  &e  Aliatic  Continent   firft  fur-. 

'  (b)  Herera,  lib.  ix.  chap.  ii.         (c)  Bancroft's  Hiftory  of  i^ukcia,  p.  259* 

(d)  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  668.  (e)  P.  Martyr,  Dccad.  2*  lib.  i. 

'(f)  Rochcfort,  liv.  ii.  c.  vii.    See  alfo,  Note  ^4  to  Dr.  Robcrtfon's  Hiftory 
of  America.    The  people  called  Galibisy  mentioned  by  Dr.  R.  are  the  CtMMtbes 
of  the  Continent,  the  term  Galibis  or  Calibis  (as  It  is  written  by  Du  TerCte)  i 
being,  as  I  conceive,  corrupted  from  Caribbee.    Vide  Lafitau,  torn.  L  p»  29^. 
and  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii»  p.  360* 

-  -  E  2  nifhed 
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nifhcd  inhabitants  to' the  contiguous  North- Weftcm  parts  c£ 
America,  I  conceive  the  Charaibes  to  have  been  a  diftindt  race, 
widely  differing  from  all  the  Nations  of  the  New  Hemifphere ; 
and  I  am  even  inclined  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Hornius  and  other 
writers,  who  afcribe  to  them  an  oriental  anceftry  from  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  {"gj. 

Enquiries  however  in  to  the  origin  of  a  remotejand  unlettered 
race,  can  be  profecuted  with  fuccefs  only  by  comparing  their 
ancient  manners,  laws,  language,  and  religious  ceremonies  with' 
thofe  of  other  nations.  Unfortunately,  in  all  or  moft  of  thofe 
particulars  refpefting  the  Charaibes,  our  knowledge  is  limited 
within  a  narrow  circle.  Of  a  people  engaged  in  perpetual 
warfare^  hunted  from  ifland  to'ifland  by  revenge  and  rapacity^ 
few  opportunities  could  have  offered,  even  to  thofe  who  might 
have  been  qualified  for  fuch  refearches,  of  inveftigating  the 
natural  difpofitions  and  habitual  cufloms  with  minutenefs  and 
precifion.  Neither  indeed  could  a  jufl  eftimate  have  been 
formed  of  their  national  charafter,  from  the  manners  of  fuch 
of  them  as  were  at  length  fiibjugated  to  the  European  yoke ; 
for  they  lofl,  together  with  their  freedom,  many  of  their  original 
charadteriftics ;  and  at  lafl  even  the  defire  of  adling  from^  the 
impuUe  of  their  own  minds.  We  difcern,  fays  Rochefbrt  fij, 
a  wonderfril  change  in  the  difpofitions  and  habits  of  the 
Charaibes.     In  fome  refpcdls  we  have  enlightened,  in  others  (to 

-"  (g)  Some  arguments  in  fapport  of  this  opinion  are  fubjoined  in  the  Appendix 
to  Book  L 

(b)  Rochefoit.  Uv.  ii.  ch.  ix»  p.  436. 
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our  ihame  be  it  fpoken)  we  have  corrupted  them.     An  old   C  H  A  P. 

Charaibe  thus  addreifed  one  of  our  planters  on  this  fubjedl :—  I^* 

•*  Our  people,  he  complained,  are  become  almoft  as  bad  as 
yours. — We  are  fo  much  altered  fince  you  came  among  us, 
that  we  hardly  know  ourfelves,  and  we  think  it  is  owing  to 
fo  melancholy  a  change,  that  hurricanes  are  more  frequent 
than  they  were  formerly.     It  is  the  evil  fpirit  who  has  done 

**  all  this, — ^who  has  taken  our  beft  lands  from  us,  and  given 

"  us  up  to  the  dominion  of  the  Chriftians  fij.'* 

My  prefent  inveftigation  mull  therefore  be  neceflarily  dc- 
fcftive.  Nevcrthelefs,  by  feleding  and  combining  fuch  memo- 
rials  as  are  leall  controverted,  I  fhall  hope  to  exhibit  a  few 
iiriking  piarticulars  in  the  character  of  this  ill-fated  people, 
which,  if  I  miftake  not,  will  lead  to  fome  important  conclufions 
in  ifae  ftudy  of  human  nature. 

Their  fierce  fpirit  and  warlike  difpoiition  have  already  been 

•  » 

mentioned*     Hiftorians  have  not  failed  to  notice  thefe,  among 

(i)  This  extraA  from  Rochefort  is  furety  a  AiiEcient  anfwer  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  Monf.  de  Chanvalon,  who  wrote  fo  late  as  1751,  and,  judging  of  aU 
the  Charaabes  from  the  few  with  whom  he  had  any  communication,  reprefentS' 
them  as  not  pofleffing  any  fiigacity  or  forefight  beyond  mere  animal  inftin£L 
He  makes  no  allowance  for  their  degradation  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  and  fervi« 
tude,  although  in  another  part  of  his  book,  fpeaking  of  the  African  blacks  in. 
die  Weft  Indies,  he  dwells  ftrongly  on  this  circumftance  refpe£Hng  the  latter. 
^  Pent  on  connoitre  (he  obferves)  le  vrai  genie  d'lin  peuple  opprime,  qui  voiv 
^  fiuis  cefle  lea  chatimens  Icves  fur  ia  tete,  et  la  violence  toujours  prete  a  etre. 
^  ibatenue  par  la  politique  et  la  (&ret£  publique  ?  Peut  on  juger  de  la  valeur^ 
^  quand  elle  eft  enchain^^  et  ians  armes  ?''i^Voyage  a  la  Martinique^  p.  58. 

tho 
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BOOK    the  moft  diftinguifliable  of  their  qualities  (k). — Reftlefs,  enter- 
L  prizing  and  ardent,  it  would  feeoi  they  confidered  war  as  the 

chief  end  of  their  creation,  and  the  reft  of  the  human  race  as 
their  natural  prey;  for  they  devoured   without  remorfe  the 
bodies  of  fuch  of  their  enemies  (the  men  at  Icaft)  as  fell  into 
their  hands. — This  cuftom  is  fo  repugnant  to  our  feelings,  that 
for  a  century  paft,  until  the  late  difcoveries  of  a  fimikr  pradtice 
in  the  countries  of  the  Pacific    Ocean,   the  philofophers  of 
Europe  had  boldly  ipipeachcd  the  veracity  of  the  moft  eminent 
ancient  voyagers  who  had  firft  recorded  the  exiftence  of  it. 
Even  Lab^ty  who  reiided  in  tb^  Weft  Indsiss  at  a  ppied  when 
fome  of  the  Jflands  ftill  remainjed  in  pofteiBon  of  the  Charaibes^ 
declares  it  to  be  his  opiruoa  jtliat  inftanpes  of  tlu8  ^bpounfthk 
practice  angtong  them,  were  at  all  times  ^%Xx^ssis^  ftre j^^ntbn 
fifFefl:  only  of  a  fuddpij  is^ypjijWbxjF  pevengp  a4^£^a»  CKtra* 
ordinary  and  unprovoked  injury;  hfiX  that  th^  ^vet*  nMufar 
premeditated  excurfions  to  the  larger  iflands  for  the  purpofe 

r 

'  (l)  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  note  93  to  the  firft  w)U  of  Jus  HUlory  ^  Amricpi 
^QOtes  froai  a  MS.  Hiftory  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  written  by  Andrew 
Bernaldes,  the  coteoiporarj  suid  frieod  of  CoIu«%bi|S>  tbe  ^dUawing  inftance 
of  the  bravery  of  the  Charaibe^.  ^  A  canoe  witb  ftnir  men,  tw#  woin«i9  Md 
^  a  boy,  unexpe^edly  fell  in  wi(h  ppUtpabus's  flc^t«  A  i${¥UHfti  hack  with  %% 
^  men  was  fent  to  tajc€  thepi,  ^d  the  J|e^t  10  t^  jmean  l^w»  <:i|t  aK  their 
^*  communicatioji  witjh  the  fliore.  Inftead  pf  giWng  way  ^0  ielpair^  the 
^^  Charaibes  fei^ed  tjieiir  arms  with  vad^unted  tzi^i^i^^^  ^nd  hfgAO  ftc 
^  attack,  wounding  fevera}  of  th^  Spjiiu^^d^  J^JxhoHgh  tb^y  had  Wgf  ts  as  wdl 
*^  as  other  defenfive  armour,  and  eye^  s/tpr  the  caiiQ^  MTfs  qvprA^  it  wsN  With* 
^  no  little  difficulty  and  dai^ger  that  foqie  9f  ^m  were  S^RW^j  HS  thty  con* 

■s 

^*  tinued  to  defend  themfelv^  and  to  ufe  thw  bowSi  with  gfcg^  ds^tority  wUle 
j^«/wimming  in  the  f|^^''t— —Hen^a  h^  «P.Qr4c4  tjip.fiwP  WfK^HCb 

4.  of 
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of  dfevouring  aiijr  of  the  mhabitants,  or  of  fcizing  them  to  be    CRAP, 
eaten  at  a  future  tlm€>  he^ very  confidently  denies  f/J.  ^^ 

NEVE^RTl^ELBs«  there  isnocircumftancein  the  Hiftory  of 
Mankinxl  better  attefted  than^  the  univerfaJ  prevalence  of  thefc 
pra<^ices  among^  them.  Coluttibus  vras  not  only  informed  of 
it  by  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  as  I  have  already  related,  but 
having  landed  'himfelf  at  Gaadiltirtipe  on  its^  firft  difcovery  fmj, 
he'  beheld  in  feverarcottages-the  head  and  limbs  T>f  the  human 
body  recttitty  fepawtted,  and  evidently  kept  for  occafional  re- 
pafts :  He  releafed,*  at  the  fame  time,  feveral  of  die  natives  of 
Bdpriquen  (or  Forta  Rico)  who,  having  been  brought  cap- 
tives from  thence;  were  referved  as  vidtitns  for  the  fame  horrid 
purpofe  /n-J^ 

Hbv^  -fap  it  muft  be-  conftSKfd,  the*  diipoiitioii  of  the  Ghar* 
raibte  leaves  ne^very  favourable'  impreffibii  on'thfe  mind  of  the 
tetAw ;  by'whom  i^ is- probable- thfey  will-be  confidered  radier 
ar- biMiftd  of  *  preyithaii' as-  human' beings ;  and  he  will  think, 
perhaps;  thart^  it  wis^  nearly'  as  ^juftlfiable  to  exterminate  them 
from  the  earth,  as  it  would  be  to  deftrby  the^  ficrccft  monftbrs 
ofthe  wilderaefs;  fince  they  who  fliew  no  mercy,  are  entitled 
to  no  pity:— 

(I)  Labftt.  torn.  i\r.  p.  322 .  (m) '  Kovtmber  4, 1493. 

(n)^F:  CoIumbtt%'  cap.  xlvis    Pettn^  MAityi-,  Detadi  L  lib*  iu    Kerrara, 
Kb^ii.capb  vii.*.   Set  aUb  Bancroft's  Ififtory  of  Guiana^'  p.  2591.  who  is  oF 
opinion,  that  no  other  tribe  of  Indians  in  Guiana  eat  human  fleih  but  the  Cha* 
laibcs.    Amongft  tbcfe^'the  proof  that  ihis  praAice  ftill  fubfifts  is  inconteftible. 

But 
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But  among  themfelves  they  were  peaceable,  and  towards 
each  other  faithful,  friendly  and  afl&dtionate  (o).  .  They  con- 
fidered  all  ftrangers  indeed,  as  enemies ;  and  of  the  people  of 
Europe  they  formed  a  right  eftimation.— The  antipathy  which 
they  manifefted  towards  the  unoffending  natives  of  the  larger 
illands  appears  extraordinary  i  but  it  is  faid  to  have  defcended 
to  them  from  their  anccftors  of  Guiana  :  they  confidered  thofe 
ifknders  as  a  colony  of  Arrowauks,  a  nation  of  South  America, 
with  whom  the  Charaibes  of  that  continent  are  continually  at 
w:ar  (p).  We  can  aflign  no  caufe  for  fuch  hereditary  and  irre- 
concileable  hoftility. — The  cuftom  of  eating  the  bodies  of  thole 
they  had  flain  in  battle  excites  our  abhorrence,  yet  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  this  abhorrence  does  not  arife  as  much  from 
the  bias  of  our  education^  as  from  the  fpontaneous  apd  original 
diftates  of  our  nature.  It  is  allowed  that  with  regard  to  the 
people  of  Europe,  whenever  any  of  them  had  acquired  their 
confidence,  it  was  given  without  referve.  Their  firiendihip 
was  as  warm  as  their  enmity  was  implacable*  The  Charaibes 
of  Guiana  ftill  fondly  cherifh  the  tradition  of  Raleigh's  alli- 
ance, and  to  this  day  preferve  the  Englifh  colours  which  he 
left  with  them  at  parting  (q). 

Of  die  loftinefs  of  their  fentiments  and  their  abhorrence  of 
flavery,  a  writer,  not  very  partial  towards  them,  gives  die  fol- 
lowing illuftration :  "  There  is  not  a  nation  on  earth  (fays 
«  Labat)  (r)  more  jealous  of  their  independency  than  the 
'<  ^Charaibes,     They  are  impatient  under  the  leafl  infringe- 

(9)  Rochcfort^  Hv.  ii.  cap.  xi.      Du  Tcrtre.  torn.  li.  p  359. 
{p)  Rochcfort,  Hv.  lu  chap.  x.  p.  449.     {q)  Bancroft  p.  259^        (r)  Labti^ 
ipm.  kr.  p.  329. 

ment 


-WEST       ITT  D  1  E  SL 

*••  ment  of  it ;  and  when,  at  any  time,  they  are  witneffcs  to  the 
'**  refped:  and  deference  which  the  natives  of  Europe  obferve  to- 
'•wards  their  fuperiors^  they  dtfpife  as  as  ^jedt  ilaves ;  wonder- 
**  ing  how  any  man  caa  be  fo  bafe  as  to  crouch  before  his  equaL** 
Kochefortj  who  confirms  nthis  account,  relates  alfo  that  wheft 
kidnapped  and  carried  from  their  native  iflands  inta  flavery, 
^s  they  frequently  were,  the  miferable  ^captives  commonly  funk 
under  a  fenfe  of  their  condition,  and  finding  refiftance  or  efcape 
hopekf?,  fought  refuge  in  death  from  the  calamities  of  it  (s). 

To  this  principle  jof  confcious  equality  and  native  dignity^ 
jnuft  be  imputed  the  contempt  which  they  manifefted  for  the 
inventions  a»d  improvements  of  civilized  life^  Of  our  fire*-arms 
fthey  foon  learnt  by  ^tal  experience,  the  fuperiority  to  their 
.own  weapons,  and  thofo  therefore  they  valued :  but  our  arts 
and  manufactures  they  regarded  as  we  regard  the  amufements 
,and  baubles  of  children :— hence  the  propenfity  to  theft,  fo 
common  among  other  iavage  nations,  was  altogether  uo^ 
!known  to  the  Charaibes, 

The  ardour  which  has  been  noticed  in  them  for  military 
^nterprize,  had  a  powerful  influeace  on  their  whole  condud. 
Engaged  in  continual  warfare  abroad,  they  feldom  appeared 
chearful  at  home.  Refledtions  on  paft  mifoarriage,  or  anxious 
fchemes  of  future  achievement,  feemed  to  fill  up  many  of  their 

(%)  Rochefort^  liv.  ii.  cap.  xL  Lahat  relates  that  the  foUowiag  ienttment 
was  proverbial  among  the  £rft  French  fettlers  in  die  Windward  lilands:— 
**  Regarder  de  trovers  un  Cbaraibe^  c^eft  U  batire^  et  qui  di  U  iattre  c^e/i  U  tutr^ 
■^  ou  s*  expcfer  a  en  itre  ttth**    Labal,  torn.  ii.  p.  74. 

Vol.  L  F  hours. 
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hours,  and  rendered  ^em  habitually  thoughtful,  peniive  and* 
filent  (t)^      Love  itfelfr  which  exerts  its  influence  in  the  frozen 
deferts  of  Iceland,  nfiaintained  but  a  feeble  dominion  over  the 
Charaibes  (u).      TheiF  infenfibility     towards   their  women, 
although  they  allowed  a  plurality  of  wives  (x)^  has  been  re- 
marked  by  many  writers ;  and  it  muft  hav«  arifen  from  ex- 
trinfic    caufes  y — from  the   predominance  of  paffions    ftrong; 
enough  to  counteraft  the  effects  of  a  climate  which  powerfully 
difpofes  to  voluptuoufnefe,  and  awakens  the  inftinds  of  nature 
much  fooner  than  colder  regions.     The  prevailing  bias  of  their 
minds  was  diftinguifhable  even  in  their  perfbns*     Though  not 
fo  tall  as  the  generality  of  Europeans,  their  frame  was  robuft 
and  mufcular  ;    their  limbs  flexible  and  adlive,  and  there  was  a 
^penetrating  quicknefs,  and  a  wildnefs  in  their  eyes,  that  feemed 
•an  emanation  from  a  fierce  and  martial    fpirit  (y).     But,  not 
Satisfied  with  the  workman fliip  of  nature,  they  called  in  the 
aflifliance  of  art,  to  make  thcmfelves  more  formidable.     They 
painted  their  faces  and  bodies  with  amotto  fo  extravagantly,, 
that  it  was  with  difiiculty  their  natural  complexion,  which  was 
nearly  that  of  a   Spanifh  olive,   was  difcoverable  under  the 
furface  of  crimfon  (^)*     However,,  as  this  mode  of  painting, 
thcmfelves  was  praftifed  by  both  fexes,  perhaps  it  was  at  firfl;. 

{t)  Du  Tertrc,  toin.  ii.  ^u)  Rochefort,  c.  xi.  (x)  Ibid.  c.  xxii.. 

(y)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.    This  agrees  likewife  with  the  Chevalier  l^into's  accountc 

ef  the  Brafilians  in  note  i^i  to  vol.  i.  of  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory.     **  At  the* 

-"•c  -firft  afpeft  a  Southern  American  appears  to  be  mild  and  innocent,  but,  on» 

'''a  more  attertrive  view,  one  difcovers  in  his  Countenance  fometbing  wild^ 

•^diftrufWalandfulJen." 

f  z)  Rochefort,  liv,  ii.  c.  ix..   i9[akluyt,  vol,  iii.  p.  5 jg. 

8  introduced^ 
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introduced  as  a  defence  againft  the  venomous  infefts  fo  com-   CHAP, 

men  in  tropical  climates,  or  poflSbly  they  confidercd  the  brilli-    ^    ^^ 

ancy  of  the  colour  as  highly  ornamental;  but  the  men  had 

other  methods  of  deforming  their  perfons,  which  mere  per- 

verfion  of  tafte  alone^  would  not,  I  think,  have  induced  them 

to  adopt*     They  disfigured  their  cheeks  with  deep  incifionsr 

and  hideous  £:ar$t  which  they  ftained  with  black,  and  they 

painted  white  and  black  circles  round  their  eyes.      Some  of 

them  perforated  the  cartilage  of  the  noftrils,  and  infcrted  the 

bone  of  fome  fiflj,  a  parrot's  feather,  or  a  fragment  of  tortoife- 

{hell  (a).r^2i  frightful  ciiAom,  pradtifed  alfo  by  the  natives 

of  New  Holland  (b)y  and  Aey  ftrung  together  the  teeth  of 

fuch  of  their  enemies  as  they  hadflain  in*  battle,  and  wore  them 

on  their  legs  and  arms;,  as  trophies  of  fuccefsful  cruelty  (c). 

To  draw  the  bow  with  unerring  fkill,  to  wield  the  club  with 
dexterity  and  ftrength,  to  fwim  with  agility  and  boldnefs^  to 
catch  itOi  and  to  build  a  cottage,  were  acquirements  of  indif- 
penfible  neceffity,  and  the  education  of  their  children  was  well 
fuited  to  the  attainment  of  them.  One  method  of  making 
their  boys  ikilfuU  even  in  infancy,  in  the  exercife  of  the  bow^ 
was  to  fufpend  their  food  on  the  branch  of  a  tree,  compelling 
the  hardy  urchins  to  pierce  it  with  their  arrows,  before  they 

{a)  Rochefbrt^  liv,  ii«  c.  ix«    Purcha^,  vol.  iv.  p.  ii57«    Du  T«rtre,  torn.  ii. 

'^  P*  39i>  393- 

(h)  Hawkerworth's  VojageSt  voU  iii.  p.  171* 

{c)  Gumilla,  t(»n«  u  p.  193. 

F  %  could 
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B.O  O' K*   could  obtain  permiffion  to  cat  (d).     But  thcfe  werefubordinatfei 

objeds:— The  Charaibcs  initmdted  their  youth,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  leflbns  of  patience  and  fortitude^;  they  endeavoured; 
te  infpire  them  with  courage  in  war,~and.  a  contempt  of  danger 
and  deaths— above  all  things-  to   inftiL  into  their  minds  an/ 
hereditary  hatred^,  and.  implacable  thirfl  of  revenge  tc>wards> 
the  Arrowauks..    The  roean&  which,  they  adc^ted  for  thefe 
parpofes  were  in  fomc  refpefts  fiiperftitioiis:;  in:  others  craeL 
and  deteflable*' 

As  foon  as  a  male  child  was  brought  into  the  worid,  he  was 
iprinkled  with  fome  drops  of  his  father's  blood.  The  cere- 
monies ufed  on  this  occafiori  were  fufficientJy  painful  to  the- 
father,  but  he  fubmitted  without  emotion  or  complaint^  fondly 
believing  that  the  fame  degree  of  courage  which  he  had  him- 
felf  difplayed,^  was  by  thcfe  means  tranfmitted  to  his  fon  (^e). 

(d)  See  Rochefort,.a  xxviii;  pw  555^  and  Gutnilla)  t6in«.ii.  p.  283.  Their- 
arraws  were  commonly  potlbnedi  except  when  they  made  thek  military-  excur- 
fions  by  night*  On  thofe  occalions  they  converted  them  into  inftrumentsof 
ftiil  greater  mifchief ;  for  by  armine  tKe  points  with  pledgets  of  cotton  dipt  inta 
oil,  and  fct  on*  flame,  they  fired  whole  villages  of  their  enemiel  at  adiftance  *; 
The  poifon  which  they  ufed,  was  a  conco£tbit  of  noxious  guhis  and  vegetable 
juices  tv  aDd  had  the  property  of  being.p^rfe^y  innocent  when  received  into 
the  ftomach,  but  if  communicated  immediately  to  the  blood,  through  the 
flighteft  wound,  it  was  generally  mortal.  The  Indians  of  Guiana  ftill  prepare 
a  iimilar  poifon.  It  fe  (Iippofed  however  that  fagarfpcedily  adminiftered^  in 
•large  quantities,  is  an  antidote.  (See  Relation  Abregee  cTun  Vojagi^  &tf.  far*. 
Monf  de  la  Condaminey  and  Bancroft's  Hift*.  of  Guiana.) 

*  Rochefort,  ch.  xz.  p.  559.  f  Ovicdoi  libt  uii* 

(i)  I^ochefort^  liv.  ii«  c  xxv.  p.  }52«. 
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As'theboy^grew, he'  Wis  foon  made  famiKar  with  fccncs  of  CHAP, 
bubarity;  he  ^partook  of  the  horrid  repairs  of  his  nation^  and 
he  .was  frequently  anointed  with  the  fat  of  a  flaughtered  Arro-^" 
wauk;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  the  toils  of 
t]}c  i^sahior;  and  to'fhar^  tke  glories  of  conquefl^  until  His 
fortitude  Jiad  been  brought  to  the  teft.     The  dawn  of  tnanf^ 
hood  tifhered  in  the  )i6ur  of  .fevere  trial.     He  was  now  to  ex-  * 
change  !lfae  name^he  had  recfeived  in  his  infancy^  for  one  more'^ 
fouidiiigancl  £gnifitfot.; — a  cerembnyof  high  importance  in* 
the  life  of  aCharaibe>  but  always  accompanied  by  a  fcene  .o^' 
fc«)doag  feflSvi'ty  and  ui*ituifal Cruelty  ^^  ^     -^ 

■  ■■  -.  ^»*  -**,•  ^w 

«  .     *    •    •  • 

The  feVBaties  inflidSedson-ifiicb  occsfidM  bj^  the' hands  ol^^ 
h^MXB  OQ- their  own  children).  «adiibit  %  mekncholy  proof  df'^ 
ib^  il^uonce  of  ifiiperftition'  in  iuppbeffing  the  moft'  powerfuT^^ 
^cflipg*  of  naiure.;;  biitithd.pfa^dbtwa^'  not-  ^^rlthout  examplev  * 
Pltftenji.  Records  thbprevalcjice' ofia^fimilar  cuftoih  ambng^l 
Ae  Lacedemoniaiis.  ^  *^At  Sp«rta/^layfr  thc^lliftDrk^^^  ^boys^ 
**  are  whipped  for  a  whole  day,  oftentimes  to  death,  before 
^'tUel^afttaf  ^  DiaTfa,  aiid  •  there  '  is  a  wonderful  emulation 
Among  therh  who  beft^can^  itrftam  the  greateft  numK6rof  * 
ftfipcs/*  Nor  did  the'Gharaibfeyouth;  yield  in  fortitude  Vo\* 
thoSportto.     If!  tKe-rev£rkteS"he  fuftaifted  extorted  the  ledft 


his  perfecutors,  by  perfeverilncc  arid  ferenity,.  he .  received  fhipv 

•(/9  *och^ort,  liv.  ii.  c.  xxiti.  p.  556.      Du  Tertre>  v«I.  Ik  p.  377. 

Vol.  I.  F  3  higheft 
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BOOK   bigheft  applaufe.     He  wa^ ;  thencelorth  9u$¥(b(sced  9m6ng^  tfad^ 

J^ ,    defenders  of  his  country^  and  it  was  propoubced  by  his  rdlktiott 

and  coiintrynien^  tAat  he  was  nom  a  nua^  Hkt  one  of  tbtn^tlvm. 

4 

A  PSNANC£  fHll  niore  feTere,  andtormelits  more  excruciatbg; 
ftripes,  burning  and  iuffocation,  conftituted  a  teil  foF  him  who 
alpired  to  the  honour  of  leading  forth  hi$:  couottymea  to 
war  (g)i  for  in  times  of  peace  the  Charaibes  admitted  of  no 
fupreniacy  but  that  of  nature.  Having  bo  laws;  they  needed 
nQ  magiftrates.  To  their  old  noen  indeed  they  allowed  fiime 
kind  of  authority,  but  it  w^js  at  bcft  ill-defined^  and  muft  at 
all  times  have  been  infufiicient  to  proted  the  weak  againft  the 
Arosg. — In  war,  however^  eaqierience  had  taught  them  that 
fobordination  was  as  rec^uiiite  as  courage;  they  therefore  eleded 
diexr  captains  in  their geiKiralaiianbUes  with great&lemm 
biiu;  as  hath  been  obierved*  they  put  &eir  pretenfion^  to  the 
proof  with  circunaftances  ^f  outcageous  baij>ari^>— the  recital 
however  is  di^ufting^  and  may  well  be  fuppreffid* 

■ 

« 

If  it  appears  ftrange  that  where  fo  little  was  to  be  gaited  by 
psebeminence,  fo  much  ihould  be  fp  willingly  endured  to  obtain 
it,  it  muft  be  coniidered  tha^  in  the^e^^jmatipn  of  the  cattdidate^ 
ftie  reward  was  doubtlefs  more  than  adequate  to  the  coft  of  the 

(f)  Rodiefort^  liv,  ii.  cap*  x\x.  p.  5x9.    PuithaSi  vol*  if.  p»  X262*    GumiU^ 
ii*  p.  286.    Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  297,  et  feq. 

^  Rocfadbrt^  <^«  zxilu  p.  553. 

*  purchaieu 
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purchafe.     If  fuccefs  atttended  his  meafures,  the  fcaft  anc}  the  C  H  A,P.  ' 
triumph  awaited  his  return.     He  exchanged  his  name  a  fccond  ^^* 

time;  afluming  in  future  that  of  the  moft  formidahle  Arrowauk 
that  had  fallen  by  his  hand  (ij.-  He  was  permitted  to  ap- 
pro|>r4d;te  to  himfetf,  as  many  of  the  captives  as  he  thought  fit, 
and  his  countrymen  prefented  to  his  choice  the  moft  beautifur 

of  their  daughter*  in  retvajjd  of  his  valour  fkj. 

f.  • 

•It  was  probably  this  laft  mentioned  teffimony  of  public   • 
efteem.  and  gratitude  4h^t  gave  riie  in  thefe  Iflands  to  the  in- 
fiitutibn  x>f  polygamy,  which^  as  hath  been  already  obferved, 
prevailed  univerfally  among  them,  "^and  ftill  prevails  among  the  •* 
Charaibes  of  South   America  flj  i—^n  inftitution   the  more   ' 
excufeablci  as  thair  wDm^  from  f^ligious  motives,  careftfliy  ^ 

•  avoided  the  nuptial  intercour fc  after  pregnancy  fmJJ    I  am  {orrf  *^ 
to  add,  that  the  condition  of  theft  pbOr  creatures  was  at  ^hef' ^ 
lame  time  truly  wretched.     Though  frequently  belte\Vtd*4's' 1 
the  prize  of  fuccefsfiil  doUt^g^  the i wife  thus  honottrably'oBi'^^ 
tained,  was  foon  confidered  of  as  little  value  as  the  captive* 
Deficient  in  ffiole  qdalities  'which  alc^e  were  eftimable  amon^ 
the  Charaibes,  the  feinaWs  were  treated  rather  as  flavesthan'^ 
companions.     They -^tftaincd^cirefy  species  of  druc^eiy :' They 
gpfluiid'tfoe  mafeej '  pfepartS' the- traflavi j  gathered  in  the  cotton* 

•  and  wove  the  hamack  (n) ;  nor  were  they  allowed  even  .the 

(i)  Rochcfort,  ch.  xxiii.  p.  553.  .  (k)  Rochefort,"ch.  xxii.  p.  546. 

(J)  Bancroft,  p»  254, 

fni^  Rocheiart)  ch.  xnii.  p.  548.    Dii  Tertrc,  torn.  K,  p.  374, 

(w)  Purdui.S|  vol,  iVt  p.  1272,    Labat)  tofn.  ii.  p.  40. 

privilege 


*/ 
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-privilege  of  eating  in  prefence  of  their  hufbands  (o) :  Under 
all  thefe  cruel  circumftances  it  is  not  wonderful  that  they  were 
far  lefs  prolific  than  the  women  of  Europe  (p).     But  bru- 

-tality  towards  their  wives  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Charaibes. 
It  has  prevailed  in  all  ages  and  countries  among  the  uncivilized 

.part  of  mankind;  and  the  firft  vifible  proof  that  a  people  is 
emerging  from  favage  manners,  is  a  diiplay  of  tendernefs  "to- 
wards the  female  fex  (q). 

.  Perhaps  a  more  intimate  knowledge  (not  now  to  he  ob- 
tained) would  have  foftened  many  of  the  (hades  which  thu^ 
:darken  the  charadler  of  thefe  iflanders,   and  have  difcovered 

{o)  Labat,  torn.  ii.  p.  15  and  95.  (^p)  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  590. 

(q)  Father  Jofeph  Gumilla,  in  his  account  of  the  nations  bordering  on  the 

Oronoko,  relates  (torn.  i.  p.  207.  Fn  tranfladon)  that  the  Charaibes  of  the 

Continent  punifli  their  women  caught  in  adultery,  like  the  ancient  Ifraelites, 

^'  by  ftoning  them  to  -lleath  before  an  aflembly  of  the  people  ;*'  but  as  I  do  not 

find  this  ^^8i  recorded  by  any  other  writer,  and  becaufe  it  is  evidently  brought 

forward  to  fupport  the  author's  hypothefis  that  the  Americans  are  origtnaHy 

defcended  from  the  Jews,  I  fufpedl  that  it  is  not  well  founded  :•— «t  leaft  these 

'is  no  trace  that  fuch  a  cuftom  exifted  among  the  infular  Charaibes.    Rochefort 

ijpeaking  of  the  latter,  obferves,  that  before  they  had  any  intercourfe  with  tlie 

.Chriftians  they  had  no  eftablifhed  punifliment  for  adultery,  becaufe  (fays  be) 

^^  the   crime  itfelf  was  unknown/'— He  adds,   that  ^hen    thi^  with  other 

European  vices,  was  introduced  among  them^  the  injured  hjuihandj>ecame  bis 

own  avenger. — Labat's  reafoning  on  this  bead  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted  : 

^  II  n'y  a  que  les  femmes  qui  foient  obligees  a  Tobeiflance,  et  dont  les  hommes 

^  foient  abfolument  les  maitres.    Bs  portent  cette  fuperiorite  jufqu'  a  I'exceSi 

^  et  les  tuent  pour  des  fujets  tres  legers.     Un  foupf  on  d'infidelite,  bien  ou  mal 

^  fonde,  fuffit,  (ans  autre  formalite,  pour  les  mettre-en  droit  de  leur  cafler  la  tete. 

*'  Cela  eft  un  peufauvage  $  la  veriti  \  mats  a^Ji  unjrein  bifnpr^e.poumiimr  l^ 

-*^pmmis  dans  kur  devoir.^*    Tom*  in.  jp»  327, 

fome 


WEST       INDIES.'  41 

fome  latent  properties  in  their  principles  and  coftdudk,  tending  CHAP, 
to  leffcn,  though  not  wholly  to  remove  the  difguft  we  naturally 
fed  in  beholding  human  nature  fo  debafed  and  degraded ;  but 
<3f  many  particulars  wherein  curiofity  would  defire  to  be  gra- 
tified^ we  have  not  fufficient  materials  to  enable  us  to  forrti  a 
full  and  correa  idea.  Wc  know  but  little  for  inftance  con- 
cerning their  A)meftic  oeconomy,  their  arts,  manufa<5hires  and 
agriculture;  their  fenfe  of  filial  and  paternal  obligations^  or 
their  rdigiou6  rites  and  ftmenil  ceremonies.  Such  further 
infbrtnatk^n  however^  in  thefe  and  other  tefpedts,  as  authorities 
^e  leaft  dMpcttabte  afibrd,  I  bave  abridged  in  the  following 
di^dned  obfervations  • 

Besides  the  ornaments  whicli  we  have  noticed  to  have  been 
^m:fm  by  both  fexies^  the  Woroen^  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
puberty^  were  diftinguifbed  alfo  by  a  fort  of  bu/kin  or  half 
boot,  made  of  cotton,  which  furrounded  the  ihiall  of  each 
leg  {rj.  A  diftirt<aioii,  however,  which  fuch  of  their  females 
-as  had  been  taken  in  the  chance  Xff  war,  dared  iiot  afpire  to  fsj. 
In  otheir  refpeds  both  miaie  and  female  appeared  as  naked  as 
our  firjl  patents  befom  the  fall  ft  J.  Like  them,  as  they  knew 
too  j^itt,  they  knew  no  ihamei  nor  was  clothing  thought 
^neceflaty  to  perfonal  comfort,  whet;p  the  chill  blaft  of  yrinter 

« 

•wae  ntter  ftlli 

(r)  Rochefort,  liv«  ii*  c  ix.  p.  446.         Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p«   1159.  Labaf, 
tom«iL  p.  12* 

(s)  Du  Tcrtrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  394. 

(t)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.  p.  441,     Purchas,  voL  iv.  p.  1157* 

Vol.  I.  G  Their 
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BOOK        Their  hair  was  uniformly  of  a  fhining  bkck,  ftrait  and 
I.  coarfe;  but   they  dreffed  it  with  daily  care,  and  adorned  it 

with  great  art ;  the  men,  in  particular,  decorating  their  heads 
with  feathers  of  various  colours.  As  their  hair  thus  con^ 
ftituted  their  chief  pride,  it  was  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
fincerity  of  their  forrow,  when,  on  the  death  of  a  relation  or 
friend,  they  cut  it  fliort  fuj  like  their  flaves  and  captives ;  to 
whom  the  privilege  of  wearing  long  hair  was  rigoroufly 
denied  fxj.  Like  moft  other  nations  of  the  New  Hemifphers^ 
they  eradicated,  with  great  nicety,  the  incipient  beard  fyjp 
and  all  fuperfluoua  hairs  on  their  bodies ; — z  circumftance 
which  has  given  rife  to  a  notion  that  all  the  Aborigines  of 
America  were  naturally  beardlefs.  This  opinion  is  indeed 
countenanced  by  many  refpeftable  writers,  but  after  much 
enquiry,  and  fome  inilances  of  ocular  infpc<5Uon,.  I  anx  fatisfied 
that  it  is  groundlefs^ 

T»E  circumftance  the  moft  remarkable  concerning  their 
perfons,  was  their  ft  range  praftice  of  altering  the  natural  con^ 
figuration^  of  the  head.  On  the  birth  of  a  child  its  tender  and 
flexible  fkuU  was  confined  between  two  fmall  pieces  of  wood^ 
which,  applied  before  and  behind,  and  firmly  bound  together 
on  each  fide,  elevated  the-forehead,  and  occafioncd  it,  and  the 
back  part  of  the  fkuU,  to  refemble  two  fides  of  a  fquare  fzj  ^ag 
uncouth  and  frightful  cuftom  ftill  obferved,  if  I  am  rightly 

{u)  Rochcfort,  \iv.  \u  c.  ix.  p.  439.    Du  Tertre,.tom.  11.  p.  411. 
(x)  Du  Tcrtrc,  torn,  ii.  p.  405.  (y)  Du  Tcrtrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  392. 

(%)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.    Rochefortj^  liv.  ii.  c.  ix. 

*  infonnedj, 
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informed,  by  the  miferable  remnant  of  Charaibes  in  the  Ifland  CHAP, 
of  St.  Vincent  faj.  "* 

They  refided  in  villages  which  refembled  an  European 
encampment ;  for  their  cabins  were  built  of  poles  fixed  cir- 
cularly in  the  ground,  and  drawn  to  a  point  at  the  top  (bj. 
They  were  then  covered  with  leaves  of  the  palm-tree.  In  the 
centre  of  each  village  was  a  building  of  fuperior  magnitude  to 
the  reft.  It  was  formed  with  great  labour,  and  ferved  as  a 
public  hall  or  ftate  houfe  (cj^  wherein  we  are  aflured  that  the 
men  (excluding  the  women)  had  their  meals  in  common ;  **  ob- 
**  ferving  that  law"  (faith  the  Earl  of  Cumberland,  who  vifited 
tbefe  Iflands  in  1596)  "  which  in  Lycurgus's  mouth  was 
**  thought  ftrange  and  needlefs  (dj.'*  Thefe  halls  were  alfo 
the  theatres  where  their  youth  were  animated  to  emulation, 
and  trained  to  martial  enterprize  by  the  renown  of  their  war- 
riors, aAd  the  harangues  of  their  orators. 

Their  arts  and  manufactures,  though  few,  difplayed  a 
degree  of  ingenuity  which  one  would  have  fcarcely  expedted  to 
liave  foimd  amongft  a  people  fo  little  removed  from  a^  ftate  of 

(a)  I  have  been  told  by  anatomifts  that  the  coronal  future  of  new-born 
children  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  commonly  more  open  than  that  of  infants  born 
in  colder  climates,  and  the  brain  more  liable  to  external  injury.  Perhaps  there- 
fore the  Indian  cuftom  of  depreffing  the  os  firontis  and  the  occiput;,  was 
<>riginal!y  meant  to  affift  the  operation  of  nature  in  clofmg  the  (kull^ 

(I)  P.  Martyr,  decad.  1.  lib.  ii. 

^c)  Ibid.     Rochefort,  liv.  ii,  c.  xvi.    Lafitau,  torn.  ii.  p.  8. 
^d)  Purchas,  vol.  iv*  p»  ii59« 

G  2  mere 
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BOOK  mere  animal  nature,  as  to  rejc^  all  drefs  as  fupferfluous.  Co- 
lumbus obferved  an  abundance  of  fubftanti^l  petton  cloth  in 
all  the  iflands  which  he  vifitcd,  and  the  natives  poflefled  the 
art  of  ftaining  it  with  various  co]oqrs>  though  the  Charaibes 
delighted  chiefly  in  red  (e).  Of  this  cloth  they  made  ham*- 
mocks,  or  hanging  beds,  fuch  as  are  now  ufed  at  fea  ;*-*-lbr 
Europe  has  not  only  copied  the  pattern,  but  pi^ferved  alfo  dio^ 
original  name  (f)^ 

They  pofleffed  likewife  the  art  of  making  veflels  of  clay  for 
domeftic  ufes,  which  they  baked  in  kilns  like  the  potters  of  Eu« 
rope.     The  ruins  of  many  of  thefe  kilns  were  vifible  not  long 
fince  in  Barbadoes,  where  fpecimens  of  the  manufa£bure  arc 
ftill  frequently  dug  up ;  and  Mr.  Hughes,  the  biftorian  pf  that 
ifland,  obferves,  that  they  far  furpafs  the  earthen  ware  made 
by  the  negroes,  in  thinnefs,  fmoothnefs  and  beauty  (g).     Be-* 
fides  thofe,  they  invented  various  other  utenfils  for  ecoiiomical 
purpofes,  which  are  enumerated  by  Labat.     The  bafkets  which 
they  compofed  of  the  fibres  of  the  palmeto  leaves,  were  fin«* 
^larly  elegant,  and  we  are  told  that  their  hows  and  arrows^ 
4nd  other  weapons,  difplayed  a  neatnef^  and  poliih,  which  the 

(e)  Labat,  torn*  ii«  p.  40* 

(f)  AU  the  f  arly  Spaniel  and  French  writers  exprefsly  aflert,  that  the  original 
Indian  name  for  tjieif  Twinging  beds  w;|S  amgfky  or  hamacki-^Mt  pr^  Johnfon 
derives  the  Englifb  word  han^moct  from  the  Saxon. 

(g)  Nat.  Hift.  of  Barbadoes,  p.  8.  Ligon,  who  yifited  this  t^and  i^  HS^/, 
declares  that  fome  of  thef^  veiTels,  which  h^  faw,  even  furpafled  any  earthern- 
ware  made  in  England  *^  both''  (to  ufe  bis  own  words)  ^  in  fineiTe  of  mettle, 
**  and  curiofity  of  turninge/' 

moft 
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moft  ikiUul  Europwn  artift  ^yo^ld  have  fouad  it  difficult  to  C  H  A  ?• 
have  excelled,  even  with  European  tools.  !!• 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  t\mx  agriculture  the  accQuntd 
arc  fleoder  and  unfatisfaiftoiy.  We  are  told  on  good  authority, 
that  amofig  the  Charaibes  of  the  Continei^t,  there  was  no 
diviiion  of  knd,  eirery  one  cultivating  in  proportipn  to  his 
exigencies  fbj.  Where  no  criniinal  jijrifdi^ion  is  eiji^blifh^dj 
the  idea  of  private  property  niuft  neceflgrjly  be  unknown  or 
imperfed: ;  and  in  thefe  iflands  where  land  is  fcarce,  it  feems 
probable  that,  as  among  fome  of  th«  tribp^  of  Soudb  America  ^/^^ 
cultivation  was  carded  oa  by  th$  joint  labour  of  each  feparate 
conununity^  and  their  harvi^fts  deppii^d  *  in  public  granaries;, 
whence  each  fafmly  received  i^s  pisopprtign  of  the  public 
ftock.T-rRjxhfifort  iodcfid  ob&nrAS  that  ^U  th^ir  iater^fts 
wem  in  a 


•  IMM'^* 


Theie  £oQd,  both  vegetable  and  animal,  excepting  in  the 
circttoa^nce  of  thoir  eating  hum^n  flf  0i,  f^ems  tp  have  beeqi 
the  fattic^  in  fnoft  ttfp^i^i  as  that  of  the  natives  of  th?  larger 
iflands,  which  0»U  b«  dfffcpM  h^re^tf^er.  ^ut  althou^ 
their  appetites  vrore  vomcious  (k)y  tfapy  reje<acd  many  of  th? 
beft  bounties  of  nature.  Of  iboie  ^imals  they  hsX^  the  iieil^ 
in  abhorrence  j  thefe  were  the  pecary,  or  Mexican  ho^,  the 
nianati,  or  fea  cow,  and  the  turtle  (IJ.  Labat  obferves  that  diey 

(h)  Bancroft^  p.  454.  (i)  Gumilla,  torn,  i.  p.  265, 

(k)  Gvmilla,  ton^.  ^u  p^  14,  7p^  237.    Lafitau,  torn,  i.  j?.  S^J* 
J^)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  x6» 

fcrupled 
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BOOK    fcrupled  likewife  to  eat  the  eel,  which  the  rivers,  in  ievcral 
^•_  ^    of  the  iQands,  fupply  in  great  plenty  {'mj^ 

The  ftriking  conformity  oF  thefe,  knd  fome  other  of  their 
prejudices  and  cuftoms,  to  the  pradtices  of  the  Jews,  has  not 
efcaped  the  notice  of  hiftorians  f'nj^ — But  whether  the  Cha- 
raibes  were  actuated  by  religious  motives,  in  thus  abftaining 
from  thofe  things  which  many  nations  account  very  wholefome 
.and  delicious  food,  we  are  no  where  fufficiently  informed* 

It  moft  probably  was,  however,  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
that  gave  rife  to  thefe  and  other  ceremonies  equally  repugnant  > 
to  the  dilates  of  nature  and  conunon  fenfe ; — one  of  which » 
appears   at   iirft  extraordinary  and  incredible,   but  it  is   too 
ftrongly  attefted  by  hiftorians  to  be  denied.     On  the  birth  of 
his  firft  fon  the  father  retired  to  his  bed,  and  fafted  with  a 
ftriftnefs  that  often  endangered  life  foj.     Lafitau,  obferving 
that  the  fame  ceremony  was  praftifed  by  the  Tybarenians  of 
Afia,  and  the  Iberians  or  ancient  inhabitants  of  Spain,  and  ii^ 
ftill  in  ufe  among  the  people  of  Japan,  not  only  urges  this 
circumflance  as  a  proof  among  others  that  the  new  world  was 
peopled  from  the  old,  but  pretends  to  difcover  in  it  alfo  fome 
traces  of  the  doftrine  of  original  fin :  he  fuppofes  that  the 

(m)  Labat,  toiru  iv«  p.  304. 

(n)  Gumilla,  Adair,  Du  Tertre,  and  others. 

(0)  Du  Terire,  torn,  iu  ^71,  37 3*  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c  xxiii.  p.  550.  La- 
bzty  torn.  iv.  p.  368.  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  49.  NieuhofF  relates  that  this 
pT3LQ\ce  prevails  likewife  among  the  natiyes  of  Brafil*  Churchiirs  Voyages, 
vol.  ii.  p.  J33.  ■       •     f 

9  fevere 
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levere  penance  thus  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  by  the  father, 
was  at  firft  inftituted  in  the  pious  view  of  protefting  his  iffue 
from  the  contagion  of  hereditary  guilt,  averting  the  wrath  of 
oHended  omnipotence  at  the  crime  of  our  firft  parents,  and. 
expiating  tbetr  guilt  by  his  fofferings  ff}J., 

The  ancient  Thracians,  as  we  are  informed  by  Herodotus,, 
when  a  male  child  was  brought  into  the  world,  lamented  over 
him  in  fad  vaticination  of  his  deftiny,  and  they  rejoiced  when, 
he  was  releafed  by  death  from  thoie  miferies  which  they  con - 
ildered  as  his  inevitable  portion,  in  life :  but,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  motives  that  firft  induced  the  Charaibcs  to  do 
penance  on  fuch  occafions,^  it  would  ieem  that  grief  and  de^ 
jedion  had  no  great  fhare  in  it  i,  for  the  ceremony  of  fafting 
was    immediately  fucceeded  by  rejoicing  and   triumph,    by 
drunkennefs-  and  dabauchery.      Their  lamentations   for   the 
dead  feem  to  have  ari&n  from  the.  more  laudable  dictates  of 
genuine  nature ;  for,,  unlike  the  Thracians  on  thefe  folemnities, . 
they  not  only  defpoiled,  their  hair,  as.  we  have  before  related, 
but  when  the  mafter  of  the  family  died,  the  fu wiving  relations, . 
after  burying  the  corpfe  in  the  centre  of  his-  own  dwelling 
with  many  d€nX)nftrations   of   unafFefted  grief,  quitted  the 
boufe  altogether,  and  erected  another  in »a  diftant  fituation  fg^J^^ 

(p)  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  257. 

^^^  Labat,.toin.  iv.  p».367.     They,  placed  the  dead  body,  in  the  grav&  in  .a 
fitting  pofture  with  the  knees  to  the  chin.    Lafitau,  tom.  ii.  p.  407.    Du^ 
Tertre,  torn,  ii.^*  402** 

UNPORTTTNATEtV^v 
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I.         among  them  fome  feint  tracts  of  r&tibhal  piety,  our  fatlsfiidtdfi 
is  of  ihort  continuancfe ; 

* 

No  lights  but  rather  dftrkhefs  vifibk. 
Serves  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woe : 

or  it  is  a  light,  ih'at  glimmers  for  a  moment,  and  then  fets  in 
blood, 

ir  is  aflerted,  and  t  Veiievc  with  triith,  tkit  the  feJ^pfeaatioh 
bf  a  future  ftafe  haS  prevailed  amtohgfl:  all  mankind  in  all 
ages  and  countries  of  the  world..  It  is  certain  that  It  previlfed 
among  the  C  haralbes  fY'J;  who  not  only  betieved  that  dfeiA  Was 
not  the  final  extin^ton  of  "thefr  being,  hul  pleifed  thehifelvfes 
alfo  with  the  fond  coneeil  th'at  llheir  departed  relations  virert  fecrfet 
fpedlators  df  their  cdndudt  ;^^thal  'they  ftill  fympithizeA  in  their 
fufrerings,  and  participatfed  in  tneir  welfare.  To  thefe  ttotibhs,  fo 
flattering  to  our  Wiflies, — perliaps  congenial  to  o\ir  natur6,-^^they 
added  others  of  a  dreadful  tendency ;  for,  conlidcring  the  foVil  as 
fufceptible  of  the  fanie  imprtfliohs,  and  obnoxious  t6  the  famfc 
paflidns,  as  when  allied  to  tlie  body,  it  \vas  thought  a  rtlij^iotis^ 
duty  to  their  deccafed  heroes  to  facrifice  at  ll?heir  fttaerals  folne 
bf  the  taptivcs  «chich  had  hcch  taJceh  in  batfle  fs}.  Irhmoi-- 
tality  feemed  a  curfe  without  military  glory :  they  allotted  to 
the  virtuous  and  the  brave  the  enjoymeht  oF  fuprchie  felicity, 
vfrith  thfeir  vriveS  and  their  capti^s,  in  a  Ibtt  of  Mahometan 

(r)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  14*  485.    Du  Tcrtre,  torn,  ii.*^  }72* 

(s)  Rocbeforti  c«  xxy.  p*  484*    Du  Tertre,  c.  ii«  p.  4i2«    Purchas,  vol.  iv« 

§  paradife. 
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paradife.     To  the  degenerate  and  the  cowardly  they  affigned    CHAP, 
a  far  different  portion :    thefe   they   doomed  to   everlafting         Ht 
banifhment  beyond  the   mountains  -, — to   unremitting   labour 
in  employments  that  difgrace   manhood; — and  this  difgrace 
they  fuppofed  would   be  heightened  by   the   greateft  of  all 
afflidipns,  captivity  and  fervitude  among  the  Arrowauks  (/). 

One  would  imagine  that  the  idea  of  a  ftate  of  retribution 
after  death,  neceifarily  flowed  from  a  well-founded  belief  in 
the  exiflence  of  an  all- wife  and  almighty  Governor  and  Judge 
of  the  Univerfe ;  but  we  are  told,  notwithilanding,  that  the 
minds  of  the  Charaibes  were  not  elevated  to  this  height. 
**  They  admitted,"  fays  Roche&rt,  **  that  the  earth  was  their 
^  bountiful  parent,  which  yielded  them  all  the  good  things  of 
^'  life,  but  they  were  fo  lamentably  funk  in  darknefs  and  bru- 
^'  tality  as  to  have  formed  no  conception  of  its  beneficent 
«*  Creator,  through  the  continual  energy  of  whofe  divine 
**  influence  alone  it  yields  any  thing.  They  had  not  even  a 
^*  name  for  the  deity  fuJJ*  Other  writers,  however,  of  equal 
authority  fxj,  and  even  the  fame  writer  elfewhere  f'yj,  prefent 
us  with  a  different  reprefentation  in  this  refpedt,  and  allow 
that  the  Charaibes  entertained  an  awful  fenfe  (perplexed 
indeed  and  indiftindt)  of  one  great  univerfal  caufey— ^f  a  fupe- 
rior,  wife,   and  invifible    Being,  of  abfblute  and  irrefiflible 

(t)  Rocbefort,  c.  xiv,  p.  485* 
(u)  Rochefort,  c.  xiii.  p.  ^^g^ 
(k)  Du  Tcrtre,  torn,  ii,  p.  364* 
(y)  Rochefort,  c.  xiv. 

Vol.  !•  H  power. 
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BOOK   power  ("zj.     Bike  the  ancient  heathens,  they  adnritted  alio  the 

agency  of  fubordinatc  divinities.  They  even  fuppofed,  that 
each  individual  perfon  had  his  peculiar  protedtor  or  tutelary 
Deity  faj.  Nor  is  it  true,  as  affirmed  by  fome  authors,  that 
they  had  no  notion  of  praAical  worfliip;  for,  befides  the 
funeral  ceremonies  above-mentioned,  which  arofe  furely  from 
a  fenfe  of  miftaken  piety,  they  had  their  lares  and  penates, 
gods  of  their  own  creating,  intended  as  fymbols  probably  of 
their  invifible  Deities,  to  whom  they  offered  facrifices,  iimilar 
to  thofe  of  the  ancient  Romans  in  their  day^  of  iimplici^  an  d 
virtue  f'ij.  It  was  their  cuftom  to  eredl  in  every  cottage  a 
rtiftic  altar,  compofed  of  banana  leaves  and  nifhes,  whereon 
they  occafionally  placed  the  earlieft  of  their  fruits,  and  thcf 
^hoiceft  of  their  viands,  as  humble  peace  offerings  through' 
the  mediation  of  their  inferior  deities  to  incenfed  onmipo- 

(%)  The  GalHiis  Indian*,  or  Chftraibes  of  Soi»tb  America,  from  whom  I  havo 
fuppofed  the  Infular  Charaibes  to  have  been  immediately  defcended,  named  thf 
Supreme  Being  Tamoujfh  or  Vniiterfal  Father.^^2iXtztt. 

(a)  Rochefort,  c.  xiii.  p.  471. 

(b)  Mr.  Hughes,  in  his  tKftory  of  Barbadoes,  makes  mention  of  ftiany  frag- 
ments of  Indian  idols  dilg  op  in  that  ifland,  i^hich  v^ere  compo(bd  of  the  faiM 
itiaterials  as  tfherr  ^ai^lhert  V^flefe  abdve  itteriCibrted.— «  1  &w  the  head  Of  one** 
(continues  he)  "  which  alono  weighed  above  fixty  pounds.  This,  before  it 
^  waft  broken  off,  ftood  upon  an  oval  pedeftal  about  three  feet  in  height. 
"  The  heads  of  all  the  others  were  \cfy  fmalL  Thcfe  Icffer  idoU  were  in  all 
**  probability  their  Penates^  made  fmall  for  the  eafe  and  conveniency  of  being 
^  carried  with  them  in  iheit'  feV^hal  joilfn^fys,  as  the  litrger  fort  were  perhaps 
^  defigned  for  fome  ftated  pbets  ^f  Wc^rffiip."*— 

NKurtl  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  p.  7. 

tenqp; 
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jtence  (c)\  for  it  is  admitted  that  their  devotions  confifted 
icfs  in  the  effufions  of  thankfulnefs,  than  in  deprecations  of 
Avrath  ;-r»but  herein  neither  were  they  diftinguiftiaWe  from 
the  reft  of  mankind^  -either  in  the  old  world  or  the  new.  Wc 
can  all  forget  benefits  though  we  implore  mercy.  Strange 
however  it  is,  that  the  fame  authors  who  accufe  them  of 
atheiim,  ihould  accufe  them  likewife,  in  the  fame  moment,  of 
polytheifm  and  idolatry. 

Atheists  they  certainly  were  not;  and  though  they  did 
not  maintain  the  dodrine  of  pure  Theifra,  yet  their  idolatry 
was  probably  founded  on  circumftances,  the  moral  influence 
x)f  which  has  not  hitherto,  I  think,  been  fufficiently  noticed. 
If  their  devotion,  as  we  have  feen,  was  the  offspring,  not  of 
gratitude,  but  of  fear  \ — ^if  they  were  lefs  fenfible  of  the  good*- 
nefs,  than  terrified  at  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty;  it 
ihouid  al£b  be  remembered,  that  in  thefe  climates  the  tremen- 
dous irregularities  of  nature  are  dreadfully  frequent  % — the  hur- 
ricane that  fweeps  nations  to  the  deep,  and  the  earthquake 
that  fwallows  continents  iji  his  boii(»n.-*-Let  us  not  then  haftily 
afiix  the  charge  of  impiety  on  thefe  fioiple  people;  if,  when 
they  beheld  the  elements  combine  for  their  deftruAion,  they 
confidered  the  Divine  Being  as  infinite  indeed  in  power,  but 
fevere  in  his  juftice,  and  inexorable  in  his  anger.  Under  this 
imprefiion,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  mind,  humbled  to  the 
duft  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  her  own  imbecility^  and  fcarce 

(c)  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  179.     Rochefort,  c.  xiii.   pt  472.      Du  Tertre,^ 
torn.  ii.  p.  366. 
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BOOK    daring  to  lift  up  a  thought  to'  the  great  caufe  of  all  things^ 
^^  fhould  fondly  wifh  for   fome  mild  and  gracious  interpreter  ^ 

fome  amiable  intermediate  agent  in  whom  to  repofe  with  con* 
fidence>  as  in  a  guardian  and  a  friend.  This  deiire  encreaiing^  is 
at  length  exalted  to  belief.  The  foul,  feeking  refuge  from  her 
own  apprehenfions,  creates  imaginary  beings,  by  whofe  media* 
tion  it  hopes  to  render  itfelf  lefs  defpicable  in  the  fight  of  the 
Supreme.  To  thefe  her  devotions  are  entruftcd,.  and  her 
adorations  paid :  and  while  we  lament  the  blindnefs  of  thefe 
poor  Sxvsigcs^  and  exult  in  our  own  fuperiority  in  this  refpedt, 
let  us  not  forget  that  in  the  moft  cultivated  periods  of  the 
humaa  underftanding  (before  the  light  of  revelation  was 
gracioufly  difplayed)  a  fimilar  fuperftition  was  pra&ifed  by  all 
the  various  nations  of  the  heathen  world ;  of  which,  not  one 
perhaps  had  fo  ftrong  an  apology  to  plead  as  the  Cliaraibes« 

These  obfervations,  however,,  extend  only  to  the  iair  fide 
.of  their  religion,  the  worship  of  benevolent. deities.  A  darker 
fuperftition  likewife  prevailed  among  all  the  unenlightened 
inhabitants  of  thefe  climates ;  for  they  not  only  believed  in  the 
exiftence  of  demons  and  evil  fpirits,  but  they  offered  to  them 
by  the  hands  of  their  Boyez,  or  pretended  magicians,  facrifices 
and  worfhip;  wounding  themfelves  on  fuch  folemnities  with 
an  inftrument  made  of  the  teeth  of  the  agouti;  which  inflidted 
horrible  gafhcs,  conceiving,  perhaps,  that  the  malignant 
powers  delighted  in  groans  and  mifcry,  and  were  to  he  appeafed 
only   by  human  blood  fJJ^     I  am  of  opinion,  nevcrthelefs> 

(^)  Du  Tcrtre,  torn.  ii.  p.  365, 

that 
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that  even  this  latter  fpecies  of  idolatry  originated  in  reverential   C  H  A  E\ 
piety,  and  an  awful  fenfe  of  almighty  power  and  infinite  per-  ^^* 

fed:ion.  That  we  receive  both  good  and  evil  at  the  hands  of 
God,  and  that  the  Supreme  Being  is  equally  wife  and  benevo- 
lent in  the  difpenfation  of  both,  are  truths  which  we  are 
taught,  as  well  by  cultivated  reafon,  as  by  holy  writ ;  but  they 
are  truths,  to  the  right  apprehenfion  of  which  uncivilized  man 
was  perhaps  at  all  times  unequal.  The  favage,  indeed,  amidft  the 
deftruftive  terrors  of  the  hurricane  and  the  earthquake,  might 
eafily  conclude  that  nothing  lefs  than  Omnipotence  itfelf; 
**  vifiting-  the  nations  in  his  wrath,"  could  thus  harrow  up  the 
world.;  but  the  lefler  calamities  of  daily  occurrence, — the  vari^ 
ous  appearances  of  phyfical  and  moral  evil  which  hourly  em- 
bitter life,  he  dared  not  afcribe  to  an  all-perfed  and  merciful 
Being.  To  his  limited  conception  fuch  a  conclufion  was  dero»- 
gatory  from  divine  juftice,  and  irreconcileable  with  infinite 
wifdom.  To  what  then  would  he  impute  thefc  terrifying  and 
inexplicable  phenomena,,  but  to.  the  malignant  influence  of 
impure  fpirits  and  aeieal  demons  ?  The  pro&nations  built  on 
fuch  notions  certainly  throw  aluftre  on  the  Chriftian  religion, 
if  they  ferve  not  as.  a  collateral  evidence  of  its  divine  origin. 

A  Miw DTE  detail  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  which  thefe 
and  other  religious  tenets  gave  birth  to  among  the  Charaibes, 
moft  of  them  unamiable,  many  of  them  cruel,  together  with  aa 
illuftration  of  their  conformity  to  the  fuperftitionsof  the  Pagan 
theology,  would  lead  me  too  far;  nor  is.  fuch  a  difquifition 
neceflary.  It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  have  fhcwn  that  the 
foundations  of  true  religion,  the  belief  of  a  Deity  and  the  ex- 

pcdatioa. 
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BOOK   pedation  of  a  future  ftatc,   (to  borrow  the  cxpreffion  of  an 

,   eloquent  prelate)  *'  arc  no  lefs  conformable  to  the  firft  natural 

apprehenfions  of  the  untutored  mind,  than  to  the  foundeft 
principles  of  philofophy  fej.*' 


I  HAVE  thus  feledted  and  combined,  from  a  mafs  of  difcor- 
dant  materials,  a  few  ftriking  particulars  in  the  character,  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  Caribbean 
Iflands.  The  pidture  is  not  pleaiing ;  but,  as  I  have  elfewhere 
obferved,  it  may  lead  to  fome  important  concluiioQS ;  for, 
jbefides  corre<fting  many  wild  and  extravagant  £uicies  which 
arc  afloat  in  the  world  refpeAing  the  influence  of  climate  on 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  it  niay  tend  to  demonftrate  the  abfur- 
dity  of  that  hypothefis  of  fome  eminent  philofophers,  which 
pronounces  favage  life  the  genuine  iburce  of  unpolluted  hap- 
pinefs  i — ^faMely  deeming  it  a  ftate  conformable  to  our  nature, 
and  conftituting  the  perfedion  of  it.  it  is  indeed  no  eafy  tafk, 
as  RoufTeau  obferves^  to  difcriminate  properly  between  what 
is  originally  natural,  and  what  is  acquired,  in  the  ptc&n/t  con- 
ititution  of  man :  yet  thus  much  may  be  concluded  from  the 
account  I  have  given  of  the  Charaibes,  that  they  derived  their 
furious  and  fanguinary  difpofition — not  from  the  didtates  of 
nature-— but  from  the  perverfion  and  abufe  of  fome  of  her 
noblefts  endowments.  Civilization  and  fcience  would  not  only 
have  given  them  gentler  manners,  but  probably  have  eradicated 
alio  many  of  their  barbarous  rites  and  gloomy  fuperflitions, 
either  by  ^e  introdudfcion  of  a  purer  religion,  or   by  giving 

(f)  Bi&op  of  Cbefter's  ^ennoiu. 
§  energy 
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energy  and  eiFed:  to  thofc  latent  important  principles  which  CHAP. 
I  have  fhewn  had  a  foundation  among  them.  But  while  I  II- 
admit  the  neceffity  and  benevolent  efficacy  of  improved  man- 
ners and  focial  intercourfe ;  conceiving  that  man  by  the  culti- 
vation of  his  reafon,  and  the  exercife  of  his  faculties  alone 
anfwers  the  end  of  his  creation ;  I  am  far  from  concurring  with 
another  clafs  of  philofophers,  who,  widely  differing  from  the 
former,  confider  a  flate  of  pure  nature  as  a  flate  of  unrelent- 
ing ferocity  and  reciprocal  hoftility ;  maintaining  that  all  the 
foft  and.  tender  affedtions  are  not  originally  implanted  in  us,, 
but  are  Superinduced  by  education  and  refledlipn.  A  retrofpedt 
to  what  has  been  related  of  the  Charaibes  will  fhew  the  fallacy 
of  this  opinion*  Man,  as  he  comes  from  the  hands  of  his 
Creator,  is  every  where  conftituted  a  mild  and  a  merciful 
being.  It  was  by  rigid  difcipline  and  barbarous  example,  that 
the  Charaibe  nation  trained  up  their  youth  to  fuffer  with  forti- 
tude^  and  to  inflidt  without  pity,  the  utmofl  exertions  of 
human  vengeance.  The  di(5tates  of  nature  were  as  much  viola- 
ted by  thofe  enormities  of  favage  life,  as  they  are  fupprefTed  by 
the  cold  uijfeeling  apathy  of  philofophical  refinement.—Still 
howfever,  to  the  honour  of  humanity,  it  is  as  certain  that  com- 
paffion  and  kindnefs  are  among  the  earlieft  propenfities  of  our 
nature,  as  that  they  conftitute  the  chief  ornament  and  the 
happinefs  of  it.  Of  this  truth  our  next  refearches  will  furnifh 
a  plea^ng  example. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-       HI. 

Of  the  natives  of  Hijpaniolaj  Cuba,  yamaica^  and  Porto-Rico. -^-^ 
Their  Origin. — Numbers. — Perfons. — Genius  and  Difpo/t'-- 
tions. — Government  and  Religion. — Mifcellaneous  Obfervations 
reJpeSiing  their  Arts,  Manufa^ures  and  Agriculture,  Cruelty 
of  the  Spaniards,  &c. 

I  A  M  now  to  give  fome  account  of  a  mild  and  comparatively 
cultivated  people,  the  ancient  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  Cuba, 
Jamaica,  and  Porto-Rico ;  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  in- 
habitants of  all  thofe  Iflands  were  of  one  common  origin,— 
fpeaking  the  fame  language, — poffeffing  the  fame  inftitutions, 
and  pradlifing  fimilar  fuperftitions.  Columbus  himfelf  treats 
of  them  as  fuch;  and  the  teftimony  of  many  cotemporary 
hiftorians  confirm  his  opinion.  It  appears  likewife  from  the 
information  of  Las  Cafas,  the  Bifhop  of  Chiapa,  to  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  that  moft  of  the  natives  of  Trinidad  were 
of  the  fame  nation ;  the  extent  and  natural  ftrength  of  that 
iflanci,  as  of  the  others  above-mentioned,  having  protedtcd 
them,  in  a  great  .meafure,  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Charaibes. 

I  HAVE  elfewhcre  related  that  they  were  confidered  by  thefe 
Barbarians  as  defcended  from  a  Colony  of  Arrowauks,  a  people 
of  Guiana;  and  there  can  be  no  good  rcafon  to  fuppofe  that  the 

Charaibes 
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Charaibes  were  mHinformed  in  this  particular.— -The  evidence  CHAR. 
of  Raleigh,  and  others  who  vifited  both  Guiana  and  Trinidad  ^  ^• 
two  centuries  ago,  might  be;,  adduced  in  fupport  of  their 
opinion.  Thefe  voyagers  pronounce  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Trinidad  to  belong  preciiely  to  the  Arwacks  or  Arrowauk  nation 
of  the  Continent ;  a  race  of  Indians  to  whofe  noble  qualities 
the  moft  honourable  teftimony  is  borne  by  every  traveller  that 
has  vifited  them,  and  recorded  his  obfervations.  And  here, 
all  enquiry  concerning  the  origin  of  our  iilanders  feems  to 
terminate.  It  is  indeed  extremely  probable  that  all  the  various 
nations  of  this  part  of  the  new  world,  except  only  the  Cha« 
raibes,  emigrated  anciently  from  the  great  hive  of  the  Mexican 
empire.  Joan  de  Grijalva,  one  of  the  adventurers  from  Cuba 
in  1 5 1 8,  found  a  people  who  fpoke  the  language  of  that  ifland, 
on  the  coaft  of  Jucatan  (a)  \  but  at  what  period  fuch  emigra* 
tions  were  made;  whether  the  Charaibes  were  previoufly 
pofifefled  of  the  widely  extended  coaft  that  bounds  the  Atlan«- 
tic,  or,  in  pofterior  ages,  accidentally  found  their  way  thither 
by  fea,  from  the  ancient  Continent-*— (perhaps  by  their  invaiion 
giving  birth  to  that  hereditary  and  unconquerable  hatred  which 
ftill  prevails  between  them  and  the  other  Lidian  nations) — 
thcfe  are  points  concerning  which,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  deter- 
mine, it  is  in  vain  to  enquire. 

In  eftimating  the  number  of  our  iflanders,  when  firft  dif- 
covered  by  Columbus,  hiftorians  widely  differ.  Las  Cafas 
computes  them  at  fix  millions  in  the  whole ;    but  the  natives 

(a)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii.  lib*  x. 

Vol.  I.  I  of 
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of  Hilpaniola  were  reckoned  by  Ovicdo  at  one  million  only,, 
and  by  Martyr,  who  wrote  on  the  authority  of  Columbus,  sot 
1,200,000,  and  this-laft  accouijt  is  probably  the  moft  corredr. 
Judging  of  the  other  iflands  by  that,  and  fuppofing  the  popu- 
lation of  each  to  be  nearly  the  fame  in  proportion  to  its  extent, 
the  whole  number  will  fall  greatly  ihort  of  the  computation 
of  Las  Cafas.  Perhaps  if  we  fix  on  three  millions^  inftead  of 
6^ as  the  total,  we  fhall  approach: as  near  the  trutha^ poffible, 
on  a  queflion  that  admits  not  of  minute  accuracy.  Indeed 
fuch  are  the  accounts,  of  the  horrible  carnage  of  thefe  poor 
people  by  the  Spaniards,  that  we  are  naturally  led  to  hope  that 
their  original  numbers  muft  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  5 
firft  by  the  aiTociates  of  Columbus,  from  a  fond  and  excufable 
propenfity  to  magnify  the  merit  and  importance  of.  their  dif« 
coveries,  as  undoubtedly  they  were  afterwards  by  the  worthy 
prelate  I  have  quoted,  ia  the  warmth  of  his  honeft  indignation 
at  the  bloody  proceedings  of  his  countrymen :  with  whom 
indeed,  every  man  of  a  humane  and  refleding  mind,  muft 
blufh  to  cohfefs  himfelf  of  the  iame  nature  and  fpecies  ! 

But,  not  to  anticipate  obfervations  that  wiH  more  properly 
appear  hereafter,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  confideration, — 
I.  Of  their  perfons  and  perfbnal  endowments :  II.  Their  in- 
telleftual  faculties  and  difpofitions :  III.  Their  political  in- 
flitutions :  IV.  Their  religious  rites.  Such  fubordinate  par- 
ticulars as  arc  riot  eafily  reducible  ta  either  of  thofe  heads,  wil! 
conclude  the  prefent  chapter. 

L  Both  men  and  women  wore  nothing  more  than  a  flight 
§  covering^ 
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eoveriiig  of  cotton  cloth  round  the  waift;  but  in  the  women  it  C  H  A  ?• 
extended  to  the  knees  :  the  children  of  both  fexes  appeared  en- 
tirely naked. .  In  ftature  they  were  taller  but  lefs  robuft  than 
the  Charaibes  fij,  and  they  were  univerfally  graceful  and  well 
proportioned.  Their  colour  was  a  clear  brown;  not  deeper, 
in  general,  according  to  Columbus,  than  that  of  a  Spanifh 
peafant  who  has  been  much  expofed  to*  the  wind  and  the 
liin  fcj.  Like  the  Charaibes  they  altered  the  natural  configu- 
ration of  the  head  in  infancy ;  but  after  a  different  mode  (^dj  i 
and  by  this  pra£tice,  ikys  Herrara,  the  crown  was  fo  flrengthen- 
«1  that  a  Spaniih  broad-fword,  inftead  of  cleaving  the  fkull 
at  a  ftroke^  would  frequently  break  fhort  upon  it  fej^  an 
illuftratiqn  which  gives  an  admirable  idea  of  the  clemency  of 
their  conquerors!  Their  hair  was  uniformly  black,  without 
any  tendency  to  curl ;  their  features  were  hard  and  unfightly ; 
the  face  broad,  and  the  nofe  flat ;  but  their  eyes  flreamed  with 
good  nature,  and  altogether  there  waa  fomething  pleafing  and 
inviting  in  the  countenances  of  moft  of  them,  which  proclaim- 
ed a  frank  and  gentle  difpofition.  It  was  an  honefl  face,  coarie, 
but  not  gloomy;  for  it  was  enlivened  by  confidence,  and 
Xbitened  by  ccxnpaflion. 

Much  has  been  fuggefled  by  modern  philofophers  concern- 
ing a  fuppofed  feebleneffi  in  their  perfons  and  conflitutions. 

(h)  Oviedo^  Som.  (c)  F.  Col.  c.  xxHi. 

(d)  Xbt^nciput^  or  fore- part  of  the  head  from  the  eyebrows  to  the  coronal 
future,  was  depixfied,  which  ^ave  aa  unnatural  thicknefs  and  elevation  to  the 
occiputy  or  hinder  part  of  the  ikulL, 

(t)  Herrara,  lib.  i«  c«  xvi.  who  copies  this  circumftance  {fom  Oviedp.^. 

I  2  *  They 
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They  arc  rcprefentcd  to  have  been  incapable  of  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  labour^  incurably  indoknt,  and  infenfible  even  to  the 
attractions  of  beauty,  and  the  influence  of  love  (f).  This  won- 
derful debility  and  coldnefs  have  been  attributed  by  ibme  writers 
to  a  vegetable  diet :  by  others,  it  is  pretended  that  they  de- 
rived from  nature  lefs  appetite  for  food  than  the  natives  of 
Europe;  but  nothing  can  more  ftrongly  demonftrate  the  indo- 
lent inattention  of  hiftorians,  than  their  combining  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  in  one  and  the  fame  chara(fler.  An  infenfibility, 
or  contemptuous  disregard,  towards  the  female  fex,  was  a 
feature  peculiar  to  the  Charaibes ;  who  however,  as  we  have 
feen,  were  robuft  and  vigorous  in  their  perfons,  and  infatiably 
voracious  of  food.  It  conftituted  no  part  of  the  diljx)fition 
of  our  iflanders  ;  amongft  whom  an  attachment  to  the  fex  was 
remarkably  confpicuous.  Love,  with  this  happy  people,  vras 
not  a  tranfient  and  youthful  ardour  only ;  but  the  fource  of 
all  their  pleafures,  and  the  chief  bufinefs  of  life :  for  not  being, 
Hke  the  Charaibes,  opprcflcd  by  the  weight  of  perpetual  folici- 
tttde,  and  tormented  by  an  unquenchable  thirft  of  revenge, 
they  gave  full  indulgence  to  the  inilin£bs  of  nature,  while  die 
influence  of  the  climate  heightened  the  ienfibility  of  the 
paflions  (g). 

In  truth,  an  excellive  feniuality  was  among  the  greateft 

(f)  Robertfon,  BdFon,  Dc  Pauw,  axMl  others. 

{g)  See  Oviedo,  fib.  v.  c.  iii.  We  bavc  nearij  Ae  fimie  account  at  this  dajr 
of  the  Arrowaaks  of  Guiana.  ^  In  llieir  natural  dH|)ofition''  (lays  Bancroft) 
^  they  are  amorous  and  wanton  s"  and  Banttt  obfcrves,  ^  ib  fint  ImtriftMH 

defers 
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dc£e£ts  in  (their  diarader :  atid  to  this  caufe  alone  is  imputed,  CHAP. 
by  feme  writers,  the  origin  of  that  dreadful  difeafe  wiA  the  ,  U^- 
yiflliftion  of  which  they  have  almoft  revenged  the  calamities 
brought  upoa  diem  by  die  avarice  of  Europe : — ^if  indeed  the 
venereal  contagion  was  firil  introduced  into  Spain  from  thefe 
iflands;  a  concluiion  fo  which,  notwithflanding  all  that  has 
been  written  in  fupport  of  iu  an  attentive  enquirer  will  AilL 
hefitate  to  fubfcribe  fJbJ. 

That 

(h)  "  The  venereal  difcafc"  (feys  Oviedo^  **  was  certainly  inthoduced  into- 
^  Europe  from  thefe  iflands,  where  the  beft  medicine  for  the  cure  of  it,  the 
^  Guaiacum^  is  alfo  found  \  the  Almtghty  fo  remembering  mercy  in  judgment 
<*  tbaty  when  our  fins  provoke  punifliment^  he  fends  likewife  a  reraedy.-^I  was- 
**  acquainted  with  many  perfons  who  accompai^ied  Columbus  in  his  firft  an<L 
*<  fecood  voyages,  and  fuffered  of  this  difeafe ;  on^  of  whom  was  Pedro  Marga- 
^  rite,  a  man  much  refpedled  of  the  King  and  Queen.  In  the  year  1496  it 
^  began  to  Ipread  in  Europe,  and  the  phyficians  were  wholly  at  a  lofs  in  what 
^  oianner  to  tvett  it— When,  after  this,  Gonzales  Fernandes  de  Cordova  was 
^  fent  with  an  army  by  his  Catholic  Majefty  on  behalf  of  Ferdinand  the 
*<  Second  King  of  Naples,  fome  infeSsed  perfons  accompanied  that  army,  and 
<*  by  intercourfe  with  the  women,  fpread  the  difeafe  among  the.  Italians  and 
^  the  French  \  both  which  nations  had  fucceffively  the  honor  of  giving  it  ^ 
^  name  i  but  in  truth  it  came  originally  from  Hifpaniola,  where  it  was  very 
^  common,  as  was  likewiie  the  remedy." 

This  account  is  fufficiently  particular ;  neverthelefs  there  is  reaTon  to  believe 
Aat  the  venereal  infeSion  was  known  in  Europe  many  centuries  befoie  the 
diicovery  of  America  |  although  it  is  poiShle  it  might  have  broke  out  with- 
jeoewed  violence  about  the  time  of  Columbus's  return  f>om  his  firft  expedi- 
tion,— This  was  the  era  of  wonder^  and  probably  the  infrequency  of  the  con- 
tagion before  that  period,  gave  colour  to  a  report,  perhaps  at  firft  maliciou0y 
propagated  by  fome  who  tmiti  the  fuceefs  of  Columbus,  that  this  difeafe  was- 
$Hi  sf  tbi  fnUts  rf  bis  eekbrateJ  enUrprisu*    It  Is  impoffible,  in  the  ipace  of  a 

marginal 
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That  a  people  who  poffeffed  the  means  of  gratifying  ev^ty 
■inclination  without  labour,  (hould  fometimes  incline  to  be  indo- 
lent, is  a  circumftance  not  very  extraordinary.  As  the  wants 
of  nature  were  fupplied  almoft  fpontaneouQy,  and  no  cover- 
ing was  abfolutely  requifite  but  the  fhade,  that  neceffity  which 
urges  men  to  action,  and,  by  exercife,  invigorates  the  fibres, 
was. here  wholly  unknown.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  in 
mufcular  ftrength  the  natives  were  inferior  to  their  invaders, 
-and  being  lefs  accuftomed  to  labour,  they  might  alfo  require 
lefs  nourifliment.  Thefe  conclufions  may  be  admitted  with- 
out fuppofing  any  degradation  of  their  nature,  and  with  no 
very  unfavourable  impreflion  of  the  climate.  Their  limbs 
vhowever  were  pliant  and  adlive,  and  in  their  motions  they 
dilplayed  both  gracefulnefs  and  ede.  Their  agility  was  emi- 
nently confpicuous  in  their  dances;  wherein  they  delighted 
^nd  excelled;  devoting  the  cool  hours  of  night  to  this  employ- 
jnent  fij.      It  was  their  cuftom,  fays  Herrara,  to  dance  from 

marginal  note,  to  enter  deeply  into  this  fubjeA;  neitlier  does  the  full  inveftU 
gation  of  it  come  within  the  defign  of  my  work.  I  therefore  refer  fucb  of  my 
readers  as  are  delirous  oF  forming  a  decided  opinion  on  the  queftion,  to  t]}e 
Philof.  Trahlkaions,  vol.  xxvii.  and  voUxxxi.  (No.  365  and  No.  11)  alfo  totvfo 
learned  treatifes  on  the  fubjed  by  Mr.  Sanches,  publilhed  at  Paris  1772  and 
1774,  and  to  the  authorities  referred  to  by  Mr.  Forfter  in  bis  **  Obfervations 
"  made  during  a  Voyage  round  the  World,"  p.  492.  jj*  In  Stow's  Survey 
of  Xrondon,  vol.  li.  p.  7.  Is  prelerved  a  copy  of  the  rules  or  regulations 
eftablilhed  by  Parliament  in  the  eighth  year  of  Henry  the  Second,  for  the 
government  of  the  licenfed  flews  in  'Southwarky  among  which  I  find  the  fol* 
lowing,  "  No  flcwholder  to  keep  any  woman  that  hath  the  perilous  infirmity 
**  of  burning."     This  was  330  years  before  the  voyage  oPColumbus. 

(i)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii.  c.  mu 

m 
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evening  to  the  dawn ;  and  although  fifty  thoufand  men  and 
women  were  frequently  affembled  together  on  thefe  occafion% 
they  feemed  adluated  by  one  common  impulfe,  keeping  time  by 
refponfive  motions  of  their  hands^  feet,  and  bodies^  with  an 
exaftnefs  that  was  wonderful  (k).  Thefe  public  dances  (for 
they  had  others,  highly  licentious)  were  appropriated  to  parti- 
cular folemnities^  and  being  accompanied,  with  hiilorical  fongs, 
were  called  Artetoes.^  a  fingular  feature  in  their  political  iofti- 
tutions,  of  which  I  (hall  prefently  fpeak., 

Bbside$  the  exercife  of  dancing,  another  diverfion  waa 
prevalent  among  them  which  they  called  Bato ;  and  it  appears 
from  the  account  given  of  it  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  (l)^ 
that  it  had  a  diftant .  refemblance  to  the  Engliih  game  of 
cricket;  for  the  players  were  divided,  into  two  parties,  which 
alternatively  changed  places^  and  the  fport  coofifted  in  dexter* 
oufly  throwing  and  returning  from  one  party  to  the  other,  an 
elaftic  ball ;  which  however,  was  not  caught  in  the  hand, 
or  returned  with  an  inftrument;  but  received  on  the  head, 
the  elbow,  or  the  foot,  and  the  dexterity  and  force  with 
which  it.  was  thence  repelled,  was  aftonifhing  and  inimita-^ 
ble. — Such,  exertions  belong  not  to  .a  people  iacurably  enervated 
andflothfuL 

II.   Thxy  are^  neverthekfs,  pronounced  by  many  writerSj 
to  have  been  naturally  inferior  to  the  natives  of  Europe,  not 

{k)  Herrara,  lib.  ix«  c«  ii. 

(l)  Ovie^lo,  lit>«  vi.  c.  ii. .  Herrara,  lib.  iii.  c.  iv. 
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BOOK  only  m  bodily  ftrength,  but  likewife  in  genius  and  natural  en^^ 
!•  dowments.  This  aifertion  has  I  think  been  advanced  with 
more  confidence  than  proof.  That  the  mind,  like  the  body* 
acquires  ftrength  by  employmoit^  is  indeed  a  truth  which  we 
all  acknowledge,  becaufe  we  all  experience  it ;  and  it  requires 
no  great  iagaci^  to  difcover,  that  ingenuity  is  feldom  very 
powerfully  exerted  to  gratify  appetites  which  do  not  exift,  or 
to  guard  againft  inconveniences  which  are  not  felt.  If  our 
iflanders  therefore  roie  in  fome  refpedts  to  a  degree  of  refine^ 
ment  not  often  obfervable  in  favage  life,  it  may  juftly  be  pre- 
fumed  that  in  a  ftat^  of  fociefy  productive  of  new  cfefires  and 
artificial  neoeffities,  their  capacities  would  have  been  capable 
of  ftill  further  improvement.  Their  fituatbn  alone,  without 
recurring  to  the  various  odier  causes  afiigned  by  philofophers, 
fuificiently  accounts  for  the  paucity  of  their  ideas.  Men, 
without  anxiety  for  the  future,  have  little  refledion  on  the  pafL 
What  they  wanted  in  es^ited  energy  of  mind,  was  hovrcver 
abundantly  fupplied  by  iJie  fcfter  afledlions ;  by  fwcetnefs  of 
temper,  and  native  goodnefs  c^  difpofition.  All  writers  who 
have  treated  of  their  chara^cr,  agree  that  they  were  unqueftion-^ 
ably  the  moil  gentle  and  benevolent  of  the  human  race. 
Though  not  blejOed  with  the  light  of  revelation,  they  pradifed 
one  of  the  nobleft  precepts  of  Chriftianity ,  forgivenefc  of  their 
enemies :  laying  all  that  they  poflefled  at  the  feet  of  their  op- 
prefibrs ;  courting  their  iMtice,  and  previenting  their  wifhes, 
with  fuch  K>ndnefs  and  a£tMuity,  as  one  would  have  thought 
might  have  difarmed  habitual  cruelty,  and  melted  bigotcy 
into  tcndernefs  f^J^ 

(m)  Martyr,    Herrarau     F^  Colu0>bus,  c  xxvii.  xxxii.  &c«  &c. 

a  Amonc 
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•  Among  other  inftanccs  of  their  generous  and  compaffionatc  CHAP, 
turn  of  mind,  the  following  is  not  the  leafl  remarkable.  Soon  III. 
after  Columbus's  firft  arrival  at  Hifpaniola»  one  of  his  fhips 
was  wrecked  on  the  coaft.  The  natives,  fcorning  to  derive 
advantage  to  themfelves  from  the  diftrefs  of  the  ftrangers  (un- 
confcious  indeed  of  the  calamities  which  their  arrival  was  foon 
to  bring  upon  them)  beheld  the  accident  with  the  livelieft 
emotions  of  forrow,  and  haftened  to  their  relief.  A  thouland 
canoes  were  inftantly  in  motion,  buiily  employed  in  conveying 
the  feamcn  and  cargo  afbore^  by  which  timely  affiftance, 
iiot  a  life  was  loft;  and  of  the  goods  and  provifions  that  were 
laved  from  the  wreck,  not  the  fmalleft  article  was  embezzled. 
Such  was  their .  celerity  and  good  will  on  this  occafionj  fays 
JMartyr,  that  no  friend  for  friend,  or  brother  for .  brother,  in 
diftrefs,  could  have  manifefted  ftronger  proofs  of  iympathy 
and  pity  fnj.  Other,  hiftorians  ftiir  heighten  the  pidlure; 
,for  they  relate  that  Guacanahari,  the  fovereign  of  that  part  of 
the  country,  perceiving  that,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of 
his  people,  the  fhip  itfelf,  and  great  part  of  the  cargo  were 
irrecoverably  funk,  waited  on  Columbus  to  condole  with  him 
on  the  occaiion;  and  while  this  poor  Indian  lamented  his 
misfortune  in  terais  which  excited  furprize  and  admiration,  he 
offered  the  Admiral  (the  tears  flowing  copioufly  down  his 
cheeks  as  he  fpoke)  all  that  he  himfelf  pofleiTedj  in  reparation 
of  his  lofs  ^oj. 

This  benevolence,  unexampled  in  the  hiftoiy  of  civilized  na- 

(n)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  i. 

(o)  Fen  Col.  c.  irxxii^    Herrara,  Decad.  !•  lib.  i.  c*  xYiii. 

Vo;..  I.  K  tions. 
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tidns,  was  fi>on  Bafefy  rcqSarted  by  tfee  coftdudJ  of  i  band  of 
r6bbers>  whom  CoPumbes,  wit!h  no  ill  intent ioir,  kft  in*  tfce  Hhnd, 
on  his  departurt  for  Europe.  Gruacanahari  howevw  Was^  co- 
vered with  wounds  in  defending  them  from  hii  injured  country- 
men  f^pj;  to  whofe  juft  refentment  the  SpaniiB  foffians  at  length- 
fell  a  lacrifice;  but  their  anger  was  of  fhort  duratfon.  Oa 
Columbus's  return,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  tJicir  fohdnefe  revived  ^ 
and  for  a  confiderable  time  the  Spaniards  lived  arnbng  them  ift 
perfect  fecurity,  exploring  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  bbtit 
in  companies  and  individually,  hot  only  WJdlbut  molcfcttiDn,  btrt 
ihvited  thereto  by  the  natives..  When  iny  of  die  Spaniards  cathc 
txear  to  a  village,  the  moft  ancient  and  venerable  of  the  Indians, 
or  the  Cacique  timfelf,  if  prefent,  caiile  out  to  mtcet  them, 
and  gently  conducing  thetn  into  fhelr  hSiSitatiohsv  icated 
thfem  oft  ftools  of  ebohy  euriou!fty  ornamented.  Th«fe  feefttehcSs 
fee'm  to  have  been  ifeats  of  honof  referveif  for  theii^  guefb  ;-^fbr 
the  Indians  dife^  therafetves  ctti  the  ground,  and  kifflng  the 
haftds  and  feet  of  the  Spaniafd^,  otfeited  thetit  fruits  i*d  tffce 
choideft  of  their  Viands^  entrcatiiig  thttti  i6  prbfdng  their  f!ay, 
vmh  ftfch  foRcttudfe  aird  iteveVeftce  as  demortftrrftdd  that  i3hey 
conficfefed  tftiem  as  beings  of  a  fuperior  nature,  whofe  pfefeiitb 
confecT^ted  their  dwdffirigs,  attd  broag;fet  4  bleiKng<*iA  it  (^). 

'f  HE  fecfeptiow  Whkff  fiatthtrfottieW  Coiumbfos,  wfcd  wdS  a]^- 
pbinted  Lieutenant,  6r  tyeputy  t3tfvem«f ,  in  the  abfettW  of  tftb 

Admiral>  afterwards  met  with,  in  his  progrefs  through  thd  iftatrd 
to  levy  tributes  from  the  feveral  Caciques  or  Princes,  manifefted 
not  toly  fcifidnefs  arid  ffebhiiflSroit,  btrt  6ft  iiiiriy  otcaftbflS  Muni- 

{f)  Herrara,  Decad.  i*.  libw  ii«  e.  ix.    Fer.  Cd.  c  xl.    , 
{^)  Herrara,  Deca4«  i«  iib«  u  c,  xi^.    F«  C6U  c.  xxvii* 

f[cence^ 
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^e#cc,  BSi^cy^n  a  higb 4«gree  of  poUteneft.     Thefe C^ciijucfi  C  H  A  JP. 


aftdiUch  pf  ithcm  as^pofleffed  ajay  of  this  pjcecious  metal,  willingly 
pF^capjtM  all  tl^f  tJtiey  bad  to  thp  Dpputy  Goycrnor.  Qtbcrs, 
wJixol^ad  j>Qt,theipeaas  of  Qhtairwggold*  brought  provifions  and 
gqtton  jip  grcftt  arhuod^q^/ry^-^rrAo;^ 

f  ^\^£i;il  -Caciquq,  wjio  iavited  th,e  Lieutenant  aqd  -bip  at- 
te^^^Rts  .tp.hjLs  dowpion^;  ^d  the .entQrt^n^ient  whicb  they 
received  from  this  hofpitable  chief  is  thus  defcribed  by  Martyr* 
As  they  approached  the  king's  dwelling,  they  were  met  by  hi^ 
wi\ce^  40  4iie  number  .<^ithirty,.c^ix)ij^  branches  .of  .tb&  paltn- 
tree  in  ^ihdr^nands ;  ^uho  £m&  Mjotqd  die  ;^ipaniards  .with.a  folqaui 
4knGie,  accompanied  ^iralb  a  ^^eneral  ibng.  Thefe  oiartroxis  .wer^p 
iucceeded  i>j  a  train  of  Jvirgias,  diftkiguiflted  as  i^c^  by  thfiif 
Appeannce ;  the  former  Avearing  aproas^of  ootton  <^oth,  while  ,die 
latter  were  aqmg^d  xmiy  in  4he  inaocenoe  cf  puce  nature.  Their, 
hftir  was4kd  ifuttply  wtlih  a^fiUet  cvqr  «^idr'iQnbca.d8,.ar  (u^^red 
to  flow  graqefully  on  tbdir  Ihouldeis  and  Wcrms*  TJbeir  UmUi 
were  fiiialy  pro^onioned^  and  their  completions^  though  brown^ 
wctfe  fmoo<h^ihkdng  and^lovely.  The  Spaniards  were  ftruck  with 
adnura^on,  believing  that  they  beiifild  the  dryads  .of  the  wood$» 
andithe  nymphs  of  the  ^ountains^  realizing  ancient  fable.  Tha 
branches  which  they  bore  in  their  hands,  they  now  delivered 
with  lowly  obeifance  to  the  Lieutenant,  who^  entering  the  palace^ 
found  a  plen^ul,  and,  according  to  the  Indian  mode  of  living, 
a  fplendid  repa^  already  provided.  As  xiight  approached,,  the 
Spaniards  were  conducted  to  feparate  cottages^  wherein  each. of 

Cr) F.  MartTTtDecad. i. lib. r* 

'    iL'z  thcii 


lU. 


68^  HISTORY      OF      THE 

BOOK'  them  \Vas  accommodated  with  a  cotton  hammock ;  and  the  next 
'•  ^  morning  th^  were  again  entertained  with  dancing  and  finging^^ 
This  was  followed  by  matches  of  wreftling  and  running  for  prizes ; 
after  which  two  great  bodies  of  armed  Indians  uncxpcdlcdly  ap- 
peared, and  a  mock  engagement  enfued ;  exhibiting  their  modes 
of  attack  and  defence  in  their  wars  with  the  Charaibes.  For 
three  days  were  the  Spaniards  thus  royally  entertained,  and 
on  the  fourth,  the  affcftionate  Indians  regretted  their  depar- 
ture. 

III.  The  fubmiffive  and  rcfpedtful  deportment  of  thefe  placid 
people  towards  their  fuperiors,  and  thofe  they  coniidered  as  fuch^ 
was  derived  probably,  in  fome  degree,  from  the  nature  of  theiis 
government;  which,  contrary  to  that  of  the  Chara&es  under  a 
fimilar  climate,,  was  monarchical  and  even  abfolute.  The  regal 
authority  however,  though  not  circumfcribed  by  pofitive  inili- 
tutions,  was  tempered  into  great  mildnefs  by  that  coniftitutiohal 
benevolence  which  predominated  throughout  every,  part  of  their 
condud,  from  the  higheft  to  the  lowcft.  The  fympathy  which 
they  manifefted  towards  the  difbrefs  of  others,  proves  that 
they  were  not  wretched  themielves;  for  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
flavery  and  mifery^  men  are  commonly  devoid  both  of  virtue 
and  pity* 

Their  Kings,  as  we  have  &en,  were  calTed  Caciques,  and  dxeir 
power  was  hereditary: — But  there  were  alfo  fubordinate  Chief- 
tains, or  Princes,  who  were  tributaries  to  the  Sovereign  of  each 
diftridt.  Thus  the  territory  in  Hifpaniola,  anciently  called  Xara- 
guay,  extending  from  the  plain  of  Leoganc  to  the  Weftermoft 

part^ 
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part  of  the  ifland^  was  the  kingdom  of  the  Cacique  Behechio,  CHAP, 
whom  I  have  mentioned  above;  but  it  appears  from  Martyr,  that        ^^^• 
no  leis  than  thirty *two  inferior  chieftains  or  nobles  had  jurif- 
didtion  within  that  fpace  of  country,^^^  who  were  all  accountable 
to  the  fupreme  authority  of  Behechio  (s).     They  feem  to  have 
fomewhat  refembled  the  ancient  barons  or  feudatories  of  Europe;, 
holdiag  their  pofTefiions  by  the  tenure  of  iervice.  Oviedo  relates 
that  they  were  under  the  obligation  of  perfonally  attending  the 
Sovereign,,  both  in  peace  and  war,  whenever  commanded  fo  to 
do  (t).     It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Spanifli  hiftorians  afford 
very  little  information  concerning  this  order  of  nobles,  or  the 
nature  and  extent  of  their  fubordinate  jurifdi£tion» 

•  The  whole  ifland  ofHilpaniola  was  divided  into  five  great  king* 
doms  (u)^  of  two  of  which,  when  Columbus  firft  landed,  Gua- 
canahari  and  Behechio  were  abfolute  fbvereigns. — A  third  prin- 
cipal Cacique  was  Cuanaboa^  whofe  hiftory  is^  remarkable :  He 
had  been  originally  a  War  Captain  among  a  body  ofCharaibes; 
who  had  invaded  the  dominions  of  Behechio,  and,  on  con- 
dition of  preventing  the  further  incurfions  of  his  countrymeni 
had  received  his^  fifter,  the  beautiful  Anacoana,  in  marriage ;  to- 
gether with  an  extent  of  country,  which  he  had  converted  into  a 
feparate  kingdom.  The  ellablifhment  of  this  leader  and  his 
followers  in  Hifpaniola,  had  introduced  into  this  part  of  the  ifland 
the  Caribbean  language,  and  alfo  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and 
arrow /^x^  5  a  weapon  with  the  pradice  of  which  the  natives  of 

(i)  P.  Mkrtyr,  Decad.  i  Mb.  v.  •  (i)  Ovicdd,  lib.  iii.  c.  ir.. 

{m)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.  c.  iv.  {»)  Oviedo^  lib.  iii. 

the 
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the  larger  iilands  were  generally  uhacquakitecL  Cuanaboa  >how4 
ever  ftill  retained  his  ferocious  <]ifpoiitioa»  and  having  been  ac« 
-cufed  by  Guacan^iari  befoieChriftofJiherXIJQlumbas^of  inurder-« 
ing  fonfie  af  the  Spaniards,  v^^as  ordered  by  that  comiBander  to 
be  fent  to  Spain :  but  the  &ip  periilhed  art  £sd,  Tht  fad  fate  of 
his  unfortunate  widow,  t^e  innocent  AoaCoana^  cv^bo  was  moft 
atrocioufly  HHipdered  in  1 505,  by -Ovarndo,  the  Gaveriior  of  Hif^ 
paniola,  for  no  caufe,  that  I  can  ^icovct,  but  lior  fond  attach** 
nient  to  Bartholomew  Cohtn^Dus,  having  been  related  at  large 
in  the  late  American  hiftory,  need  not  ht  repeated  here* 

The  iflands  of  Cuba  and  Jamaica  wejre  divided,  like  HiQ>aiUola, 

:into  many  principalities  or  kingdoms;  but  we  are  told  that  the 

w-hole.exteut  of  Porto  Rico  was  fubjefit  to  .one .Cacique  only  fyj. 

It  ias  been  remarked,  tJwJt  ^Ue  dignity  lof  ^thde  .QUieftains  w^ 

hereditary  5  hutj  if  Mad:yris  to  be  credited,  the  Jaw  of  XucoeiBojt^ 

aflaong  them,  was  difforeot  from  ihat  of  all  other  .people  ,j  fpxlie 

^bferves {zj^  thatthe Cacigucs heqii^athed  the  fujpceme  awtixo- 

rity  to  the  children  of  tJaeir  lifters, -according  ito  &moril;y,  difin- 

heriting  their  own  offspring;  ^  bciog  certain,  adds  Martyr,  that, 

by  this  policy,  they  preferred  the  blood  royal ;  wiioh  might  not 

l;^ppeaioi>e  t^ca&,w^vanciqg.ai^  of  the  children  of  their 

**  numerous  wives."    The  rektion  of  Oviedo  is  ibmewhat  .djif- 

lewTxtf  and  feems  moie  probsd>le :  he  remarks  tjbat  one  of  the 

wives  of  each  Cacigue  was  particularly  diftioguiihe^  above  .the 

ceft,  and  ap^^s  to  ha\(e  ^beea  .qoi^^deac^d  by  the  people  ^t)e^gp 

as  the  reigning  Queen  faj;  that  the  children  of  this  lady,  accord«- 

(y)  ?.  M^r^rs  Decad  4.  1*.  iu  4%)  D^Ofd.  iix.  <:..«•       , 

/a)  Ovic(te^JBb.  V.  «.iti. 

ing 
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mgto  priority  of  biitb^  ftfoc^^ed  to  the  Other's  honors ;  \mt,  in  CHAP, 
default  of  iflae  by  the  £ivourke  Prkk^efs^  the  fifters  of  die  GacU        ^^ 
que,  if  there  were  no  fonriving  brodier$,  took  place  of  the  Caci- 
que's own  children  by  his  oth^r  wives*    Thus  Anacoana,  on 
^e  death  of  Behechio  her  brother^  became  Queen  of  Xara« 
guay  fij..    It  is'  obvi^s^  fllat  idbis  regulatioa  was  intended  to 
preveitt  the  mifchiefs  6f  a  diipuCed  fuicce^flion,  among  children, 
wbdife  pretenfioAs  were  equaL 

Tit£  ps'incipal  Caciqtie  was  di^ngviiibed  by  regad  ornaments^ 
and  numerous  attendants.    In  travelling  through  his  domi(ii^>s^ 
he  was  commonly  borne  on  men's  (boulders^  after  a  manner  very 
much.  refemWing  the   ufe   of  the   palanquccn   in   die   Eaft: 
Indies  fcj.  Accordilrg  to  Martyr  f'dj,  he  was  regarded  by  all  his 
AbjeftS  with  fuch  reverence,  as  even  exceeded  the  bounds  of  na- 
<urd  and  reafoft ;  for  if  he  ordered  any  of  them  tcr  caft  thcmfehrcs 
fieacBong  from  a  high  rock,  or  to  drown  thcmfclves  in  the  fea, . 
alledging  no  caufe  but  his  fovereign  pleafure,  he  was  obeyed  ^ 
without  a  murmur :  oppoiition  to  the  fupreme  authority^  being 
^enfideredj  not  only  sis  unavailing^  bat  impioii^. 


'  t 


Noft  did  their*  venefttioh  tttmhure  with  th6  life  of  the  Prince; 
It  was  extended  to  his  memory  after  death  i  a  proof  that  his  au-r 
tkority^ .  however  estravagaat,  waa  ieldon^  abu&d.  When  a 
GUcique  died,  hk  body  w»s  emboweKcdi  and  dried  in  an  oven,, 
moderately  heited ;  fo  that  the  bones  and  even  Ae  Ikin  wetc  pre^ 

(t)  Herrara»  lib.  vi,  c.  ii.  (c)  Herrara,  Ub.  u  c.  xvi. 

(fl)  Martyr,  Detad.  i.  c.  u 
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BOOK  fcrved  entire  feJ.Thc  corpfe  was  then  placed  in  a  cave  with^ofe 
i-  ^  of  his  anceftors,  this  being  (obferves  Oviedo)  among  thefe  iimple 
people  the  only  fyftena  of  heraldry ;  whereby  they  intended  to 
render,  not  the  name  alone>  but  the  perfons  alfo,  of  their  wor- 
thies immortal.  If  a  Cacique  tvas  ilain  in  battle^  and  the 
body  could  XJ0t  be  recovered,  they  compofed  forigs  in  his  praife^ 
which  they  taught  to  their  children ;  a*l)etter  and  nobler  tefti- 
mony  furely,  than  heaps  of  dry  bones  or  even  monuments  of 
marble;  fince  memorials  to  the  deceafed  are,  or  ought  to  be,  in- 
tended lefs  in  honor  of  the  dea4^  than .  ias  incitements  to  the 
Jiving yy;/- 

.  These  heroic  effufions  conftitutcd  a, branch  of  thofe  fdem- 
jiities,  which,  as  hath  been  obferved,  were  called -/fr/(?/(?rj ;  cpn- 
ilfling  of  hymns  and  public  dances,  accompanied  with  mufical  in- 
ftruments  made  of  (hells,  and  a  fort  of  drum,  the  found  of  which 
was  heard  at  a  vaft  diftance  (gj^     Thefe  hymns,  reciting  the 

(£)  Herrara,  lib.  iii,  c.  iu.     F.  Columbus,  c.  Ixi. 

(f)It  is  related  by  Martyr,  that  on  the  death  of  a  Cacique,  the  moft  beloved 
of  his  wives  was  immolated  at  his  funeral.  Thus  he  obfetvcs  that  Aciacaona, 
•on  the  death  of  her  brother  King  Behechio,  ordered  a  very  beautiful  woman, 
whofe  name -was  Guanahata  Benechina,,to  be  buried  alive  in  the  cave  where  his 
body  {after  being  dried  as  above  mentioned)  was  depofited*.  But  Oviedoi| 
though  by  no  means  partial  towards  th6  Indian  charafter,  denies  that  this  cuftom 
jwas  general  among  them  f.  Anacoana^  who  had  been  married  to  a  Charatbe, 
probably  adopted  the  pra£Uce  from  the  account  ihe  had  received  from  ker  hus- 
band of  his  national  cuftoms.  And  it  la  not  impoflible,  under  a  female  adminii^'- 
tration,— •om^nj'  favagisy^xxt  that  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the  unfortunalte 
yi£lim,  contributed  tp  her  deftruSioq. 

*  Martyr^  Decad.  iii.  Ub.  ii.  ^  Oviedqiy  lii».  t*  c«  lii« 

•  ii')  Herrara,  lib.  iii.  c  ir.    P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii.  c.  vii.    F.  Coliudias.  ' 

great 
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tgrtit  adtens  of  the  departed  Cacique ;  his  fame  In  war,  and  his 
gentlenefs  in  peace,  formed  a  national  hiftory  fJbJ^  which  was 
^  onfee  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  deceafed  monarch,  and 
a  lefibn  to  the  living.  Nor  could  any  thing  have  been  more 
iftftru6tive  to  the  rifing  generation  than  this  inftitution,  fince  it 
comprehended  alfo  the  antiquities  of  their  country,  and  the 
traditions  of  their  anceftors.  Expreffions  of  national  triumph 
for  vidlory  in  war,  lamentations  in  times  of  public  calamity, 
the  voice  of  feftivity,  and  the  language  of  love,  were  likewife 
the  fubjedls  of  thefe  exhibitions;  the  dances,  fo  eflential  a 
part  of  them,  being  grave  or  gay  as  the  occafion  required.  It 
is  pretended  that  among  the  traditions  thus  publicly  recited, 
there  was  one  of  a  prophetic  nature,  denouncing  ruin  and 
defolation  by  the  arrival  of  ft'rangcrs  compleatly  clad,  and 
armed  with  the  lightning  of  heaven.  The  ceremonies  which 
were  obferved  when  this  awful  predidtion  was  repeated,  we 
may  well  believe  were  ftrongly  expreffive  of  lamentation  and 
horror  fij. 

m 

IV.  Like  all  other  unenlightened  nations,  thefe  poor  Indians 
were  indeed  the  flaves  of  fuperftition.  Their  general  theology 
(for  they  had  an  eftablifhed  fyftem,  and  a  priefthood  to  fupport 
it)  was  a  medly  of  grofs  folly  and  childifh  traditions,  the  pro- 
geny of  ignorance  and  terror.  Yet  we  are  fometimes  dazzled 
with  a  ftrong  ray  of  funlhine  in  the  midft  of  furrounding  dark- 
nefs.  Hiftorians  have  prcferved.  a  remarkable  fpecch  of  a  ve- 
nerable old  man,  a  native  of  Cuba,  who,  approaching  Chriftopher 

(h)  Oviedo,  lib.  ir«  c.  iii. 

(-i)  Martyr,  ut  fupra.    Herrara,  lib.  ii.  c.  Iv. 

Vol.  I.  L  Cohimbus 
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fi  O  O  K    Columbus  with  great  reverence^  and  prefenting  a  baikct  of 

^ ^    fruit,  addreflcd  him  as  follows.     ^  Whether  joa  arc   diYini- 

^*  ties'*  (he  obferved)  *'  or  mortal  meQ»  we  know  not.  You  are 
^  come  into  thefe  countries  with  a  fbrce»  agaioft  which»  werer 
'*  we  inclined  to  refift  it^  refiftance  would  be  ioMy.  We  are 
^-  all  doerefore  at  your  mercy ;,  but  if  you  arc  men»  ruk)e<ft  to 
^  mortality  like  oarfelvc8»  you  cannot  be  unapprizcd^  that  after 
^  this  liie  there  is  another^  wherein  a  ^ery  di&rent  portioa 
^  is  allotted  to  good  and  bad  men«  If  therefore  yoii  exped: 
^  to  die,  and  believe,  with  us>  that  every  one  is  to  be  rewarded 
^  in  a  future  ftate,  according  to  his  conduct  in  the  prefent^ 
€€  y^y  ^^]}  ^  j^  }^Qf  (  tQ,  tfaofe,  who  do  none  to  you  fij" 

Their  notions  c£  future  happinefe  ieem  however  to  have; 
been  narrow  and  fenfiiaL.  They  fuppofed  that  the  fpirits  of 
good  men  were  conveyed  tx>  x  pka£int  valley,  whkh  they  called. 
C^ia  ^  a  place  of  indolent  tranquillfity,  abowiding  with  guavas^ 
and  other  delicious  fruits,  cool  (hades,  and  murmuring  rivu« 
lets  fij ;  in  a  country  where  drought  never  rages,  and  the  hur- 
ricane is  never  felt.  In  this  iibat  of  l^ifs  (the  Elyiium  of  anti-- 
quity)  they  believed  that  their  greateft  enjoymeat  wouid  arife 
from  the  company  of  their  departed  anceftors,  and  of  thofe. 
pcrfons  who  were  dear  to  them^  in  life  ("mj  i— a  proof  at  Icaft  o£ 
their  filial  picty^  and  of  the  warmth  and  tendcrnefe  erf  their 

afiedions  and  difpofitions*^ 

* 

(ij  Herrara^  lib.  ii.  c.  xiv.    Martyr,,  Dccad.  i«  lib,  iiL 

(I)  Fer«  CoL  c.  Ixk 

(m)  Herrara^  lib.  iii.  c«  iii* 

T»K 
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TttE  confcioufnefs  in  our  Indians  that  they  were  accountable  CHAP. 
beings,  feems  to  indicate  a  greater  degree  of  improvement  than  ^'^' 
we  are  willing  to  allow  to  any  of  the  natives  of  the  New  Hemi- 
fphere.  Although,  like  the  Charaibes,  our  iflanders  acknow*- 
iedged  a  plurality  of  Gods,  likb  them  too,  they  believed  in  the 
exiftcnce  of  one  fupreme,  invifible,  immMtal,  and  omnipotent 
Creator;  whom  they  named  Jocahuna(n).  But  unhappily, 
with  th«fe  icfiportant  truths,  theie  poor  people  blended  the 
moft  puerile  and  extravagant  fancies,  which  were  neither 
founded  in  rational  piety,  nor  produAive  of  moral  obligation. 
They  affigned  to  the  fupreme  Being,  a  father  and  mother, 
whom  they  diflinguiihed  by  a  variety  of  names,  and  they 
fuppofed  the  fun  and  moon  to  be  the  chief  feats  of  their  reii- 
dence  (o).  Their  fyftem  of  idol^worfhip  was,  at  die  fame  time, 
more  lamefitablc  than  that  df  the  Charak)es  j  for  it  would  ieem 
that  they  paid  divine  honors  to  flocks  and  flones  converted  into 
images,  which  they  called  Zemi^  not  regarding  thefe  idols  as 
fymbolical  reprefentations  only  of  their  fubordinate  divinities^ 
and  ufeful  as  fenfible  obje<5ts,  to  awaken  the  memory  and  ani-* 
mate  devotion,  but  afcribing  divinity  to  the  material  itfelf,  and 
adually  worfhipping  the  rude  flone  or  block  which  their  own 
hands  had  iaflrioned.  It  may  be  obferved,  however,  that  an 
equal  degree  of  folly  prevailed  among  people  much  more  en- 
lightened. The  Egyptians  themfelves,  the  mofl  ancient  of 
civilized  nations,  worfhipped  various  kinds  of  animals,  and 

(n)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib*  ix.    F*  Columbus* 
{9)  F«  Columbus.    P.  Martyr.    Benzoni. 

L  2  reprefentations 
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reprefcntations  of  animals;  fome  of  them  the  racft  noxious  ia- 
nature  ;  and  even  the  accomplifhed  philofophexs  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  paid  divine  honours  to  men  to  whom  they  had  them- 
felves  given  an  apotheoiis  ! — So  nearly  allied,  in  religious  re- 
rearches>  is  tlie  bliodnefs  of  untutored  nature^  to  the  infuiiicir^ 
ency  of  mere  cultivated  reaiun  t 

It  has  indeed  been  aflerted  (whether  juftly  or  not)- that  **^th« 
fuperftitions  of  Paganifm  always  wore  the  appearance  of 
pleafure,  and  often  of  virtue  fpj  ;*  but  the  theology  of  our 
,poor  iilanders  bore  a  different  afpef):.  By  a  lamentable  incon- 
fiftcncy  in  the  human  mind,  they  confidered  the  Creator  of  aU 
things  as  wholly  regardlefs  of  the  work  of  his  hands;  and  to 
have  transferred  the  government  of  the  wdrld  to  fubordinate 
and  malignant,  beings,  who  delighted  in  converting  into  evil 
that  which  he  pronounced  to  he  goo  J.  The  efflifions  of  gra- 
titude, thcwarmthof  afFe<a4on,,the  confidence, of  hope,  formed 
no  part  of  their  devotions.  Their  idols  v^ere  univerfally 
hideous  and  frightful,  fometimes  reprefenting  toads  and  other 
odious  reptiles  3  but  more  frequently  the  human  face  horribly 
diftorted ;— a  proof  that  they  confidered  them^  not  as  benevo»- 
lent,  but  evil,  powers ;— as  objects  of  terror, — not  ,of  admira- 
tion and  love. 

To  keep  alive  this.facred  and  avjtful  prejudice  in  the. minds 
of  the  multitude,  and  heighten   its  influence,  their  Bobitos  or 

(fi)  Gibbon. . 

Prieftsv 
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Priefts,  appropriated  a  confecratcd  houfe  in  each  village,  where-   CHAP, 
in  the  Zemi  was  invoked  and  worfhipped.     Nor  was  it  per-         m« 
mitted  to  the  people  at  large,  at  all  times,  to  enter,  and  on 
unimportant  occafions   approach    the  dread  obje<fl   of    their 
adoration.     The  Bohitos  undertook  to  be  their  meflengers  and 
interpreters,  and  by  the  efficacy  of  their  prayers  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  they  dreaded.     The  ceremonies  exhibited  on 
thefe  folemnities,  though  grofsly  ridiculous, .  were  well  calcut- 
lated  however  to  extend  the  prieftly  dominion,  and  confirm 
the  popular  fubjedtion*     In  the  Ikmo  view,  the  B(Aitos  added . 
to  their  holy  profeflion,  the  practice  of  phyfic,  and  they  claimr 
ed  like  wife  the  privilege  of  educating  the.  children  of  the  firft 
rank  of  people  (q)  \ — a  combination  of  influence  which,  ex- 
tending to  the  neareft  and  deareft  concerns  both  of  this  life 
and  the  next,  rendered  their  authority  irrefiftible. 

With  fuch  power  in  the  priefthood,  it  may  well  be  fup- 
.pofed,  tliat  the  alliance  between  church  and  ftate,  was  not  lefs 
intimate  in  thefe  iflands,  than  in  the  kingdoms  of  Europe.  As 
in. many  other  nationsi  religion  was  here  made  the  inftrument 
of  civil  defpotifm,.  J^nd  the  will  of  the  Cacique,  if  confirmed 
by  the  Prieft,  was  impioufly  pronounced  the  decree  of  heaven. 
Columbus  relates  that  fome  of  his  people  entering  unexpectedly 
into  one  of  their  houfes  of  worfhip,  found  the  Cacique  employe 
cd  in  obtaining  refponfes  from  the  Zemi.  By  the  found  of 
the  voice  which  came  from  the  idol,  they  knew  that  it  was^ . 

{(0  Martyr. 

hollow^. 
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BOOK  hollow,  and  dafhing  it  to  the  ground  to  expofe  the  impofturc» 
^*  they  difcovered  a  tube,  which  was  before  covered  with  leaves, 

that  communicated  from  the  back  part  of  the  image  to  an  inner 
apartment,  whence  the  Prieft  iflued  his  precepts  as  through  a 
fpeaking  trumpet  5— but  the  Cacique  earneftly  entreated  them 
to  fay  nothing  of  what  they  had  fcen;  declaring  that  by  means 
of  fuch  pious  frauds,  he  colle(Aed  tributes,  and  kept  his  king^ 
dom  in  fubje€lion* 

The  reader,  I  believe,  will  readily  acquit  me  for  declining  to 
enter  into  any  further  detail  of  the  various  wild  notions,  and  £m^ 
taftical  rites  which  were  founded  on  fuch  arts  and  impofturea^ 
Happily  for  our  iflanders,  however,  the  general  fyftcm  of  their 
fuperftition,  though  not  amiable,  was  not  cruel.  We  find  among 
them  but  few  of  thofe  barbarous  ceremonies  which  filled  die 
Mexican  temples  with  pollution,  and  the  ipedtators  with  horror. 
They  were  even  more  fortunate  in  this  refpeft  than  the  otherwife 
happy  infiabitants  of  the  lately  difcovered  iflands  in  the  Southern 
Pacific  Ocean;  amongft  whom  the  practice  of  offering  hiunan 
facrifices  to  their  deities,  is  ftill  as  dreadfully  prevalent,  as  it 
anciently  was  among  moft  of  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  natives  of  the  South-Sea  lilands^ 
1  cannot  but  advert  to  the  wonderful  fimilarity  obfervable  in 
many  refpedts,  between  our  ill-fated  Weft  Indians  and  that 
placid  people.  The  fame  frank  and  afFedionate  temper,  the 
fame  chearful  fimplicity,  gentlenefs  and  candour  ;-^a  behaviour, 
devoid  of  meannels  and  treachery,  of  cruelty  and  revenge,  are  ap- 

I  parent 
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parent  in  the  character  of  both  :-<-and  although  placed  at  &  great 
a  diftance  from  each  other»  and  divided  by  the  intervention  of 
the  American  Continent^'we  may  trace  a  refemblance  even  in 
many  of  their  cuftoms  and  inftitutions ;  fuch  as  their  national 
fonga  and  dances,  their  domeftic  csconomy,  their  fyftem  oT 
government^  and  their  funeral  ceremonies*  I  pretend  not,  how*- 
ever>  to  affirm  that  this  reiemhlance  is  fo  exa<2,  as  ta  create  the 
prefumption  of  a  common  origin*  The  affinity  perceivable  in^ 
the  difpofitions  and  virtues  of  thefe  widely  feparated  tribes,  arofe 
probably  from  a  fimilarity  in  their  circumftances  and  fkuation,, 
operating  on  the  general  principles  of  human  nature.  Placed 
alike  in  a  happy  medium,  between  favage  life,  properly  fo  called,, 
and  the  refinements  of  polifhed  ibciety,  they  are  found  eqmdly 
exempt  from  the  £brdid  corporeal  diftreiles  and  ianguinary^ 
paffions  of  the  former  ftate,  and  from  the  artificial  ncceffities,  the 
xefiraints  and  folicitudes  of  the  latter.  To  a  fpeculative  mind,, 
fuch  a  fituation  m^  appear^  for  a  moment,  even  fuperior 
to  our  own  j  ^  hot  if  we  admit^^  (fays  the  elegant  hiiborian^ 
of  the  amrabk  Otaheiteans)  **  that  they  are  upon  the  whole 
^  happier  than  we„  we  muft  admit  that  the  child  is  happier  than^ 
'^  the  man,,  and  that  we  are  loiers  by  the  perfection  of  our  tu^ 
^  ture,  the  increafe  of  our  kLnawledge,.and  the  enlai^ment  ofT 
•  our  views  f'rJJ'' 

1h  thofe  inventions  and  arts  which,  varying  the  enjoyments,* 
add  confiderably  to  the  value  of  life,  I  believe  the  OtaheiCeafka 
were  in  general  fomewhat  behind  our  ilknders:  in.  agricultureL 

(jr)  Hawkefworth's  Voyages,  vol.  li.  p.  105. 
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they  were  particularly  io'(s).  The  great  fupport  of  the  infular 
territories  of  the  South- Sea  confifts  of  the  bread-fruit,  and  tlie 
plantain;  both  which  flourifli  there  fpontaneoufly ;  and  although 
the  inhabitants  have  like  wife  plantations  of  yams  and  other  efcu- 
lent  roots,  yet  the  cultivation  of  none  of  them  appears  to  be  as 
extenfive,  as  was  that  of  the  maize  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  to  dif- 
play  equal  fkill  with  the  preparation  of  the  caiTavi- bread  from  the 
maniock  (t).     The  Weft  Indiana,  notwithftanding  that  they 

poilcffed 

^(s)  Dr.  Robcrtfon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  America,  vol.  i.  p.  332,  obferves  that 
a$  the  natives  of  the  New  World  had  no  tame  animals,  nor  the  ufc  of  the  metals, 
their  agriculture  muft  neceilarily  have  been  imperfe6i.  It  (hould  however  be  re- 
membered that  as  tN^xy  family  raifed  corn  for  their  own  fupport,  and  the  iflands 
being  (to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  Las  Cafas)  *<  abounding  with  inhabitants  as  an 
*'  anthill  with  ants^*  a  very&iall  portion  of  ground  allotted  to  the  maintenance  of 
each  family,  would  comprehend  in  the  aggregate  an  immenfe  fpace  of  cultivated, 
country*  Thus  we  find  Bartholomew  Columbus  obferving,  that  the  fields  about 
Zabraba,  a  country  in  the'Gulph  of  Darien,  which  he  viewed  in  1503,  ^^  were  all 
**  covered  with  maize,  like  the  corn  fields  of  Europe,  ySr  above  fix  leagues  to* 
^getter"  Unacquainted  with  the  foil  of  the  Weft  Indies,  Dr.Robertfon  ihould 
have  delivered  his  fentiments  on  this  fubje£l  with  difiidence*,  That  foil  which  is 
known  in  thefe  iflands  by  the  name  oi  brUk-mouldy  is  not  only  fuperior  to  moft 
others  in  fertility,  but  requires  very  little  trouble  in  cultivation.  Among  our 
iflanders,^o  whom  the  ufe  of  iron  was  unknown,  inftruments  were  ingenioufly 
formed  of  ftone,  and  of  a  certain  fpecies  of  durable  wood,  which  were  endued  with 
nearly  equal  folidity  and  fhnrpnefs.  We  find  them  felling  large  trees,  building, 
canoes  and  houfes,  and  forming  domeftic  utenfils  of  exquifite  workmanfhip« 
PofTefKng  the  tools  and  materials  necefTary  for  thcfe  purpofes,  they  could  not  be 
deftitute  of  proper  implements  for  the  ruder  operations  of  hufbar.dry,  on  a  foil  in- 
capable of  much  refiftance. 
J[t)  L*Abbe  Raynal,  in  oppofition^o  the  teflimony  of  all  the  early  Spaniffo 

hiftorians  who  have  treated  of  the  difcovery  and  produdions  of  America,  (none 
^fwhom  indeed  does  he  appear  to  have  confulted).afIerts  that  the  maniock 

flam 
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poSkf&d  almoft  every  variety  of  vegetable  nature  which  grew  c  H  A  ?• 
in  the  countries  I  have  mentioned,  the  bread  fruit  excepted,  HI. 
raifed  alfo  both  the  maize  and  the  maniock  in  great  abund- 
ance; and  they  had  acquired  the  fkill  of  watering  their  lands 
from  diftant  rivers,  in  times  of  drought  (^uj.  It  may  likewife 
be  cbftrvpi,  that  although  the  Otaheiteans  poflfefs  the  (hrub 
which  pro4uces  cotton,  they  neither  improve  it  by  culture, 
n<w  have  thQ  knowledge  of  converting  its  wool  into  cloth  fxj  ; 
but  content  themfelvcs  with  a  far  meaner  produftion  as  a 
fubflitute.  *  Our  inlanders  had  not  only  the  fkill  of  making 
excellent  doth  from  their  cotton,  but  they  pradtifed,  alfo  the 
art  of  dying  it  with  a  variety  of  colours ;  fome  of  them  of  the 
utmoft  brilliancy  and  beauty  ^yj. 

In  the  fcience.of  ihip-building  (if  the  conftru£tion  of  fuch 
veflels  as  either  people  ufed,  may  be  diflinguifhed  with  that 

plant  was  originally  introduced  into  the  Weft  Indies  from  Africa,  and  that  the 
Indians  were  firft  inftni£ted  hf  the  negroes  in  the  art  of  converting,  the  poifon- 
ous  root  into  wholefome  food.  For  the  fatisfadion  of  fuch  of  my  readers  as  . 
are  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  American  Hiftory,  I  think  it  neceflary 
to  obferve,  that  P.  Martyr,  in  his  firft  decad,  which  bears  date  November, 
1493,  feven  months  only  after  the  return  of  Columbus  from  his  iirft  voyage, 
particularly  mentions  the  maniock,  or  jucca^  as  furnifliing  great  part  of  the  food 
of  the  iflanders,  and  he  defcribes  their  manner  of  making  the  cqffavi  bread 
from  it;  obferving  that  die. raw  juice  is  as  ftrong  a  poifon  as  aconite^  Ne« 
groes  were  not  imported  into  the  iflands  till  mapy  years  after  this  account  was 
publiftied. 

(u)  Martyr,  Decad,  iii. 

(x)  Forfter's  Obfervations. 

(y)  Oviedo,     Purchas,  vol.  iil.  p.  985, 
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iippeUfttion)  the  fuperiority  is  oti  Hie  fide  cf  Otaheite  j  yet  the 
Piragua's  of  the  Weft  Indians  wei^  folly  fofficient  fyr  the 
navigation  they  were  employed  ifi»  and  indeed  were  by  ne 
means  contemptible  iea^boats.  We  aro  told  that  fbine  of 
thefe  vefleU  were  navigated  with  forty  oars  /"zj  i  and  Herrara 
relates,  that  Bartholomew  Columbus^  in  paflmg  thri^ugii  the 
Gulph  of  Honduras^  fell  in  with  one  that  was  eight  feet  in 
breadth,  and  in  length  equal  to  a  Spanift  galley.  Over  the 
middle  was  an  awning,  compofed  of  mats  and  palm-tree 
leaves  s  underneath  which  were  difp^ftd  the  w(Mnen  and 
irhildren,  fecured  both  from  rain  and  the  fpray  of  the  fea^-^It 
was  laden  with  commoditieB  from  Jncatan  faj. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  iflanders  far  furpafled  the  people  of 
Otaheite,  in  the  eleg^uce  and  variety  of  their  domeftic  utenfils 
and  ftirnitnre ;  their  earthenware,  curioufly  woven  beds,  and 
implements  of  hulbandry.  Martyr  fpeaks  with  admiration 
of  the  workmanfliip  of  feme  of  the  former  of  thefe.  In  the 
account  be  gives  of  a  magnificent  donation  from  Anacoana  to 
Bartholomew  Coiunoibifts,  on  his  ik&  vifit  to  that  Prinoefs,  he. 
obfenres  that,  among  other  valuables,  fhe  prefented  him  widi 
fourteen  chairs  of  ebony  beautifully  wrought,  and  no  lefs  than 
fixty  vefTels  of  different  forts,  for  the  ufe  of  his  kitchen  and 
table>  all  of  which  weie  ornamented  with  figures  of  various 
kinds,  fantaftic  forms,  and  accurate  reprefentations  of  living 

(%)  Martyr,  Decad.  u 

(a)  Herrara,  Decad»  i.  lib*  v* 

animals. 
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animals  (b).    The  induftry  and  ingenuity  of  our  Indians  there-   CHAP 
fix'e  muft  have  greatly  exceeded  the  meafure  of  their  want8«  ,    m* 
Having  provided  for  the  neceffities  of  their  condition^  they 
proceeded  to  improve  and  adorn  it. 

But  I  muft  now  leave  them  to  the  miferable  £ite  in  which 
it  pka&d  infinite,  but  infcrutable,  wifdom  to  permit  their 
mercilefs  invaders  to  involve  them  for  ever  I— It  may,  I  think, 
be  iafely  affirmed,  that  the  whole  ftory  of  mankind  affords  no. 
icene  of  barbarity  equal  to  that  of  the  cmelties  exerci&d  on, 
theie  innocent  and  inoffeniive  people.  All  the  murdera 
and  defblations  of  the  mod  pitilefs  tyrants  that  ever  diverted 
themielves  with  the  pangs  and  convulfions  of  their  feUow' 
creatures,  fall  infinitely  ihort  pf  the  bloody  enormities  com- 
mitted by  the  Spani(h  nation  in  the  conqueft  of  the  New 
World  i— a  conqueft,  on  a  low  eftimate,  efFeded  by  the 
murder  of  ten  millions  of  the  fpecies !  But  although  the  ac- 
counts which  are  tranfmitted  down  to  us  of  this  dreadful  car- 
nage,  are  ajithenticated  beyond  the  poilibility  of  difpute,  the 
mind  ihrinkiog  from  the  contemplation^  wifhes  to  r^iift  con- 
vidtion,  and  to  relieve  itfelf  by  incredulity : — Such  at  l^ft  i^ 
the  apology  which  I  would  frame  for  the  author  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Hiftory,  when  I  find  him  attempting,  in  contradiftion  to 
the  voice  and  fillings  of  all  mankind,  to  palliate  fuch  horrible 
wickednefe  (c).    Yet  die   fame  author  admits,   that  in  the 

fhort 

{h)  P.  Martyr,  Deesul.  i. 

(c)  Introdudion  to  the  Hiftory  of  America,  by  Dr.  Robertfon,  vol.  i*  p.  lo. 
<<  It  is  to  be  hoped'^  (fays  this  author)  "  that  the  Spaoiards  will  at  bft  dif« 
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BOOK    ^^^t  interval  of  fifteen  years  fubfequent  to  the  difcovery  of  ther 
I.  Weft  Indies,  the  Spaniards  had  reduced  the  natives  of  Hifpa- 

niola  "  fi-om  a  million  to  fixty  thoufand  (d)r  It  is  in  vaini^ 
that  he  remarks  on  the  bodily  teeblenefs  of  thefe  podr  Indians,, 
and  their  natural  incapacity  for  labour.  Such  a  conftitutional 
defeft,  if  it  exifted,  entitled  them  to  greater  lenity;  but  the 
Spaniards  diftributed  them  into  lots,  and  compelled  them  to  dig' 
in  the  mines,  without  reft  or  intermiifion,  until  death,  their 
Only  refuge,  put  a  period  to  their  fufFerings,  Such  as  attempt-^ 
ed  refiftance  or  efcape,  their  mercilefs  tyrants  hunted  dowi^ 
with  dogs,  which  were  fed  on  their  flefh.  They  difreg^ded 
fex  and  age,  and  v^dth  impious  and  frantic  bigotry  even  called 
in  religion  to  fenddfy  their  cruelties  I  Some,  more  zealous  than 
the  reft,  forced  their  miferable  captives  into  the  water,  and 
after  adminiftering  to  them  the  rite  of  baptifm,  cut  their  throats^ 
the  next  moment,  to  prevent  their  apoflacy !  Others  made  a 
vow  to  hang  or  bum  thirteen  every  morning,  in  honour  of  our 
Saviour  and  the  twelve  Apoftles !  Nor  wer^  thefe  the  ex-^ 
cefles  only  of  a  blind  and  remorfelefs  fknaticifin,  which  ex-^ 
citing  our  abhorrence,  excites  alfo  our  pity :  The  Spaniards^ 
were  adtuated  in  many  inftances  by  fuch  wantonnefs  of  malice^ 

<'  cover  this  fyffem  of  concealment  to  be  no  le6  impolitic  than  illiberal. 
^  From  what  I  have  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  my  enquiries,  I  am  fadsfie^ 
^  that  upon  a  more  minute  fcrutiny  into  their  early  operations  in  the  New 
(<  World,  however  R£PR£H£Nsi&lb"  (a  tender  expreffion*)  ^  the  adions  of 
<^  individuals  may  appear,  the  condu£l  of  the  nation  will  be  placed  in  a  more 
^  favourable  light."  This  opinion,  however,  needs  no  other  refutation  than 
that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  fubfequent  pages  of  the  learned  Author's 
Hiftory. 

^d)  Hiftory  of  America,  voU  i.  book  iii.  p.  i85« 

as 
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«r  is  wholly  unexampled  in  the  wide  hiftory  of  human  de-  C  H  A  ?• 
pravity.'— Martyr  relates  that  it  was  a  frequent  praftice  among  ^^I* 
them  to  murder  the  Indians  of  Hifpahiola  in  fport,  or  merely, 
he  obfcrves,  to  keep  their  hands  in  t^e.  They  had  an  emulation 
which  of  them. could  moft  dexteroufly  ftrike  off  the  head  of  a 
man  at  a  blow;, and  wagers  frequently  depended  on  this  hellifli 
exercife  (e).  To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  this  iniquity,  and  demon- 
ftrate  to  the  world,  that  the  nation  at  large  participated  in  the 
guilt  of  individuals,  the  Court  of  Spain  not  only  negledted  to 
punifh  thefe  enormities  in  its  fubjefts,  but  when  rapacity  and  ava- 
rice had  nearly  defeated  their  own  purpofes,by  the  utter  extirpation 
of  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  the  King  gave  permiffion  to  feize  on 
the  unfufpedting  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iQands,  and 
tranfport  them  to  perifh  in  the  mines  of  St.  Dbmingp.  "  Several 
"  veffels'*  (fay«  Dr.  Robertfon)  "  were  fitted  out  for  the  Lu- 
'^  cayos,  the  commanders  of  which  informed  the  natives,  with 
whofo  language  they  were  now  well  acquainted^  that  they 
came  from  a  delicious  country,  in  which  their  departed  an- 
**  ceftors  refided,  by  whom  they  were  fent  to  invite  them  to- 
**  rcfort  thither,  to  partake  of  the  blifs  which  they  enjoyed*  That 
^  fimple  people  liftened  with  wonder  and  credulity,  and  fond  of 
•*  vifiting  their  relations  and  friends  in  that  happy  region,  fol-. 
**  lowed  the  Spaniards  with  eagernefs.  By  this  artifice,  above 
^*  40^000  were  decoyed  into  Hifpaniola,  to  ihare  in  the  fufiferings 
^  which  were  the  lot  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  and  to 
*5  mingle  their  groans  and*  tears  withthofe  of  that  wretched. 

(i)  P.  Martyr,  Decade  i.  lib.  ?iu  • 

"  race  * 


4« 
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^  race  of  men  (f)^^  kSta  reading  thefe  accounts^  who 
lielp  forming  an  indignant  wifli  that  the  hand  of  Heaven,  by  fbme 
.miraculous  interpofition,  had  fwepc  theie  European  tyrants  from 
the  face  of  the  earth,  who,  like  fo  many  beafts  of  prey,  roamed 
round  the  world  only  to  defolate  and  ddboy ;  and,  more  re- 
morielefs  than  the  fierceft  favage,  thirfted  for  human  blood, 

(f)  Hiftory  of  America,  book  iii.  p.  i86.  See  likewife  P.  Martjr,  Decad.  rii. 
This  author  relates  the  following  afFe6ling  particulars  of  die  poor  Lucayans  dius 
fraudulently  decoyed  from  their  native  countries.  <^  Maay  of  them  in  the  anguilh 
*<  of  defpair,  obftinatcly  refufe  all  manner  of  fuftenance,  and  retiring  to  defert 
**  caves  and  unfrequettted  woods,  filently  give  up  the  ghoft.  Others,  repairing 
^<  to  the  fea-coaft  on  the  northern  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  caft  many  a  longing  looJc; 
^<  towards  that  part  of  the  ocean  where  they  fuppofe  their  6wn  iflaads  to  be 
^^  fituateds  and  as  the  fea-breeze  rifes,  they  eagerly  inhale  it;  fondly  believing, 
«'  that  it  has  lately  vifited  their  own  happy  vallies,  and  comes  fraught  with  the 
*  breath  of  thofe  they  love,  their  wives  and  their  children,  Widi  this  idea,  they 
*^  continue  for  hours  on  the  coaft,  until  nature  becomes  utterly  exhaufled  \  when 
*^  ftretchtng  out  their  arms  towards  the  ocean,  as  if  to  take  a  laft  embrace  of  dieir 
^  diftant  country  and  relations,  they  fink  down,  and  expire  without  a  groan/'— « 
*^  One  of  the  Lucayans"  (continues  the  fame  author)  <<  who  was  more  de- 
^  firous  of  life,  or  had  greater  courage  than  moft  of  his  countrymen,  took  upon 
<*  him  a  bold  and  difficult  piece  of  work.  Having  been  ufed  to  build  cottages  in 
^  his  native  country,  he  procured  inftniments  of  ftone,  and  cut  down  a  large 
'*  Q>ongy  tree  csilt^jaruma  *,  the  body  of  which  he  deKteroufly  fcooped  into  a 
<*  canoe.  He  then  provided  himfelf  with  oars,  fome  Indian  corn,  and  a  few 
*'  gourds  of  water,  and  prevailed  on  another  man  and  a  woman  to  embark  with 
'^  him  on  a  royage  to  the  Lucayes  Iflands.  Their  navigation  was  pro^pertwts  for 
^  near  206  miles,  and  they  were  ahnoft  within  fight  of  their  own  Img-loft  iliores, 
^  when  unfortunately  they  were  met  by  a  Spaniih  fhip,  which  brought  them 
^^  back  to  flavery  and  forrow.  The  canoe  is  dill  preferved  in  Hifpaniola  as  a  fin« 
^  gular  curiofity,  confidering  the  circumftances  under  which  it  was  made/' 

*  The  kmhiui,  or  wild  cotton  tree. 

without 
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witiiourhavbg  the  impuUe  of  natund  appetite  to  plead  ia  their  c  H  A  P« 
Ifefencc  f  HI. 

On  the  whole^^if  we  eonfider  of  How  little  Benefit  the  acqui- 
fition  of  tbefe  tflands  has  iiiice  proved  to  the  Spanish  nation,  and^ 
count  over  the  coft  of  the  conqueft,  we  muft  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  include  fuch  an  event  as  the  maflacre  of  ten  millions 
ftf  innocent  people  (comprehending  the  butcheries  in  Mexico  and 
Pern)  amongft  the  number  of  thofe  partial  evils  which  ultimately 
terminate  in  general  good:  Nor  can  we  poffibly  reconcile  its  per- 
miffion  to  our  limited  ideas  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  !; 
Divines  therefore  j.uftly  conclude^  that  no  ftronger  proof  than 
that  which  arifes  from  hence  need  be  given,  of  the  exigence  of 
a  future  and  better  ftatc,  wherein  the  unequal  diftribution  of 
mifery  and  happinefs  in  this  life  ihall  be  adjufted;  ^^  when  the 
**  crooked  Jhallbe  made  Jlraight^. and  the  rough  places  plain  (g)  /" 

{g)\ii  1585  Sir  Francis  Drake  made  a  defcent  on  Htfpanibla^  and  in  his  ac-* 
count  of  that  ifland)  which  is  preferved  in  Haklujt^  voK  iii.  he  relates  that  the  * 
Spaniards,  having  utterly  exterminated  the  ancient  Indians,  (not  a  Angle  defcen* 
dant  being,  I  doubt,  at  diat  time  living)  had  neverthelefs  derived  (b  little  advan- 
tage from  their  cruelty,  as  to  be  obliged  to  convert  pieces  of  leather  into  money  i^^ 
all  the  filver,  in  the  attainment  of  which  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  fo  many-' 
thoufiuids  of  poor  wretches  had  periflied,  having  long  fince  found  its  way  to  Eu- 
rope, and  the  inhabitants  had  no  means  of  getting  afrefh  fupply.  ■ 

It  maybe  proper  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  the  circumftance^ 
which  I  have  related  above,  refpe<Sting  the  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards,  are  ex- 
tracted from  the  writings  of  Bartholomew  De  Las  Cafas,  who  is  accufed 
by  Dr.  Robertfon  of  exaggeration  \ — but  Ovledo  himfelf,  who  endeavours  to 
palliate  the  monftrous  barbarities  of  his  countrymen  towards  the  natives,  by 
aflerting  that  they  were  addicted  to  unnatural  vices,  which  rendered  them  pro- 
perly obnoxious  to  punishment  (a  charge,  by  the  way,  which  Herrara  admits  to 
fae  ^^rpoJKtlefs)— Oviedo^  I  fay,  confeiTes  that  in  1 535,  only  ferty-three  years 

ppfterlo0: 
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pofierior  to  ttie  difcovery  of  Hirpanida,  and  when  be  was  bimielf  on  the  fyot^ 
there  were  not  left  alive  in  that  ifland  above  live  hundred  of  the  original  natives^ 
old  and  young ;  for  he  adds,  that  all  the  other  Indians  at  that  time  there,  had  been 
•forced  or  decoyed  into  flavery,  from  the  neighbouring  iflands  *•  Las  Cafa?,  it  is 
true,  when  he  fpeaks  of  numbers  in  the  grofs,  certainly  over-rates  the  original 
inhabitants.  But  it  does  not  ^pear  that  he  meant  to  deceive;  nor  is  there  any 
juft  reafon  to  fufpetSb  his  veracity  whon  he  treats  of  matters  fufcepdve  of  precifion  ^ 
.more  efpecially  in  circumftances  of  which  he  declares  himfelf  to  have  been  an  eye« 
.witnefs.  Let  the  reader  judge  of  Las  Cafas  from  the  following  narrative,  in 
which  his  falfhood  (if  the  ftory  were  falfe)  could  have  been  very  eaftly  deteAed* 
^^  I  once  beheld"  (fays  he)  ^.four  oriive  principal  Indians  roafted  alive  at  a  flow 
^'  fire ;  and  as  -the  miferable  ^idinis  poured  forth  dreadful  (creams,  which  dlflurb- 
-'^  ed  the  ccmmanding  officer  in  his  afternoon  flumbersj  he  fent  word  that  they 
^  Ihould  bcflrangled  s  but  the  officer  on  guard  (I  know  ^j$  name,  and  I  know 
'**  HIS  relations  in  SEVILLE). would  not  fufFerit;  butcaufing  their  mouths  to 
^^  be  gagged,  that  their  cries  might  not  be  heard,  he  ftirred  up  the  fire  with  his 
^<  own  hands,  and  roafted  them  deliberately  till  they  all  eypired.-^I  saw  it  my<^ 

«  SELF."  !  !  ! 

It  may  be  neceflary  perhaps,  on  my  own  account,  to  add,  that  I  have  no  othef 
edition  of  Las  Cafas,  than  that  which  v^as  publiflied  at  Antwerp,  in  1579.  From 
a  copy  of  that  edition  I  have  extra£led  the  foregoing  horrid  relation ;  my  hand 
trembling  as  I  write,  and  my  heart  devoutly  wi(hing  it  could  be  proved  to  b^ 
;&lf^ 

*  Qviedoi  lib.  iii.  c«  vi.  ' 
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CHAP,    IV. 


XiOnd   animals    ufed  as  food. — Ftjhes  and  loild  fowL—'IndiaM. 

IN  imwg  the ieveraltrib0$.of4)uadrupecb, properly  ib  caUed,  CHAP, 
which  anciently  exifted  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  wi^  be  £bu»4  .  ^^* 
that  the.  Windward  or  Caribbean  IHands,  poflelTed  all  that  were 
|)iofle)Sied  by  the  Ijtrger  iiUnds^  and  fame  ipesati  which  ^e  latter 
wci;e  without.  It  t$  likewife  obiervable  that  all  the  animals  of 
the  ferja^er,  are  ftjU  fouiid  in  GuiatUf  and  few  or  none  of  thera 
ia  North  America :  Tbeie  are  additional  proofe  that  the  Windr 
iirard  Iflands  were  aooicntly  peopled  firQm  t^e  ^uth*  The  enn^ 
«)er9tion  of  them  follows : 

u  The  Agouti^ 
ft.  The  Pecary, 
3.  The  Annadilk^ 
4*  The  Opolirum^ 

5.  The  Racoon^ 

6.  The  Mulk  Rat,  > 

7.  The  Alco, 

8.  The  fmaller  Monkey  of  feveral  varieties. 

These  I  think  are  their  moft  general  appellations;  but,  from 
the  variety  of  Indian  languages,  or  dialeds  rather  of  the  fame 
language,  which  anciently  prevailed  in  the  Iflands  and  on  the 

Voi.  I.  N  neighbouring 
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neighbouring  Continent,  fome  of  thefc  animals  have  been  dif-' 
tinguifhed  by  fo  many  different  names,  that,  in  reading  the 
accounts  of  them  tranfmitted  by  the  French  and  Spanifh  hifto- 
rians,  it  is  often  difficult  to  underfland  of  which  in  particular 
they  mean  to  fpeak. 

The  agouti  is  fpmetimes  called  couti^  and  coatL  It  was  cor«^ 
rupted  into  uti  and  utia,  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  at  prefent  it  is 
known  in  fome  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  terms  pucarara 
and  Indian  coney.  ^  It  is  the  mus  aguti  of  Linnaeus,  and  the  can^ 
of  Pennant  and  BuiFon. 

To  thefe  writers  it  is  fufficient  to  refer,  for  a  defcription  of 
its  nature  and  properties, — I  fhall  briefly  obferve  that,  in  com- 
paring it  with  the  quadrupeds  of  Europe,  it  fecms  to  conftitutc 
an  intermediate  fpecies  between  the  rabbit  and  the  rat;  and  of 
the  animals  which  I  have  enumerated  above,  this  and  the  hift 
are  I  fear  the  only  ones  that  have  efcaped  the  common  fate  of  aH 
the  nobler  inhabitants  of  thefe  unfortunate  iflihd^  man  himfelf 
(as  we  have  feen)  not  excepted  !  The  agouti  is. ftill  frequently 
found  in  Porto-Rico,  Cuba  and  Hifpaniola,  and  fometimes  in  the 
mountains  of  Jamaica.  In  moft  of  the  iflands  to  .Windward,  the 
race,  though  once  common  to  them  all,  is  uow  I.  believe  utterly 
cxtind:. 

The  pecary,  which  was  known  in  the  Windward  Iflands. 
only,  and  the  Continent,  has  been  honoured  with  no.lefs  variety 
of  names  than  the  agouti.  According  to  Rochefort  it  was  alio 
called  y^i;<7r/  znd  pac^uir^.     By  Dampier  it  is  n^mQd  pelas.    By 

Acofta. 
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Acoii2i Jaino  and  zaino.     It  Is  tht  Jus  tajacu  of  Linnaeus,  and  the  C  H  A  P^ 
pecary  and  Mexican-mufk  hog  of  our  Englifh  naturalifts.  ^* 

Op  this  animal  a  very  full  and  particular  account  has  been 
given  by  Monf*  BuiFon  in  his  Natural  Hiftory,  and  by  Dr. 
Tyfon  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions.  I  have  heard  that  it 
flill  abounds  in  many  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico ;  but  in  the 
Weft  Indian  iflands  I  believe  the  breed  has  been  long  fince  ex- 
terminated. Thofe  that  I  have  feen  were  carried  thither  from 
the  Continent  as  obje<3:s  of  curiofity  5  and  they  appeared  to  me 
to  diflfer  from  the  European  hog  principally  in  the  Angular  but 
weU-known  circumftance  of  their  having  a  mufky  difcharge 
from  an  aperture  or  gland  on  the  back,  erroneoufly  fuppofed  to 
be  the  navel  5  and  in  the  colour  of  their  briftles;  the  pecary 
being  indeed  highly  ornamented ;  for  the  briftles  of  thofe  that  I 
beheld,  were  of  pale  blue,  tipt  with  white.  It  is  alfo  related  of 
this  animal,  that  it  polTefles  far  greater  courage  than  the  hog  of 
Europe ;  and  when  hunted  by  dogs,  will  frequently  turn  and 
compel  its  enemy  to  retreat.  Thus  its  native  bravery  bringing 
it  within  the  reach  of  fire  arms,  contributed  doubtlefs  to  its  final 
deflrudtion  in  the  Iflands* 

Of  the  armadillo,  the  fpecies  anciently  known  in  thefe  iflands 
"^as  I  think  that  which  is  called  by  fyftematical  writers  the  nine 
handed.  It  is  covered  with  a  jointed  fhell  or  fcaly  armour,  and 
has  the  faculty  of  rolling  itfelf  up,  like  the^  hedge^hog.  As  food 
it  is  faid  to  be  very  wholefome  and  delicate.  It  was  once  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

N  2  Thr 
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A  The  opuffum  (or  manitou)  is  (tiftiBguiihable  from  all  other 
animals,  by  a  wonderful  property.  Under  the  belly  of  the  fe- 
male there  is  a  pouch,  wherein  (he  receives  and  ihelters  her 
young*-— Both  this  and  the  former  animal  arc  too  well  known 
to  the  curious  in  natural  reiearches,  to  render  it  neceilary  for  me 
to  be  more  particular.  I  believe  the  opuflUm,  like  the  pccary, 
was  unknown  to  the  larger  iflands^ 

The  racoott  was  common  in  Jamaica  mthe  time  of  Sloane, 
who  obfervcs  that  it  was  eaten  by  all  forts  of  people.  Its  abode 
was  chiefly  in  hollow  trees,  from  whence,  fays  Sloane,  it  makes^ 
paths  to  the  cane-fields,  where  it  chiefly  fubfifl^  j  a  circumftance 
which  while  it  indicates  that  its  number  was  confiderable,  eafily 
accounts  for  its  deflrudtion. 

The  mufk  rat  is  ^pilorh  of  nigjir^ifl^s:  it  burrows  in  the 
ear^,  and  finells  fo  (trongly  of  miffk,^  that  its  retreat  isr  caiily 
dilcovwed^.  According  to  the  French  writers,  thtefc  abounded 
anciently  in  Martinico  and'  the  other  Windward  Iflands  to  % 
great  degree  (a) ;  and  it^  refemWance  to  the  coramron  rat  of  Eu- 
rope, though  four  times  as  large,  probably  proved  fatal  to  the 
whole  race.  I  am  inclined  to  fufptA  that  this  animal  is  the 
agoutf  of  the  krger  Iflands'. 

TifrB  afca,  Aww  the  native^dog  of  the  New  Hfemifphere,  nor 
4oes  it  feom  to  have  diflered  greatly  from  that  of  the  Old ;  ex- 
cept that  it  poflTcflfed  not  the  power  of  barking/^^^/.  The  natives  of 

(a)  P«  Labat)  torn.  ii«  p.  302*  (b)  F.  Col.  c.  xxiv. 

Hifpaniola^ 
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HifywAok,  like  thofe  of  Otaheit^^  fettened  them  with  ear6>  and  C  H  A  P.; 

accounted  thtir  flefli  a  great  delicacy.   *^  In  St.  Domingo'*  (fays  *      IV. 

Acofta)  ^^  the  dogs^  of  Europe  have  ttaultiplied  fo  exceedingly, 

"  that  at  this  time  (1587)  they  are  a  nuifance  and  a  terror  to 

^  the  inhabitants^  and  a  price  is  fet  on  their  heads  as  on  wolves 

^  in  Old  Spain4     At  firft  there  wete  no  dogs  in  this  ifland,  but 

^  a  fmali  mute  creature  refctnbling  a  dog,  with  a  nofe  like  that 

•*  of  a  fex ;  which  thd  natives  called  dlco.     The  Indians  were  f6 

^  fond  of  thefe  littie  animaU,  that  they  carried  them  on  their 

^  ihoulderfi  wherdver  they  went,  or  nourished  them  in  theirs 

^  bofoms.f' 

The  mbiikey  and  its  varieties  require  no  defcriptidn.^^-An: 
Englifhman.  is  not  eafily  reconciled*  to  them  as  food ;  but  I  have 
been  afTured  by  an  ofiicer  of  diflindtion,  who  was  obliged  to  live 
on  them  fbme  time  for  want  of  other  animal  food,  that  they  have 
very,  much  the  |iavoar  tf 


TUvs  it  appears  that  out  of  eight  different  fpecies  of  edi«- 
ble  qiuadrupeds,  one  only  waie  domeAic  and  iequacious.  Fe\V 
kdeed  are  (he  ariimals  thsrt  own  allegiancd  to  tti^ai  in  his  fav&ge 
ftate.  Of  the  beafts  of  the  foreft^  the  ftrongeft  difpute  his 
filpeticMrity  and  the  weakeft  avoid  his  approach.  To  his  con- 
veoiency  therefore  they  cocitnbute  nothing,  and  towards  his 
necU'iihffient,  the  {\kppLiM  that  they  afford  are.  cafual:  and  uncer^ 
tain.  Nature  however  feema  to  hive  difplayed  towards  the  in^ 
habkants  of  thefe  iflands,  st  bounty  thit  almoft  rendered  fuper-* 
fluous  the  labours  of  art  in  pmcuiing  them  fuAenance;  fotg. 
beiides  the  animals  that  I  have  mentioned,  and  thofe  that  are 

fumiihed 
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S  O  O  K   furnilhed  by  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  the  woods  were  peopled 

with  two  very  extraordinary  creatures ;  both  of  which  anciently 
were^  and  (till  are,  not  only  uied  as  food,  but  accounted  fuperior 
delicacies. 

These  are  the  iguana  and  the  mountain-crab.     The  iguana 

(or,  as  it  is  more  commonly  written,  the  guanaj  is  a  fpecies  of 

Lizard :-— a  clafs  of  animals,  about  which  naturalifts  are  nor^ 

agreed  whether  to  rank  them  with  quadrupeds,  or  to  degrade 

them  to  ferpents.— They  feeni  therefore  to  ftand  aloof  from  all 

cftablifhed  fyftems,  and  indeed  juftly  claim  a  very  diftinguifhed 

place  by  themfelves.     From  the  alligator,  the  moft  formidable 

of  the  family,  meafuring  fometimes  twenty  foet  in  length,  the 

gradation  is  regular  in  diminution  of  fize  to  the  fmall  lizard  of 

three  inches ;  the  fame  figure  and  conformation  nearly  (though 

not  wholly)  prevailing  in  each.     The  iguana  is  one  of  the 

intermediate  fpecies,  and  is  conunonly  about  three  feet  long, 

and  proportionably  bulky.     It  lives  chiefly  among  fruit  trees, 

and  is  perfodUy  gentle  and  innoxious.     Europeans  doubtlefs 

learnt  to  make  food  of  them  from  the  example  of  the  ancient 

Indians,  amongft  whom  the  prance  of  hunting  them  was  a 

&vourite  diverfion  (cj  $  and  they  are  now  become  genially 

iqarce,  except  in  the  iflands  of  the  Windward-paflage,  and  iuch 

other  places  between  the  tropics  as  are  feldom  vifited  by  man. 

I  believe  indeed  the  Engliih,  even  when  they  were  more  plen«- 

tifiil,  did  not  often  ferve  them  at  elegant  tables  i    but  thcit 

French  and  Spanifh  neighbours,  lefs  fqueamifh,  ftill  devour 

them  with  exquiiite  relifli:   I  imagine  too  they  have  good 

(c)  F.  Col.  c  xxv. 
c  reafons 
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reafon ;  for  I  have  been  aflured  by  a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  CHAP, 
elegance,  who  fpoke  from  experience,  that  the  iguana  is  equal         ^^* 
in  flavour  and  wholefomenefs  to  the  fineft  green  turtle  fdj. 

RESPECTiNa  the  mountain  crab,  which  Ml  furvives  in  the 
larger  of  theie  lilands,  though  its  final  extindtion  is  probably 
at  hand,  its  hiftory  is  fo  wonderful,  that  I  choofe  rather  to  give 
it  in  the  language  of  others,  than  in  any  recital  of  my  own* 
The  authors  from  whom  I  tranfcribe,  are  Du  Tcrtre  and 
Brown.     They  both  v^rrote  from  their  own  knowledge  and 

(d)  P.Labat  likewife  fpeaks  of  a  fricafleed  guana  with  high  approbation. 
He  compares  it  to  chicken,  for  the  whitenefs  of  its  flefh  and  the  delicacy  of  its 
flavour.—- Torn.  iii.  p.  315.    In  a  fubfequent  page,  he  gives  a  minute  account 
of  the  manner  of  catching  this  animal,  and  if  the  reader  has  no  obje£lion  to 
accompany  the   good  Father  a  la  chaffij  he  may  participate  in  the  diverfion  as 
follows :  "  We  were  attended''  (fays  he)   "  by  a  negro,  who  carried  a  long 
^  rod ;  at  one  end  of  which  was  a  piece  of  whipcord  with   a  running  knot; 
<*  After  beating   the  buihes  for  fome  time,  the  negro  difcovered  our  game 
*^  balking  in  the  fun  on  the  dry  limb  of  a  tree.    Hereupon  he  began  whiiUing 
<<  with  all  his  might,  to  which  the  guana  was  wonderfully  attentive,  ftretching 
"  out  his  neck  and  turning  his  head,  as  if  to  enjoy  it  more  fully.     The  negro 
*<  now  approached,  ftill  whiftling,  and  advancing  his  rod  gently,  began  tick- 
**ting  with   the  end  of  it  the  fides  and  throat  of  the  guana,  who  feemed 
^  mightily  pleafed  with  the  operation ;  for  he  turned  on  his  back,  and  ftretched 
^  himfelf  out  like  a  cat  before  a  fire,  and  at  length  fairly  fell  afleep ;  which 
^  the  negro  perceiving,  dexteroufly  dipt  the  noofe  over  his  head,  and  with  a 
^'  jerk  brought  him  to  the  ground :    and  good  (port  it  afforded'*  (continues 
the  reverend  hiftorian)    <'  to  fee  the  creature  fwell  like  a  turkey  cock,  at  find- 
^  ing  himfelf  entrapped.    We  caught  others  in  the  fame  way^  and  kept  one 
^  of  them  alive  feven  or  eight  days,  but  it  grieved  me  to  die  heart  to-  find 
^  that  he  thereby  loft  much  delicious  fat."    Thefe  animals  are  likewife  known 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.    Sir  Jofeph  Banks  Oxot  .one  of  them  at  Batavia,  and  found 
Jtgoodfooc); 
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perfpnai  jdyfkmjdcm,  and  ihf  fads  which  diey  relate  hssm  i^eeti 
rapeated  to  me  a  thoufand  tiaios  in  the  Weft  ixviies^  by  perfoM, 
who  I  am  &xk  never  knew  what  has  hesn  pubiUhed  on  tlie 
fubjedl  by  any  author  whatever.  *'  Thefe  animals''  (fays  Du 
Tertre)  ^  live  «ot  ^ly  in  a  luod  of  4)rdcrly  Ibciety  in  *heir 
^<  retreats  in  the  mountains^  but  ^eguladiy  ^nc€  a  year  inarch 
^'  down  zo  the  £ta<^de  in  a  body  of  H^mc  {mllums  at  a  time. 
♦*  As  they  makiply  in  gieat  numbers,  th^  ctmie  dke  months 
:**  of  April  or  May  to  begin  their  expoditien  i  and  then  fally  oat 
***  from  the  ftumps  of  hoMow  trees>  from  fhe  clefts  of  roeks, 
*^and  froin  the  holes  which  they  dig  for  themfelve$  gnjier 
*'  the  furfacc  of  the  earth.  At  that  time  the  whple  gr,QUfl4 
f ^  is  covered  with  this  band  of  adveiUurcrs  i  ihens  is  no  Xettiag 
**  down  'one's  foot  without  treading  upon  them.  The  fea  it 
'*  their  place  of  deftination,  and  to  that  they  direft  their  march 
•**  with  right-liped  precifion^  No  geometrician  CQuld  fend 
'<  them  to  their  defined  llation  by  a  ihort^  courfe ;  they 
^<  neither  turn  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left  whatever  obftacles 
**  intervene ;  and  even  if  they  meet  with  a  houfe»  they  will 
^*  attempt  to  fcale  the  walls  to  keep  the  unbroken  tenor  of 
**  their  way.  But  though  this  be  the  general  order  of  their 
^*  route,  they  upon  other  occafions  are  compelled  to  confoml 
^  to  the  face  of  the  country,  and  if  it  be  interfefted  by  rivers^ 
**  they  are  feen  to  wind  along  the  courfe  of  the  ftream.  The 
^f  proceffion  fets  forward  from  the  movntaiqs  wit]^  tl»  |)pgi^ 
^^  larity  of  ai)  army  under  the  guidance  of  an  expciienced  com* 
^*  mander.  They  are  commonly  divided  into  battalions,  of 
^^  which  the  firft  confifts  of  the  ftrongeft  and  boldeft:  males, 
'^  that,  like  pioneers,  march  forward  to  clear  the  route  and 
X  *•  6cc 
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•*  face  the  greateft  dangers.     The  night  is  their  chief  time    CHAP. 

**  of  proceeding,  but  if  it  rains  by  day  they  do  not  fail  to  profit 

*•  by  the  occafion,  and  they  continue  to  move  forward  in  their 

**  flow  unifoi-m  manner.     When  the  fun  (hines  and  is  hot  upon 

•*  the  furface  of  the  ground,  they  make  an  univerfal  halt,  and' 

•*.  wait  till  the  cool  of  the  evening.     When  they  are  terrified,* 

^  they  march  back  in  a  confufed  diforderly  manner,  holding  up* 

"  their  nippers,  with  which  they  fometimes  tear  off  a  piece  of 

^'  the  fltin,  and  leave  the  weapon  where  they  inflifted  the 

» 

*^  wound .r 

**  When,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  andefcaping  a  thoufand 
'•^  dangers,  for  they  are  fometimes  three  months  in  getting  to 
**  the  fliore,  they  have  arrived  at  their  deftined  port,  they  pre- 
"  pare  to  caft  their  fpawn.  For  this  purpofe  the  crab  has  no 
♦•  fooner  reached  the  (hore,  than  it  eagerly  goes  to  the  edge 
•*  dE  the  water,  and  lets  the  waves  wa(h  over  its  body  two  or 
**  diree  times  to  vrafli  off  the  fpawn.  The  eggs  are  hatched 
**  under  the  fand ;  and  foon  after,  millions  at  a  time  of  the 
**  new  bom  crabs,  are  feeii  quitting  the  fhore,  and  flowly 
^  travelling  up  to  the  mountains," 

So  far  Du  Tertre,  as  copied  by  Goldfmith.  What  follows, 
is  from  Brown's  Hiftory  of  Jamaica.  **  The  old  crabs  having 
<*  difburthened  themfelves"  (as  above)  "  generally  regain  their 
^  habitations  in  the  mountains  by  the  latter  end  of  June. — In 
**  Augufl;  they  begin  to  fatten,  and  prepare  for  moulting ;  filling 
^  up  their  burrows  with  dry  grafs,  leaves,  and  abundance  of 
*•  other '  materia^.— When   die  proper    period  comes,  each 

•  Vol.  I.  O  ^  retires 
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'^  i^et^rvs  to  kU  hok>  iS^^s  vp  th?  paffa|p  aod  remfttss  i|Lute 
'^  i)na<£t|ve  untjiil  he  .g9t$  fid  c^  hi$  old  4^611^  and  is  f«lly  pixivi-^ 
f«  4c4  with  fi  new  on«.  How  loqg  they  contiauis  ia  tfaii  {faite^ 
*'  <i$  ^^M^erftin,  but  the  flaell  i$  firft  ol?ferved  tp  burft  at  the 
•^  t»cl?  gn4  the  fides,  to  ^ive  a  paffage  to  the  l>ody,  tni  the- 
^*  animal  e»tr^«  it^  }lmbs  Irom  aU  the  oth^r  parts  grack»Hf 
••  afterwards.  At  thfe  l»»6  the  fldh  i^  in  the  rk^heft  ftat^ 
^  and  covered  only  wjih  «  ^nder  nembranw9  {kiQ«  y/ffitgHcd 
H  widi  a  imdtitudf  of  r^ddifh  veuMs»  jiHit  thi^  harden;  gmdually» 
**  and  foon  becomes  a  pcrfed  (hell  like  the  former,  U  ie 
<^  howevier  remarkable  that^  during  this  change,  there  are  fome 
^*  ftony  concretions  always  feimed  in  die  bag»  which  wwRc 
*'  and  diflblvie  as  the  creature  ^ra^s  aad  perfeAy  its  new  <:rujf|/' 


.  To  thefe  ^  aiid  p»rtic«Jar  accounts  J  wiU  add>  efsny  -own 
knowle^e,  that  .many  p€K)pIe,  in  ord^r  to  «At  of  thi^  fmg^r 
animal  in  the  higheft  perfedHoo*  c%iife  them  tp  he  dug  9ut  of 
tihe  earth  in  the  mpulting  ftate ;  %iit  they  are  MfufiUy  tajien 
fro^i  the  time  they  begin  to  move  of  thejufUves,  tiil  diey 
i:each  the  &a  a^  already  related*  During  idl  this  ^tiaie  they  are 
in  fpawn,  and  if  my  teftimony  can  add  weight  to  thift  of  aM 
who  have  written^  and  all  who  have  feafled,  on  the  fubjed,  I 
pronounce  them,  without  doubt»  q^  ^  the  cKoiceft  morfels  in 
nature.  Th/s  ob&nralion  theiiefore  of  Dn  T^rtKf  J3  neither 
hy^erboUa»)>  nor  extravagant.  Speaking  of  the  variow  ipecie^ 
of  this  animal,  he  teims  thfn»  ^'  a  Uvipg  and  p^petwd  fqpply 
<<  of  manna  in  the  wilderne6;  equalled  only  by  .the  mimculpue 
♦*  bpHnly  A^  Proyide^99  to  the  chi)4?)e9  of  Ifiwl-wHen  wander- 
*'  mg  in  iJw  defcrt,    Th<^»a«  a  i5ef9MffWt''  x;eotiflMca  he,  *^  to 

♦  Viwhich 
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f'  wtiitk  tht  Indians  hare  at  all  timea  reibrf  j^  Ibr  vriidl  s(l!  Cit  A  I^. 
^  etber  proviftons  are  fcarce,  this  never  fails  dsem/'  iV. 

Such  plenty^,  if  not  variety  of  animil  food  had  the  hvHh 
hand  of  nature  enabled  the  groves^  and  the  feifefts  of  theie  hl^^tiy 
favoured  iflands  to  furniih  for  the  ufe  of  ixian.  The  reg^sl  cf 
water  and  of  adr  were  ftill  more  cofnotifly  ^ted*  Hajpipily  tbe' 
inhabitants  of  thofe  elements^  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  arta  c£  dor**' 
ftrudion  than  the  races  that  I  have  defcribed^  ar^  yet  fofficientlyr 
numerous  to  bearwitnefs  themfelves  to  the  inexhauftlble  Itbetali^ 
of  their  almighty  Creator.p-^We  tnay  £xy  m  the  language  of 
Mflton^ 

■     Each  creek  and  bay 
With  fry  innumerable  fwarm,  and  fhodf 
Of  fifli  glide  under  the  green,  wave.— *— 

>      I    ■     ■■  Paf t  ftngtci  of  with  matC) 
OndN^  tht  AiMnr^ed  chetr  ^ffure ;  aAtf  thro'  graves 
OFcQyatftri^i.or9fportiilg  with  quick  gkftidi^ 
Show  t«  the  fun  their  wa7*d  coau  dro^  witfi  gokk 

While  the  woods  and  the  iSMAiGs  e<q[|taUy  abound  witb  tfiid 
fowl  of  in£nita  vtekty»  and  exquififk  flaK^Our  fej.    But  of  i&d 

tribes 

(^^/^Thtf^oioff  detkiMsbirdindic  Weftbidibs  is  the^jTM,  dfOtS^^/r-JU^/ 
It  is  the  emierixa  oryzivfrt  of  Linnzus^  or  rkcrbird  of  AoulhCak'olioa  ;  of  which 
a  delcriptibn  is  given  by  Catefby.-*<Yetk  is  remarkable  that  they  are  reckoned 
brrdi  dt  paHage  irr  North  America  is  well  as  in  the  Weft'  Indies.  Catefby  ob- 
ferves,  diat  they  arrive  in  Carolina  in  inikiite  numbers  in  the  niondi  of  S^pttem^ 
biefy. to  devoor  the  rice :  they  contintte  there  about  three  weeks^aod  retired  when 
die  rice  begins  to  grow  hard.— He  fuppofes  their  route  to  be  from  Cuba  td  Cato* 
linfti  but  t  believe  they  are  not  in  the  iflands  till  the  month  of  OAober.*^"Af  iMft 
it  Is  in  that  month  that  they  viHt  Jamaica  in  prodigious  fli^i^  to  feed  on  the 
feeds  of  the  Guinea  §rafs.— ^Accbrding^to  Catc(hy»  tbeAivif  only  arrime  i^  C4ro* 
liiia  in  September.    The  hen  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  lark,  and  coloured  jat^  uft* 

O  Z  like 


lOJO 

TV' 


».  * 


H  I  S  T:0  R:  Y      OF      THE 

tribes  which  thefe  iflands  ftill  abundantly  furhiai,  and  from 
whofe  nature  gftd  properties  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehencT 
an  cxtiniition  of  the  race,  it  is  not  within  my  province  to  treat. 
The  enumeiiition  that  I  have  made  has  chiefly  extended  to  fuch 
as  from  their  fcarcityare  feldom  noticed  by  modern  tiatiilraUfts 
and  voyagers,  or  of  which  the  knowledge  and  even  the  names  are 
loft  to  the  prefent  inhabitants  :— *for  it  has  been  juftly  oHfen^ed 
that  what  from  its  antiqaity  is  but*  little  known,  has  from  that 
circumftancfe  alone  -  the  recommendation  of  novelty.  I  fhall 
therefore  clofe  my  account  of  the  animal  creation  with  a  defcrip- 
tion;of  two  verycurioud  ipethods^  known  to  the  antieht  Indians, 
of  catching  fifh  and  wild  fowl,  with  which  I  believe  theTeadcr 
will  be  amufed.  - 

"The  Indians  of  Janialca  and  Cuba"  (fays  Oviedo)  **  go  a 
**  fifhing  with  the  remora,  or  fucking-6ih,  whiph  they  employ  as 
"  falconers  employ  hawks.  This  .  fifti,  which  is  not  above  a 
"  fpan  long,  is  kept  for  the  piirpofe  and  regularly  fed.  The 
**  owndr  on  a  calm  morping  terries  it  out  to  f6a,  fecured  to 
*<  his  cano^  by  a  fmdl  4>tit  ftrong  line,  many  fathonis  in  length  ; 
"  arid  the  moment  the  creature  fees  a  fifh  in  the  water,  though 
**at  a  great  diftance,  it  darts  away  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  an 
*'  arrow,  and  fbon  faftens  upon  it.  The  Indian  in  the  mean 
"  time  loofens  and  lets  go  the  line,  which  is  provided  with  a 

like  it  in  the  back  ;  the  breaft  and  belly  pale  yellow,  the  bill  ftrong  and  (harp- 
pointed,  and  fliaped  like  moft  others  of  the  granivorous  kind. — ^The  cock's  bill  is 
lead  colour,  the  fore  part  of  the  head  black,  the  hinder  part  and  the  neck  of  a 
reddidit  yelloW)  the  upper  part  of  the  wing  white,  the  back  next  the  head  black ; 
Ifiwcr  down  grey,  the  rutnp  white,  the  greateft  part  of  the  wing  and  the  whole, 
tall  black ;  the  legs  and  feet  brown  in  both  fexes. — ^Vidc  the  Tetlow  Fly-caUher  of 
EdwaHs,p.  5.     '  •      .     •    • 

**  buoy 
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*.*  buoy  ^^tlteepis  on  the  furface  of  the  fta,  and  ferves  to  mark'  CHAP. 
^  the  courfe  which  the  remora  has  taken,  and  he  purfiics  it  in  ^  ^^' 
*-*  his  canoe,  until  he  conceives  his  game  to  be  nearly  exhauftcd 
*i'fmil,tBn^down.— He  then,  taking  up  the  buoy,  gradually  draws 
'•*  .the  line  to  Wards  the  (bore;  the  remora  ftill  adhering  with  in- 
*?•  flexible  tenacity  to  its  prey,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that 
**  he  is  made  to  quit  his  hold.  By  this  method"  (adds  Oviedo) 
*-*I  have  known  a  tiirtle  caught,  of  a  bulk  and  weight  which 
•i  no  fingle  man  could  fupport  ffj**' 


<r  \ 


.'-r.o'j 


SIR  contrivance  for  catching  wild  fowl' was  equally  inge- 
nious,, thbugh  pradifed  I  belfeve  by  other  nations,  particularly 
the  Ghinefe,  even  at  this  day.  In  die  ponds  which  thefe  birds 
frequent,  they  ufed  to  throw  calabafhes  (a  fpecies  of  gourd) 
which  float  about  ithe  water,  and  which  being  at  length  accuf- 
tomed  to^  the  wild  fowl  would  approach  without  fear,  and 
fometimes  even  reft  upon.  Having  fucceeded  thus  far,  the 
fportfman  puts  one  of  thefe  gourds  on  his  head  (firft  making 
apertures  for  the  fight  and  the  breath)  and  very  cautioufly  creeps 
into  the  water,  either  gently  fwimming,  or  walking  where  the 
ftream  is  (hallow,  with  his  head  only  above  the  water,  until  he 
gets  among  the  fowl,  when  feizing  one  at  a  time  by  the  feet,  and 
dragging^  it  by  a  fudden  jerk  under  the  furface,  he  fattens  it  to  his 
girdle,  and  thus  loads  himfelf  with  as  many  as  he  can  carry- 
away,  without  creating  the  leaft  alarm  or  difturbance  among 
the  reft/  .        ;.   : 


<  <* 


I  MIGHT  now  proceed  to  an  enumeration  and  account  of  the 
efculent  vegetables  originally  produced  in  thefe  Iflands;  efpecially 

(/)  Retrara  confirms  this  account.     See  alfo  P.  Martyr,  Dccad.  i.  lib.  ii. 

thofe 
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B  O  Q  K  thofe  moft  va]iiat>k  ones,  the  maisej  the  ylantain,  the  teankxik^ 

^t f'  9nd  th&dilFereat  fpecies  of  tbcr  diofcorea  atyirxi;  of  which,  ^ni 

tha  many  delicious  fruits,  the  g^wtb  q£  th«i^  climates^  the  jia«' 
tives  without  doubt  compoi^  the  chief  part  of  their  daily  fap«^ 
port :  h^t  I  am  here  happily  anticipated,  by  fbe  vokimioous  cbU* 
ledH^ito  of  ^ematical  writers ;  particularly  thofe  of  ^loane, 
Br^woi  and  Hughes.  NevertheloCs  it  W6re  to  be  wished  that 
thaie  aujthors  had  more  frequcndy  difcrimioatj^d  than  they  ap- 
pear to  have  done,  fuch  vegetables  as  are  indigsnouai,  from  thoft 
which  have  been  tranfplanted  from  foreign  countries.  Nature, 
with  moA  beneficent  inteittion»  htfs  beAoWed  on  cbftant  climates 
^d  regions  maay  fpecies  pecidkur  c^  each*  This  varic^  in  her 
work^y  is  «ne  of  thegreateft  ineitemmte  to  hum*a  induftry  ;  andb 
the  pro^efs  of  men  in  fpresKltng  alawoad  the  blading^  of  Pimri^ 
dpQce^r  adorning  and  enriching  the  widely  kp$MM^  ngioAsi  q£ 
the  glob9  with  tbeir  reciprocal  produ£|ifiRiSit  aa  it  ii  om  of  dnr 
moil  u^ul  empkyuAents  of  ourfacultiss.  foit  is  a  fubjoA  wiiicii 
well  deieirvei  the  notice  of  the  hUlorian^  and  the  contem|dation 
of  the  philofopher. 

B9T  it  is  now  time  to  quit  gcaaraldeftdptioa  fbr  partku^ 
hiilory.  Many  ol^edts  indeed  are  heteaftes'  m  bft  coniidercEk^ 
which^  being  conunon  to  all  oui  Weft  Indian  poflcdfionsi  wiU 
he  ^ompreheniiveLy  diicufled  r^but  in  previoufly  tmadi^  of  the 
origin  and  progrefs  of  our  national  e^jbabliilhments  in  tiiem»;  k 
(eems  proper  to  difcourie  of  each  liland  feparately; — and^as  thct 
moil  important^  I  begin  with  Jam aica« 


APPEN- 
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APPENDIX  TO  BOOK  I. 

Cmtainmg  fane  additional  (Afervatioas  cmc&rfdng  the  origin  i^ 

t6e  Cbaraii^s. 

HAVING  ventured,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  book,  A  P  P  E  N- 
to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Hornius  faj  and  other  writers^  D I X, 
who  affign  to  fome  of  the  natives  of  America  an  oriental  origin, 
and  fuppofe  that  they  anciently  croflc^  the  Atlantic  Ocean^  I 
beg  the  reader's  indulgence  while  I  briefly  ftatc  the  evidence 
whereon  I  attempt  to  rebuild  a  fyftem,  which  it  has  become 
faihiooable,  among  fome  late  philofophers,  to  rejeft  ^d 
jJeride. 

So  piaoy  volumes  have  indeed  already  been  written,  and  fb 
much  ufclefs  learning  exhauded,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  firft 
|>eopUng  America,  that  I  doubt  the  reader  will  fhrink  with  diif- 
guft  from  an  inveftigation,  which  perhaps  has  given  rife  to  a^ 
great  a  number  of  idle  books,  as  any  queflion  (fome  difputed 
points  in  divipity  excepted)  that  ever  difba^ed  the  attention  of 
maokind. 

It  may  be  neceflary  therefore  to  premife,  that  I  mean  to  apply 
my  argument  to  the  Cbaraibe  Nation  only ;  a  people  wbofe  mari- 
ners an^l  chara<5teriflic  features. ^enpte,  a$  I  conceive,, a  difl^re^t 
anceihy  from  that  of  the  generality  pf  the  American  nations, 

(a)  De  originibu«  Americanis,  lib*  ii.  c.  vi« 

It 
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It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  notion  of  their  tranfatlantic 
origin  fhould  have  been  treated  with  derifion. — The  advocate* 
for  this  opinion,  like  the  framers  of  m'oft  other  fyftems,  by  at- 
tempting to  prove  too  much,  have  gained  even  lefs  credit  than 
they  deferve.  In  contending  that  the  New  World  wad  firft  plan  ted 
by  adventurers  from  the  Old,  they  univerfally  take  for  granted, 
that  fome  of  thofe  adventurers  .returned,  and  gave  accounts  of 
their  difcoveries  3  for  they  fuppofe  that  America  was  well  known 
to  the  ancients ;  that  not  only  the  Phehicians  made  repeated 
voyages  thither ;  but  that  the  Egyptians  and  Carthaginians  alfo, 
voluntarily  crofled  the  Atlantic,  and  planted  Colonies^  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  in  various  parts  of  the  New  Hemifphere:    ' 

M 

In  fupport  of  thefe  opinions,  quotations  have  'been  made 
from  poets,  philoibphers  and  hiflorians :  But,  if  we  rcSeSt  on 
the  limited  extent  of  navigation  before  the  difcovery  of  the 
compafs;  the  prevailing  diredtion  of  the  winds  between  the 
tropics ;  and  various  other  obftrudtions,  we  may  I  think  very 
confidently  determine  (notwithftanding  the  traditions  preferved 
by  Plato  J  the  poetical  reveries  of  Seneca  the  tragedian,  and 
many  other  paflages  in  ancient  writers,  which  admit  of  Various 
interpretations,  and  therefore  prove  nothing)  thafno'vejljet  eveV 
returned  from  any  part  of  America  before  that  of  Columbus. -^T\i\s 
conclufion  however  does  by  no  means  warrant  us  in  pronoun- 
cing that  no  veflel  ever  failed  thither  from  the  ancient  conti- 
nent, either  by  accident  or  defign,  anterior  to  that  period. 
That  fuch  inftances  did  actually  Happen,  and  by  what  means, 
I  ihall  now  endeavour  briefly  to  point  butJ 

There 


W  E  8  T      I  N  D  I  E  3.  105 

There  is^^o  circumiUnce  in  hiftory  better  atteftedthan  APPEN^ 
that  frequent  voyages  from  the  Mediterranean  along  the  African  ,  ^  ^  ^* 
coaft,  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  were  made,  both  by  the  Pheni- 
clans  and  Egyptians,  many  hundred  years  before  the  Chriftian 
era.  It  is  true,  that  almoft  all  the  accounts  which  have  been 
tranfinitted  to  us,  in  profane  hiftory,  of  thoie  expeditions,  are 
involved  in  obfcurity,  and  intermixed  virith  abfurdity  and  fable  ;-«• 
but  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  philoibphy  to  feparate,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  truth  from  falihood ;  and  not  haiHly  to  conclude,  becaufe 
fome  circumftances  are  extravagant,  that  all  are  without  founda*- 
tion.  We  know  from  indifputable  authority,  that  the  Pheni- 
cians  difcovered  the  Azoies,  and  vifited  even  our  own  Ifland 
before  the  Trojan  war  (bj.  That  their  fucceifors  the  Cartha- 
ginians, were  not  lefs  diftinguiflied  for  the  fpirit  of  naval  enter- 
prize,  we  may  conclude  from  the  celebrated  expedition  of 
Hanno;  who,  about  250  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour^ 
failed  along  the  African  coaft,  until  he  came  within  five  degrees 
of  the  line.  It  was  the  Carthaginians  who  difcovered  the 
Canary  lilands,  and  it  appears,  from  the  teftimony  of  PUny  fcj^ 
that  they  found  in  diofe  iflands^  the  ruins  of  great  buildings, 

(h)  Procoplus,  Secretary  to  Belifarius  in  the  time  of  Juftiniani  mentions  in 
hh  Vandalica,  book  ii.  that  there  were  then  ftanding  in  Africa  Tingitana, 
(Tangier)  two  columnft  ereSed  by  the  Chananites  that  fled  from  Jofliua,  ^ 
Ion  of  Nun.  Eufebius  alfo  writes  that  thofe  Chananites  which  were  driven 
out  by  the  Ifraelites  conduced  Colonies  to  Tripoli,  in  Africa.  {Bocbart  in 
Canaan^  cap.  xxiv.)«-that_they  navigated  the  Weftern  Ocean  {cap.  xxxvi.) 
and  were  in  Gaul  and  Britain  {cap.  xlii.)  See  alfo  Sammes's  Phsenician  Hif- 
tory  of  Britain. 

(c)  Lib.  vL  c.  zxxii.  di  Fmwuttu  tnfuUs* 
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\vejligta  Mdijictorufn)  i  proof  that  they  had  bocii  well  inhabited 
in  periods  of  which  hiftory  is  filent. 

So  far,  we  have  clear  hiftorical  evidence  to  guide  us  In  our 
refearches.  Not  lefs  clear  and  certain  (though  lefs  numerous)  are 
the  accounts  of  the  Phenician  navigation,  down  the  Arabian 
Gulph,  or  Red  Sea,  to  diftant  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  in  ages 
ftill  more  remote  than  thofe  that  have  been  mentioned.  In  the 
voyages  *  undertaken  by  King  Solomon,  he  employed  the  fliips 
and  mariners  of  that  adventurous    and   commercial   people. 

With  their  affiftiancc  he  fitted  out  fleets  from  Ezion-geber, 

* 

a  port  of  the  Red  Sea,  fiippofed  to  be  the  Berenice  of  the 
Greeks.  Of  thofe  fliips,  fome  were  bound  for  the  weftern 
coaft  of  the  great  Indian  continent  j  others,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe,  turning  towards  Africa,  paflTed  the  fouthern  promontory^ 
«hd  returned  home  by  the  Mediterranean  to  the  port  of 
Joppa, 

•  .  In  fupport  of  this  account  of  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  ancient 
•navigation  in  the  Arabian  Gulph,  we  have,  firft  of  all,  the  higheft 
authority  to  refer  to ;  that  of  the  fcriptures.  Next  to  which, 
we  may  rank  the  teftimony  of  Herodotus,  the  father  of  pro- 
fene  hiftory;  the  truth  of  whofe  well-known  relation  of  a 
Phenician  fleet  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  fix  hundred 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  was  never  difputed  I  believe, 
until  our  learned  countryman,  the  author  of  the  late  American 
hiftory,  delivered  it  as  his  opinion  that  "  all  the  information 
**  we  have  received  from  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  of 
^*  the  Pheuician  and  Carthaginian  voyages,  excepting  only  the 

**fhort 
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**  fhort  narrative  of  Han  no' tf  ejcpedition  before  mentioned,  is  APPEN. 
^  of  fufpicious  authority  f^J."       ^  ^  DIX. 

•         •  • 

I  SHALL  quote  from  Herodotus  the  paf&gc  alluded  to,  that 
the  reader  may  judge  for  himfelf  of  the  veracity  of  the  venerable 
old  Grecian,  It  is  as  follows.  **  L'ybia  is  every  where  encir- 
"  cled  by  the  fea,  except  on  that  fide  where  it  adjoins  to  Afia. 
•*  Pharaoh  Neco,  King  of  Egypt  {"ej,  made  this  manifeft* 
After  he  had  defifted  from  his  projedt  of  digging  a  canal  from 
the  Nile  to  the  Arabian  Gulph,  he  furnifhed  a  body  of  Phe-* 
**  nicians  with  (hips,  commanding  them  to  enter  the  Northern 
"  Sea  by  the  Pillars  of  Hercules ;  and  fail  back  by  that  route 
^  to  Egypt*  The  Phenicians  therefore  failing  from  the  Red 
y  Sea  navigated  the  Southern  Ocean :  At  the  end  of  autumtt 
V  they  anchored,  and  going  afhore  fowed  the  ground,  as  thofe 
^*  who  make  a  Lybian  vopge  always  do^  and  ftaid  the  harveft* 
f'  Having  cut  the  com,  they  iailed.  Thus  two  years  having 
^'  elapfed,  they  returned  to  Egypt,  palling  by  the  Pillars  of 
'^  Hercules ;  and  they  reported  a  circumftance  which  I  can 
*^  fcarcely  credit,  but  other  people  may,  that  failing  round  Lyhia 
«  the  fun  rofe  on  the  right  band  (f J  J' 

• 

(d)  Robcrtfon's  Hiftoiy  of  America,  vol.  i.  p.  9. 

(e)  Tlicre  were  two  kings  of  Egypt  of  this  name.  The  fecond,  w1k>  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  have  ordered  the  circumnavigation  of  Africa,  wits  flain 
in  battle  by  the  Aflyrians,  I  think  under  the  command  of  Nebuchadnezzar  - 
bttt  an  ambiguous  phrafe  in  Herodotus,  feems  rather  to  point  out  the  elder 
Neco^  who  was  contemporary  with  Solomon. 

(f)  Herod.  Melpomene  42*     .     . 

P  2  NoTWITH^ 
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Notwithstanding  the  doubto entert^Aed  by  Dr.  Robert- 
ion  refpedting  this  account,  I  perceive  in  it  iuch  evidence  of  truth, 
as  to  my  own  mind,  afibrds  entire  convidlion. — How  could  it 
have  beea  known,  unlefa  from  adhial  obfervation,  that  Africa, 
towards  the  Souths  wa&  encompafled  by  the  lea  ?  The  caution 
with  which  the  venerable  hiftorian  exprefies  himfelf,  is  remark** 
able;  and  the  ciicumftance  that  the  fim  roCc  on  the  right,  is 
dcciiive  of  the  main  ^  ^iCk ;— ^^loc  it  demonftratea  that  they  bad 
theu  actually  doubled  the  jbuthera  promontory,  and  were 
ileeiring  in  a  dorthierly  dire£ltioii  i-^^the  courie  they  would 
mcQlSftrii^  purfiic. 

P9«  Robertion  has  fltevrn^  it  is  troe^  that  many  hiflonans 
wd  g(K>grapbef«  of  aDjtiquity,  who  Ihred  long  after  the  days  of 
JHlerodotu^A  koew  ootlung  conccnsit^  the  tona  and  ftate  of  die 
^them  parts,  of  Afi:ic«.««>4Ie  obfenres  particularly  that 
PtolMby»  die  aftrckMOier^  &ppo£ad  thai  this  gpeat  continent 
Hrelghfod  wiitbovt  JotenniptiQa  to  the  South  9p\€^  AH  this 
]tew€|vQ(  onty  dsnoaflnUkes  that  ooifigatioa,  like  .many  other 
(iranch^9.  of  f€ience>  floiiiiflied  m  one  age^  aad  declined  in 
another.  Herodotus  lived  400  yeara  before  lite  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  and  Ptolemy  1 40  years  after.  Ancient  hiftory  abun- 
dantly proves  that  the  Pheniciaiis,  and  their  fucceflbrs  the 
Caji;lii^uuan%  pojSefied  Saa  giieafeer  flctll  in  naval  aiiairs,  than 
tlie  Greeks,  Romans,  or  any  other  nation  that  eame  after 
them,  until  the  fpirh  of  naval  discovery  revived,  and  0K)ne 
with  greater  luftre  than  everj^  ia  the  fifteenth.  centu;rj^ 


From  ihi»  recapitulation  wliich  I  have  thought  Decenary 

to 
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to  make,  though  the  fubftance  of  it  may  be  foand  in  a  thou&nd  AP  P£  N^ 

different  authors,  (commonly  blended  indeed  with  much  leara--'     ^  I^* 

ed  abfurdity  and  frivolous  conjecture)  the  reader  will  clearly 

perceive  that  the  navigadon  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  along  the 

coaft  of  Africa,  both  from  the  North  and  the  South,  and  even' 

at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  land,  was  well  und^ftood 

aiul  prevailed  in  'very  renfK)ee  ages.     Now  if  we  enquire  inter 

die  natwe  of  the  winds  and  currents  on  the  African  coaft,  and 

refle<ft  on  the  various  cafualties  to  which  iQiips  at  fea  are  liable; 

even  in  the  moft  fkvoumble  &aibn  of  the  year  5  we  muil  admit; 

that  it  not  on>y  probably  happened  in  fonxe  of  thofe  ancient 

expeditions,  bat  even  that  it  was  Jearce  fi^^k  nst  ta  Ba^err^ 

that  vefleU  would  be  driven  by  ivaidsn  gufts,  or  carried  hj  ad-^ 

verfe  currents,  within  the  verge  of  the  trade- wind ;  m  which 

cafe,  if  they  happened  to  lofe  their  mafts,  they  muft  neceflarily 

ran  before  due  wind,  towardi*  Brafil^  or  the  Weft  iqdks. 

» 

Tvro  remarkable  acddente  of  thie  nautnre,  peeci&ly  ia  point, 
ara  rocctfdied  t^  writers>  of  eredit,  and  Axihde&  ditre  aore  many 
other  inftances  equally  well;  authenticatBd,.  that  have  efcaqned 
my  refearch.  The  firft  is  related  by  Glafs,  in  his  hiftory  of 
the  Canary  Iflandis,  who  obferws  that  ai&nail  bark,  bound 
from  Lancerota  to  Tenerife,  ww  Ane  Ibixed  out  of  her  oourib, 
and  obliged  to  run  before  ^e  wind^^  untat  flse  came  wichio  two 
days  fail  of  the  coaft  of  C&racc«  ^  whew  £be  IbetunatBl^  nqet 
With  an  Bnglifh  cruifeF  which  relieved  her  di(helie9i  and  dt»- 
leded  her  to  the  Port  of  La  Quaira  on  that  coaft.  The  other 
li  told  by  GuoMUa^  »Bt  follows,  ^^  In  De(;cmber  1731/'  %^ 
author,   **  while  I  was  at  tfape  taw»  o£  St.  Joiephi^  ia 

••  Trinidad, 


€€ 
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**  Trinidad,  a  fmall  veflcl,  belonging  to  Tencrifi^,  with  fix  fca-*- 

men,  was  driven  into  that  iiland,  by  ftrefs  of  weather.    She  was, 

laden  with  wine ;  and  being  bound  to  one  other  of  the  Canary 

Iflands,  had  provifions  for  a  few  days  only,  which,  with  their 

utmofl  care,  had  been  expended  a  confiderable  time ;  fo  ihat 

*'  the  crew  lived  entirely  on  wine.     They  were  reduced  to  the 

**  laft  extremity,  and  ^cxpefted  death  every  moment,  when  they 

**  difcovered  Trinidad,  and  foon  afterwards  camc  t<>  an  anchor 

f '  in  that  ifland,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  of  the  inhabitants^ 

f *  who  ran  in  crowds  to  behold  the  poor  feam^n  ;  whofe  ema- 

*f  ciated  appearance,  would   have    fufficiently  confirmed  the 

^  truth  of  their  relation,  even  if  the  papers  and  documents  which 

**  they  produced,  had  not  put  the  matter  out  of  aU  pofTible 

^  doubt/* 

To  .the  preceding  inflances,  it  may  be  added  that  Columbu3 
himfelf,  in  his  fecond  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  found  the 
jftcm-poft  of  a  vcflel  lying  on  the  ftxorc  at  Guadaloupe ;— a  cir- 
cumftance  which  affords  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  a  fhip  had 
Jbeen  in  the  New  World  before  him. 

*  t 

'  »  ... 

.  Und^er  this  head  of  fortuitous  vifits  to  the  American  con^ 
lincnt/ prior  to  that  of  Columbus,  may  likewife  be  included  the 
^ircumftancc  mentioned  by  Martyr,  that  at  a  place  called 
X^requa,  in  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  Vafcho  Nunez  met  with 
-a  colony  cf  negroes  {gj»     The  enquiry  (if  any  was  made)  by 

(g)  Mancipia'lbi  nigra  repereriint  tx  regione  diftante  a  Quarequa,  dienuh 
fpatio  tantum  duorum  quae  fotos  gignit  lugritas  et  cos  feroces  atque  admoditai 
toicoi    ■    P>  Martyr»  Dccad#  iii.  c.  i»  ^ 

"what 
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what  means  they  came  into  that  region,  or  how  long  they  had  APPEN- 
refided  in  it,  and  the  anfwers  to  fuch  queftions,  are  not  record*  ^  ^  ^* 
ed  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  ;  but  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  it  was  Tuppofed  they  had  not  been  long  arrived  upon 
that  coaft.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  fome  accidental 
caufe  had  condudled  them  thither  from  Africa,  and  in  open 
cdnoesy  of  no  better  conftru<ftion  than  thofe  of  the  American 
Indians /^/&y/* 

« 

The  reader  will  now  perhaps  conulude  that  Dr.  Robertfon 
pronounced  too  haftily,  when  he  obferved  *^  that  fuch  events,*^' 
(as  thofe  that  I  have  mentioned)  ^*  are  barely  poflible,  and  may 
•*  have  happened ;  but  that  they  ever  did  happen,  we  have  no 
*^  evidence,  either  from  the  clear  teftimbny  of  hiftory,  or  the 

(h)  Such  accidents  in  truth  are  common  in  all  partsof  the  world.  The  in- 
habitants of  Java  report  their  origin  to  have  been  from  China  ;  the  tradition 
among  them  being  that,  850  years  ago,  their  progenitors  were  driven  by  a  tempeft 
iipon  that  ifland  m  a  Chinefe  junk :  Arid  we  owe  the  European  difcovery  of 
Japan  to  three  Portuguefe  exiles  who  were  (hipwrecked  there  ifi  1542.  I  be- 
lieve, that  fhips  bound  from  Europe  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  at  a  certain  feaibn  of  the 
year  generally  make  for  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Brafil,  in  order  to  fall  in  with 
the  wefterly  monfqon,  which  enables  them  either  to  reach  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  purfue  their  route  by  Madagafcar ;  for  while  the  eaftern  monfoon 
prevatb,  they  are  conftantly  baffled  in  their  attempts  to  double  the  Cape,  and 
are  driven  to  leeward  towards  the  coaft  of  South  America.  In  the  year  1626, 
when  Sir  Dodmore  Cotton  was  fent  on  an  embafTy  to  the  Perfian  Court,  the 
fleet  in  which  he  failed  was  forced  by  contrary  winds  within  a  few  leagues  of 
the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  in  the  Weft  Indies*  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  in  his  ac- 
count of  this  voyage,  relates  that  ^  on  the  firft  of  June,  when  fhey  were  by 
**  obfervation  in  24°  42'  fouth  latitude,  they  met  with  many  fudden  gufts  and 
"  ftorms  which  rendered  them  unable  .to  purfue  their  courfe,  and  drove  them 
^'  tQ  leeward  100  leagues  upon  the  coaft  of  Brafll/* 

•    -     '  ;•     « obfcure 
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^  obicure  intimations  of  tradition/'  This  deckration  is  {Irange^ 
and  the  more  VLuexpo&ed^  aft  the  karned  author  had  a  little 
bdbre  related  the  circumftance  of  the  accidental  diicovery  of 
Brafil  by  the  Portnguefep  in  the  year  1 500.  '^  The  fucceftful 
f  ^  vt^ge  of  Gama  to  the  Eaft  Indies"  (obferves  the  hiftorion) 
^  having  encouraged  the  King  of  Portugal  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  io 
^*  pQwerfuU  as  not  only  to  carry  on  trodej  but  to  attempt  con* 
"  qucft,  he  gave  the  command  of  it  to  Pedro  Alvarez  Cabral* 
"  In  order  to  avoid  the  coaft  of  Africa,  where  he  was  certain  ot 
^  meeting  with  variable  breezes,  or  frequent  cakns,  to  retatd  his 
^<  voyage,  Cabral  ftood  put  to  iea,  and  kept  fo  far  to  the  Weft, 
*'  that,  to  his  furprife,  be  found  him&lf  upon  the  ihore  of  an 
^<  unknown  country,  in  the  tenth  degree  beyond  the  line.  He 
^^  imagined,  at  firft,  that  it  was  fome  iiland  in  the  Adantic 
^'  Ocean  hitherto  unobferved ;  but,  proceeding  along  its  coafts 
**  for  feveral  days,  he  was  led  gradually  to  believe  that  a  coun- 
*'  try  fo  extensive  formed  a  part  of  fome  great  continent.  This 
'^  latter  opinion  was  well  founded.  The  country  with  which  he 
^  fell  in  belongs  to  that  province  in  South  America  now  known 
"  by  the  name  of  BrafiL  He  landed ;  and  having  formed  a  veiy 
"  high  idea  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil  and  agreeablenefs  of  the 
^^  climate,  he  took  pofleilion  of  it  for  the  Crown  of  Portugal, 
and  di^atchcd  a  (hip  to  Liibon  with  an  account  of  this  event, 
which  appeared  to  be  no  lefs  important  than  it  was  unexpeded, 
Columbus'^  difcovcry  of  the  New  World  was  the  effort  of  an 
adive  genius,  enlightened  by  icience,  guided  by  experience^ 
and  ading  upon  a  regular  plan,  executed  with  no  lefs  courage 
**  than  perfeveraace.  But  from  this  adventure  of  the  Portuguefe, 
**  it  appears  that  chance  might  have  accompli/hed  that  great  de- 

-    4  ^  fig"# 
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^*  fign,  which  it  is  now  the  pride  of  human  reafon  to  have  A  P  P  E  N* 
*^  formed  and  perfefted.     If  the  fagacity  of  Columbus  had  not      D I X. 
**  conducted  mankind  to  America,  Cabral,  by  a  fortunate  acci- 
**  dent,  might  have  led  them,  a  few  years  later,  to  the-knowledge 
*'  of  that  extenfive  continent  fij.'' 

And  certainly,  by  fome  fuch  accident,  in  ages  long  pailed, 
might  the  ancient  Hemifphere  have  given  a  beginning  to  popu- 
lation in  the  New ;  or  at  Icaft  have  fent  thither  the  progenitors 
of  that  fcparate  race  of  people  of  which.  I  now  treat.  It  re- 
mains for  me  however  to  affign  my  reafons  for  particularly  ap- 
plying this  conclufion  to  the  Charaibes,  inftead  of  any  other  of 
the  numerous  tribes  which  inhabit  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  im- 
menfe  continent  of  South- America* 

The  mdgraiion  of  any  people  is  heft  traced  by  their  language; 
but  there  is  this  inconveniency  attending  this  fpecies  of  evidence, 
that  in  reducing  a  language,  merely  oral,  to  writing,  different  per- 
fons  even  of  the  fame  nation,  would  fometimcs  reprefent  the  fame 
found  by  a  very  different  combination  of  letters; — ^much  more 
frequently  would  this  happen,  fhould  the  writers  be  of  diflrant 
countries,  and  confequently  habituated  to  various  modes  of  pro- 
nunciation and  orthography; — but  although  I  am  of  opinion 
therefore  that  vocabularies  preferved  by  voyagers  feldom  afford 
much  certainty  of  information  on  a  comparifon  with  each  other; 
there  are,  nevcrthelefs,  in  every  language,  many  words  of  which 
jlie  found  is  too  fimple  to  be  eafily  mifundcrftoood  or  grofsly^  mif- 
rcprefented. 

(i)  Hift.  America,  vol.  i.  f*  151* 
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TiiuB,  on  comparing  the  Charaibe  vocabulary,  preferved^y 
Rochefort,  with  the  ancient  oriental  dialeds  (kj^  it  is  fcarce 
poffiblc  to  doubt  that  the  following  words  ufed  by  the  Charaibcs, 
had  their  origin  in  the  Old  Hcmifphere,  and  we  may  readily 
believe  that  many  inftances  of  a  fimilar  nature  might  be  addu- 
ced, but  for  the  caufc  I  have  affigned,  namely,  the  diflferent 
uiodes  which  different  pcrfons  would  neceflarily  adopt,  each  ac- 
cording to  his  own  perception  of  the  found,  of  reducing  the  fame 
words  to  writing :  thus  creating  a  perplexity  which  it  is  now 
too  late  to  difentangle. 

fFordi  banting  the  fame  meaning  in  the      Meaning  in  Eng*  \ 

mn  >^  [Li  Hene]  Mis  nvi/g 
•J  nnn  run  [Hene  Hera  ni]  My  nwifi 
'   Sam.  ITfAA^  X'&H'  [Aca  ati]  Com  hither 

^•^•^•prQirl  Walla  houfi 

p}p  [Onq]  Nicklaci  or  coi* 
»V«  pain  [E'Onq  ali]  il|F  nf(kh€i 

Cald :  v^V  [Oa]  Wood 
»J  liy  [Oiir  ni]  Idyjkin 
♦nnJfcC  [Nancchcti]  /  amju^ 
1D»»n  »^  «n'  [  Ycha  li  C  thibou]  Good  hi  to  you 

niD  [Phouhe]  To  blow 
nw  nil  n  [Di  Bne  Oiir]  Roof  of  a  houfi 
IKia  wa  [Botta  Booak]  Go  thy  wwgr 
.  Cald.  nia  [Bg«}  Eat 

V3«  [Akl]  To  eat 
in  J  [Nchcri]  The  tiofe 
p»  a  ^JnJ  [Natoni  bamen]  GiiMme  mwnfi* 

[ 


■ 

ing  t9  Rockefm* 

Liani 

Sa  feoune 

Yenc-neri 

Ma  femme 

Hac  yete 

Venez  ici 

Karbet 

Maifou  pabliqut 

Encka 


Collier 


Yene  kali        Moo  Collier 

Hae-Hue         Du  bois 

Nora  Ma  peau 

Nane-gaaete    Je  fais  malade 

Halea  tibou     Sots  le  bien  vena 

Phoubae  Souffle 

Toubana  ora    Couverture  de  Maifon 

Bayou  boukaa  Va  t'en 

Baika  Mange 

Aika  Manger 

Nichiri  Mon  nez 

Natoni  boman  Donne  moi  a  bwe 


(i)  For  this  illuftration,  and  other  affiftance  in  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry,  I  am 
indebted  to  a  learned  friend  3  by  whom  I  am  informed  (being  myfelf  luucyi^^ 

a      *  wiOi 
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To  the  proofe  arifing  from  language,  I  iliall  add  another. ---We  A  P  P  B  Nl- 
havc  feen  from  Herodotus,  that  the  Phenicians  in  their  African  D I  X. 
voyages  were  accuftomed  to  land  on  the  Arabian  and  Lybian 
coaflsj  and  taking  pofTeflion  of  a  fpot  of  ground  fit  for  their 
purpofe,  they  proceeded  to  plough  up  and  fow  it  with  corn,  and 
watted  until  it  came  to  maturity ; — thus  providing  themfelves 
with  food  for  a  long  navigation.  This  pra6tice  muil  doubtlefs 
have  given  rife  to  difputes  and  conflicts  between  the  intruders 
and  the  inhabitants.  Now  it  is  remarkable  that  the  word 
Cbaraibe^  in  the  Arabic  language,  fignifies,  as  I  am  informed,  a 
robber  or  deftroyer,  an  appellation  which  we  may  believe  was 
frequently  beftowed  by  the  natives  on  the  invaders  of  their 
country  flj. 

with  the  oricfital  languages)  that  the  Samaritan^  ^nd  old  PheniciaO)  die  Syriac^ 
Chaldee  and  Hebrew,  are  all  dialedis  of  one  language  ^  differing  but  little  from 
each  other,  except  in  their  letters.  The  Hebrew  agrees  Icfs  with  the  other  diale&s 
tfnui  the  reft,  but  is  now  printed  in  the  fame  character  with  the  Chaldee.  They 
iril  fbfm  a  noun  in  Ae  fame  manner  except  the  Hebrew,  which  prefixes  17  (S)  to 
foma  the  genitive  cafe,  and  /M  {^^)  to  form  the  acciifiitive ;  all  the  others  uft 
n  (D)  and  r\>  (it> 

(I)  Leri,  and  fome  others,  fpeak  of  the  Charaibcs  as  priefts  or  prophets  found 
m  BrafiL  Rochefort  makes  Qmraibe  a  national  name.  Thefe  words  are 
oriental,  founding  alike,  but  ipelt  diferently;  and  of  a  difierent  meaning: 
The  priefts  may  be  called  s^K  2"^  as  men  who  otEtv  p'lp  wf^ov  an  offering, 
MopisCa^  is  the  Greek  word,  for  a  prieft  of  Cybele,  unde  CoRYBANTEt. 
TDTXh  pnp  DDD  2'np  ^  Leviticus  i.  2.  But  if  the  national  name  be  derived 
from  their  warlike  and  predatory  way  of  life,  then  we  may  derive  it  from  yitl 
the  verb  Chaldee.  Syr.  Arab,  to  lay  wafti.  The  noun  figniiies  a  fword  or  fpear 
iUid  rD*in  Sam.  War. 

Qji  Thji 
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Th£  teilimony  ariiiiig  from  a  fimilarity  of  manners,  though 
far  lefs  conclufive  than  the  evidence  of  language^  is  furely,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  not  without  its  force.  That  many  of  the  cuftoms 
of  the  eaftern  nations  prevailed  among  the  Charaibes,  I  have,  I 
think,  fufficiently  demonftrated,  to  thofe  at  leaft  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  oriental  hiftory,  in  the  fccond  chapter  of  this 
work.  Of  fome  of  thofe  cuftoms,  the  refemblance  was  probably 
fortuitous,  and  a  fimilarity  of  climate  and  fituation,  might  have 
given  rife  to  others ;  but  when  very  Angular  pradices  prevail 
between  diflant  nations,  which  are  neither  founded  in  nature 
nor  climate,  nor  proceed  from  fituation  and  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
refinement,  the  coincidence  can  fcarcely  be  deemed  accidental. 
Thus,  among  other  cuftoms  equally  remarkable,  it  has  been  re- 
lated that  the  Charaibes  buried  their  dead  in  a  cowering  pofture, 
with  the  knees  to  the  chin.  That  this  was  an  ancient  pradlice 
of  fome  of  the  eaftern  nations  appears  from  the  authorities  of 
Herodotus  and  Cicero ;  the  former  recording  the  exiftence  of  it 
among  the  Nafamones,  a  people  who  inhabited  the  coun- 
tries between  Egypt  and  Carthage  s  and  the  latter  relating  the 
fame  circumftance  of  the  ancient  Perfians.  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  this  practice  prevailed  alfo  in  the  country  and 
age  of  the  patriarchs; — for  how  other  wife  are  we  to  under- 
ftand  the  fcripture  phrafe  of  gathering  up  the  feet  of 
THE  DYING  ?    "  And  wbcn  Jacob  bad  made  an  end  of  command^ 

inghisfons^  HE  gathered  up  his  feet  into  the  BEDi, 

and  yielded  up  the  ghoft  (m)  '\ 

(m)  Gen.  c.  xlix.  v.  3^* 

Equally 


€4 
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Et(tT ALLY  prevalent  among  the  Charaibes,  and  many  of  the  A  P  P  E  N- 
andem^nations  of  the  Old  Hemifphere,  were  the  fuperftitious    J^^ 
rites  of  Shortening,  the  hair  and  wounding  the  flefh,  in  religious 
ceremonies  and  lamentations  for  the  dead.    That  thefe  pra£tice9 
were  ufual  ^tmong  the  heathens,  fo  early  as  the  days,  of  Mofes, 
is  evident  from  the  injundiion  which  the  Lord  laid  on  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  to  avoid  them.     •*  Tejhdll  not  round  the  corner Se  of 
your  beady  neither  Jhalt  thou  mar  the  corners  of  thy  beard,     Te 
JhaUnot  make  any  cuttings  in  your  flejh  for  the  dead^  nor  print 
any  marks  upmyou  (n)''     Again,—**  Te  are  the  children  of  the 
Lordyywr  God:  Tejhall  not  cut  yourfehesy  nor  make  any  bald^ 
nefs  between  your  eyes  for  the  deadfoj.'*     Among  the  heathens 
however  the  fame  ceremonies  were  ftill  continued ;  for  in  Sama- 
ria, in  the  days  of  Ahab,  King  of  Ifrael,  it  is  recorded  of  the 
prophets  of  Baal  that,  in  worshipping  their  idol,  **  they  cried^ 
••  aloud  and  cut  themfehes  after  their  manner  with  knives  and  lances 
«*  till  the  blood gujhed  out  upon  them  fpj'* 


But  perhaps  the  inftance  the  moft  appofite  and  illuftrative^ 
was  the  habit  among  the  Charaibes  of  chewing  the  betele,  pre^ 
paring  it  with  calcined  Shells  precifely  after  the  manner  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Eaft ; — z  circumftance,  which,  though  recorded 
by  ?•  Martyr  fqj,  had  efcaped  my  refearches,  until  it  was. 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Long.  Some  other  refemblances 
almoft  equally  ftriking,  might  be  collected;  but  the  reader  will 
probably  think  that  more  than  enough  has  already  been  faid  on* 

(n)  Levit.  c,  xix.  v.  27.  (0)  Deut..c.  xiv.  v*  iw 

(f)  I  Kings,  c.  xviii.  v«  28«  (jj  Decad*  viii.  c,  vi. 

a,  fubjedt 
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;  O  O  K    a  fubjeA,  the  inveftigation  of  which  he  may  perhaps  dctsh  $. 
^*  mere  matter  of  idle  curiofity,  neither  contributing  to  tbe  im«» 

provement  of  fcicnce,  nor  the  comfort  of  life* 

Here  then  I  conclude:  An  attempt  to  trace  back  the  Qu« 
raibes  of  the  Weft  Indies  to  their  progenitors,  the  firft  emigrants 
from  the  ancient  hemifphere,  in  or^ler  to  point  oat^  with  any 
degree  of  precifion  or  probability,  the  era  of  their  migration; 
were  (like  the  voyages  I  have  been  defcribing)  to  venture  on  a 
vaft  and  unknown  ocean  widiout  a  compafs ;— -and  even  without, 
one  friendly  ftar  to  guide  us  through  die  night  of  conje^ure.^; 
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CIVIL    AND    COMMERCIAL* 
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The  Britifti  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 


BOOK      II. 

JAMAICA      (a)» 


C  H  A  P.      I. 

Difc9very  tf  yamaica  by  Columbus. '-^His  return  in  1503.— 
.  Spirited  froceedmgs  af  bis  Jon  DiegOy  after  Columbus's  death. ^^-^ 
ITakes  pojfejfion  of  Jamaica  in  1509. — Humane  conduSl  of 
yuan  de  Efquivel^  the  frjl  Governor. — EJiabliJhment  and 
defertion  of  the  town  of  Sevilla  Nueva. — DeJiruSlion  of  the 
Indians.^^St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  foundedj-^Gives  the  title  of 

Marquis 

(-a)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve  that  die  governor  of  Jamaica  is  ftiled  ia 
his  commiffion  Captain  general  &c.  of  Jamaica  and  the  territvries  tkereon  depending 
«  Jmriga.    By  thefe  i>£FSND£NCJ£S  were  meant  the  Britifh  fettlemeats  on 

the 
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Marquis  to  Diego's  fan  Lewis ^  to  nvhom  the  IJland  is  granted 
in  perpetual  fovereignty. — Defcends  to  his  Jijler  Ifabella^  who 
conveys  her  rights  by  marriage  to  the  Houfe  of  Braganza.--^ 
Refuerts  to  the  crown  of  Spain ^  in  1640. — Sir  Anthony  Shirley 
invades  the  IJland  in  1 596,  and  Col.  Jack/on  in  1638. 

BOOK  T  AMAICA'  had  the  honour  of  being  difcovcred  by  Chrif- 
IL  •J  topher  Columbus,  in  his  fecond  expedition  to  the  New 
World,  In  his  former  voyage  he  had  explored  the  north- 
caftern  part  of  Cuba,  proceeding  from  thence  to  Hifpaniob ; 
but  he  had  returned  to  Europe  in  doubt  whether  Cuba  was 
an  ifland  only,  or  part  t>f  fomc  great  continent,  of  which  he 
had  received  obfcure  accounts  from  the  natives.  To  fatisfy 
himfelf  in  this  particular,  he  determined,  foon  after  his  arrival 
a  fecond  time  at  Hifpaniola^  on  another  voyage  to  Cuba,  by 
a  fouth-wefterly  courfe,  and,  in  purfuance  of  this  rcfolution, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1 494,  Columbus  failed  from  the  Port 

the  Mufquito  fhore,  and  in  the  bay  of  Honduras :  But  his  juiifili£Hon  over 
thofe  fettlements  having  been  imperfedly  defined,  was  Teldom  acknowledged 
by  the  fettlers;  except  when  they  wifhed  to  plead  it  in  bar  of.  the  authority 
daimed  by  their  refpeflive  fuperintendants.  *  On  fuch  occafiona  they  admitted 
afuperior  jurifdiftign  in  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  and  applied  to  him  for 
commiffions  civil  and  military.  As  both  the  fettlements  were  furrendered  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  by  the  Spanifh  convention  figned  at  London  on  the  14th 
of  July  1786,  it  comes  not  within  the  plan  of  my  work  to  enter  on  a  difylay 
of  their  paft  or  prefent  ((ate.  I  formerly  drew  up  a  memorial  concerning  the 
fettlement  00  the  Mufqulto-fliore,  wherein  an  account  was  given  of  Che  country, 
its  inhabitants  and  produdions,  and  the  queftion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  as  to  the  territorial  right,  pretty  fully  difcuflcd.  This  memorial  having 
been  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1774  (by  Governor  Jdinftone) 
was  foon  afterwards  publiihed  in  Almon's  Parliamentary  Remitter. 

of 
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cf  nabdk,  with  twic  .$up  and  two  fhaliops*     ©n  Taefilay  the  »c  H  A  P, 
fSL9«h»  be  ^anchored  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Nichobs.     From  I- 

"thence  he  ctrcdSed  jover  to  Cuba,  %nd  coailed  along  the  ibatd^^oFn 
(&it  of  J&aA  Ifland,  furroiuoded  by  tnaay  choufand  <)anois  €Udd 
Vfkk  liidiaas,  .whom  curiolity  and  admiration  had  biXMigiljt 
xtxsgethcr.  In.  ihis  navigation,  on  Saturday  the  3d  of  May,  he 
'jmcoyertd^  .for  the  firft  time,  the  high  lands  of  Jamaica  -on 
.the  kift,  .and  probably  Icaimt  its  name  (the  iian>e  'which  it 
itiU  retains  {/fj  )  from  iciaiLe  of  the  Indians  that  followed 
ham.  As  this  mis  a  fivw  difcovery,  and  mamy  of  the  fean^n 
iveie  viUiog  to  be]do?e  likat  it  was  the  place  to  which  they  had 
ioee^n  formfirfy.  cdire^d  h[|r  theilddians  of  ihe  Bahama  Iflands, 
JOS  the  <ii>imtty  xnitft .  ahoxinding  in  jgold,  Cokunbu^  vwas  eaiily 
:p6r£uaided  .to  tvbax  .his  .pomrfe  towaids  it«  He  approached  it 
jdieiotxtiday,>anid,a£beriaiflig^t  cooteA'vdth  the  lumiives,  which 
xsided  diowever  in  .a  cordial  reconciliation,  he  took  po^eflion 
jof  the  xiountry,  with  the  ofual  Jforoialttiifs^ 

fiif  T'Jit  w&$  not  utfttil  th^  fo^rnh  md  l9£t  voy:^  of  Columbus, 
•a  voysig^  liridertakcn  l^  this  gne«  navigator,  after  lie  iad 
Jfiiffcred  *  fcvcrer  toal  irom  jtbe  bafe  ingratitude  of  the  Country 
«f^  Pdhc^  in  whotfe  Service  he  JabQured,  than  from. all  his  pad 
toftk,  daitgers  and  inquietude,  that  be  learnt  iiK)tce  of  Jamaica  j 
ovhich,  as  it  had  the  honour  of  being  firft  difcovercd  by  him, 
iiine  years  before,  hftd  the  jftill  greater  honour  of  avoiding  Jiim 

{k)  P,  Martyr.  F.  C^mbus.  The  ctriy  Spaniih  hHlorians  wrote  the  word 
Xaymaca.  It  is  faid  to  have  fignified,  in  the  bnguagc  of  itbe  natives,  a  country 
^iomtdmg  in  fprings*  Columbus  having  at  firft  named  the  Ifland  St.  JagOy 
Oldmixon,  and  fome  other  writers,  erroneoafly  fuppofe  that  'Jamaica  was  the 
augflmMMve  of  ^mnt^. 

Vol.  L  ^R  flicker 
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fhelter  from  fhipwreck.  For,  on  the  24th  of  June  1503,  being 
on  his  return  to  Hifpaniola  from  Veragua,  he  met  with  fuch 
tempeftuous  weather  as  compelled  him,  after  lofing  two  of  his 
ihips,  to  bear  away  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  this  Ifland.  With' 
great  difficulty,  he  reached  a  little  harbour  on  the  north  fide 
(which  to  this  hour  bears  the  name  of  Don  Cbri/iapber's  Cave  J 
where  he  was  forced  to  run  aground  the  two  veffels  that  were 
left  him,  to  prevent  their  foundering.  By  this  difafter,  his  fhips 
were  damaged  beyond  the  poflibility  of  repair,  and  he  had  now 
the  melancholy  refledtion  that  his  miferies  and  his  life  would 
probably  terminate  together.  During  the  fpace  of  twelve  months 
and  four  days,  that  he  remained  in  this  wretched  fituation,  he 
had  new  dangers  to  furmount,  and  unaccuftomed  trials  for  the 
exercife  of  his  fortitude.  His  people  revolted,  the  Indians 
deferted  him,  and  the  Governor  of  Hifpaniola  not  only  refufed 
to  relieve,  but  with  monftrous  and  unexampled  barbarity, 
aggravated  his  misfortunes  by  outrage  and  mockery..  All  thefe 
occurrences  however,  together  with  the  dexterity  with  which 
he  availed  himfelf  of  the  fuperfHtion  of  the  Indians,  by  the  cir« 
cumAance  of  an  eclipfe,  and  the  mean^  whereby  his  deliverance 
was  at  length  efFeded,  having  been  recounted  by  a  thouiand  dif- 
ferent hiftorians,  need  not  be  repeated  by  me.  The  hardfhips 
he  fuffered  on  this  occafion,  and  his  Sovereign's  ingratitude 
together,  proved  too  mighty  for  his  generous  ipirit :  he  funk 
under  them,  foon  after  his  return  to  Spain ;  leaving  however  a 
name  not  to  be  extingui{hed»  but  with  that  world  whofe  boun- 
daries he  had  extended  fcj-^ 

Apter 

(c)    There   is  prererved  among  the  JournaTs  of  the  Hon.  Council  in 
Jamaica!  a  very  old  volume  in  MS^  confifting  of  diariet  and  reports  of  Go* 

vemors^ 
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After  the  death  of  its  illuftrious  difcovcrer,  the  tranf^  CHAP. 
anions  of  the  Spaniards,   during  a   century  and  a  half,  in  '• 

the  fettlement  of  Jamaica,  have  fcarcely  obtained  the  notice 
of  hiftory.  Happy  indeed  it  would  have  been  for  their  na- 
tional charadttr,  if  the  records  of  many  of  their  more  exten-* 
five  enterprifes,  during  the  fame  period,  were  veiled  in  equal 

darknefs, 

veroors,  which  relate  chiefly  to  the  proceedings  of  the  army  and  other  tranla&ion^ 
in  the  firft  fettlement  of  the  Colony.  In  this  book  is  to  be  found  the  tranflation 
of  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Spain,  fatd  to  be  written  by  Columbus  during  his  con- 
finement on  this  Ifland.  As  it  appears  to  me  to  bear  marks  of  authenticity,  I  fhall 
prefent  it  to  my  readers.  It  was  written  probably  about  eight  months  after  the 
departure  of  his  meflenger  Diego  Mendez,  who  had  attempted  to  reach  Hif- 
paniola  in  an  Indian  canoe.  Hearing  nothing  from  him  in  that  interval,  Colum- 
bus feems  to  have  rclinquiflied  every  hope  of  relief,  and  to  have  written  this  let* 
ter  in  an  hour  of  defpondency,  not  as  having  any  probable  means  of  fending  it  to 
I,  but  on  the  idea  that  it  would  be  found  after  his  death.— It  is  as  follows* 


A  letter  from  Chriftopher  Columbus,  in  Jamaica,  to  King  Ferdinand. 

*<  Jamaica,  1504. 
*<  Diego  Mendes,  and  the  papers  I  fent  by  him,  will  fliew  your  Highnefs  what 
rich  mines  of  gold  I  have  difcovered  in  Veragua,  and  how  I  intended  to  have 
left  my  brother  at  the  river  Belin,  if  the  judgments  of  Heaven  and  the  greatefl 
misfortunes  in  the  world  had  not  prevented  it.  However  it  is  fuflicient  that  your 
Highnefs  and  your  fucceflbrs  will  have  the  glory  and  advantage  of  all,  and  that 
the  full  difcovery  and  fettlement  are  referved  for  happier  perfons  than  the  unfortu* 
nate  Columbus.  If  God  be  fo  merciful  to  me  as  to  conduct  Mendes  to  Spain^ 
I  doubt  not  but  he  will  convince  your  Highnefs  and  my  great  miftrefs  that  this 
will  not  only  be  a  CaftiU  and  Leon^  but  a  difcovery  of  a  world  of  fubje£ls,  lands 
and  wealth,  greater  than  man's  unbounded  fancy  could  ever  comprehend,  or 
avarice  itfelf  covet :  but  neither  he,  this  paper,  nor  the  tongue  of  mortal  man  can 
cxprcfs  the  anguilh  and  affli£tions  of  my  body  and  mind ;  nor  the  mifery  and 
dangers  of  my  fon,  brother  and  friends !  Already  have  we  been  confined  ten 

R   2  months 
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»  Q  Q  K    4w'k«efe,  or  coftfigrbed  tQ  everlafting  oblivion :  bappkr  fifll^ 
^-        jU*  theiF  fplendour  had  bcea  tranfmittcd  to  pofterity  tbrcwgh  a 

pu0cr 

iQonths  it  this  pl^e^  kadgcdon  iht  open  dfecks  of  oar  ftipt ,  diat  ar^  ran  on  (hqrr 
aodlaflifid  together  V  tivo&  of  ray  wen  that  were  iohcaklvbave  muttnei  under  thr 
Porras's  of  SeuUIe,  my  friends  that  were  faithful  are  moftly  fick  and  dying,  w& 
have  confumed  the  Indians*  provifions,  fo  that  they  abandon  us  j  all  therefore  arc 
Uiee  to  perHli  by  huhger,  and  thefe  miseries  are  accompanied  with  fo  many  aggra*- 
vating  circumftances,  that  render  me  the  mod  wretched  objcft  of  misfortune^ 
this  world  fliall  ever  fee ;  as  if  the  difpleafizre  of  Heaven  feconded  the  envy  of 
Spain,  and  would  punifti  as  criminal  thofe  undfertakings  and  diffaoveries  which, 
former  ages  would  have  acknowledged  as  great  and  meritorious  adions  ?  Good 
Heaven,  and  you  holy  faints  that  dwell  in  it,  let  the  King  Don  Ferdinand  and  my 
iHuftrious  miftrefs  Donna  IfabeHa  know,  that  my  zeal  for  their  fervicc  and  intcreft 
hath  brought  me  thus  \ovr  ^  for  it  is  impoi!!ble  to- live  and  have  afflidions  cqa^htci^ 
mine.     I  Ccc^^  and  with  horror  apprehend,  my  own,  and,  for  my  feke,  my  unfortu* 
nate  and  dcferving  peoples*  deftruftion,    Alas,  piety  and  juftice  have  retired  to 
their  habitations  above,  and  it  is  a  cpime  to  have  undertaken  and  performed  too- 
much  f  As  my  mifery  makes  my  ]?fe  a  burthen  to  myftlf,  ft  I  fear  the  empty  titlt» 
of  Vice-Roy  and  Adjairal,  render  me  objio^cious  to  thQ  haj^dof  the  Spanifb  Datioii« 
It  is  vifible  that  aH  methods  are  adopted  to  cut  the  thread  that  is  breaking;  for  I- 
am  in  tny  old  age, .  oppreiTcd  with,  infupportable  pains  of  the  gout,  and  am  now 
languifhing  and  exj)iring  with  that  and  other  infirmities,  among  favages,  where  i 
have  neither  medicines  nor  provifions  for  the  body,  prieft  nor  (acrament  for  the 
fouL    My  men  in  a  (late  of  revolt;  my  brother,  my  fon^aad  thoic  that  are  fafthftiP^ 
fick,  ftarving  and  dying ;  the  Indians  have  abandoned  us,  and  the  Governor 
,©f  Saigt  Domingo,  has  fent  rather  to  fee  if  lam  dead,  than  to  fuccour  us,  or  carry 
me  alive  from  hejuce,;  for  his  boat  neither  delivered  a  letter,  nor  fpoke  with,  nor 
would  receive  any  letter  from  us  yfb  Iconclude  your  Highnef3*s  officers  intend  that, 
here  my  voyages  and  life  (hould  terminate;    O  blefled  mother  of  God,  that  com« 
pafliooates  the  miferable  and  oppreiled,  why  did  not  cruel  Bovadilla  kill  me  whefti 
he  robbed  me  and  my  brother  of  our  dearly*  purchafed  gold,  and  fent  us  to  Spain 
iix  chains  w  thaut  trial,  crime  or  (badow  of  milcoodutSl?'   Thefe  chains  are  all: 
the  trv^afures  I  have,  and  they  ihall  be  buried  with  me,  if  I  chance  to  have  a  cofEn 
or  j^rave  3  fgr  1  would  ba\  e  the  remembrance  offo  unj^uft  an  adlion  perifb  with  me», 
'  -^  and,. 
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pitrep  modSom^  and  not,  as  now,  ^*vk>g  chiefly  to  render  vl&ble  G  H  A  E 
A&  vices  and  enormiti&s  that  forround  and  deba^  theta  1^  .     ^ 

The  few  particulars  of  their  progrefsr  which>  by  diligent 
fclfe6lion,  aided  by  traditionary  memorials,  I  have  been  able  ta 
collbA,  I  fhall  now  prefent  to  my  readers. 

and)  for  the  glory  of  the  St>anidi^  namC)  be  etomally  forgotten*  Let  it  not  brfog  9t- 
ftirther  iafJMnjr  on  the  Caflilliafi  mrae,  aor  let  9ges  to  come,  know^  diere.wBic 
wretches,  fo  vile  in  this,  diat  thttik  to  recommend  themfelves  to  your  mi^efty  hf 
deftroying  the  unfortunate  and  miferable  Chriftopher  Columbus;  not  for  his 
•rimes,  but  for  his  ferviccs  in  difcovering  and  giving  Spain  a  new  world.  As  It 
wa^'Neaven  itfelf  that*  inured' and  condtiAed  me  to  it,  the  Heavens  will  weep  for 
«e^an4  ib<vr  pity  !  Let  the  •artfa,  amd  every  fiitil  in  it?  tbftt  loves  juflice  and 
niiercy,  wqep  for  me  !  And  you^*  O,  gkrifi^d^  Saints  of  God,.tiiat  kno«»  my  infK>*> 
cency  and  fee  my  fufi^ring^  here,  have  mercy !  for  though  this  prefent  ago  is  ea«- 
vious  or  obdurate,  furely  thofe  that  arc  to  come  will  pity  me,  when  they  are  told 
A«t  Chriftopher  Cdumbus,  with  his  own  fortune,  ran  the  hazard  of  his  own  and 
kis^  bynolher's  lives^  andj,  wiib  little  or  no  expsnoeto  the  Crown  of  S{>ain,  in  ten^ 
J99t%f  and  fiovr  voyages^  rtQdere4  greater  ferviccs  than  ever  mortal  man  did  to* 
prince  or  kingdom,  yet  was  left  to  peri(h,  without  being  charged  with  the  leaft 
crime,  in  poverty  and  miiery ;  all  but  his  chains  being  taken  from  him;  fo  that 
he  who  gave  Spain  another  world,  had  neither  fefety  in  it,  not  yet  a  cottage  for 
hmntif^  noiihis  wretched  family :  but^ihould  Heaven  flill  perfecute  me,  and  feem  ££>• 
llkffed  with  what  I  ha^e  done,  as  if  the  difcovery  of  this  new  viporld  may  be  fatsd 
to  the  old,  and  a&  a  punifhment  bring  my  life  to  a  period  in  this  miferable  place, 
yet  doyou,.gQod  angels,  you  that  fuccour  tbeoppreiTed  and  innocent, bring  this  paper 
to  my  great  niiftrefs»  She  knows  how  much  I  have  done,  and  will  believe  what  I 
lav«  fufitredfhr  her  glory  and  fervice,.and  wiH  bofojuft  and  pious  as  not  to  let 
tbf  children  of  him  that  has  brought  to  Spain  &ich  imraenfe  iches,  and  added  to  it 
vaft  and  unknown  kingdoms  and  empires,  wsuit  bread,  or  fubilft  only  on  alms. 
She,  if  ihe  lives,  will  coniider  that  cruelty  and  ingratitude  will  bring  down  the 
wrath  of  Heaven,  fo  that  the  wealth  1  have  djfcovered,  fhall  be  the  means  of 
ilirring  up  all  mankind  to  revenge  and  rapine,  and  the  Spanifli  nation  fufFer 
kapenjter^  f«i  what  enviou&,.malicious  and  ungrateful  people,  do  now. 

About. 


1 


126  HISTORY     OF     THE 

I 

About  feventeen  years  had  elapfed  after  the  Spaniards  had 
firil  fixed  themfelves  in. Hiipaniola,  before  they  feem  to  have 
entertained  any  ferious  deiign  of  fending  forth  a  colony  to  pof- 
fefs  itfelf  of  Jamaica.  As  this  iiland  produced  neither  gold  nor 
iilver,  it  feems  to  have  been  negle<£ted  as  unworthy  further 
notice,  and  perhaps  it  might  have  continued  a  few  year& 
longer  the  peaceful  feat  of  innocent  fimplicity,  but  for  the  bafc 
ingratitude  of  King  Ferdinand,  towards  the  family  of  Colum- 
bus. This  great  man,  after  his  return  to  Spain  in  1 504,  was 
compelled  to  employ  the  clofe  of  his  days  in  fruitlefs  and  irk- 
fome  folicitation  at  the  court  of  an  unthankful  and  unfeeling; 
monarch ;  who  meanly  fu£Fered  him  to  be  cruelly  defrauded 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  originally  granted  to  him ;  and 
which  he  had  fb  dearly  and  fo  nobly  earned.  His  fon  Diego, 
the  heir  of  his  fortunes,  fucceeded  to  the  fame  debafing  ne- 
ceflity,  till  at  length,  wearied  out  with  frivolous  and  unprincely 
excufes,  he  inflituted  a  memorable  procefs  againfl  his  fovereign 
before  the  council  of  the  Indiqs  at  Seville;  and  this  court, 
with  a  firmnefs  and  virtue  that  cannot  be  fufficiently  ap- 
plauded, decided  in  favour  of  his  pretenfions.  After  a  mi- 
nute and  folemn  invefligation  of  his  claims,  the  council  pro- 
nounced him  hereditary  viceroy  and  high  admiral  of  all  the 
Countries  and  iflands  difcovered  by  his  father.  They  decreed, 
that  he  was  in  veiled  with  a  jurifdidlion  over  them  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  high  admiral  of  Caflille;  that  he  was  entitled  to  a 
tenth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  that  might  thereafter  be 
found  in  thofe  territories;  and  they  adjudged  him  various 
other  privileges  and  immunities,  of  vafl  extent  and  autho- 
rity.    But  the  king,  notwithftanding  this  diflinguifhed  and 

competent 
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competent  recognition  of  his  rights,  confirmed  to  him  only  CHAP, 
the   title  and  authority  of  governor  and   admirdl  of  Hifpa-  I. 

niola ;  and  even  of  this  diminifhed  command,  it  is  probable 
he  would  have  been  deprived,  if  he  had  not  fortunately 
ftrcngthened  his  intereft  by  an  illuftrious  marriage.  The  gal- 
lant youth,  nevcrthclefs,  ftill  boldly  pcrfifted  in  his  claim  to 
the  full  exercife  of  all  the  rights  and  authority,  which  had 
been  fo  recendy  decreed  to  belong  to  him ;  and  (hortly  af- 
terwards, accompanied  by  a  numerous  and  fplendid  retinue, 
embarked  for  his  government,  refblved  to  enforce  his  preten- 
fions. 

He  arrived  in  Hifpaniola  in  the  month  of  July  1 508,  but 
had  very  fbon  the  mortification  to  difcover  that  the  king  had 
adually  invefted  in  two  other  perfons  (Alonzo  de  Ojeda  and 
Diego  de  Nicuefla)    not  only  two  feparate  and  diftind  go- 
vernments, which  comprehended  all  the  continent  as  far  as  it 
had  been  difcovered  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  but  had  alio 
included  the  illand  of  Jamaica,  as  a  joint  appendage  to,  and 
place  of  refreftiment  within,  the  jurifdidtion  of  each.   Thefe  ap- 
pointments Diego  Columbus  confidered  as  a  manifeft  violation 
of  his  own  rights,  and  ftrenuoufly  contended  for  the'  exclu- 
iQve  privilege  of  nominating,  in  particular,  to  the  governments 
of  Veragua  and  Jamaica,  the   prior  difcovery  of  both  tho& 
countries  by. his  father  being  a  circumflance  of  univerfal  no- 
toriety.    To  fecure  his  claim  to  Jamaica,  in  the  month  of 
November  1509,  he  fent  thither  Juan  de  Efquivel,  with  about 
feventy  men.     Efquivel   had  acquired   the   reputation  of  a 
gallant  folcHer,  and  it  is  itill  more  to  his  honour^  that  he  wa$ 
S  one 


izS  HISTORY      OP      THEl 

BOOK  one  of  the  very  few  CaftiUians,  who,  amidft  all  the  horrors  of 
U*  bloodihed  and  infedtious  raploe,  were  difEoguifhed  £pr  gene*- 
rodSty  a4id  humanity.  An  eminent  kiffcancc  of  his  greatnefs  of 
mkid  is  thus  recorded  fcy  Hcrrera.-*- About  the  tiutne  that  he 
iailed  from  Hifpaniola  to  take  poGkffion  of '  his  new  govern- 
ment of.  Jamaica,  has  competitor  p)eda  was  on  his  departure 
to  the  continent.  OJeda  violently  oppofed  the  intended  ex^ 
pedition  of  Efquivel^  and  publicly  threatened  that  if  he  ihould 
iind  him  at  Jamaica,  on  his  return  from  the  continent^  he 
would  ha0g  him  up  as  a  rebel*  It  happened  dsiat  Ojeda's 
voyage  was  unfortunate  in  the  higheft  degree ;  for,  after  fiif- 
taining  a  feries  of  calamities  altogether  without  example,  he 
was  fhipwrecked  on  the  X^oaA  of  Cuba,  and  was  in  4anger  of 
iniferably  perifhiag  for  wmit  of  food.  In  his  diftreis  he  called 
to  mind  that  Eiquivel  was  m  Janf^ica^  and  he  wa^  now  le- 
duced  to  the  fad  extremity  of  imploring  feccpnr  from  the 
very  man  whofe  deilr4i£i:ion  ke  had  ineditatcid  j  but  the  mag*- 
nanimoiis  Efquivdl  was  no  !feoft6r  made  acquaiitteKl  with  the 
fu^riogs  of  his  enemy,  ^iad  he  'loi^ot  all  his  ^efenlm^nt* 
He  imjtliediately  font  over  to  -Cufea*  Pedro  dc  Narv6E,^n  officer 
of  rank,  to  icondud:  Ojeda  to  JaiBiifia.  E£)uivel  receive 
him  with  &e  tender  eft  fympathy,  treated  him  4uriqg  his 
^y  with  every  ppflible  mark  of  diftin<%ion  awi  refpedb,  and 
immded  him  with  the  means  of  a  fpeedy  and  fafe  oonvey-^ 
ance  to  Hifpanipk.  It  is  .pjieafing  to  ad4»  ^hat  Ojeda  was  not 
Aingrate&J  to  his  hcne&&or. 

TJni>s;r  (iach  a  man  it  is  reafdnafble  to  fuppo&rthat  thi; 

fdke  of  fubjefStioo  fat  'light  and  eMy-on  fthe  natiTcs  ^Ja^ 

g  maica^ 
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maica,  and  that  the  ravages  of  conqueft  were  reftrained  within  CHAP, 
the  limits  of  humanity.     Accordingly,  the  Spanifh  hiftorians   ^       !• 
bear  the  moft  honourable  teftimony  to  his  virtuous  and  gentle 
adminiftration. — **  The  affairs  of  Jamaica  (fays  Herrera)  went 
on  profperoufly,  becaufe  Juan  de  Efquivel  having  brought 
the  natives  to  fubmiflion  without  any  effujion  of  bloody  they 
laboured   in    planting    cotton,  and    raifing   other  commo- 
•*  dities   which   yielded    great   profit."      This  praife    is    the 
more    valuable    becaufe    it   is    almost    peculiar   to   Efquivel, 
who  alone   feems  to   have  been  fenfible  of   the  abominable 
wickednefs  of  vifiting   diflant  lands  only  to  defolate  them; 
and    of   converting  the   Indians   to    Chriflianity   by  cutting 
their   throats.     How  many  noble  qualities,  in   fome  of  his 
cotcmporaries,  were  tamifhed  by  cruelty  and  rapine,  or  un- 
happily  blended  with  a  mifguided  and  frantic   zeal  for  re- 
ligion, that  rendered    their    poflefibrs  iUll  more  remorfelefs 
and  favage  \ 

EsQUiVEL  continued  in  his  office  but  a  few  years.  He 
died  in  his  government,  and  was  buried  at  Sevilla  Nueva^  a 
town  which  he  had  founded.  He  was  probably  fucceeded  by 
governors  of  a  far  different  character,  who,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
foon  began  to  fpread  among  the  wretched  natives  the  fame 
horrible  carnage  that  was  now  defolating  Hifpaniola.  It  ap- 
pears that  Francis  de  Garay  held  the  chief  command  in  1525, 
fince  in  that  year  he  fitted  out  an  expedition  from  this  iiland 
for  the  conquefl  of  Panuco,  a  territory  which  Cortes,  un- 
known to  Garay,  had  already  annexed  to  the  Spanifli  domi- 
nion.    In  this  expedition  were  employed  nine  fliips  and  two 

Vol*  L  S  brigan tines. 
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BOOK    bxigantines^  and  there  were  embarked  ixx  it  850  Spaniards,  and. 

a  confiderable  body  of  Jamaica  Indians,  and  ^44  horfea.  Sucb 
a  force,  if  collefted  chiefly  within  the  ifland,  proves  that  a 
great  progrefs  had  been  made  in  tfa  fcttfement  and  po- 
pulation during  the  thirteen  years  that  the  Spaniards  had  been 
in  pofleflion  of  it.  As  Efquivel  had  eftabjiihed  the  feat  of 
government  near  to  the  fpot  vifhich  had  been  honoured  by  dhe 
refidence  of  Columbus  after  his  ihipwreck  in  1503,  it  may 
be  prefumed  tl^t  the  town  of  Sevilla  ^3^ueva  was  now  become 
of  fome  confideration*  This  towa>  as  we  are  informed  by  Her- 
rera,  was  founded  on  the  fcite  of  an  ancienb  Indian  village, 
called  Maima  (d)y  and  near  to  the  port  named  by  Columbus 
JSanta  Gloria  (now  St«  Ann's  Harbour)  arnd  the  daily  accef- 
fion  of  new  inhabitants  would  xuiturally  extend  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  capital^  till  th&  rudie  village,  canfifUng  at  iirft  of 
a  few  temporary  huts^  muft  haye  iocneafed  to.  a  place  of  im- 
portance. Religion  too,  in  all  the  Spanifli  territories,  very 
foon  forced  archite<Sture  into  her  fervice ;  for,  by  a  lamentable 
inconfiflency  in  the  human  mind,  thefe  deftroyers  of  their  fel- 
low creatures  were  wonderfully  exadt  in  the  obfervance  of  all 
the  outward  ceremonies  of  divine  worihip.  With  hands  yet 
reeking  in  the  blood  of  murdered  innocence,  they  could  ereA 
temples  to  the  Almighty,  and  implore  that  mercy  from  Hea- 
ven, which  they  had  juft  denied  to  the  miferable  viftims  of 

{d)  ^afi  Mamee.  Therfi  is  a  bay  9i.KttIe  to  the  eaft.w»rd^  wUch.  is jQajled 
at  this  hour  Mamee  Bay.  The  ground  on  which  S4v}ttq  Nueva  was,  built,  13 
now  chiefly  the  property  of  Mr.  Heming,  who  has  a  large  fugar  plantatioa 
thereon.  It  is  called  Seville  Plantation  y  and  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  town  are 
ftill  vifible  in  fome  of  the  cane-fields. 

their 
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their  cruelty  and  rapine.  Among  other  coftly  buildings  a  ca- 
thedral and  monaftery  were  defigned,  and  the  foundations  of 
both  were  vifible  not  long  ag6,  as  many  of  the  ruins  are  at 
this  day.  Peter  Martyr  of  Angleria,  the  author  of  the  De-t 
cades,  being  appointed  abbot  and  chief  miffionary  of  the 
ifland.  A  fort  was  alfo  eredtcd,  the  remains  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  the  cathedral,  were  infpefted  by  Sloane  in  i688> 
who  relates,  that  a  pavement  was  difcovered  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles  from  the  church  j  a  circumilance  that  may  give  us 
fome  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  city  in  the  days  of  its  profpe- 
rity.  The  weft  gate  of  the  cathedral  ftood  entire  in  1688^ 
and  difplayed,  in  the  judgment  of  Sloane,  very  excellent  work- 
man fliip  ;  but  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  building  was  never 
compleated ;  for  be  obferved  feveral  arched  ftones  that  muft 
have  been  defigned  for  itj  which  apparently  had  never  been 
put  up  fej.  He  likewife  diftovered,  in  the  fame  condition, 
materials  for  a  capital  manfion,  probably  intended  for  the  pa- 
lace of  the  governor.  From  thefe  circumftances,  the  tradi- 
tiofi  which  ftill  prevails  in  the  ifland,  that  the  Spanifli  inha- 

(e)  ^^  Over  the  door  (of  tlit  weft  gate)  was  a  carving  of  our  Saviour's  head 
with  a  cf own  of  thorns  between  two  angels  1  on  the  right  fide  a  fmall  round 
figure  of  fome  faint,  with  a  knife  Jiuck  into  his  head.  On  the  left  a  Virgin  Mary 
or  Madona,  her  arm  tied  in  three  places,  Spaniih  fa(hion.  Over  the  gate,  under 
a  coat  of  arms,  this  infcription. 

Fetrus.  Martir.  Ab«  Angleria*  Iu]us.  Civis  Mediolanen*  Prothon.  Apos.  Hujus. 

.  Infule*  Abbas.  Senatus.   Indici.   Confiliarius.  Ligneam.   Primus.  JEdzm, 

Hanc.  Bis,  Igne«  Confumptao).  Later icio.  £t,  Quadrato.   Lapide.  Primus* 

A«  Fundan^entis.  Etruxlt." 

Sloane* 

S  2  bitants 
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BOOK  bitants  of  Seville  were  at  fome  period,  in  their  wars  with  the 
n.  natives,  entirely  and  fuddenly  cut  off,  is  probably  founded  in 

truth.      Sloane,   indeed,   relates   that   fome    of    the    Spanish 
planters,  who  had  retired  to  Cuba,  afligned  very  different  rea- 
fons  for  the  defertion  of  this  part  of  the  country,  alledging, 
that  a  vifitation  of  innumerable  ants,  had  deftroyed  all  their 
provifion  grounds,  and  that  the  fituation  of  the  capital  was  ill 
adapted  for  the  purpofes  of  their  commerce.     Thefe  reafons 
might  pofiibly  have  operated  againft  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
the  place  ;  but  were  not,  I  think,  of  fufEcient  efficacy  to  induce 
a  whole  body  of  people,  the  inhabitants  of  a  growing  capital, 
^ddenly  to  remove  their  families  and  cfFedls^  and  voluntarily 
fubmit  to  the  labour  of  building  an  entire  new  town,  in  a 
very  diftant  and  wholly  uncultivated  part  of  the  country.     It 
is  certain   that  the  town  of  Seville  was  not  fufFered  to   fall 
gradually   to  decay;    but  was  depopulated  while  it  was  yet 
in   an  unfinifhed  ftate,  many  years  before  the  conqucft  of 
the  Ifland  by  the  Engli/h  (f).     Neither  (if  this  tradition  of 
its  cataftrophe  were  true)  could  a  juft  account  be  expected 
from  the  defcendants  of  men,  who  defervedly  brought  deftruc- 
tion  on  thcmfelves ;  lince  the  recital  of  their  fate  would  again 
have  brought  the  deeds  alfo  of  their  anccftors  to  remembrance, 
and  they  were  deeds  of  darknefs,  too  mournful  to  contemplate  ^ 
too  dreadful  to  be  told  ! 

(J)  Sec  the  account  of  Jamaica  tranfmitted  to  Cromwell  by  general  Venables, 
prefervedin  Thiirloe*s  ftate  papers,  vol.  iii.  p.  545,  wherein  he  fpeaks  of  Seville 
as  a  town  that  had  exifted  In  iimti  pq/t.  And  Sloane  relates  that  when  the 
Engliih  took  the  ifland,  the  ruins  of  this  city  were  overgrown  with  wood  and 
turned  bhck  with  age.  He  faw  timber  trees  growing  within  the  walls  of  the 
cathedral,  upwards  of  fixty  feet  in  heightt.  Sloane  Hift.  Jamaica,  vol.  i.  p*  66. 

Both 
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Both  ancient  tradition,  and  recent  difcoveries  give  too 
much  room  to  believe  that  the  work  of  deftru6lion  proceeded 
not  lefs  rapidly  in  this  Ifland,  after  Efquivers  death,  than  in 
Hifpaniola ;  for  ta  this  day  caves  are  frequently  difcovcrcd  in 
the  mountains,  wherein  the  ground  is  covered,  almoft  en- 
tirely, with  human  bones ;  the  miferable  remains,  without 
all  doubt,  of  fome  of  the  unfortunate  aborigines,  who,  immured 
in  thofe  recefles,  were :  probably  reduced  to  the  fad  alternative 
of  periihing  with  hunger,  or  of  bleeding  under  the  fwords 
of  their  mercilefs  invaders  (gj  !  When  therefore  we  are  told 
of  the  fate  of  the  Spanifli  inhabitants  of  Seville,  it  is  impoffible 
to  feel  any  other  emotion  than  an  indignant  wifh  that  the  ftory 
were  better  authenticated,  and  that  Heaven  in  mercy  had  per- 
mitted the  poor  Indians  in  the  fame  moment  to  have  extirpated 
their  oppreflbrs  altogether !  But  unhappily  this  feint  glimmer- 
ing of  returning  light  to  the  wretched  natives,  was  foon  loft  in 
everlafting  darknefs,  fince  it  pleafed  the  Almighty,  for  reafons 
infcrutabk  to  finite  wifdom>  to  permit  the  total  deftrudion 
of  this  devoted  people ;  who,  to  the  number  of  60,000,  on  the 
moft  moderate  cftimate,  were  at  length  wholly  cut  off  and 
exterminated  by  the  Spaniards,  not  a  (ingle  defcehdant,  of  either 
fex,  being  alive  when  the  Englifh  took  the  ifland  in  1655^ 
nor,  I  believe,  for  a  century  before  (hj^ 

(g)  It  U  difcovered  by  the  fkulb,  which  are  preternaturally  comprefTed,  that 
tbefe  aie  the  (keletons  of  the  Indians. 

(b)  There  is  faid  to  exift  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  at  tliis- 
day,  a  fmall  remnant  of  the  ancient  Indians.     They  refide  in  a  little  town  near 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  called  Jwan^fy  and  have  adopted  the  maonera  and  language  o£ 
the  t^paoiards* 

Thp 
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The  lofs  of  Seville  was  probably  followed  by  that'of  Melilla, 
a  fmall  village  fituated  about  eleven  kagubs  to  the  eaftward» 
(fome  fay  at  the  harbour  now  called  Port  Maria)  and  the 
cataflrophe  which  attended  theie  places  is  fuppofed  fo  have 
caufed  the  eilablifhment  of  the  capital  of  St#  Jago  de  la  Vega^ 
cr>  as  it  is  now  called,  Spanifh  Town. 

Of  the  precife  a?ra  of  thefe  events^  it  i$  now  perhaps 
ufelefs  to  inquire ;  but  if  conjecture  may  be  allowed,  I  (hoilld 
£x  on  the  year  1523,  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the 
force  under  Garay  ;  and  if  the  new  capital  was  really  founded 
by  Diego  Columbus^  as  tradition  reports,  and  which  there 
feems  no  good  reafon  to  difpute,  the  conjedkure  is  ftrongly 
confirmed;  for  he  embarked  for  Spain  in  difcontent  in  1517, 
returned  to  his  government  with  fuller  powers  iti  1500^  and 
^ied  in  his  native  country  in  the  latter  end  of  iS^S  ^^  *^^ 
beginning  of  1526  >  and  it  wiats  certainly  after  his  arrrral  the 
laft  time  in  Hifpanioh^  that  he  laid^  or  caufed  to  he  laidi  the 
foundation  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega. 

« 

Thb  new  city  encreafed  rapidly,  and  in  1545  {twenty  years 
^fter  the  death  of  its  founder)  it  had  the  honour  of  ^ving 
the  title  of  Marquis  to  his  fon  and  h^r,  vdio  received  aft  tlie 
iame  time  from  the  emperor  Charles  V.  a  grant  of  the 
whole  ifland  in  perpetual  fovcreignty,  as  an  hettdtkzey  firf  of 
the  crown  of  Caftile* 


ifiipoftant  cireuafAance  in  the  Wtory  of 
s  not  to  have  been  oerfe^tlv  undferfbod 


any 
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any  of  the  Engliih  hiftorians  who  have  treated  of  the  affairs   CHAP, 
ctf  Jamaica,  I  pre  fume  that  a  more  copious  dedudion  and  ex-  L 

planation  of  it,  will  not  be  unacceptabk. 

Diego  Columbus  left  iffue  three  fous  and  two  daughters. 
His  eldeft  fon,  Don  L^wis,  fucceeded  to  his  father's  honours 
and  cxtcnfive  clainas.     Of  the  daughters^  the  eldeft,  Ifabella, 
afterwards  iutcrmarried  with  the  count  de  Glelvez>  a  Portu^ 
gue&  nobleman  of  the  koufe  of  Braganza.     Lewis  Columbus 
was  an  infant  of  fix  years  of  age  on  the  death  of  his  fether  ; 
but  was    generally    confidered    as    hereditary   vice-roy,    and 
high  admiral  of  the  Weft    Indies.     The  emperor  however, 
though  he  treated  hinx  with  fingukr  diftindtion,  and  coniidera*^ 
bly  augumented  his  revenues,  as  be  grew  to  manhood,  abfo- 
kiti^ly  ii^uied  to  admit  his  claim  to  fiich  exteniive  authority, 
and  Lewis,  as  his  minority  expired,  inflituted,  after  bis  father's 
example,  a  legal  procefs  for  the  recovery  of  his  birthright* 
It  does  not  appear  that  his  fuit  ever  came  to  a  legal  iffue ;  for, 
in  the  year  1 545,  he  found  it  prudent  to  accede  to  a  compro* 
miie  with  the  emperor,  whereby  he  transferred  all  his  here- 
ditary rights  to  the  crown,   for  a  grant  of  the  province  of 
Veragua.  and  the  idand  of  Jamaica,  with  the  title  of  duke  de 
Veiagua  and  marquis  de  la  Vega.     What  might  have  been  the 
preciie  extent  and  nature  of  this  grant,  we  have  not  information 
fufficient  to  enable  us  to  judge.  Whatever  it  was,  he  left  no  iffue 
to  enjoy  it;  and.  his  bpothers  alfo  dying  without  male  iffue,^ 
his  fitter  Ifiibelte,   wife  of  the  count  de  Gelvez,  became  fole 
h^refs.  of  the  Columbus  family,  and  conveyed  by  her  marriage 
all  her  rights  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  where  they  continued, 

^  I  believe. 
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BOOK    I  believe,  till  the  year  1 640,  and  then  reverted  back  by  forfeiture 
II.         to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  confequencc  of  the  revolution  which 
placed  John  duke  of  Braganza  on  the  throne  of  Portugal. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  therefore,  in  afferting  that  a  duke  de  Vcragua 
enjoyed  a  yearly  revenue  from  Jamaica,  at  the  time  the  idand 
furrendered  to  the  Englilh  in  1655,  muft  have  been  mifin- 
formed ;  as  he  clearly  is  in  fuppofing  that  the  family  of  Column- 
bus  were  at  that  time  proprietors  of  the  ifland,  and  had  fo 
continued  from  the  days  of  Ferdinand  and  IfabeUa. 

But  there  is  a  circumftance  recorded  by  Blome,  and  con- 
iirmed  by  the  ftate  papers  of  Thurloc,  for  which  the  relation 
I  have  given  fufficiently  accounts.  I  mean  the  eftabli(hment  in 
Jamaica  of  many  Portugucfe  families.  The  transfer  of  Ilabella's 
inheritance  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  might  have  encouraged 
many  of  the  Portuguefe  to  fix  their  fortunes  in  the  newly-ac- 
quired colony,  and  it  is  equally  probable  that  the  fame  event 
would  excite  jealoufy  in  the  old  Spanifh  fettlers  towards  their 
new  vifitors.     Blome  adds  that  the  Portuguefe  were  abhorred. 

Such  mutual  diftrufl:  of,  and  irreconcileable  averfion  among 
the  inhabitants  towards  each  other,  was  perhaps  the  caufe  that  Sir 
Anthony  Shirley  met  with  fo  little  refiftance  when  he  invaded 
the  iiland  in  1596,  and  plundered  the  capital.  About  forty 
years  afterwards  it.  was  again  invaded  by  a  force  from  the 
Windward  Iflands  under  colonel  Jackfon.  It  is  faid  however  that 
on  this  Qccaiion  the  inhabitants  behaved  with  great  gaOangy 

m 


WEST      I  N  D  I  E  S. 

in  a  pitched  battle  at  Paflage  Fort ;  but  being  overpowered, 
Jackfon,  after  lofing  forty  men,  entered  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  fword 
in  hand,  and,  having  pillaged.it  of  every  thing  valuable,  received 
a  confidcrable  ranfom  for  fparing  the  houfes.  He  then  re- 
treated to  his  (hips,  an'd  carried  off  his  booty  without  inter- 
ruption. 

From  this  period,  until  the  capture  of  the  ifland  by  the 
Englifh  in  1655,  during  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  I  know 
nothing  of  its  concerns,  nor  perhaps  were  they  produdtive  of 
any  event  defcrving  remembrance.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed, 
in  the  next  chapter,  to  the  coniideration  of  the  Protestor's, 
motives  for  attacking  the  territories  of  Spain  at  a  time  when 
treaties  of  peace  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations ;  which 
I  conceive  have  hitherto  been  greatly  mifunderftood»  or  wilfully 
mifreprefented,  by  hiftorians  in  general. 
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CromweH  vindicated  for  attacking  the  Spaniards  tn  1 655.—^ 
Their  cruelties  in  the  Weji  Indies^  in  contravention  of  tbt  treaty 
of  1 630. — Fropofals  offered  by  Modyford  and  Gage. — Forcible 
arguments  of  the  latter. --Secretary  ^urhes  account  of  a  con^ 
ference  with  the  Spanijh  Ambqffador.-^^romwelfs  demand 
of  fatisfaSlhn  rejeSted. — State  of  "Jamaica  on  its  capture. 

BOOK    rip  HERE  is  no  portion  of  the  Knglift  arnials,  in  the 

X  perufiil  of  which  greater  caution  is  requifite  than  tb^ 
hiftory  di  the  adminiftration  of  the  protedor  Cromwell.  Tlie 
jirejudices  of  party,  wlttch  in  common  cafes  are  loft  in  the 
current  of  time,  have  floated  davm  to  fi»  in  full  Arength  againft 
this  profperous  ufurper ;  and  his  aftions,  from  the  period  that 
he  reached  the  fummit  of  power,  are  flill  fcrutinized  with 
induftrious  malignity,  as  if  it  were  impoflible  that  authority 
irregularly  acquired,  could  be  exercifed  with  juftice. 

It  is  not  ftrange  therefore  that  the  vigorous  proceedings^ 
of  the  protedlor  againft  the  Spanifli  nation,  in  1655,  (hould 
have  been  obnoxious  to  cenfure,  or  that  writers  of  very  oppo- 
fite  political  principles  (hould  concur  in  mifreprefenting  his 
condudt  on  that  occafion.  The  celebrated  female  repub- 
lican (a J  terms  it  "  diihonourable  and  piratical/'  and  the  courtly 

{a)  Mri.  Macauley's  Hiftory  of  England* 

and 
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and  dlegftnt  apologiflof  the  Stewart  family  (b)^  pronounces  it  C  H  A  P. 
a  moft  unwarrantable  violation  of  treaty.  H* 

The  pufalicatioii  of  the  Hate  papers  of  Thurloe  (the  Secre^ 
tary)  ought,  however^  to  have  mitigated  this  weight  of  cenfurc* 
In  truths  it  will  be  found  that  nothing  but  a  mod  diiingenuous 
concealment  of  the  hoftile  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards,  too 
grois  to  be  palliated,  towards  the  fubjeds  of  England,  can 
give  even  the  colour  of  plaufibility  to  the  charge  which  has 
^en  brought  againft  Cix>mwelJ»  of  having  commenced  an  un*» 
^til  and  ruinous  war,  againft  a  friend  and  ally,  contrary  to  the 
intereft  of  the  nation,  and  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties* 
If  the  power  which  is  veiled  in  the  executive  magiftrate, 
by  whatever  name  he  be  dtftinguifhed,  be  held  for  the  protee^*- 
tion  and  fccurity  of  the  rtligion,  liberties  and  properties  of 
*the  people  under  his  government,  the  meafures  adopted  by 
,the  protedor  on  that  occafion  were  not  merely  juftifiable; 
.they  were  highly  neceflary,  and  even  meritorious ;  for  the  con- 
du6t  of  Spain,  efpccially  in  America,  was  the  declaration  and 
cxcrcife  of  war  againft  the  whole  human  race.  I  fhall  adduce 
a  few  remarkable  fads  to  fupport  this  affcrtion.  The  fubjed 
is  curious  in  itfelf,  and,  in  fotoae  refpeds,  will  be  new  to  the 
reader. 

The  latcft  treaty  which  had  becrt  made  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  previous  to  (lie  aflumption  of  the  protedorate 
by  Cromwell,  was  concluded  in  the  year  1630;  by  the  fir  ft 
article  of  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  there  fhould  be  peace, 
amity,  and  friendfliip  between  the  two  crowns  and  their  fb- 

{h)  David  Hume— Hiftorj  of  Great  Britaixi, 

T  2  Ipedivc 
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fpedive  fubjcfts  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Before  this  period,, 
the  fovereigns  of  Spain  had  not  only  encouraged,  but  openly 
avowed,  the  exercifc  of  perpetual  hoflility  on  the  fliips  and 
fubjedts  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  were  or  might  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  new  hemifphere  ;  arrogantly  affuming 
to  themfelves  a  right  not  only  to  all  the  territories  which  their 
own  fubjedls  had  difcovered  there,  but  claiming  alfo  the  folc 
.  and  exclufive  privilege  of  navigating  the  American  feas  fcj. 

Pretensions  fo  exorbitant,  which  violated  alike  the  laws 
of  nature  and  nations,  were  refifted  by  every  maritime  ftatc 

(c)  In  the  reign  of  James  !•  within  two  years  after  the  concluCon  of  a 
peace  between  England  and  Spsun,  which  faved  the  Spanilh  monarchy  from 
abfolute  deftru^on.  Sir  Charles  Comwallis,  in  a  letter  dated  from  Madrid  in 
May  1606,  informs  the  Earl  of  Salifbury  that  Don  Lewis  Firardo,  a  Spanilh 
admiral,  having  met  with  certain  Englifh  fhips  laden  with  com  and  bound  to 
Seville,  ^^  took  the  mafters,  and  firft  fet  their  necks  in  the  ftocks.     He  afterwards 
removed  them  into  his  own  ihip,  and  there  with  his  own  hands  did  as  much 
to  their  legs }  reviling  them,  and  calling  them  heretics,  Lutheran  dog$,  and  ene- 
mies of  Chrift,  threatening  to  hang  them ;  and  in  concluiion  robbed  them  of 
what  he  thought  fit."     See  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  143..— -It  appears  by  fubfequent 
letters  preferved   in  the  fame  collection,  that  Cornwallis,  complaining  to  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  the  miniiler  of  Spain,  of  Firardo's  condu(Si,  particularly  in 
fending  to  the  gallies  fome  £ngli(h  mariners  whom  he  had  made  prifoners  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  v^s  told  by  that  minifter  <<  that  Firardo  (hould  be  jcalled  Id 
account,  not  (adds  the  Duke]  for  fending  the  men  to  the  gallies,  but  for  not 
having  banged  tbim  upj  as  ho  ought  to  bthfi  doHe*^    Sir  Walter  Raleigh,,  fome  time 
afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  King  James,  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  well-known  h8t^  that 
the    Spaniards,  in  another  inftance,    had    murdered   twenty-fix  Englifhmen, 
tying  them  back  to  back  and  then  cutting  their  throats,  even  after  they  had 
traded  with,  them  a  whole  month,  and  when  the  EnglUh  went    aihore  ki 
fiill  confidence,  and  without  fo  much  as  one  fword  among  them*    See  Raleigh's 
Works  by  Birch,  voU  ii«  p«  376. 

that 
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that  felt  itfelf  concerned  in  the  iffue :  by  the  Englifti  parti-  CHAP, 
cularly,  who  had  already  planted  colonies  in  Virginia,  Bermu*-  H- 

das,  St.  Chriftopher's  and  Barbadoes  ;  territories  fome  of  which 
Spain  had  joot  even  difcovered,  and  none  of  which  had  fhe  ever 
occupied.  Thua  adtual  war,  and  war  in  all  its  horrors,  pre- 
vailed between  the  fubjedts  of  Spain  in  the  new  world,  and 
thofe  of  the  feveral  other  nations  who  ventured  thither,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  peace  apparently  fubfifted  between  the^ 
parent  ftates  in  Europe. 

To  fecure  to  the  Englifli  an  uninterrupted  intercourfe  with 
their  fettlements  above  mentioned,  was  one  great  objeft  of 
the  treaty  of  1630.  It  feems  indeed  to  have  been  more  im- 
mediately founded  on  a  remarkable  inilance  of  Spaniih  perfidy, 
which  had  recently  happened  in  the  iiland  of  St*  Chriftopher  > 
for  the  court  of  Spain  having,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1629,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  (hips  of  force,  and 
£fteen  frigates,  under  the  command  of  don  Frederic  de  Toledo, 
oflenfibly  to  attack  the  Dutch  fettlement  in  Brafil,  fecretly 
ordered  the  admiral  to  proceeed  in  the  firfl  place  to  the  ifland 
2  have  mentioned  (which,  although  the  Spaniards  had-  indeed 
firfl  difcavered  it  130  years  before,  they  had  never  once  occu* 
pied)  and  rout  out  from  thence  both  the  Englifh  and  French>. 
who  at  that  time  held  a  joint  and  peaceable  poffcffion. 

Neithbr  the  French,  nor  English,  nor  both  together, 
were  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  fuch  an  enemy.  The  French 
planters  took  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Antego, 
and  the  Englifb  fled  to  the  mountains ;  from  whence  they  fent 

deputies 
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BOOK  'deputies  to  treat  for  a  itirrender  i  bot  the  haughty  Spaniard 
^\  .required  and  obtained  unconditional  fuhmiflion;  and,  having 
feleded  out  of  the  E^gUih  &tclef S  Hx  hundred  of  the  ableft 
inen>  whom  he  condemned  to  the  mines,  he  ordered  all  the  reft 
(coniifting  chiefly  of  womea  and  children)  inftantly  to  quit  the 
ifland,  in  fome  Engliih  veflels  which  he  had  ieissed  at  Nevi9, 
under  pain  of  death.  He  then  laid  waile  all  the  fettlements 
within  his  reach,  and,  having  reduced  the  country  to  a  defar^ 
proceeded  on  his  voyage. 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  treaty  of  i6jQ,  prevented 
iuch  enormities  in  future;  but,  in  violation  of  all  that  is  iblemn 
.and  facred  among  Chriftian  ftates,  and  to  the  diigrace  of  hu- 
man nature,  the  Spaniards,  eight  years  only  after  the  aflfair  of  St. 
Chriftopher's,  attacked  a  fmall  Engliih  colony  which  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  the  little  unoccupied  Ifland  of  Tortuga^  and 
put  every  man,  woman,  and  child  to  the  fword:  they  evofi 
hanged  up  fuch  as  came  in  and  furrendered  thenafdves,  on  the 
promiie  of  mercy,  after  the  iirft  attack. 

The  unhappy  monarch  at  that  time  on  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land, was  too  deeply  engaged  in  coQteiH  with  hia  fubje(5bs  at 
home,  to  be  able  to  afford  prote^Uon  to  his  colomib  abroad; 
and  thofe  contefts  terminating  at  length  in  a  civil  war,  the 
Spaniards  proceeded  in  the  fame  career  with  impunity ;  treating 
all  the  British  fubjed:s,  whom  they  foufld  in  the  Wdl  Indies,  as 
intruders  and  pirates.  In  the  year  1635,  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
had  jomtly  taken  poiTeilion  of  Santa  Gruv,  which  at  that  time 
>was  wholly  unpeopled  and  deferted.    Difputsa  anfing  between 

6  the 
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the  now  fetdcrs^  the  Engliih  took  arms,  and  became  folc  maf-  CHAR 
ters  of  the  IflajidL  In  1650  the  Spaniards  landecj  there,  and, 
without  the  fiawJkft  provocation,  exterminated  ev^ry  inhabitant 
Aat  fell  into  their  hands,  murdering,  as  at  Tortuga,  even  the 
women  and  children.  As  uiual  with  this  revengeful  nation, 
they  conquered  but  to  defokte ;  for,  having  deibroyed  all  the 
people  they  could  feize,  th^  laid  waile  and  then  deferted  the 
liland,  and,  when  fome  of  the  Dutch  nation,  in  confequence  of 
fiich  defertlon,  took  pofieffion  a  fecond  time,  the  Spaniards 
returned  and  treated  them  aa  they  had  treated  the  Epglifh. 

Op  their  cruelties  towards  the  fubj6(fbs  of  foreign  ftates,  even' 

fixch  as  were  forced  oq  their  coaiiis  in  diArefs,  the  inftancest 

wece  without  munber.     Their  treatment  of  the  &ilors  was  as 

liorbarotts  aad  inhuma^^  as  their  pretences  for  feizing  them  were 

coQunonly  groundlefs  and  unjuft.     The    very  mercies  of  the 

Spaniards  were  cruel ;  for  i^  in  fome  few  inftances,  they  forbore 

to  inflid  inpimediate  death  on  their  priibners,  they  ientenced 

them  to  a  worfe  puniHiment ;.  condemning  them  to  work  in  the 

mines  of  Mexico  for  life  {"JJ^ 

It 

(J)  The  Spaniards,  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  revived  theie  prai^ces,  and 
continued  them  to  our  own.  times*  About  the  year  1680,  they  landed  on  the  Ifl^nd 
of  PrQvidence,  one  of  the  Bahamas,  and  totally  deftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlement 
there.  The  governor  (Mr.  Clark)  they  took  with  then)  to  Cuba,  in  irons,  and  put 
him  to  death  by  torture.  Oldmixon,  who  wrote  **  The  BritiOi  empire  ip  America," 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Trott,  one  of  Governor  Qark^s  fucceflTors,  that  the  Spaniards 
roafted  Clark  on  a  (pit.  The  infolence  and  brutality  of  the  commanders  of  tlje 
Spanilh  guarda-coftas  in  the  days  of  Walpole,  are  remembered  by  many  perfons 
now  living ;  and  perhaps  tbcie  are  tho&  alive  who  were  prefent  when  Captain 
Jenkins  gave.that  renutrl^blc  evidence  to  the  boule  Qf^omjiions,  which  it  would 
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BOOK  It  is  evident,  from  the  fchcmes  and  propofals  for  attacking 
IL  the  Spaniards,  which  were  prefcnted  to  Cromwell  on  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  proteAorate,  that  the  Englifli,  in  general,  had  a  deep 
and  juft  fenfe  of  the  wrongs  which  they  fuftained  from  the 
higotry,  avarice,  and  cruelty  of  the  Spanifh  nation. — We  may 
furely  conclude  that  applications  of  fuch  a  nature  could  not 
have  been  made  to  the  fupreme  executive  magiftrate,  without 
any  pretence  of  injury  received*  To  fuppofe  that  a  body  of  the 
fubjedts  of  any  civilized  ilate,  or  that  even  any  individual  of 
found  mind,  would  intrude  into  the  national  councils,  and  pre- 
fume  to  folicit  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities  towards  a  powerful  ftate  and  an  ally,  with- 
out any  provocation,  is  to  fuppofe  a  cafe  which  I  believe. never 
did  occur  in  hiftory,  and  which  indeed  it  feems  next  to  im- 
poffible  fhould  happen.  Among  other  perfofis  who  preferited 
meniorials  on  this  occalion,  we  find  the  names  of  Colonel 
Modyford  and  Thomas  Gage.  The  former  v^ras  one  of  the 
earlieft  and  moft  enterprifing  planters  of  Barbadoes ;  and  Gage 
had  cefided  twelve  years  in  New  Spain  in  priefts  orders.  He 
was  brother  of  Sir  Henry  Gage,  one  of  the  Generals  under 

be  thought  might  h^ve  animated  every  Britifli  heart  to  infift  on  exemplary  yen* 
geance.  The  cafe  wjas  this  :— -A  Spanifh  commander^  after  rummaging  this  man's 
veflel  for  what  he  called  contraband  goods,  without  finding  any,  put  Jenkins  to 
the  torture^and  afterwards,  without  the  finalleft  provocation,  cut  off  one  of  his  ears, 
telling  hioi  to  carry  it  to  the  king  of  England  his  mafter.  Jenkins  had  preferved 
the  ear  in  a  bottle,  which  he  difplayed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Being  aiked 
by  one  of  the  members,  what  he  thought  or  expeded  while  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
a  barbarian  ?  <<  I  recommended  (he  replied)  my  foul  to  God,  and  my  caufe  to  my 
country."  The  court  members,  who  were  averfe  to  a  war  with  Spain^  hung 
90WA  their  heads,  and  fome  of  them  fneaked  out  of  the  houfe. 

See  Torbuck's  Parliamentary  Debatesi  vol*  ix.  p.  414. 

Charles 
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Charles  I.  (e)  and  appears  to  have   been  a  man  of  capacity  CHAP, 
and  extenfivc  obfervation.  U- 

In  his  memorial,  which  is  preferved  among  the  ftate  papers 
of  Thurloe,  he  enters  fully  into  a  juftifi cation  of  the  meafures 
which  he  recommends.     "  None  in  confcience  (he   obferves) 
may  better  attempt  fuch  an  expulfion  of  the  Spaniards  from 
thofe  parts,  than  the  Englifh,  who  have  been  often  expelled  by 
them  from  our  plantations^  as  from  St,  Chriftopher's,  St.  Mar- 
tin's, from  Providence  and  from  Tortugas,  where  the  Englifti 
were  inhumanly  and  moft  barbaroufly  treated  by  the  Spa-> 
niards>  who*  to  this  day  watch  for  their  beft  advantage  to  caH: 
us  out  of  all  our  plantations,  and.  fay  that  all  the  iilands  as 
well  as  the  main  belong  to  them.     And  in  confcience  it  is  law* 
fill  to  cail:  that  er^emy  or  troublefome  neighbour  out  of  his 
dominions,   that  would,  and  hath  attempted  to  caft    us  out 
of  ours." — He  then  proceeds  to  demonitrate  that  it  is  not  a 
work  of  difficulty  to  diflodge  the  Spaniards  from  fome  of  their 
moft  valuable  poileilions,  and  recommends  the  iirft  attack  to  be 
made  on  Hifpaniola  or  Cuba  \  the  former,  he  obferves,  *^  was 
the  Spaniards'  firft  plantation,  and  therefore  it  would  be  to  them 
a  bad  omen  to  begin  to  lofe  that,  which  they  firft  enjoyed/* 
"  This  ifland  (he  adds)  is  not  one  quarter  of  it  inhabited,  and  io 
the  more  eafy  to  take."— Gage,  fome  years  before,  had  publifhed 
a  book,  which  is  now  before  me ;  entitled  "  A  new  furvey  of 
the  Weft  Indias."    It  contains  much   curious  information  re- 
fpeding  the  ftate  of  Spani(h  America,  at  the  time  that  he  re- 

{i)  This  Sir  Henry  Gage  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Culham-Bridgc,  in  1644. 
He  was  anccftor  of  the  late  General  Gage,  by  whom  I  was  favoured  with  this 
account  of  Thomas  6agc» 

VoL-L  U  .     fided 
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fided  there.     In  the  dedication  to  Fairfax^  General  of  the  par* 
liament's  forces,  he  combats,  with  great  ftrength  of  reafbning, 
the  pretenfions  of  the  Spanifli  Crown  to  an  exclufive  right 
to  the  countries  of  the  New  World  :    ^*  I  knbw  of  no  title/* 
he  obfcrves,  **that  the   Spaniard  hath  (the  Pope's  donation 
**  excepted)  but  force,  which  by  the  fame  title  may  be  re- 
pelled.— And  as  to  thc^rji  dtfcovery,  to  me  it  feeitas  as  lifdfe 
reafon,  that  the  failing  of  a  Spanifli  fliip  upon  the  coaft  of 
*'  India,  fliould  entitle  the  king  of  Spain  to  that  country,  as 
the  failing  of  an  Indian  or  Englifli  ftiip  upon  the  coaft  cf 
Spain,  fliould  entitle  either  the  Indians  or  Englifli  unto  the 
**  dominion  thereof.     No  queftion  but  the  juft  right  or  title  t6 
**  thofe  countries,  appertains  to  the  natives  themfelvcs;  whto;  i£ 
"  they  fliould  willingly  and  freely  invite  the  Englifli  to  their  pro*- 
**  tedtion,  what  title  foevcf  they  have  in  them,  no  ddubt  but 
they  may  legally  ttansftr  to  others.     But,  to  end  all  diipute^ 
of  this  nature,  fince  God  hath  given  the  earth  to  the  fb'ns  of 
*'  men  to  inhabit;  and  that  there  are  msihy  vafl:-  countries  in 
**  thofe  parts  not  yet  inhabited,  eitH^  by  Spaniard-  oft  Ihdiatai 
**  why  fliould  my  countrymen;  tHe  Englifli,  be  debarred  fmiH 
*•  making  ufe  of  that,  \^Ich'  God;  fliom  all  beginning;  did 
*^  ordain  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ?'* 

These,  or  fimilar  arguments^  and  a*  long  lift  of  Spanifli*  de- 
predations on  the  fubjedts  of  England,  made  without  doubt*  a 
deep  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  Cromwell.  It  appears  indeed 
that  the  court  of  Spain,  confcious  6f  having  nfierited  the  fevereft 
vengeance,  fore£iw  an  impending  ftorm,  and  endeavoured  to 
avert  it.  We  are  told  by  Thurloe,  that  Cardenas  the  am- 
bailador,  in  a  private  audience,  congratulated  the  pit>t€$6bcM'  oa 
5  his 
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his  elevation  to  the  government,  **  afluring  him  of  the  true  and  c  H  A  P. 
conflant  friendfhip  of  his  mafter,  either  in  the  condition  he  IL 
then  flood,  or  that  if  he  would  go  a  ftep  further,  and  take 
upon  him  the  crown,  his  mafter  would  venture  the  crown 
of  Spain  to  defend  him  in  it/'  Thefe  general  difcourfes 
came  afterwards  to  particular  propofitions ;  which  Crom- 
weU  received  with  a  coldnefs  that  alarmed  the  ambailador; 
who  then  defired  that  former  treaties  of  alliance  between  the 
two  kingdoms  might  be  renewed,  as  the  iirft  ftep  towards  a 
nearer  union.  It  docs  not  appear  that  Cromwell  had  any  ob^ 
jedion  to  this  proportion.  That  he  fought  to  involve  the 
nation  in  an  unprovoked  and  unnecefTary  war  with  Spain,  or,  as 
Ludlow  expreiTes  it,  that  ^^  he  meant  to  engage  thofe  m^i  in 
diftant  fervices,  who  other  wife  were  ready  to  join  in  any  party 
againft  him  at  home/'  though  it  has  been  confidently  aiferted, 
has  been  aiTerted  againft  clear  and  fubftantial  evidence.  He 
demanded,  it  is  true,  fatisjfadtion  forpaft,  and  fecurity  againft 
future  injuries ;  and  he  appointed  commiilioners  to  treat  with 
the  Spanifh  ambailador  thereupon;  with  whom  feveral  con-*, 
ferences  were  held,  chiefly,  lays  Thurloe,  on  the  right  interpre- 
tation of  the  treaty  of  1 6  30.— The  refult  of  thofe  conferences, 
which  I  fhall  give  in  Thurloe's  own  words,  affords  fo  full  and 
clear  a  juftification  of  the  protedor's  fubfequent  proceedings,  that 
no  excufe  can  be  offered  for  thofe  hiftorians  by  whom  this 
evidence  has  been  wilfully  fuppre  fTed. 

The  chief  difficulties  (obferves  Thurloe)  were  the  follow- 
ing, *'  ift,  touching  the  Weft  Indies,  the  debate  whereof  was 
**  occafioncd  upon  the  firft  article  of  the  aforefaid  treaty  of  1630, 
'*  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  ther  efhould  be  peace,  amity,  and 

U  2  "  friendfhip 
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BOOK    ***  friendfhip  between  the  two  kings  and  their  refpeftivc  fu5-- 
11.         "  jcdls^  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as' we]l  in  Europe  as  elfewhere. 

Upon  this  it  was  fhewnr  that  in  corttravention  of  this  article, 

the  Englifli  were  treated  by  die  Spaniards  as  enemies,  whcre- 
*^  ever  they  were  met  in  America,  though  failing  to  and  from 

their  own  plantations,  and  infifted  that  iatisfadion  was  to  be 

given  in  this,   and  a  good  foundation  of  friendfhip  laid  in. 

thofe  parts  for  the  future,  between  their  refpedtive  fubjc6ls. 

(the  Englifh  there  being  very  confiderable,  and  whofe  iafety 

***  and  intereft  the-  government  here  ought  to  provide  for)  or 

**  elfe  there  could  be  no  folidand  lafting  peace  between  the  two 

ftales  in  Europe. 

The  fecond  difference  was  touching  the  ihquifition,  &c. 

To   thefe  two,  Don  Alonfb  was  pleafed  to  anfwer;  that  to- 
*'  aik  a  liberty  from  the  inquifition^  2inA  free  failing  in  the  Wejl 
^*  Indies,  was  to  afk  bis  majier's  two  eyes ;  and  that  nothing  could  be  * 
**  done  in  thofe  points,  but  according  to  the  praStice  of  former 
'**  times. 

m 

'•  Then  it  came-  into  debate, Befbre  Oliver  and  his  council,. 
•**  with '  which  of  thefe  crowns  (France  or  Spain)   an  alliance 
*^  was  to  be  chofen.     Oliver  himfelf  was  for  a  war  with  "Spain,.. 
*^  at  leafl  in  the  Weji  Indies,  if  fatisfaSlion  were  not  given  for  the 
**  paji  damages,  and  things  wvll fettled  for  the  future.     And  moji 
**  of  the  council  wmt  thefam^  way'' 

From  the  fadls  and  recital  which  I  have  thus  given,  it  is> 
apparent  that  the  Spaniards-  not  only  were  the firfl  aggreflbrs,. 
but  bad  proceeded  to  thofe  hoftilities  •  againft  the  fubjeds 
of  England,,  which  are-  unjuftifiable  even  in  ^  flate  of  aSual 
war;  and,  although  the  outrages  complained  ofj  were  fuch 
as  the  moft  infignificant- flate  in  the  world  would  not  have 
8'  tamely 
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tamely  fubmitted  to,  from  the  moft  powerful ;  yet  did  Crom- 
well, in  feeking  redrefs,  difplay  his  regard  to  juftice  by 
his  moderation  and  temper.  He  demanded,  it  is  true,  re- 
paration for  paft  injuries,  and  fecurity  againft  future ;  but  he 
did  not  order  reprifals*  to  be  made,  until  his  demand  was  rejedt- 
ed,  and  until  he  was  plainly  told,  that  the  fame  hoftile  line  of 
conduft  which  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  purfued  towards  the 
Englilh  in  America  fhould  be  perfifted  in.  Now,  as  Blome 
well  obferves,  on  this  occafion,  **  war  muji  needs  be  jujlijiable^ 
when,  peace  is  not- allowable  y 

The  courfe  of  my  work  would  now  bring  me  to  an  illuftraT 
tion  of  the  protestor's  meafures  in  confequence  of  his  appeal 
to  force ;  the  equipment  of  a  powerful  armament,  its  mifcarriage 
at  Hifpaniola,  and  fuccefs  at  Jamaica ;  but  of  all  thcfe  tranfac- 
tions  a  very  accurate  and  circumftantial  narrative  has  already 
been  given  in  the  hiftory  of  Jamaica  by  Mr.  Long ;  to  whofe 
account  I  cannot  hope  to  add  perfpicuity  or  force.  Referring 
the  rcaderj  therefore,  to  that  valuable  work,  for  fatisfadlory 
information  in  thefe  particulars,  I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter 
with  an  account  of  the  flSate  of  Jamaica,  its  inhabitants  and 
produftions,  as  it  was  found  by  the  Engiih  forces  on  its  cap- 
ture  in  May  1655  5  obferving  only,  and  I  mention  the  circum- 
ftance  with  a  regret  in  which  I  am  fure  the  reader  will  partici- 
pate, that  Gage,  who  planned  the  expedition,  embarked  with  and 
^perifhed  in  it  I* 

The  whole  number  of  white  inhabitants  on  the  ifland, 
including  women  and  children^  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hun- 
dred. Penn,  in  his  exaniination  before  the  protestor's  coun-i^ 
cil,  on  the  1 2th  of  September  1655,  ftates  them  at  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  only,   of  which  he  fays  about  jfive  hundred 

men 
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BOOK  ^^°  ^'^^  ^n  ^f^s  when  the  Engli/h  landed.  It  is  remarkable 
IL  however  that  Blome^  who  compiled  a  fhort  account  of  Jamaica 
£o  early  as  1672,  avers  that  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega 
confiiled  of  two  thoufand  houies,  two  churches,  two  chapels 
jand  an  abbey.  There  muil  therefore  have  happened  at  fome 
period  a  wonderful  diminution  in  the  number  of  the  white  in«- 
habitants,  and  the  expuliion  of  the  Portugueze  fettlers,  as  related 
by  this  author,  appears  the  more  probable.  Blome  perhaps  has 
given  an  exaggerated  account  of  the  number  of  the  houfes  ; 
but  fufficient  evidence  remained,  till  within  thefe  few  years, 
of  the  buildings  confecrated  to  divine  worfhip,  particularly 
of  the  two  churches  and  the  abbey. 

Of  the  other  principal  fettlements,  the  chief  appears  to 
have  been  at  Puerto  de  Caguaya,  fince  named  by  the  £ngli{h 
Port  Royal;  but  though  it  was  next  in  confequence  to  St^ 
Jago,  it  was  probably  nothing  more  than  an  inconfiderable 
hamlet,  eftabliihed  for  the  purpofe  of  fbme  fmall  traffic  with 
the  fhips  bound  from  Hifpaniola  to  the  continent.  Its  fub» 
fequent  rife  and  extenfive  profperity,  its  deplorable  wickednefs 
and  fatal  cataftrophe,  are  circumftances  too  well  known  to 
be  repeated  f/J. 

(f)  The  following  fingular  inicription  appears  on  a  tomb-ftoae,  at  Green«Bayt 
adjoining  the  Apofiles'  Battery. 

«'DIEU    SUR    TOUT. 

**  Here  lies  the  body  of  Lewis  Galdy,  Efq.  who  departed  this  life,  at  Por^ 
Royal,  the  22d  December  1736,  aged  eighty.  He  was  born  at  Montpellicr,  in 
France,  but  left  that  country  for  his  religion,  and  came  to  fettle  in  this  ifland, 
where  he  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  great  earthquake,  in  the  year  1692,  and  by 
the  providence  of  God,  was  by  another  fhock  thrown  into  the  fea,  and  miracu- 
loiifly  laved  by  fwimming,  until  a  boat  took  him  up.  He  lived  many  yeara- after, 
in  great  reputation,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  much  lamented  at  his 
death." 

To 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  151 

To  the  weftward  of  Caguaya  was  the  port  of  Efquivel  (Pucrta  CHAP. 
de  Efquivella)  fo  called,  I  prefume,  in  honour  of  the  governor        jl*_  / 

of  that  name.  This  port  feems  indeed  to  have  been  almoft 
deferted  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  in  1655,  the  Spaniards 
giving  the  preference  to  Caguaya;  but  it  was  ftill  reibrted 
to  by  the  galleons,  as  a  place  of  (helter  during  the  hurricane 
months,  and,  from  its  ancient  reputation,  the  Engliih  named 
it  Old  Harbour. 

Fkom  Old  Harbour  to  Punto  Negrillo,  the  weftern  point 
of  the  ifland,  the  fea-coaft  was  chiefly  in  favanna,  abounding 
in  horned  cattle ;  but  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
&ttlement  in  all  that  great  extent  of  country,  except  a  fmall 
hamlet  called  Oriftan»  of  which  however  the  accounts  are 
obfcure  and  contradidory* 

Returning  eaftvvard,  to  the  north  of  Port  Caguaya  was 
the  Hato  de  Liguany;  prefenting  to  the  harbour  an  extenfive 
plain  or  favanna^  covered  with  cedar  and  other  excellent 
timber.  This  part  of  the  country  was  alfo  abundantly  ftored 
with  horned  cattle  and  horfes,  which  ran  wild  in  great  num- 
bers 5  and  the  firft  employment  of  the  Englifh  trbops  was 
hunting  and  ilaughtering  the  cattle,  for  the  fake  of  the  hides 
and  tallow,  which  (bon  became  an  article  of  export*  It  was 
fuppofed  by  Sedgewicke,  that  the  foldiers'  had  killed  20,000 
in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  four  months  after  their  arrival ;  and 
as  to  horfes,  "  they  were  in  fuch  plenty  (fays  Goodfon)  that 
**  we  accounted  them  the  vermin  of  the  country  fgj.'* 

EA6TWAR1> 

T;^  ^  Colonel  BftrryV  hbufe  all  galleried 'round  (now^ called  Cavaliers)  was 

fomierIy,i 
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Eastward  of  Liguany  was  the  Hato,  by  fome  called 
Ayala^  by  others  Talos^  and  now  wrote  2>//i?i^ ;  a  place,  faitlj 
Vcnables  "  which  hath  much  commodity  pf  plsinting  or  ere(Sk- 
ing  of  fugar  engiaes  of  water,  by  rcafon  of  two  convenient 
rivers  running  through  it  fit  for  that  purpofe/*  Nextt  to 
Apia  was  the  Hato  callied  Morantc  This  Morante  (iaith 
y enables)  "  is .  a  large  and  plentiful  Hisito,  being  four  leagues 
in  length,  confiding  of  many  fmall  favannas,  and  has  wild 
cattle  and  hogs  in  very  great  plenty,  and  ends  at  the  Mine^ 
which  is  at  the  Cape  or  -Point  of  Morante  itfelf,  by  which 
toward  the  north  is  the  port  Antonio." 

*  •  9 

Such  is  the  account  of  Jamaica  as  tranfmitted  in  general 
Venables's  letter  to  fecretary  Thurloe,  dated  13th  June  1655. 
The  reader  will  perceive  that  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
north  fide  of  the  iflandj  which  .givps  room  to  conclude^  as  was 
undoubtedly  jhe  fai5t,  that  it  was  one  entire  defert,  from  eafl; 
to  weft,  totally  uncultivated  and  uninhabited. 

Of  the  inland  parts,  it  appears  from  Sloane,  that  Guanaboa 
was  &mous  for  its  cacao-trees,  and  the  low  lands  of  Clarendpa 
for  plantations  of  tobacco. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  the  Spaniards  had  poiTefl^ed  the 
ifiand  a  century  and  a  half^  not  one  hundredth  part  of  the 

formerly,  when  the  Spaniards  poflefled  the  ifland,  the  only  place  in  Liguany 
inhabited  ;  a  rich  widow  had  here  a  fugar- work,  and  abundance  of  cattle  in  the 
favannas,  near  40,000/'  (Sloane,  vol.  i*  Introd.  p.  73.)— The  mountains  cf 
Iriguany  were  fuppofed  alfo  to  contain  mines  both  of  gold  and  copper. 

plantable 
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pfentablc  land  was  in   cultivation  when   the   Engliih  made 
thcmfelves  maftcrs  of  it.    Yet  the  Spanifh  fettlers  had  no 
fboner  exterminatted,  in  the  manner  we  have  feen,  the  original 
proprietors,  than  they  had  recourfe,  with  their  neighbours  of 
Hifpaniola,  to  the  introdudion  of  Haves  from  Africa.     We 
are  told  that  the  number  of  negroes  in   the  iiland,  at  the  time 
of  its  capture,  nearly  equalled  that  of  the  Whites.     It  is  not 
eafy   to  difcovcr  to  what  uifeful  purpofe  the  labour  of  thefe 
Blacks  was  applied.     The  floth   and   penury  of  the  Spaniih 
planters,  when  the  Englifh  landed,  were  extreme.     Of  the  many 
valuable  commodities  which  Jamaica  has  fince  produced  in  (b 
great  abundance,  Ibme  were  altogether  unknown,  and  of  the 
reft  the  inhabitants  cultivated  no  more  than  were  fufHcient 
for  their  own  expenditure.     Their  principal  export,   befides 
cacao,  coniifted  of  hogs-lard  and  hides.     The   fale  of  thefe 
articles,  and  fupplying  the  few  ihips  that  touched  at  their  ports 
with  provifions,  in  barter  for  European  manufaftures,  confti-. 
tuted  the  whole  of  their  commerce ;  a  commerce  which  the 
favages  of  Madagafcar  condu<3:  with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs. 
They  poiTeired  nothing  of  the  elegancies  of  life,  nor  were  they 
acquainted  even  with  many  of  thofe  gratifications  which,  in 
civilized  ftates,  are  coniidered  as  neceiTary  to  the  comfort  and 
conveniency   of  it.     They  were  neither  polished  by  focial  in- 
tercourfe,  nor  improved  by  education;  but  pafled  their  days 
in  gloomy  languor,  enfeebled  by  floth  and  depreffed  by  pover- 
ty.    Having  at  the  fame  time  but  little  or  no  connexion  with 
Europe,  nor  the  means  of  fending  their  children  thither  for 
education   (a  circumftance  that  might  have  introduced  among 
them,  from  time  to  time,  forae  portion  of  civility  and  fcience) 
Vol.  L  X  they 
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BOOK  thcjr  had  been  for  many  years  m  a  ftate  of  progreffive  dcgeue* 
n,  racy,  and  would  probably,, in  a  fhort  time,  have  expiated  thie 
guilt  of  their  anceftors,  by  falling  vid:imjs  themlS^ves^)  to  the 
vengeance  of  their  flaves.  Time  indeed  had  wrought  a  won- 
derful change  in  the  manners  and  difpofitions  of  all  the  Spaniflt 
Americans.  It  muft  however  be  acknowledged^  that  if  they 
poilefTed  not  the  abilities  of  their  foreBithers,  they  were  unftain^ 
ed  with  their  crimes.  If  we  find  among  them  no  traces,  of 
that  enterprifing  genius;  that  unconquerable  perfeveranoe^ 
that  contempt  of  toil,  danger,  and  death,  which  fo  vrondcrfnHy 
diflinguifhed  the  great  adventurers,  who  firft  explored,  and 
added  a  new  hemifphere  to  the  Spani/h  dominion ;  we  muft 
own  at  th&  fame  time  that  they  were  happily  free  from  thein 
guilty  ambidoii ;  their  remorfeleis  fanaticifm,.  and',  frantic: 
cruelty^  But,  whatever  was  their  character,  it  is.  impoi&ble 
to  jtjftify  the  hard  terms  impoicd.by  the  Ehglifh  conunanders 
on  the  poor  fettlers  in  Jamaicaj^  in  requiring  them,  to:  deHver 
up  their  flaves  and  ef&(5t$,*  and  quit  the  country  altogether.: 
They  pleaded  that  they  were  born,  in  the  ifland,  ami  had 
neither  relations,  friends,  nor  country  elfewhere,  and  they 
declared  that  they  were  refolved  to  perifh  in  the  woods,  rather 
than  beg  their  bread  in  a  foreign  foil.  This  was?  their  final 
anfwer  to  the  propofitions  of  Vcnables,  the.  Englife  General^ 
nor  could  they  be  brought  again  to  enter  into  any  treaty;. 
The  refiftance  they  afterwards  made  againft  thpa  efibrts  o£ 
our  troops  to  expel  ihem  from  the  illand,  may  fumifh  thi» 
important  lefTon  to  conquerors— that  even  victory  has  iti 
limits,  and  that  injuAice  and  tyranny  frequently  defeat  theio 
own  purposes. 

§  CHAP. 
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'Proceedmgs  of  the  S^glijh  in  yamaica  after  its  capture. — ChL 

lyOyley  .declared  pre/idmt^'-^DiJiontents  and  mortality  among 

the  army^-'^Vigoraus » exertions  of  the  ProteSior.-^CoL  Brayne 

.appointed  commander  in  chief— ^His  death. *--^D'Oy  ley  reajjumes 

.the  g&vernment. — *D^feats  t he' Spanijh  force Sy  which  had  invaded 

:tbe  ^land  from  Cuba.^-^His  wife  and  feady  adminijiration.^^ 

Bucanneers. — Conciliating  conduB  of  Charles  IL  on  his  rejio^ 

ration.— Firji    eJiabUp:iment   of   a    regular    government   in 

yammca. — Lord    Windfor^s  appointment. — R(ydl    proclama^ 

tion. — American  treaty  in  ityo.^^^Change  of  meafures  on  the 

fart  of  the  crown.^'^New  confitution  devifedfor  Jamaica  j-^ 

Earl  of  Carlijle  appointed  chief  governor  for  the  purpofe  of 

enforcing  the  new  'fyftem.^-^Succefsful  oppoftion  of  the  ajfem^ 

ibly.—Subfefuent  di/putes  reJpeSling  the  confirmation  of  their 

laws. — terminated  by  the  revenue  a£l  ofiyz^. 

AFTER  the  capture  of  the  iiland,  untU  the  reftoration  CHAP., 
of  Charles  IL  the  Englifli  in  Jamaica  remained  under  HI. 
military  jurifdi^ion.  Cromwell  had  nominated  Winflow> 
Serle  and  Butler  to  a£t  as  commiilioners^  with  Penn  and  Vena- 
bles,  intending^  I.  prefume,  to  conilitute  by  this  arrangement 
a  council  of  ftate,  whofe  authority  might  mitigate  the  rigour 
of  the  law-martial  -,  but  the  two  generals,  with  conuniflioner 
Butler^  returning  to  England  without  leave ;  the  fole  command 
of  the  arniy  devolved  on  Major  General  Fortefcue,  and  of  the 

X  a  fleet 
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BOOK    fleet  on  Admiral  Goodfon*    Neverthelefe  it  was  the  intention 
^'*         of   Cromwell  to  have  eflablKhed  a  civil  government  in  the 
ifland  on  very  liber^  principles.     Soon  after  he  received  the 
account  of  its  capture,  he  ifliied  a  proclamation  declaratory 
of   that  purpofe,    and  on  the   return  to    England  of   com- 
miflioner  Butler,    he   fent  over  Major  Sedgewicke  to  fupply 
his  place*   Sedgewicke  arrived  in  Jamaica  in  Odlober,  but  Win- 
flow  and  Serle  having  in  the  mean  time  fallen  vidlims  to  the  cli- 
mate, he  was  unwilling  to  adt  under  the  protestor's  commiflion 
without  further  afliftance.     An  inftrument  of  government  was 
thereupon  framed,  and  fubfcribed,  on  the  eighth  of  Oftober 
1655,  by  Sedgewicke  and  the  principal  officers,  who  thereby 
conflituted  themfelves  a  fupreme  executive  council  for  managing 
the  general  affairs  of  the  ifland;  of  which  Fortcfcue  was-declared 
prefident,  and    he   dying   foon   afterwards.   Colonel  Edward 
D'Oyley,  the  next  in  command,  was  chofen  to  prefide  in  his 
room.     But  the  fituation  of  the  troops  required  martial  array, 
and  flxi<a  difcipline  ;  for  the  difpoflfefTed  Spaniards  and  fugitive 
negroes  continued  to  harrafs  the  foldiers  with  perpetual  alarms. 
Men  were  daily  killed  by  enemies  in  ambuih.     The  Spanifh 
blacks   had    feparated    themfelves   from   their    late    maflters, 
and  murdered,  without  mercy,  fuch  of  the  Engli(h  as  rambling 
about  the'  country  fell  into  their  hands.     They  were  even  fo 
audacious  as  to  venture  by  night  to  attack  the  Englifh  troops 
in  their   quarters,    and  to  fet  fire  to  fome  of  the  houfes  in 
which  they  were  lodged,  in  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega, 
the  capital. 

But  the  proteftor  was  determmed  to  maintain  his  conqueft, 

and 
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and   fcemed   anxioufly  bent  on   peopling   the  ifland.     While    CHAP. 

recruits  were  railing  in  England,  he  directed  the  governors  of  HI. 

Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Britifti  colonies  to  windward  (which 

at  that  time  were  exceedingly  populous)   to  encourage  fome 

of  their  planters  to  remove  to  Jamaica,  on  the  aflurance  of 

their   having  lands  affigned  them   there.     He  difpatched  an 

agent  to  New  England  on  afimilar  errand,  as  well  as  to. engage 

the  people  of  the  northern  provinces  to  furnifli  provifions  to 

the  newly-acquired  territory.      He  gave  inftruiftions  to  his  fon 

Henry  CromwelU  who  was  Major  General  of  the  forces   in 

Ireland,  to  engage  two  or  three  thoufand  young  perfons  of  both 

fexes  from  thence,  to  become  fettlers  in  Jamaica ;  arid  he  ad- 

vifed  with  the  lord  Broghill,  who  commanded  at  Edinburgh,  on 

the  beft  means  of  inducing  as  great  a  number  to  emigrate  for 

the  fame  purpofe  from  Scotland. 

In    the    mean  while  the    old  foldiers   within   the    iiland, 
difliking  their  fituation,  and  conceiving  from  the  preparations 

• 

of  the  government  at  home,  that  the  proteiftor  had  thoughts 
of  confining  them  to  Jamaica  fcH*  life,  became  difiatisfied  and 
feditious.  Other  caufes  indeed  concurred  to  awaken  among 
them  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  as  approached  nearly  to 
mutiny.  Having  at  firft  found  in  the  country,  cattle  and  fwine 
in  great  abundance,  they  had  deftroyed  them  with  fuch  impro- 
vidence and  wantonnefs  of  profufion,  as  to  occafion  a  fcarcity 
of  freih  provifions  in  a  place  which  had  been  reprefented  as 
abounding  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  chief  commanders 
apprehending  this  event,  and  finding  that  the  bread  and  flour 

which 
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.B  0  01C  -which  arrived  from  England  were  oftentimes  fpoilt  by  the 
II*        length  of  the  voyage  and  the  heat  of  the  clixnate,  had  urged 
the  fotdiers,  with  great  earneflnefs,  to  cultivate  the   foil,  and 
raife,  by  their  own- induilryy  Indian  corn,  pulfe  and  caiTavi^ 
Sufficient  for  their  maintenance.     They  endeavoured  to  make 
them  fcnfible  that  fupplies  from  England  muft  neceflarily  be 
cafual  and  uncertain ;  and,  perfuafion  failing,  they  would  have 
compelled  them  by  force  to  plant  the  ground;  but  the  fubal  tern 
officers  concurred  with  the  private  men,  'abfolutely  refufing 
to  contribute  in  the  fmalleft  degree  -  to  their  own  prefervation 
by    the    means   recommended.      They    were  poflcfled    of  a 
poffionftte  longing  to  return  Co  England,*  and  fondly  imagined 
that  the  continual  great  eji^pence  of  maintaining  fo  large  a 
-body  of  troops  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  would  induce  the  pro- 
teftor  to  relinquifh  his  conqueft.     They  even   rooted  up  the 
provifions  which  had  been  planted  and  left  by  the  Spaniards* 
**'Our  foldiers    (writes  Sedgewicke)   have  deftroyed .  all  forts 
cf  proYtfions   and  cattle.      Nothiag  but  ruin    attends  them 
'whcrefoevcr  they:  go.     Dig  or  plant,  they  neither  will  nor  can, 
tbut  are  determined  rather  to  ilarve  than  work."     Afcarcity, 
approachiag '  to  a  famine,  was  at  length  the  confequence  of 
fuch  mifcondufi:,  and  it  was  accompanied  with  its  ulual  attend-* 
ants,  difeafe  and  contagion .     Perhaps  there  are  butj  few  defcrip  - 
-ticns  in  hiftory  wherein  a  greater  variety  6£  horrors  .are  accumu- 
lated than  in  the  letters  addreflcd  on  this  occasion  by  Sedgewicke 
and  the  other  :  principal  officer^, ;  to  the  govertmient  at  home, 
which  are  preferved  among  Thurioe*s  ftate  papers.  Such  was  the 
.  9vant  of  food,  that  fnake$,   lizards  and  other  vermin,    were 
eagerly  eaten,  together  with  unripe  fruits  and  noxious  vegeta- 
bles. 
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Mes.     This  unwholefome  dfet  concurred  with  other  circum^   C  H  A  P^ 
ftances  to  produce  an  epidemic  dyfentery,  which  raged  like         HL 
the  plague*     For  a  confideraWe  tinie  140  men  died  weeklyy 
and,  Sedgewicke  himfelf  at  length  perifhcd  in  the    general 
carnage^ 

The  proteflor,  as  ibon  as  he  had  received*  information 
of  the  diftraded  and  calamitous  ftate  of  the-  colony,  exerted 
himfelf,  with  his  ufual  vigour,  to  aflfcrd  it  relief*  Provtfions 
and  neceffaries  of  all  kinds  were  fhipped  without  delay ;  and 
Cromwell,  diftruftful  it  is  faid  of  D'Oyley's  attachment, 
fuperfeded  him,  by  granting  a-  commiffion-  of  commander  in 
chief  of  Jamaica,  to  Col.  Brayne>  governor  of  Lochabar  in 
Scotland.  This  gentleman^  with  a  fleet  of  tranfportSr  and 
a  reinforcement  of  one  thouland-  recruits,  failed  from  Pdrt 
Patrick,  the  beginning  of  Odtober  1656,  and  arrived  at  Jamaica 
in  December  following.  Col.  Humphreys  with  his  regiment,, 
coniifting  of  830  men,  had  landed,  fome  time  before>  from 
England ;  and  Stokes,  governor  of  Nevis,  with-  1 500  perfoni 
coUetSled  in  the  Windward  iflands,  had  reached  Jamaica,  and. 
begun  an  eftablilhment  near  to  the  Port  of  Morant,  where 
fome  of  Stokes's  defcendants,  of  the  fame  name,  poflefs  at 
this  day  confiderable  property.  Another  regiment,  commanded 
by  CoL  Moore,  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  1657  from  Ireland;, 
and  fome  induftrious  planters  followed  foon  afterwards  from 
New  England  and  Bermudas.. 

Brayne's  firft  accounts  are  very  difcdu raging.     He  com- 
plains diat  he  found  all  things  in  the  utmolV  coniliiion ;   that 

violent 
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^  O  O  K  violent  animofi ties  fubfifled  among  the  troops  ;  and^  above  all» 
^^"  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  men  cordial  to  the  bufinefs ; 
fuch  is  his  cxpreflion.  He  defires  a  remittance  oi ^.  5000,  to 
enable  him  to  ereft  fortifications,  and  a  further  fupply  of 
provifions  for  fix  months ;  ttrenuoufly  recommending,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  general  liberty  of  trade  between  the  ifland  and 
all  nations  in  amity  with  England ;  an  indulgence  which  he 
thinks  would  fpeedily  encourage  planters  enough  to  fettle  in, 
and  improve,  the  country. 

m 

But  Brayne,  though  a  man  of  fagacity  and  penetration, 
wanted  firmnefs  and  fortitude.  The  troops  ftill  continued 
unhealthy,  and,  ficknefs  fpreading  rapidly  amongft  the  new 
comers,  Brayne,  alarmed  for  his  own  fafety,  became  as  little 
cordial  to  the  bufinefs  of  fettling  as  the  reft.  He  prayed  moft 
earneftly  for  permiflion  to  return  to  England.  In  the  mean 
while,  by  way  (as  he  writes)  of  precaution  againft  a  fever, 
he  weakened  himfelf  to  a  great  degree  by  copious  blood- 
letting; a  praftice  which  probably  proved  fatal  to  him;  for 
he  died  at  the  end  of  ten  months  after  his  arrival.  A  few 
days  before  his  death,  finding  himfelf  in  imminent  danger, 
he  fent  to  D'Oyley,  and  formally  transferred  his  authority 
to  that  officer.  D'Oyley  happily  pofTefTed  all  thofe  qualifica^^ 
tions  in  which  Brayne  was  deficient ;  yet  he  entered  on  his 
i:harge  with  reluctance ;  for,  having  already  been  roughly  fuper- 
fcded  by  the  proteftor,  he  expected  perhaps  fuch  another  dif- 
mifiSion.  In  the  letters  which  he  addrefTed  to  Cromwell  and 
Fleetwood,  on  the  event  of  Brayne's  deceafe,  he  exprefTes  him- 
i€ji  with  propriety  and  dignity.     "  Your  highnefs,"  he  obferves 

to 
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to  Cromwell,  '^  is  not  to  be  told  how  difficult  it  is  to  command 
an  army  without  pay,  and  I  tremble  to  think  of  the  difcontents 
I  am  to  ftruggle  withal,  until  the  return  of  your  commands; 
though  I  blefs  God  I  have  the  afFeftion  of  the  people '  here, 
beyond  any  that  ever  yet  commanded  them;  and  a  fpirit  of 
my  own  not  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  unreafonable  difcon- 
tents."  To  Fleetwood  he  writes,  *'I  would  have  refufed 
to  accept  of  this  command,  if  I  could  have  quitted  with 
honour  and  faithfulnefs  to  my  country ;  but  I  am  now  refolvcd 
to  go  through,  until  I  receive  further  orders  from  his  highnefs, 
or  a  difcharge  from  him,  which  I  humbly  defire  your  lordftiip 
to  efFedl  for  me.  Honours  and  riches  are  not  the  things  T 
aim  at.  I  blefs  God  I  have  a  foul  much  above  them."  Pray, 
my  lord,  decline  your  greatnefs,  and  command  your  fecretary 
to  give  me  an  anfwer ;  for  if  I  were  difrobed  of  all  my  titles 
of  honour  and  great  command,  yet  you  know  that  I  am  a 
gentleman,  and  a  faithful  friend  to  my  country.'* 

It  was  fortunate  for  his  country  that  his  refignation  was  not 
accepted,  and  that  the  protestor,  ienfible  at  length  of  the 
ability  and  merit  of  this  brave  man,  confirmed  him  in  his 
conunand*  To  the  exertions  of  D'Oyley,  feconded  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  afFeftion  which  his  foldiers,  under  all  their 
difiiculties  and  diftreflfes,  manifefted  on  every  occafion  towards 
him,  we  owe  at  this  day  the  poflfefliion  of  Jamaica ;  the  recap- 
ture whereof  by  the  Spaftiards,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 657, 
became  to  them  an  objeft  of  great  national  concern.  Its  defence- 
lefs  ftate,  the  diflatisfa<Stion  of  the  Englifli  troops,  and  the 
exertions  making  by  Cromwell  to  afford  them  relief,  as  well  as 

Vol.  I.  Y  to 
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BOOK  to  augment  their  numbers,  led  the  gamrnDf  of  Cuba:  to 
11*  believe,  that  tlie  juncture  was  Acn  arrived  for  retrieving  the 
honour  of  his  country,  by  the  refloratioa  of  this  ifland  to  its  do-^ 
minion.  Having  communicated  to  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,,  a 
Scheme  built  on  this  idea,,  and  received  die  fan^ftion  and  fup-- 
port  of  that  officer,  he  made  preparations  fof  a  formida* 
ble  invafion,  and  appointed  Don  Chriftoj^ief  SaiL  Arnoldoj, 
who  had  been  governor  of  Jamaica  at  die  time  of  its  capture,^ 
to  take  the  conduift  and  conmiand  of  the  enterprize.. 

On  the  eighth  of  May  1 65  8,  thirty  companies^  c^  Spanifb 
infantry  landed  at  Rio  Nuevo>  a  finall  harbour  oa  the  nortb 
fide  of  the  ifland.  They  were  provided  with  eight  months  pro-- 
viiions,  ordnance  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  they  turought 
engineers  and  artificers  for  erefking  exteniive  fortifications^ 
Twelve  days  had  ekp&d  before  D'Oyley  knew  of  their  landings 
and  fix  weeks  more  intervened  by  the  time  that  hcviras  able: 
to  approach  them  by  fea.  During  this  interval,,  the  Spaniards^ 
had  eflabliflicd  themfelves  in  great  force ;  but  D*Oyley  at  length* 
reaching  Rio  Nuevo,  with  fcven  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  bcil- 
difciplined  foldiers,  attacked  them  in  their  entrenchments;; 
carried  by  aiTault  a  {Irong  fortrefs  which:  they  had  eteifted  on. 
an  eminence  over  the  harbour  j  and  compelled  the  late  unfortu-* 
nate  governor  to  get  back  as  he  could  to  Cuba,,  after  the  lofs. 
of  all  his  flores,  ordnance,  ammunition  and  colours,  and  of  one 
half  the  forces  which  he  had  brought  with  him..  Few  Kidlories. 
have  been  more  decifive ;  nor  does  hif^ory  furnifh  many  in- 
fiances  of  greater  military  fkill  and  intrepidity,  than  thofe  whichi 
were  difplayed  by  the  Englifh  on  this  occafion.. 

Aetek 
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Aft£r  fo  %nal  z4dkst,  tSie  Spaniards  osiade  no  effort  <^  C  H  A  P» 
confequence  to  reclaim  Jamaica.  A  party  of  tke  andent  Spanifh  ^  ^^* 
inhabitants^  however,  itiU  larked  in  the  woods,  and  Sail,  their 
governor^  had  retasned  to  ihare  their  fortunes;  but  a  body 
of  their  fugitive  negroes  liaying  furrendered  to  D'Oyley  on 
die  promife  of  £redom,  thefe  wretches  informed  hka  where 
their  kte  makers  wese  ihdlieced  3  and  joined  fome  troops  that 
were  &nt  in  purfuit  of  them :  thus  the  poor  Spaniards  Were 
entirely  routed,  and  jdie  few  that  iiirvived,  by  efcaping  to  Cuba, 
took  thcar  iaA  farewd  of  a  country,  their  fond  attachment  to 
wfaidi,  it  is  not  poflible  to  icA^  on,  without  emotions 
of  pity. 

By  die  wife,  fleady  and  pnovJdenit  admtniftration  of  D*Oylej, 
idle  affiiirs  of  die  ifland  liegan  at  length  to  vnear  a  more  promif* 
ling  afped.  The  army  was  now  become  tolerably  healthy* 
Some  fuccefsful  efforts  in  raifing  Indian  corn,  caflavi,  tobacco,  * 
and  cacao,  liad  given  enoniragement  to  a  fpirit  of  planting. 
The  arrival  of  feveral  merchant  fhips,  for  the  purpofe  of  traffic, 
contributed  flill  further  to  the  promotion  of  induftiy,  and, 
on  the  whole,  the  dawn  of  future  profperity  began  to  be  vifible. 

But,  as  hath  been  truly  obferved  by  a  well-informed 
author  faj^  nothing  contributed  fo  much  to  the  fetdement  and 
opulence  of  this  ifland  in  early  times,  as  the  refort  to  it  of 
tho£b  men  called  Bucaniers ;  the  wealth  which  they  acquired 
having  been  fpeedily  transferred  to  people  whofe  induflry 

(a)  European  Settlements* 

Y  2  was 
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BOOK    was  employed  ii>  cultivation  or  commerce.     Of  diat  fingular 
'^-         aflbciation  of  adventurers  it  were  to  be  wiflied  that  a  more  ac- 
curate account  could  be  obtained  than  has-  hitherto  been  given : 
Iwill  juft  obferve  in  this  place,,  that  fuch  of  them,  as  belonged 
to  Jamaica^  were   not   thofe   piratical   plunderers  and  public 
robbers  which  they   are  commonly  reprefented.     A  Spanifti 
war,  commenced  on  the  }ufteft  grounds  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh,  ftill  prevailing  ia  the  Weft  Indies,  they  were  furnifhed 
with  regular  letters  of  marque  and  peprifaL     After  the  reftora- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  the  king  ordered  that  they  fhould  receive 
every  encouragement  and  protedlion ;  nor^  if  we  may  believe 
Sir  William  Beefton,  fij  did  his  majefty  difdain  to  become 
a   partner  in  the    bucaniering  bufinefs.      It  is  indeed  related, 
that  he  continued  to  exaft  and  receive  a  fhare  of  the  booty> 
even  after  he  had  publicly  iiTued  orders  for  the  fuppreflioa 
f>f  this  fpecies  of  hoftility  fcj^ 

People  of  all  profcflions,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  Britiih 

r 

(b)  MS.  Journal  penes  me.. 

(c)  The  favour  extended  by  the  King  to.  Henry  Morgan,  the  moft  celebrate<^ 
of  the  EngliHi  Bucaniers^  (a  man  indeed  of  an  elevated  mind   and  invincible 
courage)  arofe  doubtlefs,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  gosd  underflanding  that 
prevailed  between  them  in  the  copartnerfbip  that  I  have  mentioned.   When  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle  returned  from  Jamaica,  Morgan  was  appointed  deputy  governor 
and  lieutenant  general  in  his  abfeoce ;  and,  proceeding  himfelf,  at  a  fubfequent 
period,  to  England,  he  was  received  very  gracioufly,   and  had  the   honour  of: 
knighthood  conferred  on  hltn  by  his  fovereign.     I  hope  therefore,  and  indeed 
have  good  reafon  to  believe,  tiiat  all  or  moft  of  the  heavy  accuiations  which 
have  been  brought  againft  this  gallant  commander,  of  outrageous  cruelty  to^ 
wards  his  Spanifh  captives,  had  no  foundation  in  truth* 

empirej^, 
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empire,   now  reforted   to  Jamaica,      The   confufions   which  CHAP. 

overfpread  England  after   the  death  of  Cromwell,   impelled         III. 

many  to  feek  for  fafety  and  quiet  in  the  Plantatbns^    Some  of 

thofe  men  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  adivity 

in  bringing  their  unhappy  monarch  to  the  fcafFold,  confidered 

this  ifland  as  a  fiire  place  of  refuge,     Forefeeing,  from  the 

temper  which  began  to  prevail  amongft  all  ranks  of  people 

in  England,  efpecially  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  1660, 

that  the  nation  was  united  in  its  wiflies  for  the  re-eflablifliment 

of  the  ancient  frame  of  government,  they  hoped  to  find  that 

fafety  in  a  colony  compofed  of  Cromweirs  adherents,  which 

they  were  apprehenfivc   would    fhortly  be  denied   them  at 

home  (d)^ 

But  altho*  men  of  this  (lamp  were  filently  permitted  to  fix 
themfelves  in  the  ifland,  the  general  body  both  of  the  army  and 

(d)  Some  of  thoTe  mea  who  had  £it  as  judges  at  the  trial  of  Charles  L  are 
faid  to  have  become  peaceable  fettlers  here,,  and  to  have  remained  after  the.Refto- 
ration  unnoticed  and  unmolefted.     Waite  and  Btagrove  are  reckoned  of  the 
number,  and'  General  Harrifon  was  carneftly  prefled  to  follow  their  example  j . 
but,  fuitably  to  his  charader,  he  gloried  in  the  ignominious  death  that  awaited 
him.     After,  his  execution,  his  children  fixed  their  fortunes  in  this  ifland,  where 
fome  of  his  defcendants,  in  the  female  Iine,.arefti]l  living,  in  good  credit,  in  the 
parlfh  of  St.  Andrew.     It  is  reported  alfo  that  the  remains  of  Prefident  Bradlhaw 
were  interred  in  Jamaica ;  and  I  obferve  in  a  fplendid  book,  entitled  Memoirs  of 
Thomas  HoUisy  an  epitaph  which  is  iaid  to.  have  been  infcribed  on  a  cannon 
that  was  placed  on  the  Prefident's  grave ;  but  it  is,  to  my  own  knawledge,  a 
modern  compofitiont     Prefidcnt  Bradfliaw  died  in  London,  in  November  1659, 
and  had  a  magnificent  funeral  in  Weftminfter  abbey.   A  fon  of  Scott,  the  Regicide, , 
fixed  himfelf  in  this  ifland,  and  fettled  the  plantation  called  Y  S  in  St.  Elizabeth. . 
fr^m  a  daughter  o£this  nian  was  defirended  the  late  alderman  Bcckford. . 

T  people 
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people  can^lit  dbe  reaving  .flame  ^  loyalty,  and  fincerely 
participated  in  tke  national  triumph  on  the  king's  return* 
TSie  :rreAored  tnonarch,  «n  his  part,  not  only  ov^Iooked  their 
paft  tran^reffions,  iDUt  prudently  forbore  alfo  to  awaken  dieir 
jealoudfy^  hy  enquiring  after  any  of  thofe  obnoidous  chara^ers 
to  whom  diey  had  af&rded  prote^on.  To  conciliate  the 
affedions  of  dieicolomfts,  whofe  valour  had  annexed  fo  impor* 
itant  an  append^e  to  his  dominions,  the  king  even  confirmed 
their  favoniite  Genend  in  his  command ;  appointing  D'Oyley, 
fay  a  commiiiicm  w^li  bore  date  the  thirteenth  of  February 
ft 66 J,  chief  ^vernor  of  the  ifland.  He  was  ordered,  at  the 
iame  time,  to  releaie  the  dsrtnj  from  military  fubordination,  to 
£re£t  courts  of  judicature,  and,  with  the  advice  of  a  council, 
jto  he  tkBed  by  the  inhabitants^  to  pafs  laws  fuitable  to  the 
irxigencies  of  the  colony. 

This  memorable  appointment  of  General  D'Oyley,  with  a 
council  eleded  l>y  the  people,  tnay  foe  confidered  as  the  firft 
eftabliihment  c^  a  regiilaf  civil  government  in  Jamaica,  after  the 
Engliih  had  become  mafters  of  it^  but,  in-order  to  create  full 
xdnfidence  of  fecurtty  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  further 
meafurcs  were  neceflary  on  the  part  of  the  fovercign  i  and  they 
were  readily  axlopted.  D'Oyley  defiring  to  he  recalled,  the 
loid  Windfor  was  nominated  in  his  room,  and  directed  to  pub- 
li(h,  on  his  arrival,  a  royal  and  gracious  proclamation,  wherein, 
ibr  the  purpofc  of , encouraging  the  fcttlement  of  the  country, 
allotments  of  land  were  offered  under  iudi  terms  as  were  ufual  in 
other  plantations,  with  fuch  farther  convenient  and  fuitable 
privileges  and  immumties,  as  the  grantees  ihould  reafonably 

I,  require. 
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fequire.     The  proclamation  then  proceeds  in  the  words  fbUow*  C  H  A  P« 
ing : — ^'  And  we  do  further  pobliih  and  declare^  that  all  the        ^^ 
*^  ehitdfen  of  our  natural- born  fubjedts  of  England^  to  he  born 
^  in  Jamaica^  shall^  from  their  hespectiye  births^ 

'*  BE  REPUTED  TO^  BS^  AND  SHALL  BE,  FREE  DENIZENS  OB 
**  ENGLAND,  AND  SHALL  HAVE  THE  SAME  PRIVILEGES,  TO 
•*  ALX  INTENTS    AND    PURPOSES^  AS  OUR  FREE-BORN  SUB- 

^^  jECTS  OF  ENGLAND  ;  and  that  all  free  perfons.  fhalC  have 
*^  liberty-,  without  interruption,  to^  traniport  them&Ives  and  their 
^  families, "and  any  of  their  goods  (except  only  coin  and  bullion) 
^  from  any  of  our  dominions  and  territories  to  the  iaid  ifland 

^  of  Jamaica,,  &c  ^ej.'' Theie  important  declarations  have. 

always 

(e)  As  the^  reader  ma}* be  defirous  of  fieing  this  pi^oolam^tionat  large,  it  x9c 

here  inStrtc&virbatwu. 

^  Dtama.  Septima  Pars  Pattntium  dt  Anm  Regm  RigiT^  Carol!  Secmdi  Terth 

^ decimo*     Cor.  xdi,  i^tio. 

A  P  R  a  C  L  A  M  A  C  O  N,/^r  /A^  encouraging  tf  Pianters  in  bit  Majtftf's 

ijiand  of  Jamaica  in  /A^  Weft- Indies. 

Wee  being  fully  fatisfied  that  our  ifland  of  Jamaica,,  being  a: pleafint  and « 
moft  fertile  foyle,  and  fcituate  comodioufly  for  trade  and  commerce,  is  likely, 
through  God^s  bleffing,.to  bee  a  greate  benefitt  and  advantage  to  this,  and  other 
our  kingdomcs  and  dominions,  have  thought  fitt,  for  encouragping  of  our  fubie<as 
as  well  fuch  as  are  already  upon  the  faid  ifland,  as  all  others  that  fhall  tranfport 
themfelves  thither,  and  refide  and  plant  there,  to  declare  and  publift,  and  wee 
doe  hereby  declare  and  publifh,  that  thirtie  acres  of  impro\eabk  lands  (hall  bee 
granted  and  allotted,  to  every  fuch  perfon,  male  or  female,  being  twelve  years^ 
old,  or  upwards,  who  now  refides,  or  within  two  years'next  enfuing, ihall  refide 
upon  the  faid  ifland,  and  that  the  fame  fliall  bee  afligned  and  fett  out  by  the 
governor  and  councell,  within  fix  weekes,  next  after  notice  (hall  bee  given,  in 
writings  ftibfcribed  by  fuch.  planter  or  planters,,  or  fpme.  of  them  in  hehalfc  ofr  , 

the. 
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always  been  jufUy  confidered^  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica> 
as  a  folemn  recognition  and  confirmation  by  the  crown^  of 
ihoie  rights  which  are  inherent  in,  and  unalienable  from,  the 
perfon  of  a  fubjeft  of  England,  and  of  which,  fo  long  as  he  pre- 
ierves  his  allegiance, emigration  for  the  benefit  of  the  flate  cannot, 

and 
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the  reft,  to  the  governor  or  Tuch  oAicer  as  hee  Jbafl  appoint  in  that  behalfe,  fignify* 
ing  their  refolutions  to  plant  there,  and  when  they  intend  to  bee  on  the  place: 
and  in  cafe  they  doe  not  goe  thither,  with  in  fix  months  then  next  enfuing,  the 
faid  allotment  (hall  be  void,  and  free  to  bee  affigned  to  any  other  planter,  and 
that  every  perfon  and  peifojis  to  whom  fuch  alignment  (hall  be«  made,  ihall 
bold  and  enjoy  the  faid  lands,  foe  to  beeaiSgned,  and  all  houfes,  edifices,  buildings 
and  inclofures  thereupon  to  bee  built  or  made,  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever, 
by  and  under  fuch  tenures  as  is  ufual  in  other  plantations  fubjeA  to  us.  Never- 
thelefle  they  are  to  bee  obliged  to  ferve  in  armes  upon  any  infurredion,  mutiny, 
or  forraine  invafion,  and  that  the  faid  affignments  and  allotments  (hall  be  made 
and  confirmed  under  the  publique  (eale  of  the  faid  ifland,  with  power  to  create 
any  mannor  or  mannors,  and  with  fuch  convenient  and  fuitable  priveledges 
and  imunities  as  the  grantee  (hall  reafonably  defire  and  require,  and  a  draught 
of  fuch  affignment  (hall  bee  prepared  by  our  learned  councell  in  the  lawe,  and 
delivered  to  the  governor  to  that  purpofe,  and  that  all  fi(hing8  and  pifcharies, 
and  all  copper,  lead,  tin,  iron,  coales  and  all  other  mines  (except  gold  and  (ilver) 
within  fuch  refpedlive  allotments  (hall  bee  enjoyed  by  the  grantees  thereof, 
referving  only  a  twentieth  part  of  the  produdl  of  the  faid  mines  to  our  ufe.  And 
wee  doe  further  publi(h  and  declare,  that  all  children  of  any  of  our  naturall  borne 
fubje£ls  of  Englandy  to  bee  borne  in  Jamaica^  (hall  from  their  refpeSive  births, 
bee  reputed  to  bee,  and  (hall  bee,  free  Denizens  of  England  \  and  (hall  have  the 
fame  priveledge*?,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  our  free  borne  fubj efts  of  £«^/tf«4 
and  that  all  free  pcrfons  (hall  have  libertie  without  interruption,  tottanfport 
themfelves,  and  their  families  and  any  their  goods  (except  onley  coyne  and  bullion, 
from  any  our  dominions  and  territories  to  the  faid  ifland  of  Jamaica.  And  wee 
doe  ftriftly  charge  and  command  all  planters,  foldiers  and  others,  upon  the  faid 
ifland,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  lawfull  commands  of  our  right  trufly  and 
ivelbcloved  Thomas  Lord  JVindfory  now  our  governor  of  our  faid  ifland,  and  to 

every 
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and  furely  ou^t  not»  to  diveft  him.  Purfuant  to»  and  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  proclamation,  the  governor  was  inftrudked  to  call 
an  aifembly,  to  be  indifferently  chofen  by  the  people  at  large» 
that  they  might  pafs  laws  for  their  own  internal  regulation 
and  government ;  a  privilege,  which  being  enjoyed  by  fuch  of 
their  fellow  fubjeds  as  remained  within  the  realm,  it  is  prefumed 
they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  excrcife,  with  this  limitation 
only,  that  the  laws  which  they  fhould  pafs,  were  not  fubverfivc 
of  their  dependance  on  the  parent  flate  (f). 

To  thefe  feveral  teftimonies  of  royal  juftice  and  £ivour 
towards  the  new  colonifts,  may  be  added  the  additional  fecurity 
obtained  for  them  by  the  American  treaty,  concluded  and  figned 
at  Madrid  in  the  month  of  June  1 670.  For,  after  the  refto* 
ration^  doubts  were  raifed  by  the  partisans  of  royalty,  whether, 

every  other  governor  thereof  for  Ae  tyme  being,  under  paine  of  our  difpleafure 
and  fuch  penalties  as  may  bee  inflided  thereupon*  Giv^n  at  our  xourU  at 
Whitehall,  tht  fourteenth  day  j^  December.  P*.  ipm.  Regent. 

This  is  a  true  eopy  of  the  original  record  remaining  in  the  Qjapple  of  the  Rolls^ 
having  been  examined  by  me^  ^^^  ^^^^^  f^    .^^^  jj^^,^ 

VERA.C'O?  lA. 

(f)  His  Majefty  was  likewife  pleafed  to  favour  the  ifland  wUh  a  broad  feal 
with  the  foilowiag  arms,  viz,,  a  crofs  gules  charged  with  five  pine-apples  in  a 
field  argent ;  Jufp%rters^  two  Indians  (dum'd  and  condaled }  creft^  an  alligator 
vivant.    The  infcription  in  the  orb, 

£cce  alifim  Ramos  porrexit  inorbem 
Nee  fterilis  eft  crux. 

Vol.  L  Z  as 
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as  the  elevation  of  CrcmiweU  was  adjudged  an  ufxirpation^  the 
conquefts  which  had  been  made  under  the  fandiioa  of  hit 
authority^  could  be  rightfully  maintained  by  a  kingly  gpvera* 
ment  ?  Although  nothing  could  well  be  more  fiitile  than  diele 
fuggeftions,  it  was  neverthele&  thought  neceifary  to  guard 
againft  the  conclufions  which  Spain  might  deduce  from  tfaem« 
This  precaution  partly  gave  ri(e  fo  the  feventh  article  of  the 
treaty  above  referred  to,  which  is  conceived  in  the  words* 
following,  viz.  '*  The  king  of  Great  Britain^  his  heirs  and 
**  fucceffors,  fhall  have,  hold  and  poffefs,  for  ever,  with  full 
"  right  of  fovcreign  dominion^  property  and  pofTeflion,  all  iands^ 
*'  countries,  iflands,  colonies  and  dominions  whatever,  fitqated 
in  the  Weft  Indies^  or  any  part  of  America,,  which  the  faid 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  hi&  fubjoAs,.  do,  at  this  prefent^ 
^  hold  and  pof{eJ6 ;  (o  diat  in  regani  thereof^  or  upon  any 
'*  colour  or  pretence  whatever,  nothing  may  or  ought  ever 
"  to  be  urged,  nor  any  queflion  or  controv^fy  moved  concern-^ 
'^  ing  the  fame  hereafter  fgj*** 


Hit  HER  TO,,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  die  fbvereign  authority, 
was  properly  exerted  in  defence  of  the  juft  rights  of  the  crown^ 
and  in  iecuring  to  its  diftant  fubje^ts  the  enjoyment  of  their 
TpoiSsSxons ;  but  unhappily  Charles  IL  was  a  monarch  without 
fteadinefs^  and  a  man  without  integrity*  His  general  condisA 
was  founded  in  motives  of  felfifhnefs  and  dec^tion»     About 

(g)  From  this  leckil  may  be  km  the  foHjr  of  »  vevj  prevalent  notioii,  namely^ 
That  the  fovereigns  of  Spain^  or  feme  of  tbdr  fiibieAs,  flill  keep  up  pretenfions 
to  Jamaica^  or  claim  property  therein>  as  not  bavmg  been  formally  ceded  to*  die 
cfown  of  Eflglandr 

the 
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tlie  period  of  the  American  treaty^  a  fcheme  having  been  CHAP, 
formed  by  him  or  his  miniiby  £ot  fubverting  the  liberties  HI* 
of  the  people  at  home>  it  is  the  lefs  wonderful^  that  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  colonics  abroad,  fhouldhave  been 
regarded  by  the  king  with  a  jealoufy,  which  encreafing  with 
die  encreafe  of  their  numbers*  broke  out  at  length  into  ads 
cfopenhoftUity  and  violence  towards  them. 

In  the  banning  of  £678,  the  Aorm  fell  on  Jamaica.  A 
new  fjrftem  of  legiilation  was  adopted  for  this  ifland,  founded 
nearly  on  the  modd  of  the  Irifh  conAitution  under  Poyning$*s 
nGt ;  and  the  Earl  of  Cadifle  was  appointed  chief  governor  for 
the  purpodfe  of  enforcing  it.  A  body  of  laws  viras  pi^pared 
by  the  privy  council  of  England^  4U»ong  the  reft  a  biU  for 
fettling  a  perpetual  revenue  on  the  crown*  which  his  lord/hip 
was  direded  to  otEcr  to  the  afiembly ;  requiring  them  to  adopt 
the  whole  code,  without  amendment  or  alteration.  In  futura 
the  heads  of  all  bills  (money  bills  accepted)  were  to  be  fuggeft*. 
ed  in  the  firft.  inAance  by  the  governor  and  council,  and  tranf* 
mitted  to  his  majcify  to  be  approved  or  rejeded  at  home;  on 
obtaining  the  royal  confirmation,  they  were  to  be  returned 
ando:  the  great  feal  in  the  ftiape  of  lawSt  and  pafTed  by  the 
general  ailembly;  which  was  to  be  convened  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that^  and  the  bufinefi  of  voting  the  ufual  fupplies  ^ 
imlefs  in  oonfequence  of  fpecial  crdctt  from  England. 

If  we  nSc&  only  on  the  dtftanoe  of  Jamaica  from  Great 
Britain^  We  may  pronounce,  widiont  hefitation,  that  it  wa« 
tmpoffible  for  the  colony  to  exift  uader  ioch  a  conftitutim 

Z  2  and 
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BOOK  and  fyftem  of  government.  What  mifcdndud  on-  the  part  of 
II.  the  inhabitants,  or  what  fecret  expe<!tatk>n  on  the  part  of  the 
crown,  originally  gave  birth  to  this  projedti  it  is  now  difficult 
to  determine.  The  moft  probable  opinion  is  this. — In  the 
year  1663,  the  aflembly  of  Barbadoes  were  prcvaikd  ofi,  by  very 
unjuftifiable  means,  as  will  hereafter  be  fliewn,  to  grant  an 
internal  revenue  to  the  crown,  of  4!  percent,  on  the  grofs^ 
produce  of  that  ifland  for  ever.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the 
fteady  refufal  of  the  Jamaica  planters  to  burthen  themlelVes 
and  their  pofterity  with  a  fimilar  imrpofition,  exciting  the  re^ 
fentment  of  the  king,  firft  fuggefted  the  idea  of  depriving  them 
of  thofe  conftitutional  franchifes  which  alone  could  give  fecu^ 
rity  and  value  to  their  pofleffions.  Happily  for  die  prefcnt 
inhabitants,  neither  fecret  intrigue  nor  undifgu^d  violence 
were  fuccefsfuli  Their  gallant  anceftors  tiunfmitted.to  theic 
pofterity  their  eftates  unincumbered  with  fuch  a  t^,  and  their 
political  rights  unimpaired  by  the  fyftem  of  .governmem  at-* 
tempted  to  be  forced  on  them.  "  The  aflembly  (&ys  Mr.  Lbng» 
rejected  the  new  conftitution  with  indignation.  No.  threats 
could  frighten,  no  bribes  could  corrupt^  nor  arts  nor  arguments 
perfuade  them  to  confent  to  laws  that  would  enflave  « their 
pofterity."  Let  me  add,  as  a  tribute  of  juft  acknowledgment 
to  the  noble  efibrts  of  this  gentleman's  gr^t  anceftor,  CoL 
.Long,  that  it  was  to  bim^  Jamaica  was  principally  indebted 
for  its  deliverance.  As  chief  judge  of  the  ifland,  and  member 
of  the  Council,  he  exerted  on  this  important  occafion,  the 
powers  with  which  he  was  inveft'ed,  with  fuch  ability  and 
fortitude,  in  defence  of  the  people,  as  to  baffle  and  finally 
overpower  every  efibrt  to  enflave  them.    The  governor,  after 

difmifling 
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dsGxnfftng  hitn  from  the  pofts  wbkh  he  had  filled  with  fuch 
hoDOur  to  himfelfy  and  advantage  to  the  public,  conveyed 
him  a  ftate  prifoner  to  England.  Thefe  defpotic  meafures 
were  ultimately  produftive  of  good.  CoL  Long,  being  heard 
before  the  king  and  privy  council,  pointed  out  with  fuch  force 
of  argument,  the  evil  tendency  of  the  meafures  which  had  been 
pnrfued,  that  the  EngMi  miniftry  reludtantly  fubmitted.  The 
allembly  had  their  deliberative  powers  reftored  to  them,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  had  preiided  in  the  ifland  as  lieu* 
tenant  governor  from  1 670  to  1 674,  very  much  to  the  iatisfec- 
tion  of  the  inhabitant^  was  appointed  captain  general  and 
chief  governer  in  the  room  of  Lord  Carliflc  f&J. 


It  might  have  been  hoped  tbat  all  pofiible  caufe  of  future 
conteft  with  the  crown,  on  the  queftion  of  political  rights, 
was  now  happily  obviated;  but  the  event  proved  that  this 
expedation  was  fallacious*  Although  the  aflemUy  had  re- 
covered die  ineftimable  privilege  of  franung  fuch  laws  for  their 
internal  government  as  their  exigencies  might  require,  of 
which  doubtlefs  themfelves  alone  were  competent  to  judge, 
and  although  it  was  not  alledged  that  the  laws  which  they 
hadpafled,  as  well  before,  as  after  the  re-eftablifhment  of  their 
rights,  were  repugnant  to  thofe  of  the  mother  country,  yet 
the  royal  confirmation  of  a  great  part  of  them  had  been  con-- 


(i)  I  have  fubjolned,  as  an  appendix  to  this  booi:,  ^  an  Hiftorical  Account  of 
'*  the  Cooftitution  of  Jamaica,"  by  a  late  Chief  Governor  of  diftinguUhed  abi- 
lities, wherein  the  particulars  of  Lord  Carlifle's  adminiftration  are  detailed  at 
large. — This  hiftorical  account  is  now  publifhed  for  the  firft  time,  and  cannot 
fkil  of  proving  extremely  acceptable  to  the  readeh 

ftantly 
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ftantly  refufed^   and   Aill  continued  ta  be  whhhdld.     It  was 

Indeed  admittedi   that   the  Englifh  who  raptured  the   iilandj 

carried  with  them  as  their  birth^rlght,  the  law  of  England  as 

it  then  flood;  but  much  of  the  £ngU(h  law  was  inapplicabla 

to  the  iituation  and  condition  of  the  new  colonics  j  aod  it  was 

contended  that  they  had  no  right  to  any  ^atuttf^of  the  Britiih 

^parliaments  which  had.pafied  fubfequeDt  to  their  emigrations 

tinicfs  its  provilions  were  fpecially  «xlettded  to  the  colony  by 

name..    The  courts  of  judicature  within  &e  iflaiid,  bad  how^ 

vever,  from  neceffity»  adnutted  wAny  Atch  Aatates  te  be  ploade^ 

and  grounded  feveod  judgments  and  omportant  determjbiatioiis 

upon  them  i  and  the  aflembly  had  psiTed  bills  adopting  fevcral 

^  of  the  Englifliftatutes  which  did  not  otherwifc  bind  the  ifland  ; 

^but  feveral  ^lOf  thofe  bills*  When    &nt  hiome  for  the  royal 

^^ct)nfiirmati0nr  and  thofe  judgments  and  determinatioos  k£  the 

xourts  of  .law,  when  broi^ht  by  appeal  before  the  kiog  and 

«<x>uiK:iI»  though  not  difalloiVi^d^   remained  uaconfinnedi  and 

in  this  unfettkd  ftate»  the  affairs  of  Jam^aica  w^e  fii^^  to 

>remain  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years. 

THBrtnie  cmiie  of  fuch  inlBexibiUty  on  the  part  of  the  crown^ 
rvnt  no  oAer  than  the  old  ftory  of  revenue.  For  the  purpoie» 
as  it  was  pretended,  of  defraying  the  ^cpence  of  ttd3twg  and 
repairing  fortifications,  and  for  anfwering  ionnie  other  public 
contingencies,  the  minifters  of  Charles  IL  had  procured,  as  hath 
been  obfenred,  from  the  aflembly  of  Barfoadoes,  and  isMbod  from 
moft  of  the  other  Britifh  Weft  Indian  colonies,  the  grant  of  a 
perpetual  internal  revenue.     The  refufal  of  Jamaica,  to  concur 

in  a  iimilar  dlabliihn>6nt>   the  puniihnatent  provided  for  her 

contumacy. 
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contwmacy,  and    the  means  of  her  deUvefaiice»  have  been  CHAP. 

already  ftatedi   but  it    was    found    dfiat   the  lenity  of  the        'I'* 

crmvn    an    relinquUhing    the    fyilem    of   compulfion,    ^wa$ 

expeSied  to   produce  the  eSEoSt  which  oppreflion  had  £iiled 

to  accompliih*     The  Bngli/h  government  claijned  a  return 

from  llie  pirople  of  Jamaica,  for  having  dropt  an  oppreflive 

and  pernicious  project,  as  if  it  had  adually  conferred  upon 

them  a  pc^tive  and  pemianent    benefit;  a  claim  which  all 

die  Bi4ti(k  minifters,  fcom  the  re(boratiofi  of  King  Charles  to  th^. 

reign  of  George  II.  very  cordially  juftified,. 

Th«  aflTcmbly  however  remained  unconvinced-.  Among^^: 
other  ob^edtions^^  they  pleaded  that  the  money  granted  by  the 
Ifland  pf  Barbadoes  was  •  notorioufly  appropriated  to  purpofes 
widciy  different  from  thofe  for  which  it  iwa  exprefsly  given ; ; 
and  they,  demanded  ibme  pledge  or  iccurity  againft  a  iimilar 
mi&pplication ;  in  caie  they  ihould  £ibje&  their  coimtry  to  a 
permanent  and  irrenaocable  tax«  The.m]niAefS  lefni^  tp  giv^ 
any  fati^dion  in  this  particular;  and  finding  the  aileqibly  were 
equally  re(<4ute  to  pa6  their  fupply.  bills  from  ^year  to  year  only^ 
as  ufualy  tdvifed  the  fovereign,  fnom  a  fpirit  of  vindidkivi^ 
policy,  to  wave  the  confirmation  of.  the  hw$,  and  to.  fuffer 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  ifland^  to  remain  on  the 
precarious  footing  that  I   have  defcribed*. 

Such  was  the  ajftual  fituation  of  Jamaica  until  the  year  1728, 
when  a  compromife  was  happily  efFeded.  In  that  year  the 
aflembly  confented  to  fettle  on  the  crown  a  ftanding  irrevocable 
revenue  of  j^.  8,000  perannum,  on  certain  conditions,  tet  which  the 
^XfWn  agreed,  and  of  which  the  following  are  the  principal : . 


« 
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ifl.  That  the  quit-rents  arifing  within  ihc  iiland  (then 
eftimated  at  JT.  1^60  per  annum)  fbouid  conftitute  a  part  of 
fuch  revenue,  adly.  That  the  body  of  dbeir  laws  ihould  receive 
the  royal  aifent*  And^  ^ly*  That  **  all  fuch  laws  and  ftatutes 
^*  of  England,  as  had  been  at  any  time  ^fteemcdj  introduced, 
ufedy  accepted,  or  received,  as  laws  in  the  ifland#  ihould  be 
and  continue  laws  of  Jamaica  for  ever*''  The  revenue  aft, 
With  this  important  declaration  therein,  was  accordingly 
pafled,  and  its  confirmation  by  the  king,  put  an  end  to  a  con^ 
teft  no  lefs  diigraceful  to  the  government  at  honcte^  than  in« 
jurious  to  the  people  within  tlie  ifland. 

m 

I  HAVE  thus  endeavoured,  with  as  much  brevity  as  the  fub« 
jeft  would  admit,  to  trace  the  political  conftitution  of  Jatxiaica 
from  infancy  to  maturity;  but  although  ite  parentage  and  prin- 
ciples are  Britifh,  its  outward  form  has  been  modified  and 
regulated  by  vark>us  unfbrefeen  events,  andlocal  circumftances* 
^In  its '  pre&nt  appearance,  and  aftual  exercife,  howeyor,  it  fo 
nearly  refembles  the  fyftcm  of  government  in  the  other  Britifli 
•Weft  Indian  Iflands,  that  one  general  defcription  (which  I . re- 
serve for  a  fubfequent  part  of  my  work)  will  comprehend  the 
whole.  A  minute  detail  of  local  occurrences  and  internal  politics, 
would  not,  I  prefume,  be  interefting  to  the  gener^  rp^dcx/ij^  ' 

•1.1  M  ' 

(i)  In  the  year  1687  Chriftopher  Duke  of  Albermarle  was  appointed  chief 
governor  of  Jamaica.  This  nobleman  was  the  only  furviving  fon  and  heir  of 
general  Monk,  who  had  reilored  Charles  IL  and  I  oiention  him  pfirtcipaify  as 
exhibiting. a  ftrlking  inftance  of  the  inftabilrty  of 'human  greaciie6« )  The  fiubcr 
had  .been  gratified. with  the  higheft  rewards  that  a  fovereig;i  could  bcflrow  on  a 
IktgeA ;  a  dukedom,  the  garter,  and  a  princely  fortune  i  and  the  foo>  reduced  Co 
beggary  by  vice  and  extravagance,  was  driven  to  the  neceiEty  of  imploring  bread 

■    front 
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from  James  IK  The  king,  to  be  freed  from  his  importunities?,  gave  him  the 
government  of  Jamaica ;  where,  dying  childlefs,  a  fhort  time  after  his  arrival,  his 
honours  were  extinguilhed  with  his  life*  The  noble  Duke  lived  long  enoagh 
however  to  colle<3  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  for  his  creditors ;  for  entering 
into  partnerihip  with  Sir  William  Phipps,  who  had  difcovered  the  wreck  of  a 
Spaniih  Plate  (hip,  which  had  been  (Irandcd  in  1659,  on  a  (hoal  to  the  norih-caft 
of  Hifpaniola,  they  fent  out  floops  from  Jamaica,  provided  with  flcilful  divers,  to 
fearch  for  the  hidden  treafure,  and  arc  faid  to  have  actually  recovered  twenty-fix 
tons  of  filver.  The  condadlof  this  noble  governor  on  his  arrival,  affords  many 
curious  inftances  of  the  arbitrary  principles  of  the  times ;  among  others,  the 
following  is  not  the  leaft  remarkable. — ^Having  called  an  ailembly,  his  grace  dif- 
folved  them  abruptly,  becaufe  one  of  the  members,  in  a  debate,  repeated  the 
old  adage,  fali/s  popuH  fuprema  Ux.  His  grace  afterwards  took;  the  member 
into  cuitody,  and  caufed  him  to  be  fined  £*  600  for  this  ofience.  With 
his  grace  came  over  Father  Thomas  Churchill,  a  Roniilh  paAor,  fent  out  by 
James  II.  to  convert  the  ifland  to  popery ;  but  his  grace's  death,  and  the  revolu- 
tion in  1688,  blafted  the  good  father's  projedh  The  Duchefs  accompanied  her 
hufband;  a  cifcumftance  which  the  fpeakerof  the  aflembly  in  his  firft  addrefs 
expatiated  upon  in  a  high  flrain  of  eloquence.  <<  It  is  an  honour  (faid  he)  wl)ich 
the  opulent  kingdoms  of  Mexico  and  Peru  could  never  arrive  at,  and  even 
Columbus* 5  ghojl  would  he  appeafedfor  all  the  Mignities  he  endured  of  the  Spaniards^ 
could  he  but  know  that  his  own  beloved  foil  was  hallowed  by  fuch  footjleps  !  Their 
Honours  of  the  Council  could  not  have  gone  farther. 

In  the  month  of  June  1692,  happened  that  tremendous  earthquake  which 
fwallowed  up  great  part  of  Port  Royal.  A  defcription  of  it,  dreadfully  minute, 
may  be  found  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions  \  but  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  the  town  was  chiefly  built  on  a  bank  of  fand,  adhering  to  a  xock  in  the  fea, 
and  that  a  very  flight  concuflion,  aided  by  the  weight  of  the  buildings,  would  pre* 
bably  have  accomplifhed  its  deilrudion.  I  am  inclined  therefore  to  fufpeft  that 
the  defcription  of  the  (hock  is  much  exaggerated.  The  inhabitants  were  fcarcely 
recovered  from  the  terrors  occafioned  by  the  earthquake,  when  they  were  alarm- 
ed with  an  account  of  an  intended  invafion  by  an  armament  from  Hifpaniola, 
commanded  by  Monf.  Du  Cafle,  the  governor  of  that  ifland,  in  perfon.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  17th  of  June  1694,  a  fleet  of  three  men  of  war  and  twenty  privateers 
(having  on  board  I9500  land  forces)  appeared  off  Cow  Bay,  where  eight  hundred 
of  the  foldiers  were  landed,  with  orders  to  defolate  the  country  as  far  as  Port 

Vol,  I.  A  a  Morant. 
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BOOK     Morant.  Thefe  barbarians  obeyed  their  inftru£lionsto  the  full  extent-^Theynoft^ 
II.  only  fet  fire  to  every  fettlement  they  came  to,  but  tortujred  their  prifimers  in  the- 

moft  (hocking  manner,  and  murdered  great  numbers  in  cold  blood,  after  making 
them  behold  the  violation  of  their  wives  by  their  own  negroes.     Such  at  lead; 
is  the  account  tranfmitted  by  Sir  WilKam  Beefton,  the  governor,  to  the  fecretary 
of  ftate.   Unfortunately,  the  militia  of  this  part  of  the  country  had  been  drawn  off' 
to  guard  the  capital;  whereby  the  French  continued  their  ravagea  without 
refiftance,  and  having  fet  fire  to  all  the  plantations  within  their  reach,  and  feized 
about  one  thoufand  negroes,  Du  Cafle  failed  to  leeward,  and  anchored  in  Carlifle- 
Bay,  in  the  parifh  of  Vere.   This  place  had  no  other  fortification  dian  an  ill-con««. 
triyed  breaft-work,.  manned  by  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men  from  the  militia 
of  St.  Elizabeths  and  Clarendon,  which  Du  Cafle  attacked  with  all  bis  force. 
The  Englifli  made  a  gallant  refiftance ;  but  Colonel  Cleyborn,  Lieutenant  Colo-^ 
nel  Smart,  Captain  Vaflal,  and  Lieatenant  Dawkins  being  killed,  and  many  others 
dangeroufly  wounded,  they  were  compelled  to  retreat.    Happily,  at  this  moment^, 
arrived  five  companies  of  militia,  which  the  governor  had  ibnt  to  their  aiSftanco- 
from  Spanifli^town.     Thefe,  though  they  had  marched  thirty  miles  without  re- 
freihment,  immediately  charged  the  enenty  with  fuch-  vigour,  as  entirely  tx>9 
change  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  French  retreated  to  their  fliips^  andDiLCaflG: 
fioion  afterwards  returned  to  HifpanioU  with,  his  ill*gptten  booty.. 


CBAR 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Sifuathn.^^C/imate. — Face  of  the  Country. — Mountains j  andad^ 
^vantages  derivedfrom  them. — SoiL^^Lands  in  Culture .-^^Lands 
.  uncultivated^  and  obfervations  thereon. — Woods  and  Timiers.-^^ 
Rivers  and  Medicinal  Springs. — Ores. — Fegetable  Cla/fes.^— 
Grain. — Grajfes.—Kitchen^garden  produce^  and  Fruits  for  the 
Table^  &c.  &c. 

JAMAICA  is  Ctuated  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  about  four  CHAP* 
thoufand  miles  fouth-weft  of  England.  It  has  the  ifland  IV. 
of  Hifpaniola,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues,  to  the  eaft :  The 
Ifland  of  Cuba,  about  the  fame  diftance,  to  the  north :  The 
Gulph  of  Honduras  to  the  weft ;  and  Carthagena,  on  the  great 
continent  of  South  America,  to  the  fouth,  diftant  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  leagues. 

The  center  of  Jamaica  lies  in  about  i8'  12V  north  latitude, 

and  in  longitude   about  76*  45^  weft  from   London.     From 

thefe   data   the    geographical   reader  will    perceive   that  the 

climate,  although  tempered  and  greatly  mitigated  by  various 

caufes,  fome  of  which  will  be  prefently  explained,  is  extremely 

hot,  with  little  variation  from  January  to  December;  that  the  days 

and  nights  are  nearly  of  equal  duration ;  there  being  little  more 

than  two  hours  difference  betwfeen  the  longeft  day  and  the 

fhorteft ;  that  there  is  very  little  twilight;  and  finally,  that  when 

it  is  twelve  o^clock  at  noon  in  London,  it  is  about  fcven  in  the 

morning  in  Jamaica. 

Aa  2  The 
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BOOK  T«E  general  appearance  of  the  country  differs  greatly  frc^iiL 
II.  moft  parts  of  Europe;  yet  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  the 
iiland,  which  are  feparat<:d  by  a  vaft  chain  of  mountains  extend- 
ing from  eaft  to  weft,  differ  at  the  fame  time  widely  from 
each  other.  When  Columbus  firft  difcovered  Jamaica,  he  ap-* 
proached  it  on  the  northern  fidcf  and  beholding  that  part 
of  the  country  which  now  conftitutes  the  parifh  of  St-  Anne,, 
was  filled  with  delight  and  admiration  at  the  novelty,  variety, 
and  beauty  of  the  profpe<ft.  The  whole  of  the  fcenery  is. 
indeed  fuperlatively  fine,  nor  can  words  alone  (at  leaft  any  that 
I  can  feledl)  convey,  a  juft  idea  of  it.  A  few  leading  particulars- 
I  may  perhaps  be  able  to  point  out,  but  their  combinations  are. 
infiiiitely  various,  and  to  he  underftood  muft  be  feen* 

The  country  at  a  finall  diftance  from  the  fliore  rifes  into 
hills,  which  are  more  remarkable  for  beauty  than  boldnefs  i, 
being  all  of  gentle  acclivity,  and  commonly  feparated  from  each; 
other  by  fpacious  vales  and  romantic  inequalities ;  but  they  are 
leldom  craggy,  nor  is  the  tranfition  fi-om  the  hills  to  the 
vallies  oftentimes  abrupt.  In  general,  the*  hand  of  nature  haa 
rounded  every  hill  towards,  the  top  with  fingukr  felicity;  The 
moft  ftriking  circumftances- attending  thefe  beautiful  fwells  arc 
the  happy  difpofition  of  the  groves  of  pimento,  with  which 
moft  of  them  are  fpontaneoufly  clothed,,  and.  the  confummate 
verdure  of  the  turf  underneath,.which  is  difcoverable  in  a  thoufand 
openings  >  prefenting  a  charming  contraft  to  the  deeper  tints 
of  the  pimento.  As  this  tree,,  which  is  no  lefs  remarkable 
for  fragrancy  than  beauty,  fuffers  no  rival  plant  to  flourifh 
within  its  fhade,  thefe  groves  are  not  only  clear  of  underwood, 

but. 
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but  even  the  grafs  beneath  k  feldom. luxuriant.  The  foil  in  C  H  A  P, 
general  being  a  chalky  marl,  which  produces  a  clofe  arid  clean  ^^' 
turf,  as  fmooth  and  even  as  the  fineft.  Englifh.  hwx\,  and  in 
colour  infinitely  brighter.  Over  this  beautiful  furface  the 
pimento  fpreads  itfelf  in  various  compartments*  In  one  place,. 
we  behold  extenfive  groves ;  in  another,,  a  number  of  beautiful 
groups,  fome  of  which  crown  the  hills,  while  others  are 
(battered  down  the  declivities^  To  enliven  the  fcene,  and  add 
perfedion  to  beauty,  the  bounty  of  nature  has  copioufly  watered 
the  whole  diftrift.  No  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  that. I  have 
feen,  abounds  with  fo  many  delicious  ftreams.  Every  valley 
has  its  rivulet,  and  every  hill  its  cafcade.  In  one  point  of 
view,  where  the  rocks- overhang  the  ocean,  no  lefs  than  eight 
tranfparent  waterfalls  are  beheld  in  the  fame  moment.  Thofe 
only  who  have  been  long  at  fea,  can  judge  of  the  emotion 
which  is  felt  by  the  thirfty  voyager  at  fo  enchanting  a  pro,- 

Such  is  theforcground  of  the  piOiire.  As  the  land  rifea 
towards  the  center  of  the  ifland,  the  eye,  pafling  over  the 
beauties  that  I  have  recounted,,  is  attradted  by  a  boundlefs 
amphitheatre  of  wood^ 

Infuperable  height  of  lofcieft  (hade,. 
Cedar  J    and  branching  palm: 

An  immenfity  of  foreft;  the  outline  of  which  melts  into  the 
diftant  blue  hills,  and  thefe  again- are  loft  in  the  clouds. 

On  the  fbuthem  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  fccnery,.  as  I  have 

before 
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BOOK  before  obferved,  is  of  a  different  nature.  In  the  landfcape  we 
^^  have  treated  of,  the  prevailing  chara£teriftics  are  variety  and 
beauty :  in  that  which  remains,  the  predominant  features  are 
grandeur  and  fublimity.  When  I  firft  approached  this  fide 
of  the  ifland  by  fea,  and  beheld,  from  afar,  fuch  of  the  ftupen- 
dous  and  ibaring  ridges  of  the  blue  mountains,  as  the  clouds 
here  and  there  difclofed,  the  imagination  (forming  an  indiftinft 
but  awful  idea  of  what  was  concealed,  by  what  was  thus 
partially  difplayed)  was  filled  with  admiration  and  wonder. 
Yet  the  fenfation  which  I  felt  was  allied  rather  to  terror  than 
delight  Though  die  profpeft  before  me  was  in  the  higheft 
degree  magnificent,  it  feemed  a  fcene  of  magnificent  defolation. 
The  abrupt  precipice  and  inaccefliible  cliff,  had  more  the  afpeft 
of  a  chaos  than  a  creation ;  or  rather  feemed  to  exhibit  the 
effedls  of  fome  dreadful  convulfion,  which  had  laid  nature  ia 
ruins.  Appearances  however  improved  as  we  approached; 
for  amidfl:  ten  thoufand  bold  features,  too  hard  to  be  foftened 
by  culture,  many  a  fpot  was  foon  difcovered  where  the  hand 
of  induftry  had  awakened  life  and  fertility.  With  thefe  pleafing 
intermixtures,  the  flowing  line  of  the  lower  range  of  mountains 
(which  now  began  to  be  vifible,  crowned  with  woods  of 
majeftic  growth)  combined  to  foften  and  relieve  the  rude 
folemnity  of  the  loftier  eminences ;  till  at  length  the  favannas 
at  the  bottom  met  the  fight.  Thefe  are  vaft  plains,  clothed 
chiefly  with  extenfive  cane-fields ;  difplaying,  in  all  the  pride 
of  cultivation,  the  verdure  of  fpring  blended  with  the  exuber- 
ance of  autumn,  and  bounded  only  by  the  ocean ;  on  whofe 
/bofom  a  new  and  ever-moving  picture  fi:rikes  the  cycj  for 
innumerable  vcflfcls  are  difcovered  in  varioua  diredtions,  fome 
X  crowding 
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crowding  into,  and  others  bearing  away  from,  tlie  bays  and  CHAP, 
harbours  with  which  the  coaft  is  every  where  indented.  Such 
a  profpedl  of  human  ingenuity  and  induftry,  employed  in 
exchanging  the  fuperfluities  of  the  Old  World,  for  the  produc- 
tions of  the  New,  opens  another^  and,  I  might  add,  an  almoft 
untrodden  field,  for  contemplation  and  reflections 

Thus  the  mountains  of  the  Weft  Indies,,  if  not,  in  them>- 
felves,  objects  of  perfect  beauty,  contribute  greatly  towards 
the  beauty  of  general  nature;  and  furely  the  inhabitants 
cannot  refleft,  but  with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude  to 
divine  Providence,  on  the  variety  of  climate,  fo  conducive 
to  health,  ferenity  and  pleafure,  which  thefe  elevated  regions- 
afli)rd  them.  On  this  fubjedt  I  fpeak  from  a<5tual  experience. 
In  a  maritime  fituation,  on  the  fultry  plains  of  the  fouth  fide,, 
near  the  town  of  Kingfton,  where  I  chiefly  refided  during  the 
^ace  of  fourteen  years,  the  general  medium  of  heat  during 
the  hotteft  months  (from  June  to  November,  both  inclufive) 
was  eighty  degrees  on  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  (a).  At 
a  villa  eight  miles  difiant,  in  the  highlands  of  Liguanea,  the 
thermometer  feldom  rofe,  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  day^  above 
fcventy-five.  Here  then  was  a  diflference  of  ten  degrees  in 
eight  miles;  and  in  the  morning  and  evening  the  difference 

a 

{a)  In  the  otiicr  months,  viz..  from  December  to  May,  the  thermometer 
songes  from  70  to-  80°.  The  night  air  in  the  months  of  December  and 
January  is  fometimes  furprifingly  cool:  I  have  known  the  thermometer  fo 
low  at  fun-rife  as  69.%  even  in  the  town  of  Kingfton ;  but  in  the  hotteft 
montha,  the  difference  between  the  temperature  of  noon  day  and  midnight^ 
is  not  more  than  5  ok  6V 

m 

was 
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JR  O  O  K   was  much  greater.     At  Cold  Spring,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Wallcn, 
"•  a  very  high  fituation  fix  miles  further  in  the  country,  pofleffcd 

hy  a  gentleman  who  has  tafte  to  relifh  its  beauties  and  improve 
its  prod  u<3:  ions,  the  general  ftate  of  the  thermometer  is  from 
55  to  65"*.  It  has  been  -obferved  fo  low  as  44* ;  fo  that  a  fire 
there,  even  at  noon  day,  is  not  only  comfortable  but 
neceflary  a  great  part  of  the  year  fij.  It  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  a  fudden  tranfition  from  the  hot  atmofphere  of  the  plains, 
to  the  chill  air  of  the  higher  regions,  is  commonly  produdlivc 
of  milchievous  effefts  on  the  human  frame;  but  this ,  I  believe, 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  if  the  traveller,  as  prudence  didates,  fets 
c^ff  at  the  dawn  of  the  morning  (when  the  pores  of  the  fkin 

.(h)  Cold  Spring  is  4,700  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  foil  is  a  black 
mould  OR  a  brown  marl ;  but  few  or  none  of  the  tropical  fruits  will  flourifli  in 
fo  cold  a  climate.  Neither  the  ne (berry,  the  avocado  pear,  the  ftar  apple,  nor 
the  orange,  will  bear  within  a  confiderable  height  of  Mr.  Wallen's  garden  i  but 
many  of  the  Englifli  fruits,  as  the  apple,  the  peach,  and  the  (Irawberry,  fiourUh  there 
in  great  perfedtion,  with  feveral  other  valuable  exotics  ;  among  which  I  oUerved 
a  great  number  of  very  fine  plants  of  the  Ua-tree  and  other  oriental  produdions. 
The  ground  in  its  native  ftate  is  almoft  entirely  covered  with  different  forts  of 
the  ftrn^  of  which  Mr,  Wallen  has  reckoned  about  400  diftind  fpecies.  A 
pcrfon  vifiting  Cold  Spring  for  the  firft  time,  almoft  conceives  himfelf  tranf- 
ported  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  world  ;  the  air  and  face  of  the  country  fo  widely 
differing  from  that  of  the  regions  he  has  left.  Even  the  birds  are  all  ftrangers  to 
him.  Among  others,  peculiar  to  thefe  lofty  regions,  is  a  (pedes  of  the  fwallow, 
the  plumage  of  which  varies  in  colour  like  the  neck  of  a  drake  5  and  there 
is  a  very  fine  fong  bird  called  the  fijh-eye^  of  a  Uacki/h  brown,  with  a  white 
ring  round  the  neck.  I  vifited  this  place  in  December  1788,  the  thermometer 
Rood  at  Sf  at  fun-rife,  and  never  exceeded  64^  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  day. 
I  thought  the  climate  the  moft  delightful  that  I  had  ever  experienced.  On  the 
Blue  Mountain  peak,  which  is  7,431  feet  from  the  level  of  the  fea,  the  ther- 
mometer  was  found  to  range  from  47°  at  fun-rife  to  58^ -at  noon,  even  in 
^e  month  of  Au^uft,    See  Med.  Comment.  Eding.  1 780. 

are 
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are  in  fome  meafure  (hut)  and.  k  clothed,  ibme what  warmer 
than  ufuaL  With  thefe  precautions,  excurfions  into  the  upr 
lands  are  always  found  fafe,  falubrious,  and  delightful.  I  will  ob- 
ferve  too,  in  the  words  of  an  agreeable  writer  (c)^  that  **  on  the 
tops  of  high  mountains,  whens  the  air  is  pure  and  refined)  and 
where  there  is  not  that  immenfe  weight  of  grofa  vapours  prc£- 
fing  upon  the  body,  the  mind  ails  with,  greater  freedom,  and  all 
the  fiinftions,  both  of  foul  and  body,  are  perfor^ned  in  a  fuperior 
manner."  I  wifh  I  could  add,  with  the  fame  author,  that  "  the 
mind  at  the  fame  time  leaves:  all  low  and  vulgar  fentiments  be- 
hind it,  and  in  approaching  the  ethereal  regions,  (hakes  ofi>  its 
earthly  affedions,  and  acquires  fome  thing  of  celeftial  purity  !" 

To  thefe  inequalities  of  i\&  iUrface,  however^  it  is  owing-  that 
although,  the  foil  in  many  parts  of  this  ifland  is  deep  and  very 
fertile,  yet  the  quantity  of  rich  productive  knd,  is  but  finali,  in- 
proportion  to  the  whole.  The  generality  of  what  has  been  culti« 
vated  is  of  a  middling  quality,  and  requires  labour  and  manure 
to  make  it  yield  liberally.  la  fine,  with  every  prejudice  in  its  fii- 
vour,  if  we  compare  Jamaica  with  many  other  iflands  of  nearly 
the  fame  extent,  (Sicily,  for  inftance,  to  which  it  was  compared 
by  Columbus)  it  mud  be  pronounced  an  unfruitfiil  and  labori- 
ous country,  as  the  following  detail  will  demonflrate. 

Jamaica  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  on  a 
medium  of  three  meafurements  at  different  places,  about  forty 
miles  in  breadth.  Thefe  data^  fuppofing  the  ifland  to  have  been 
a  level  country^  would  give         -         -  3,840,000  Acres. 

But  a  great  part  confifting  of  high 
mountains,  the  fuperficies  of  which  com- 
fiiie  fiu:  more  land  than  the  baie  alone,  I 

{c)  Brydone. 

Vol.  L  B  b  conceive 
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BOOK    conodve  ft  is  a  nsoderate  eftimate  to  aUovv" 

^*  on  that  account  tV  more,  which  is         -  240,000 

The  Total  is         -        -        -  4,080,000  Acres* 

Of  thefc,  it  is  found  by  a  return  of  the  clerk  of  the  patents^ 
that  nofflorethan  1,907,589,  were,  in  November  1789,  loca- 
ted,  or  taken  up,  by  grants  from  the  crown.  Thus  it  appears 
that  upwards  of  one  half  the  lands  are  confideredas  of  no  kind 
of  value,  the  expence  of  taking  out  a  patent  being  of  no  great 
account ;  and  even  of  the  located  lands,  I  conceive  that  little 
more  than  one  million  is  at  prefent  in  cultivation. 

In  fugar  plantations,  (including  the  land  refcrved  in  woods,, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  ftaves,  timber,  and  fire- wood ;  or 
appropriated  for  common  pafttirage,  all  which  is  commonly  two 
thirds  of  each  plantation)  the  number  of  acres  may  be  ftated  at 
639,000;  it  appearing  that  the  precife  number  of  thofe  cftates, 
according  to  returns  made  upon  oath  to  March  1789,  was  710, 
and  an  allowance  of  900  acres  to  each,  on  an  average  of  the 
whole,  muft  be  deemed  fufficiently  liberaL 

« 

Of  breeding  farms  (or,  as  they  are  commonly  called  in  the 
ifland,  pens  J  the  number  is  about  400  j  to  each  of  which,  I 
would  allow  700  acres,  which  gives  280,000,  and  no  perfon 
who  has  infpedted  the  country  with  an  kiquifitive  eye,  will  allow 
to  all  the  minor  produ<^ions,  as  cotton,  coflee,  pimento  and  gin- 
ger, &c.  including  even  the  provi(ion  plantations,  more  than 
one  half  the  extent  affigned  to  the  pens.  The  refblt  of  the 
whole  is  1,059,000  acres,  leaving  upwards  of  three  million  an 
unimproved,  unprodudlive  wildernefs,  of  which  not  more  than 
«ne  fourth  part  is,  I  imagine,  fit  for  any  kind  of  profitable  culti- 

nation; 
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vation  j  great  part  of  the  injcrior  country  being  botk  impcadH-   CHAP, 
cable  and  inacceflible.  ^V 

But,  notwithftanding  that  fo  great  a  part  of  this  ifland  is 
wholly  unimprovable,  yet  (fuchis  the  powerful  influence  of  great 
heat  and  continual  moifture)  the  mountains  are  in  general  cover- 
ed with  extenfive  woods,  containing  excellent  timbers,  fome  of 
which  are  of  prodigious  growth  and  folidity;  fuch  as  the  lignum 
vit®,  dog- wood,,  iron-wood,  pigeon-wood,  green-heart,  brazilet- 
to,  and' bully-trees  j .  mod  of  which  fink  in  water,  and  are  of  a . 
compa^inefs  and  impepetrability  inconceivable  by  European 
workmen.  Some  of  thefe  are  neceflary  in  mill-work,  and 
would  be  highly  valuable  in  die  Windward  Iflands.  They  are 
even  fo,vin  fuch  parts  of  Jamaica  as,  having  been  long  cultivated, 
are  nearly,  cleared  of  contiguous  woods ;  but.  it  frequently  hap- 
pens,  in  the  interior  parts,  that  the  new  fettler  finds  the  abun«# 
dance  of  them  an  incumbrance  infi:ead  of  a  benefit,  and  having 
provided  himfelf  with  a  fuflkiency  for  immediate  ufe,  fets  fire  to  * 
the  reft,  in  order  to  cjear  his  lands ;  it  not  anfwering  the  expence 
of  conveying  them  to  the  fea-coaft  for  the  purpofe  of  fending 
them  to  a  diftant  .market.  Of  fofter  kinds,  for  boards  and  fhinr 
gles,  the  fpecies  are  innumerable ;  and  there  are  many  beautiful 
varieties  adapted  for  cabinet-work,  among  others  the  bread-nut> . 
the  wild^lemuon,  and  the  well-known,  mahogany. . 

As  the  country  is  thus  abundantly  wooded,  foj  on  the  whole, 
we  may  aflert  it  to  be  well  watered.  There  are  reckoned 
throughout  its  extent  above  one.  hundred  rivers,  which  take 
their  rife  in  the  mountains,  and  run,  commonly  with  great  rapi- 
dity, to  the  (ea,  on  both  fides  of  the  ifland.  None  of  them  are 
deep  enough  to  be.  navigated  by  marine  vefiels..  Black  River  in 
St.  Elizabeth,  flowing  chiefly  through  a  level  country,  is  the 

deepeft 
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B  (T&k:  deepefl  and  gentlcft,  and  admits  ffet-bottemcd  Baaft  aod^cMoey 
II-     ^    for  about  thirty  miles. 

Of  the  fprings,  which  every  where  abound;  eren?  in  the 
highefl  mountains,  fome  are  medlcinai;  and  are  ikid^  to  be  high-* 
ly  efficacious  in  diforders  peculiar  to  the  climate.  The  moft  re- 
markable of  thefe,  is  found  in  the  «ftern  parifh  of  St.  Thomas-, 
and  the  fame  of  it  has  created  a  village  in  its  neighbourhood, 
which  is  called  the  Bath.  The  water  flows  out  of  a  rocky 
mountain,  about  a  mile  diflanC,  and  is  too  hot  to  admit  a*  hand 
being  held  underneath:'  a  thermometer  on  Paftrenheit's  fcale^ 
being  immerfed  in  a  glafs  of  this  water,  immediately  rofe  to 
123*.  It  is  fulphureous,  and  has  been  ufcd  with  great  advan- 
tage in  that  dreadful  difeafe  of  the  climate  called  the  diy-beUy** 
ach.  There  are  other  iprings,  both  fulphureous  and  chaljHbeate, 
in  different  parts  of  the  country ;  of  which  however  the  pro* 
pertics  are  but  little  known  to  the  inhabitants  in  general. 

In  many  parts  of  Jamaica  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  me* 
tals ;  and  it  is  aflerted  by  Blome,  and  other  early  writers,  that 
the  Spanifh  inhabitants  had  mines  both  of  fiiver  and  copper :  I 
believe  the  fa6t.  But  the  induikry  of  the  preient  pafieafTors  is 
perhaps  more  profitably  exerted  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  than 
by  digging  into  its  bowels.  A  lead  mine  was  indeed,  opeoed 
fome  years  ago,  near  to  the  Hope  eflate,  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Andrew,  and  it  is  faid,  there  was  no  want  of  ore,  but  the  high 
price  of  labour,  or  other  caufes  with  which  I  am  unacquainted, 
compelled  the  proprietors  to  relinquifh  their  projeA. 

Or  the  moft  important  df  the  preient  natural  produc« 
tions,  as  fugar,  indigo,  cofiee  and  cottont  I  fhall  have 
cccaiion  to  treat  at  large,  when  the  coucfe    of  my   work 

§  fhall 
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ftitt  bring  me  to  the  £jib)e4t  of  agricxdture*  It  only  rtmun^  chap 
therefore^  atprefent,  to  fubjoia  a  few  obfervations  on  the  IV. 
v^table  clafles  of  inferior  order:  I  mean  thoic  whicht 
though  not  of  equal  commercial  importance  with  the  pieced-- 
ing  oneis,  are  equally  neceflary  to  the  comfert  and  fubfiftence 
of  the  inhabitants.  If  the  reader  is  inclined  to  botanical  re* 
fearches^  he  is  referred  to  the  voluminous  coUedions  of 
Sloane  and  Browne. 

TflTE  ioreral  fpedes  of  grain  cultivated  in  this  ifland  are^ 
I  ft.  Maizc^  or  Indian  com,  which  commonly  produces  two 
crops  in  the  year»  ao4  fometinoes  three :  it  may  be  planted  at 
any  time  when  there  is  rain,  and  it  yields  according  to  the  foil 
from  fifteen  to  forty  buihels  the  acre.  2dly«  Guiney  com,  which 
produces  but  one  crop  in  the  year  ^  it  is  planted  in  the  month 
of  Sept^ber j,  and  gath(ered  in  January  Mowing,  yielding  from 
thirty  to  fixty  buHiels  an  acre.  3dly.  Various  kinds  of  cdavan- 
ces  {%  fpecies  of  pea) ;  and  laftly  rice,  but  in  no  great  quantity, 
the  fituatioQ  proper  for  its  growth  beinj;  deemed  unhealthy,  and 
Che  labour  of  Aegrocs  commonly  employed  in  the  cultivadoa 
of  article  Jdiat  yield  ^^realter  profit 

% 

Tilfs  ifland  abounds  likewise  with  difierent  kinds  of  grafs;, 
both  native  and  extmneous,  of  excellent  quality  i  of  the  iirfl: 
is  made  exceeding  gotid  hay,  but  not  in  great  abundance ;  this 
method  6li  hufbandry  being  pcadifed  only  in  a  few  parts  of  the 
liobhtryi  and  it  is  the  lefs  neceflary  as  the  inhabitants  are 
happfly  accommodated  with  two  difierent  kinds  of  artificial 
grafs,  both  extremely  valuable;,  and  yielding  great  profufion 

VoIk  L  C  c  cf 
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of  food  for  cattle.  The  firft  is  a»  aqiK^tic  pl»nt  calkd  SnoiVgr^ 
which  though  genei^Uy  fiippo^  to  be  in  exotic,;  t  faai^a  teofbh 
to  think  grows  ipontaneoufly  in  moft  of  the  fwamps  ap^ 
morafles  of  the  Weft-lndiee.  It  ri&a  to  §ve  or  Gx  feet  ia 
height,  with  long  fucculent  joints^  aiid  is  pf  very  quick  vegcw 
tation.  From  a  fingle  acre  of  this  plant,  five  hoir&s^  'may  be 
maintained  a  whole  year,  allowing  fifi^-fix  pounds  of  graft 
a-day  to  each. 

The  other  kind,  called  Guiney--gntjfs,  may  be  confideitd  as 
next  to  the  fugar-cane,  in  point  of  importance*^  as  moil:  of  the 
grazing  and  breeding  farms  or  pens  ^roughopt  the  ifland 
were  originally  created,  and  are  fttU  fupperted,  chja%  by  meao^ 
of  this  invaluable  herbage.  Hence  the  plenty  of  horned  cattle 
both  for  the  butcher  and  planter;  which  is  foch  that  few 
markets  in  Europe  furnifh  beef  at  a  cheapei  rate,  or  of 
better  quality,  than  thofe  of  Jamaica.  Perhaps  the  ^tle*^ 
ment  of  mofl  of  the  north-£de  pariihes  is  whollh|r  owiiig  to 
the  introdttdion  of  this  excellent  grafs,  whi^h  happened 
by  accident  about  £fty  ytzrs  ago;  the  t^ds  having  been, 
brought  from  the  coaft  of  Guin^  as  food  for  fome  birds  which 
were  prefented  to  Mr.  Ellis^  chief-juflice  of  the  ifland.  Fortiw 
nately  the  birds  did  not  live  to  confume  the  whole  flock,  and 
the  remainder  being  carekfsly  thrown  mto-  a  fence>  giiew  and 
fiouriihed,  and  it  was  not  long  before  d^  eagernefs  displayed 
by  the  cattle  to  reach  the  grafs,  attracted  Mr.  Elli^^s  notice^ 
and  induced  him  to  collect  and  pfopagate  Ae  feeds;  whioh 
now  thrive  in  fome  of  the  mofl  rocky  parts  of  the  jfiand; 

•f*  beftowing 
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hdRoVrmg  ^(rdore  iind  fbrtilit^f  on  Ituads  ^rhlch  otherWife  would  c  H  A  P 
not  be  Worth  cultivation,  :  IV. 

'  Tike  fisrecal  kinds  of  kitcheh-garden .  pro4uc^i.  as  edible 
roots,  and  pulfi;,  \4rhkh  sre  kilown  in  £urope>  thrive  ziio  in  the 
mouittaiiis  6f  this  £Aand ;  and  tht  markets  of  Kingfton  fln4 
Spftnidx^-Town  are  fupplied  ^ith  cabbages^  lettuce^  alftpts> 
turnips^  parihi|[»s^  tartichbkffsV  kidney ^beaA^f  green-peas,  afpa* 
ragilsand  vaoous  ibfti  of  European  herbs,  ah  the  utmoft  abun« 
^axKe«  Sdhe  6f  theiiii  (as  the  three  firft)  are  I  think  of  fupe- 
rioc  flavour  to  the  ftme'  kinds  produced  in  EngUnd.  To  my 
bwn  taftc  hotirever,  icveral  of  the  native  growths,  efpecially 
^  chocho/  o<;hra>  Linta-^bean,  and  Indian^kale,  are  tnore 
agreeable  than  any  of  the  efculent  vegetables  of  Europe,  The 
Other  indigdnons  prbduAions  of  ibis  clafs  are  plantains^ 
bananas,  jrams  of  feveral  varieties,  calaloe  (a  fpecies  of  fpin<^ 
oage)  eddoes,  caflavi,  and  fyfcct  potat6es.  A  mixture  of  theie^ 
ftewed  with  falted  iifh  or  failed  nleat  of  any  kind,  and  highly 
feafoned  with  Cayenne-pepper,  is  a  finrorite  olio  among  the 
negroes.  For  bread,  an  unripe  roafted  plantain  is  an  excellent 
filbftitute,  and  uniVerfally  preferred  to  it  by  the  negroes  and 
moft  of  the  native  whites.  It  may  in  truth  be  called  the  flaiF 
of  life  to  the  former ; '  many  thoufand  acres  being  cultivate^ 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  for  their  daily  fupport  {'ej. 

(i)  This  fruit,  though  introduced  into  Hiipaniola  at  a  very  early  period,  W9S 
not  originally  a  native  of  the  Weft  Indies :  it  viras  carr'ied  thither  from  the 
Canary  iflands  by  Thomas  de  Berlanga,  a  friar,  in  the  jmr  Iji6.  The  banana 
it  a  i(pocic;5  of  the  (ame  fruit» 

C  c  a  Or 
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Of  the  more  elegant  fruits,  the  variety  is  equalled  only  by 
their  excellence.  Perhaps  no  country  on  earth  a^rds  io 
magnificent  a  defert ;  and  I  conceive  that  the  following  were 
ipontaneoufly  beftowed  on  the  ifland  by  the  bounty  of  na« 
tare; — the  annana  or  pine-apple,  tamairind,  papaw,  guava, 
fweet-fop  of  two  fpecie^  cafhew-apple,  cuftard-apple  (a  fpedts 
<j[  chkimoyz  f/J  )  coco-nut,  ftar-apple>  grenadtlla,  avocado*^ 
pear,  hog-plum  and  its  varieties,  pindal-niit,  nefbury,  maminee, 
manunee-fapota,  Spanilh-gooiberry,  prickly^pear,  and  perhaps 
a  few  others^  For  the-«range,  civil  and  china,  the  lemon,  lime, 
fhaddock  and  its  nufnerous  fpecies,  the>*vine,  melon,  fig  and 
pomegranate,  the  Weft  Indian  iflands  wece  probably  indebted 
to  their  Spaniih  invaders^.  £xcepcing '  the  flrawberry'anda 
few  of  the  growths  of  European  orchards  (which  howevei; 
attain  to  no  great  perfedion  unlefs  in  the  higheft  mountains) 
the  rofe-apple,  genip,  and  fome  others  of  no  great  value,  I 
do  not  believe  that  EngHih  induftry  had  added  much  to  the 
catalogue,  until  within  the  hfi;  twenty  years;  About  the  year 
1773a  botanic  garden  was  eftabliihed  under  tHe  fan^ion  of 
the  Affcmbly,  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  17^  that  it  could 
juftly  boaft  of  many  valuabk  exotics.  At  that  period,  the 
fortune  of  war  having  thrown  into  the  pofiefiioa  of  Lord 
l^odney  a  French  fhip  bound  from,  the  ifland  of  Bourbon  to 
Cape  Fran9ois  in  St*  Domingo,  which  was  found  to  have  on 
board  fome  plants  of  the  genuine  cinnamon,  the  mango  and 

other  oriental  prodtacStions,  his   lord/hip,,  from  that  generous 

» 

(f)  This  fruit  is  theifeoaft  of  South  America,  and  ft  reckocted  by  UBl»  one 
€if  the  fined  in  the  world.     I  have  been  informed  that  feveral  plants  of*  it  are 
ftouriihing  in  Mi.  Eaft's  princeljL  garden,  at  the  foot  of  the  Liguanea  roounuina. 

partiality 
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partiality  which  he  always  manifefled  for  Jamaica  and  its  c  H  A  P» 
inhabitants,  prefented  the  plants  to  his  favourite  ifland : — thus  IV. 
noblyroraamentiiig  and  enridung  the  country  his  valoar  had 
protected  from  conqueft.  Happily,  the  prefent  was  not  ill 
beftowed :  the  cinnamon  may  now  be  (aid  to  be  naturalized  to^ 
the  counjty.  -  Several  peribiis  are  eftablifliing  plamations  of 
it,  and  one  gentleman  has  fet  out  fifty  thoufand  plants.  The 
mango  is  become  almoft  as  common  as  the  orange ;  but  for 
want^of  attention  runs  into  a  thoufai^4  feminal  rarierties:    Some 

_  •  *       ^       ■ 

of  themf  to  my  tafte>  are  perfectly  delicious^ 

](  SHALL  conclude  this .chaptei;,  wit;h  an  authentic  catalogue, 
of  the  foreign  plants  in  the  public  botanical  garden  of  this 
ifland ;  lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  tliat  I  am  not  able  to  gra* 
tify  the  reader  with  a  more  copious  and  extenfive  difplay,  fronx 
the- magnificent  orchard  of  my  late  friend  Hintpji  Eail» 
Efquirc,  who  had  promifed  to  favour  me  with  an  Hortus 
'Eajienfisr  to  be  prepared  under,  his  own  immediate  infpedion 
4)urpo(ely  for  this,  work ; — ^but  much  greater  room  have  I  to 
lament  the  caufe.of  my  difappointment,  and  mourn  over  the 
feverity  of  that  &te  which  fuddenly  fnatched  a  mofl  amiable 
.and  excellent  citizen  from  his  friends  and  the  public,  and  hur-i^ 
lied  rhigi  to  an  untinfiely  grave.. — Such  is  the  vanity  of  hope^ 
and  the  uncertainty  of  life  !  (g) 

(g)  Mr.  Eall  died  in  A'pril  1 792.   His  botanical  gar^pn,  at  the  foot  of  the  Li- 

guanea  mountains,  in  St.  Andrew's  pariOi,  is  perhaps'  the  moft.  magnificent 

cftablifhment  of  the  kind  in*  the  world.     A  catalogue  of  its  contents  1  Have  the 

'pl^furc  tahear  fs  preparing  for  the  pre^by  Dodor  Broughton, a  very  eininent 

and  learned  pbjfichm  and  botanift,  now  Jieilding  in  Jamaica. 
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Botanical  Garden  of   JAMAICA^    1792. 
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UNDER    THE     DIRECTION    OP 

THOMAS  DANCER>  M.D.  Island  Bptanist. 


Oriental,  African,  and  South-Sea  Trees,  Shrubs,  ^c. 


haurus^ 


Cinnamomum. 


Mangjfera.         .  tthdica. 
Artpcarpus.  Macrocarpont 


jyASSE  Corofkk^  or 
true  Ceylon  Cinnar 
m6n.  The  fpecimens  of 
Jamaica  Cinnzmon  fent 
to  Great  Britain  have 
been  deemed  equal,  tf 
not  fuperior,  to  the  beft 
Ceylon  Cinnamon. 

Mango- Tree,  feveral  va- 
rieties. 

'yaack^  a  ipecies  of  the 
Bread  Fruit  j  vide  Dif- 

fertation 


iai 


Prndanm 

Spondias 

Quihndma 


Mmojk 
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Momga 


Ldiitk 


fcrtation  of  Thwrnbcrg,  CHAP* 

for  the  various  ufes  of        'V* 

the   Jaack    and    Bread 

Fruit, 
A    fuppofed    fpecies    of 

Mangofteen. 
Chmefc  Hemp  Palm* 
Otaheite  Plumb. 
Moringa^    root    ufed    for 

horfe-radifh ;   faid,  but 

errcmeoufly,  to  \^  the 

Lignum  Nepbriticum  of 

the  fhops. 
Bois  Noir,  Oriental  Ebony. 


N.  B.  The  foregoing  Ptants  were  taken  in  a  French  Prize,  bound  from  the 
Ife.cf  Bwdxm  to  St.  Domingo,  and  prelented  to  the  Botanical  Gardea 
by  Lord  Rodney;  which  donation  is  commemorated  by  the  following  infcrip« 
von  on  an  obcUik  in  the  BotanicaL  Garden^  ere£tedfor  that  purpofe : 

PeriBuftri  Vira 
Rodney 

;  .  Qui 

Patriasi  Virtute  ejus  confervatsdii 

Omare  atq.  ditarc 

cxoptans 

Cinnamomum 

Plurefq^  Stirpes  Orientakf 

-    Quae  hie  vigeni 

Largiebatur 

A*  D«    1782. 
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Cycas 


CircinaBs 


(I)  Croton?        Sehifnwn 


Mimoja 


Monu 


EdulU  La-tju  or  Lee^cbee^  Chi* 

nefe  Plumb.  Introduced 
by  Dr.  Clark.  Vid€ 
Du  Halde. 
Sagoe.  Introduced  {>y  Dr. 
Clark,  For  an  account 
of  the  cultivation  and 
preparation  of  the  Sa-> 
goc,  vidi  Foftcft'8  Voy- 
age to  New  Guiney. 
Tallow  Tree.  Firft  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Pin- 
nock.  Introduced  into 
the  Garden  by  Dr. 
Clark. 
Gum  Arabic,  produces  line 
gum.  Introduced  by 
Dr.  Clark. 

Another  fpecies,  faid  to  produce  Gum  Ara- 
bic. Introduced  by  Mr. 
Baft. 

Papyrjfera  Paper  Mulberry.     Intro- 

duced by  Dr.  Clark. 
Vide  Cook's  Voyages, 
for  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  paper 
and  cloth  are  made  from 
'      "    the  bark  of  this  tree. 


Nihtica  t 


(b)  du  ChUtf. 


7buja 


Thuja 


Dracana 


Hedyfarum 


I'baa 


Oka 


Wampee 


Ginkgo 


Metrqfidera 
Vol.  I. 
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Occidentalis 


:»ai 


Ferrea 


Gyrans 


Viridis 


Fragrans 


Philadelphus         Aromaticiis  ? 


Oriental  j4r6or  Vita,    In-   CHAP. 
troduced  by  Dn  Clark. .        IV. 
Fifft  introduced  into  the 
country  by  Mr.  Wailen, 
Dragon  Tree.   Introduced 

by  Dr.  Clark. 
Moving  Plant.  Introduced 

by  Dr.  Clark- 
Tea.   Firft  introduced  into 
the  country  by  Mr.  Ba- 
ker, feveral  years  ago. 
Chinefe  Olive,  with  the 
flov^rers  of  which  it  is 
faid  the   beft  teas   are 
fcented.    Introduced  by 
Mr.  Eaft. 
An  unknown  Genus  oF  Fruit  from  China. 

Sent    to     Dr.    Dancer 
by   Sir  Jofeph   Banks, 
1790. 
Maidenhair  Tree.     A  tree 
from  Japan,  producing' 
an  excellent  nut.     See 
an    account    of   it    in 
Koempfer.     Introduced 
by  Dr.  Dancer,  1792, 
Tea  of  the  Circumnavi* 
gators.     Introduced  by 
Mr.  Eaft. 
Botany-Bay   Spice   Tree. 
D  d  Introduced 


Biloba 
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II. 


Loius 


Mimofa 


.  Bankfia 


-Kmm^eria 


^urcuoM 


I^r 


Amomam^ 


■■•««iM*MA** 


Similis 


Heterophylla 


Sinuata 


Gidanga 


Longa 
Ntgrnm 


Gr.  Faradiji 


Cardamomum 


Introduced  by  Dr.  Dan-* 

cer,  1792. 
Botany- Bay  Plant.     Seeds 

fent  to  Dr,  Dancer  by 
.  Mr.  Lee» 
Another       Botany  -  Bay 

Plant.     Seeds  &nt  by 

Mr.  Lee^ 
AnpCher       Botany  -  Bay 

Plant.     Introduced    by 

Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 
Qulmgal.  Medicinal  Root*. 

Introduced      by      Dr^ 

Clark. 
Turmeric.    Introduced  by 

Mr.  Pinnock. 
Sumstea    Black    Peppee*. 

Sent  by  Dr.  Anderfba 

from  the  Royal  Gardea 

at    St.   Vincent's,    and 

•^jTcfcnted  by  Mr^  Hyl*- 

ton. 
Grains  of  Paradife,  or  Gui- 

ney  Pepper.  Introduced 

by  Mr.  Hibbert,  from 

Africa.. 
Cardamom   Seeds  of  thp 

Shops.     Introduced  by 

Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 
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Ohdadaniia 


Bajella 


TJmtellata 


Rubra 


(i)  Citrus 


Mandarina 


Cola  (gen.  nov.)  Africana 


jAka  (gen.  nav.J  Africana 


Adanfonia 


Dtgitata 


Pbanisc 


DaStylifera 


Elais 


Guinienjis 


Mfcbynomene         Grandiflora 


Sejban 


Cbe.  A  valuable  dy^from   C  H  A  ft 

the  Eaft  Indies.  1^* 

Another  Eaft  India  dye. 

Seeds   brought    out   by 

Lord  Effingham. 
Mandarine  Orange.     In-* 

troduced  by  Mr.  Eaft. 
An  African  Fruit,  intro* 

duced  by  the   Negroes 

before     Sloane's     time, 

called  Bichey  or  BefTai. 
Another     African    Fruit, 

introduced  by  the  Ne- 
'groes. 
Baobab.     ^Ethiopian  Sour 

Gourd,     or      Monkey 

Bread     Fruit.      Intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Eaft. 
Date.  Probably  introduced 

by  perfons  of  the  Jew- 

ifh  Nation. 
Palm  Oil.     Likewifc  in- 

.  troduced  by  the  Jews*. 
Choifeul  Pea.    Introduced 

by  Mr.  Kemep. 

Seft)an.      Introduced     by 
Dr.  Clark. 


(i)  Citrus  non  eft. 


Dd  2 


Camellia 
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Gardenia 


Hibifcus 


Monjonia 

Rofa 

Limodorum 
Scbinus 


Bauhinia 


Caffia 


Crotallaria 


Japonica 


Florida 


Rofa  Sinen/is 

Mutabilis 
Populneus 

Syriacus 


Speciofa 

Alba  Indie  a 

Chinenfe 
Molle 


AbylJinica 
Repanda 


Japan  Rofe.     IntroducecT 

by  Mr.  Wallen. 
'  Introduced   firft   by   Mr- 

Wallen,  afterwards  by 

Dr.  Clark. 
Chinefe  Rofe.  Introduced 

by  Mr.  Pinnock. 
Changeable  Rofe. 
Eaft  India  Mahoe.   Intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Eaft. 
Syrian    Hibifcus.      Intro- 

duced  by  Dr.  Dancer,. 

1792. 
Introduced  by  Dr.  Dancer, 

1792. 
Eaft  India  White   Rofe. 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Eaft» 
Introduced  by  Mr.  Eaft. 
Soft  India  Maftich.     In* 

troduced  by  Mr.  Eaft^ 
Seeds  brought  out  by  Lord 

Effingham. 
From  St.  Vincent's  Gar^ 

den.  ^. 

Crotall.      Introduced  by 

Dr.  Clark. 
Chinefe    Hemp*      Seeds 

brought  out   by   Lord 

Effingham. 

European 
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European  and  Nof th  American  Trees,  Shrubs,         ^\J^  ^' 

*  V  • 


C. 


c. 


^ercus 


Fagus 


Flatanus 


Acer 


Mfculus 


yuglans 


Robur 


Cerris 


Cqftanea 


Tumila 

Orientcdis 

Hijpanic. 

Pfeudoplatan. 

Monfpeliens. 

Saccbarina 

Hippocajlan 


Pavia 


Regia 


Alba 


Englifli  Oak.  Introduced 
by  Mr.  Wallcn. 

Turkey  Oak.  Dr.  Dan- 
cer,  1792. 

Chefnut.  Firil  introduced 
by  Mr.  Wallen,  feveral 
years  ago;  by  Dr, Dan- 
cer, 1792, 

Chinquapin  Chefnut;  by 
Dr,  Dancer,  1792. 

Oriental  Plane.  Dr.  Dan- 
cer, 1792. 

Spanilh  Plane.  Dr.  Dan- 
cer, 1792. 

Sycamore  Maple. 

Montpeli^r  Maple. 

Sugar  Maple.  Introduced 
by  Mr.  Wallen. 

Horfc    Chefnut.      Intro- 
duced by   Dr.  Dancer, 
1792. 
Dwarf  Horfe  Chefnut.  In- 
troduced by  Mr. Wallen. 

Walnut.  Introduced  by 
Mr.  Wallen. 

Hiccory.    By  the  fame. 

Ccrjlus 


2o6 


HISTORY      OF      THE 


BOOK    Corylus 
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Oka 


Pyrus 


Mefpilus 


Morus 


Rubus 


Fragaria 
Piftacbia 


Prunus 


Perfica 

Commun^ 
Europan 

Mahis 


Cydonia 


Germanica 


Nigrt 


Alba 


Idaus 


Sylvattcus 


Mabaleb 


Hazle  Nut, 

Peach  Tree,  Introduced 
by  Mr,  Wallen. 

Almond.     By  the  fame* 

Olive.  Introduced  by  Mr. 
Wallen. 

Apple,  feveral  kinds.  In- 
troduced by  various  per- 
ibns. 

Quince.  Introduced  long 
ago  by  various  perfons. 

Medlar.  Introduced  by 
Mr.  Wallen. 

Mulbeny%  Introduced  long 

ago. 
White   Mulberry.      Pre- 

fented  by  Mr.  Loofely. 
Rafpberry.        Introduced 

by     Mr.     Baker^    and 

others. 
Blackberry,  two    fpecies. 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Wal- 
len. 
Strawberry,  feveral  kinds. 

Mr.  Wallen,  and  others. 
Piftacia  Nut.     Introduced 

by  Mr.  Eaft. 
Bird  Cherry.     Introduced 

by  Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Padus 


Fraxinus 


Sambucui 


Laurtis 


Calycanthus 


Ceratonia 


Liquidamh 
Sopbora 

« 

Populus 
Ciflut 


Rhus 


Xmenin 
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l^adus 

By  Dr.  Dancer. 

Ornus 

Manna  Afti.     Introduced 

by  Dr,  Clark- 

Ebulus 

Dwarf    Elder.       By    the 

fame. 

Nfger 

Common   Elder.     Intro- 

duced by  Mr.  Wallen. 

Saffafras 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Wal- 

len. 

Benzoin 

Gum  Benjamin ;  by   Dr» 

Dancer,  1792. 

Floridus 

Carolina  AUfpice.    Intro- 

t 

duced  by  Mr.  Eaft. 

Si/rqua 

Carob,  or  St.  John's  Bread. 

By  the  fame. 

Styracifiua 

Storax,     By  Dr.  Dancer^. 

1792. 

Virginica 

Seeds  fent  to  Dr.  Dancer^ 

by  Mr.  Lee. 

Tacamahaca 

Introduced  by  Dr.  Dancer, 

1792. 

Labdanif^ 

Gum    Ciftus..      By    Dr.. 

Dancer,  1792. 

'   Cotinus 

Venus'^  Sumach.     By  Dr.. 

Dancer,  1792. 

Radicans 

Poifon  Oak.     Ditto. 

Vernix 

Varnifli.     Ditto. 

Sumach 

Sumach.     Introduced  by 

Mr.  Eaft.  . 

Aculeat 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Eaft. 

3.                            Mj/rica: 
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Magnolia 


Uriodendrum 


Cbtonanthus 


Nxfa 


Cercis 


Vihurnum 


'Spiraa 


Arbutus 


Pbiladelpbus 

Rufcus 
Lygeum 


Cerifera 
Grandiflora 


Glauca 
T^ulipifera 

Virginica 

r  * 

Tupelo 


Siliquaft. 

Ttnus 

Opulus 


Vnedo 


Andracbnt 


Alexandrin. 
Spartium 


Gahdle-bcrry  Myrtle,  In- 
troduced by  Mr,  Eaft, 

Laurel-leaved  Tulip.  In- 
troduced by  Mr,  Wai- 
len^  and  Dn  Clark. 

By  Mr.  Wallen. 

Tulip  Tree.  Introduced 
by  ]\f  r.  Barrett. 

Fringe  Tree  from  North 
America.  Introduced 
by  Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Tupelo  Tree  from  North 
America.  Introduced 
by  Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Judas  Tree*  Dr.  Dan- 
cer, 1792. 

Viburnum.  Dr.  Dancer, 
1792. 

Carolina  Gelder  Rofe. 
Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Arbutus,    or     Strawberry 

Tree.        Dr.    Dancer, 
1792. 

Mock  Orange.  By  Mr. 
Wallen. 

Butchers  Broom. 

The  poor  in  Spain  manu* 
fafture  coats  with  the 
materials  of  this  plant, 

which 
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Spartium 


Kalmia 


^ercus 


SaJix 


Lonicera 


Syringa 


Myrtus 
Jafminum 


JR^ 


Vol.  I. 


Scoparium 

JLatifolia 

Anguftifolia 
Suber 

Coccifera 

Babylon.  . 
Tartarica 

m 

Americana 


Tradefcantia  Firgmica 


Vulgaris. 
Perjica 


Officinale 

Odorat.  7 
Azoricum  3 
JE^Jenteria 


which  refift  wet,  and  c  H  A  P, 
hardly  ever   wear  out.        iv. 
Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Common    Broom.      Pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Wallen.  ^ 
Dr.  Dancer. 

Prefented  by  Mr.  Wallen. 
Cork  Tree.      Introduced 
by  Mr.  Eaft. 

Kenjies  Oak.       By    Dr, 

Dancer,  1792* 

Weeping    Willow.       By 
Mr.  Eaft. 

Honey  Suckle.  Mr.  Wal- 
len. 

Upright  American  ditto. 
By  Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Virginia  Spiderwort.     By. 
Dr.  Dancer,  1792. 

Lilac.     By  Mr.  Eaft,  and 
Mr.  Wallen. 

Perfian  ditto*       By   Dr. 

Dancer,  1792. 
Myrtle,  feveral  fpecies* 
Jafinine. 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Eaft. 

Sweet    Briar.       By    Mr. 
Wallen. 
E  e  Alba 


SfO 
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Alba  mofcbat. 

White  MofchRofc.    By 

• 

Mr.Wallen. 

Cinnamom^ 

Cinnamon  ditto.  By  the 
iknfie. 

Mufcofa 

Mofs Provence.  Dn  Dan- 
cer, 1792. 

Hypericum^ 

Balearic.. 

St.  John's  Wort.  By  Mr. 
WaHen. 

Monogyn. 

By  Mr.  Eaft. 

PforaleA 

two  •  fpccies,. 

By  Major  Greene. 

Colutea 

Frutefcens  ? 

By  the  fame* 

Cuprejfus 

Simpervirens 

Cyprefs. 

Pinus 

Cedrus 

Gedar  of  Lebanon*  By 
Mr.  Eaft. 

Tada 

Frankincenfe.  By  Dr.. 
Dancer,  1792. 

Halapen/is 

Aleppo  Pine.  By  Dn. 
Dancer,  179Z. 

» 

Balfamea: 

Canadian  Balfam.  By  Dr.. 
Dancer,  1792* 

South.  AiTKricanr  and  Exotic  Weft'  Indian  Plants^ 


Smilax 

Sarfa 

Sarfapariila.  Intfoducedi 
by   Zach.   Bayly,  Efq. 

. 

in  1763. 

Annona 

Cheremoja 

Peruvian  Sweet  Sop. 

^ajfia 

Amara 

Quaffia  Bark,  Medicinal.. 
Sent  from  St.  Vincent's 
Garden.  Prefented  by 
Mr.  Thame. 

Epidendrum 
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(k)  Epidendrum    Vanella 
Cajfine.  Paragua 


CaSius 


Tucca 


««. 


Arunck 


Coccinelifer 


^radefcantia  Dif color 


efolta 


Fikmentofa 
Bambu 


Vanelloc,  C  H  A  F. 

Paragua     Herb.      Intro-  IV. 

duced  by  Mr.  Wallen. 

Cochineal  Opuntia,  or 
NopaL 

Honduras  Spiderwort.  In- 
troduced by  Mr.  Shake- 
fpear,  1778. 

Adams's  Needle^  or  Dag- 
ger Plant.  Brought  by 
the  Rer.  Dr.  Lkidfay. 
from  EdciKidoes,  2772. 

tatroAiced  !^  Dr.  E)an- 

ccr,  1792, 
Bamboo  Caae.  Introdu^ced 
by  Mr.  Walleo* 


(t)  Tbfe,  I  am  informed^  is  found  ia  many  of  the  mountains  of  Jamaica, 
amoff  (poRtmooufly. 


Ee  2 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.     V. 

Topographical  defcription. — Towns^  villages^  and  part/hes.--^ 
Churches,  churcb-livings,  and  vejiries. — Governor  or  Con^ 
mander  in  chief.-'^ovrts  of  judicature. — Public  affices.^-^ 
Legijlafure  and  laws. — Revenues.'-^Taxes. — Coins,  and  rate 
§f  exchange. — Militia. — Number  of  inhabitants  of  all  con-- 
ditions  and  complexions — Trade,  /hipping,  exports  and  im^ 
ports. — Report  (f  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  1734.— Pr^^/  Jlate 
rf  the  trade  with  Spanijb  America. — Origin  and  policy  of 
the  a£l  for  ejiablijhing  free  ports. — Di/play  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  ijland  in  cultivation$  by  comparative  ftatements  of 
its  inhabitants  and  produSs  at  different  periods^ — Appendix^ 


JAMAICA  is  divided  into  three  counties; — Middlefex-^. 
Surry,  and  CornwalL  The  county  of  Middlefex  is  compoied 
of  eight  parifhes^one  town,,  and  diirteea  villages.  The  town  is 
that  of  St^  Jago^de^a^Vega  or  SpaniJh^Tonvn^  the  capital  o£ 
the  iHand.  Moft  of  the  villages  of  this  and  the  other  counties^ 
are  hamlets  of  no  great  account,,  fituated  at  the  difiecent  har^ 
hours  and  ihippmg-places„  and  £ipported  by  the  traffic  car- 
ried on  there.  St.  yago-de^la-Vega  is  fituated. on  the  banks  of^ 
the  river  Cobre,^  about  fix  miles  from  the  fca,  and  contains  be— 

tween* 
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twcen  five  and  fix  hundred  houfes,  and  about  five  thoufand  ia-  e  Ef  A  P. 
habitants,  including  free  people  of  colour.     It  is  the  refidence         V. 
of  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief,  who  is  accommodated 
with  a  fuperb  palace ;  and  it  is  here,  that  the  legiflature  is  con-* 
venedi  and  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,,  are  held*. 

The  county  of  Surry  contains  feven  parifhes,  two  towns,  and 
eight  villages.  The  towns  are  thofe  of  Kingfton  and  Port- 
Royal:  the  former  of  which  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of 
a  beautiful  harbour^  and  was  founded  in  1693,  when  re- 
peated defolations  by  earthquake  dnd  fire  had  driven  the  inha- 
bitants from  Port- Royal.  It  contains  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixty.-five  houfes,  befides  negro- huts  and  warehoufes.  The 
number  of  white  inhabitants  in  the  year  1788  was  fix  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-nine :  of  free  people  of  colour  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty:  of  fliaves  fixteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-nine ;— total  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all 
complexions  and  conditions,  twenty-fix:  thoufand  foiir  hundred* 
and  fcventy-eight.  It  is  a  place  of  great  trade  and  opulence* 
Many  of  the  houfes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  are  extremely 
magnificent  >  and  the  markets  for  butchers'  meat,  turtle,  fifh,.. 
poultry,  fruits  and  vegetables,  &x.  are  inferior  to  none.  I* 
can  add  too,  from  the  information  of  a  learned  and  ingenious  > 
friend)  who  kept  comparative  regiflers  of  mortality,  that  fince 
die  furrounding  country  is  become  cleared  of  wood  this  town  is 
found  to  be  as  healthful  as  any  in  Europe.. 


PoTiT-RoYAL,once  aplace  of  the  greatefF  wealth  andimpor- 
tance  in  the.  Wefl  Indies,  is  now  reduced^  by  repeated  calami- 

ties>, 


/• 
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ties,  to  direc  ftreets,  a  few  lanes,  and  about  two  hundred  houfes. 
It  contains  h.owever  the  royal  payy  yvcl,  for  hea,ving  down  804 
refitting  the  king's  fhip$ ;  the  n^vy  hofjatal,  and  barracks  for 
g,  regitnen,t  of  foldiers.  The  fortificauons  are  kept  in  excellent 
order,  and  vie  in  ftrength,  as  I  am  told,  with  any  fortrefs  in  th^ 
king's  dominions. 

Cornwall  contain^  five  parishes,  three  towns,  and  fix  wl- 
lages, — The  towns  ^re  Savania^-Ia-Mar  on  tbefouth  iidc  of  the 
ifland,  and  Mon^tegp  Bay  aad  Falmouth  on  the  north.  Thq 
former  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  a  dre^ul  hurricane 
and  inundation  of  the  i^a  in  1780.  Xtis  i^ow,  partly  rebuilt, 
and  may  contain  from  fi^ty  K)  feventy  houfee* 

.  Mo N T ? go-Bay  is  a  flpurij(l>uig  apd  opulent  town. :  it  (foaiiils. 
c)f  two  hundred  and  twenty- Ave  Koufi?s,  thirty- three  of  which 
are  capital  stores  or  warehoufes,  and  contains  about  fix  hundred 
tyhite  inhabitants.  The  number  of  tpprlail  veflels.  which  cle?ir 
annually*  aC  t^iis  port  are  a^bou.1;  one  h»Ad«?ed  ^nfi  fifty,  of  which 
feyenty  are  capital  fhips. ;  but  u;i  thig  axjCQunt  sM?e  ipjQluded  part 
^f  thpfe  which,  enter  at  l^ingftoji. 

Falmouth.,  oi?  (as  it  is.  more  CQOWiaonly  called)  £/je  Painty 
is  fituated  on  the  fputh.  fide  p^  Mart,h^Bi?4e  ha^bourj^  and,  in-, 
eluding  ^e  2i^.omf\g  villages  pf  MJ^tljLa-Brap  anxJi  tjip.  |lpck,  is 
comppfed  of  t\vo  hundred  and  twenty  houfes.  Tfh?.r^id  in- 
creafe  of  tliis  town  and  neighbourhood  within  the  la/l  fixteen 
years  is  allonifhing.  In  1771,  the  three  villages  of  Martha- Brae, 
Falmouth,  ai^d  th^  R^ock,  contftir^ijdttPgetiiec  bu^  eighteen  houfes ; 
and  the.  veflsjl^  >A(lvfik  ^t^l^  *ft»uaJ3y  at  tl^  port  of  Falmouth 
X  did 
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did  not  exceed  ten.  At  prefeiit  it  Can  boift  of  upwards  oF  thirty  CHAP* 
capital  ftationed  {hips,  which  load  for  Great  Britain,  exclufive   ^      ^' 
of  Ibops  and  firtaller  craft. 

Each  parlfh  (or  precindl  cohfiftirig  of  ah  union  of  two  or 
more  parifhes)  is  governed  by  a  chief  magiftrate,  ftyled 
Cujlos  Rotulorumy  and  a  body  of  juftices  unlimited  by  law  as  to 
number,  by  whom  feflidns  of  the  peace  are  held  every  three 
months,  and  courts  of  Common  Pleas  to  try  aftions  atifing 

* 

within  the  parifh  or  precihdt,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds.  In  matters  of  debt  riot  exceeding  forty  (hil- 
lings a  fihgle  juftice  is  authorized  to  determine^ 

The  whole  twenty  parifhes  contain  eighteen  churches  and 
chapels,  and  each  parifh  is  provided  with  a  redlor,  and  other 
church  officers ;  the  redlor's  livings,  the  prefentation  to  which 
Fefts  with  the  governor  or  comrtrandef-  in  chief,  are  feverally 
as  follows,  viz.  St*  Catherine  jT.  ^oo  per  annum  5  Kingfton, 
St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft,  Clarendon,  and  Weftmoreland,  ^.  25a 
per  annum;  St.  David,  St.  George,  and  Portland,  £.  100  pfer 
annual ;  all  the  reft  £,  200  per  annum.  Thefe  fums  are  paid 
in  lieu  .of  tythes  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  feveral  parifhes 
refpedtively,  from  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  by  the  veftries^^ 
on  the  inhabitants* 

Each  parifh  builddand  repairs  a  paffdnage  houfe,  or  allows 
the  re6tor>r.  56  per  annum  in  lieu  of  one;  befides  which,, 
many  of  the  livings  have  glebe  lands  of  very  confiderable  value 
annexed  to  them,  its  the  parifh  of  St«  Andrew,  which  altogether 

is 
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B  O  O  K  ^^  valued  at  one  thoufand  pounds  flerling  per  annum  (a).  The 
IL  bifhop  of  London  is  faid  to  claim  this  ifland  as  part  of  his  diocefe, 
hut  his  jurifdidion  is  renounced  and  barred  by  the  laws  of  the 
country ;  and  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief,  as  fupreme 
head  of  the  provincial  church,  not  only  indudls  into  the  fe vera! 
r^B(aorieSj  on  the  requifite  teftimonials  being  produced  that  the 
candidate  has  been  admitted  into  prieft*s  orders  according  to 
jthe  canons  of  the  church  of  England,  but  he  is  likewife  veiled 
with  the  power  of  fufpending  a  clergyman  of  lewd  and  difor- 
Berly  life  cJ?  officio^  upon  application  from  his  parifhioners.  A 
fu^nlion  ab  officio  is  in  fadl  a  fufpenfion  a  beneficio^  no  mi- 
/lifter  being  entitled  to  his  flipend  for  any  longer  time  than  he 
ihall  adlually  officiate  \  unlcfs  prevented  by  fickncfs. 
»  • 

The  veftrics  are  compofed  of  the  cuftos,  and  two  other 
tnagiftrates;  the  redlor  and  ten  veftrymen;  the  latter  are  eledted 
annually  by  the  freeholders.  Befides  their  power  of  afleffing 
and  appropriating  taxes,  they  appoint  way- wardens,  and  allot 
labourers  for  the  repair  of  the  public  highways.  They  likewife 
.nominate  proper  perfons,  who  are  called  coUedting-conftablcs, 
for  the  colledtion  both  of  the  public  and  parochial  taxes. 

The  fupreme  court  of  judicature  for  the  whole  ifland  (com- 
imonly  called  the  Grand  Court,  as  pofleffing  fimilar  jurifdiftion 

(u)  In  the  year  1788  the  allembly  pafied  a  law  to  prohibit  the  burial  of  the 
«dead  within  the  walls  of  the  churches  \  and  a  by  this  regulation  feveral  of  the 
rcflors  were  deprived  of  a  pcrquifite,  an  augmentation  of  ;f.  50  per  annum  was 
«iade  to  moft  of  the  livings* 

in 
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in  this  cojiritry  to.  that  of  the  feveral  courts  pf  King's  Bench, 
Coimnon  Pleas,  and  Exchequer,  in  Grpat  pritain)  is  held  in 
the  tQwn  of  St.  Jago-de.rla-Vega,  the  capital  of  the  county  p£ 
Mjddlefex,  on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  each  of  the  mgnths  of 
Febr^iary^  May^  Auguft,  and  November,  in  every  year.  In  this 
court,  the  chief  juftice  of  the  ifland  prefides,  whoj(c  Salary  is  only 
£.  I  ?o,  but  the  perquifites  arifing  from  the  office  make  it  wpvtifL 
about  £.  3,000  per  annum.  The  aiJiftant  judges  are  gen^lenieQ 
of  the  ifland^  cpnunonly  planters,  who  receive  neithcjr  i^ary 
nor  reward  of  any  kind  for  their  attendance.  Thi;ee  judges  mu^ 
be  prefent  to  cpnllitute  a  .court  j  and  each  ^rm  is  limited  in 
duration  to  three  weeks.  From  this  court^  ]£  xht  cbofe  in  aStion 
be  for  a  fum  of  j^.  300  fterling,  or  upwards,  an  appeal  lies  to  the 
governor  ,and  council^  as  a  court  of  errpr;  if  fentence  of  death  be 
paiTed  for  felony,  the  appeal  is  to  the  governor  alpjie  fbh 

Assize  courts  alfb.arc  held  every  three  months,  in  Kingfton 

(b)  By  an  early  law  of  this  ifland  (pafled  in.i68i)  freeholders  of  known  reft* 
deuce  are  not  fubjeft-to  arceft  4uid  -being  .held  to  bail  in  civil  procefs.  The 
mode  of  proeee4ing  16,  to  4eliv«r  tl^  p^rty  a  famfnops  .(leaving  it  at  his  boufe 
is  deemed  good  feryice)  together  yi^ith  a  copy  of  the  declaration,  fourteen  ,dajw 
before  the  court,  whereupon  the  defendant  is  bound  to  appear,  the  very  next 
court,  or  judgment  will  pafs  by  default.  Twenty-eight  days  after  the  firft  day 
of  each  court  execution  iflfues  ;  for  which  there  is  but  one  writ,  comprehending 
i>oth  z  fieri  facias  and  a  capias  ad  fatisfaciendum\  but  as  no  general  imparlance  is 
allowed  before  judgment,  it  is  enabled  that  the  effe£h  levied  on,  fliall  remain  in 
the  Pendant's  hailds  until  (be  next  court,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  dif* 
pofing  of  them  to  die  beft- advantage ;  and  if  he  then  fails  paying  over  the  money, 
^'Vifiditioni  exponas  iflues  to  tbe  marihall,  to  fell  thofe,  or  any  other  goods,  or 
ijOJce  his  peWen*  The  modem  pradice  is  to  make  no  levy  pn  the  execution^ 
whereby  the  debtor  obtains  tbe  indulgence  of  one  term,  or  courts  after  which, 
both  his  perfon  and  goods  arc  liable  under  the  writ  of  vinditioni  exponas. 

VoL^  I.  F  f  for 
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fer  the  county  of  Surry,  and  in  Savanna-la-Mar  for  the  county 
of  Cornwall.  The  Surry  court  begins  the  laft  Tuefiiay  in 
January,  April,  July,  and  Odlober.  The  Cornwall  court  begins 
the  laft  Tuefday  in  March,  June>  September,  and  December ; 
ieach  aflize  court  is  limited  to  a  fortnight  in  duration.  Thus 
have  the  inhabitants  law-courts  every  month  of  the  year,  be- 
fides  the  courts  of  chancery,  ordinary,  admiralty,  and  the 
feveral  parifh  courts.  The  judges  of  the  affize  court  a<St 
without  falary  or  reward,  as  well  as  the  afliftant  judges  of  the 
fupreme  court,  any  one  of  whom,  if  prefent,  prefides  in  the 
affize  court.  No  appeal  from  the  latter  to  the  former  is 
allowed,  but  judgments  of  the  aflize  immediately  following  the 
fupreme  court,  are  confidered  as  of  one  and  the  fame  court, 

« 

and  have  an  equal  right  in  point  of  priority  with  thofe  ob- 
tained in  the  grand  court. 

'  The  governor  or  commander  in  chief  is  chancellor  hy  his 
office,  and  prefides  folely  in  that  high  department^  which  is 
adminiftered  with  great  form  and  iblenmity.  He  is  alfb  the 
fole  ordinary  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
adminiftration.  From  the  firft  of  thefe  offices,^  he  derives 
extenfive  authority,  and  from  the  latter  confiderable  emolu- 
ment fcj. 

As 

(c)  The  profits  and  emoluments  arifing  annually'  from  ibe  government  of 
Jamaica  may,  I  think,  be  ftated  nearly  as  foUowSi  vis. 

Salary  —  —  —    j^*  5>«>o 

Fees  la  Chancery  — •  —  —  150 

Carried  over     —     £.  S%^sp 

Fees 
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As  appendages  of  the  iupreme  court,  the  fcveral  great  C  H  A  ?• 
.offices,  viz.  the  office  of  enrollments,  or  fecretary  of  the  ifland,  V, 
provoft-marfhall-general,  clerk  of  the  court  (or  prothonotary, 
cuftos-brevium,  &c.)  are  held  and  fituated  in  Spanifh  Town. 
The  firft  is  an  office  of  record,  in  which  the  laws  pafled  by 
the  legiflature  are  preferved  ^  and  copies  of  them  entered  into 
fair  volumes.  In  this  office  all  deeds,  wiUs,  fales>  and  patents, 
muft  be  regiflered.  It  is  likewife  required  that  all  perfons  (after 
fix  weeks  refidence)  intending  to  depart  this  ifland,  do  affix  their 
names  in  this  office,  twen^-one  days  before  they  are  entitled 
to  receive  a  ticket  or  let-pafs,  to  enable  them  to  leave  the 

Brought  over    —  £.  5,150 
Fees  ofdie  Court  of  Ordinary  —  —  —      I^40O 

Share  of  Cuftom  Houfe  Seizures  •—  «^      1,000 

The  afiembly  have  purchafed  for  the  governor's  ufe,  a  &rm  of  about 
300  acres,  called  the  Government  Penn,  and  built  an  elegant  villa 
thereon.  Likewife  a  polink  or  provifion  fettlement  in  the  mountains 
(which  is  alfo  provided  with  a  comfortable  manfion-houfe)  and  ilbcked 
both  properties  with  50  negroes,  and  a  fufficiency  of  cattle,  fheep,  &c. 
From  mefe  places  (which  are  exclufive  of  the  king's  houfe  in 
Spanifh  Town)  the  governor  is,  or  ought  to  bej^  fupplied  with  hay  and 
corn,  mutton,  milk,  poultry,  and  provifions  for  his  domeftics,  creating 
a  laving  in  his  houlhold  e^cpences  of  at  leaft  —  —      T,oop 

Total  in  currency    •— jT.  8,550 

Being  equal  to  £.  6,  lOO  fterling ;  and  this  is  altogether  exclufive  of  fees 
received  by  his  private  fecretary  for  militia  commifSons,  &c.  Sec.  &c.  whUb 
An  tMi  eqfily  afariained.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  money  has  fometimes  been 
made  by  the  fale  of  church  livings  \  and  vaft  fums  were  formerly  raifed  by 
efcheats* 

N.  B.  A  governor  of  Jamaica  may  live  very  honourably  for  ^.  jjooo  fterlmg 
per  annum. 

F  f  a  countxy. 
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BOOS  <i6ahtrj.  In  order  to  Enforce  this  rdguldtidfi)«  ttiafter»  of  vef« 
^  fels  are  obli^d>  at  thfc  timfe  df  tnlfy,  to  give  itcutlty  in  the 
fum  oF  £•  I  >o^^  <^^  ^^  carry  oft*  the  iflai^  any  peribn  widi- 
out  fuch  ticket  or  tei-paft.  Trufttes,  attondos  and  guardians 
of  orphans^  at«  Required  td  Record  annually  in  \his  office  ac- 
counts of  th^  produce  of  eiftates  in  their  charge;  and^  by  a 
4ate  atft^  tariortgageed  in  pofie^«on  are  obliged  to  regifter  not 
only  accounts  of  the  cii^  6f  eadi  y^ir,  b«t  alfo  annual  ac*- 
fcounts  tuitent  <>f  their  receipts  and  payifients.  Tranfcripts  <£ 
deeds,  &c.  froto  *he  office,  ptopfcrly  cettiifed,  are  evidences  in 
iny  trourt  of  )aw,  and  aH  Utoit  mnft  h^  erm^led  within  three 
months  after  date,  or  they  are  declared  to  be  void  as  againft  any 
ether  deed  proved  ^nd  regiflered  within  tbe  time  limited  s  hint 
if  no  fteond  deed  is  on  record,  then  thfe  feme  iaatt  valid,  &ottgk 
rcgiftcred  after  the  three  months.  It  Is  jprfefattjed  that  the 
profits  of  this  office^  which  is  held  by  patent  from  the  crown^ 
and  exerciftd  ISy  tibputetioiiy  exceed  £.4i^<fOQ  €si^mg  ^ 
dnnum.  ^ 

The  provoft-mardiall^neral  is  an  oiSioer  oFhigli  rank  an^ 
>^N6A  authority. — The  namie  dmibtes  a  military  ongi^,  ond^ 
doubtlefs  the  office  was  ^rft  inftituted  in  this  iiland  before  the 
introdu&ion  of  civil  government^  and  continued  afterwards 
through  neceffi^.  It -is  now  held  by  patent  from  the  ccown^ 
*whitfh  is  ufually  granted  for  t*o  lives*  and  the  patentee  is 
permitted  to  adl  by  deputy,  who  is  commonly  the  hig^ft  bid- 
den The  powers  and  authorities  annexed  to  this  office  are. 
various  :  the  acting  officer  is  in  faft  high  Iheriff  of  the  whole 
iiland  during   his  continuance  in  office^  and  permitted  to^ 

nominate 
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nominate  deputies  un^r  him  for  every  parifh  or  precinO:.    Hi3  K  H  ▲  F^ 

legal  recelipts  have  been  known  to  exceed  £.  7,000  ftcrling  f^   ^ V^ 

annum,  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  fome  of  his  deputies  make 
nearly  as  much. 

The  office  of  clerk  of  the  fupreme  court  is  likewife  held 
by  patent  and  e^cercifed  by  deputation*  Evidence  was  given 
to  the  houfe  of  aflembly  fome  years  ago>  that  its  annual  value 
at  that  time  exceeded  £.  9,090  currency*  Of  late>  I  believe 
it  is  considerably  dimini(hed» 

Of  the  other  great  lucrative  offices,  the  principal  are  thofe 
of  the  regiiler  in  chancery,  receivjer  general  and  treasurer  of  the 
ifland^  naval  officer,  and  coUcdor  of  the  cuftoms  for  the  port 
of  Kingfton.  All  t;hefe  appointments^  whether  held  by  patent 
or  commiffion,  are  likewife  fuppofed  to  afford  considerable 
emolument  to  perfons  refiding  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  com- 
puted on  the  Whole,  Aat  not  lefs  than  JT.  30,000  fteding 
is  remitted  annually,  'by  the  deputies  in  office  within  the  ifland, 
to  their  principals  in  the  mother  country* 

# 

The  Icgiflaturc  of  Jamaica  is  compofed  of  the  captain- 
general  or  commander  in  diief^  of  a  council  nominated  by  the 
crown,  confining  of  twelve  gentlemen,  .and  a  houfe  of  aJlT^bly 
containing  forty-three  mejcnbers,  who  are  defted  by  the  ftcof- 
.headers,  viz.  tbreefor  the  &vecal  itowns.aad  .paridiestof  JSt- JagpK 
.jde-la^Vega,  Kbgfton,  and  Port  Royal,  and  two  -for  eaehxif  the 
other  pariihes.    The  qualification  required  in  the  eleAor,  is  a. 

§  ftedi^0l(£ 
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BOOK    freehold  of  ten  pounds  per  annum  in  the  pariOi  where  the 

eledion  is  made ;  and  in  the  rcprefentative,  a  landed  freehold  of 
three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  in  any  part  of  the  ifland,  or  a 
perfonal  eflate  of  three  thoufand  pounds*  In  the  proceedings 
of  the  general  aflembly  they  copy,  as  nearly  as  local  circum- 
ftances  will  admit,  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain;  and  all 
tlieir  bills  (thofe  of  a  private  nature  excepted)  have  the  force 
of  laws  as  foon  as  the  governor's  afTent  is  obtained.  The 
power  of  rejedlion  however  is  ftill  refer vcd  in  the  crown ; 
but  until  the  royal  difapprobatioh  is  fignified,  the  laws  are 
valid. 

Of  the  laws  thus  pafled,  the  principal  relate  chiefly  to  regu- 
lations of  local  policy,  to  which  the  law  of  England  is  not 
applicable^  as  the  flave  fyftem  for  inftance  (d) ;  on  which,  and 
other  cafes,  the  Englifh  laws  being  filent,  the  colonial  legifla- 
ture  has  made,  and  continues  to  make^  fuch  provifion  therein, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  are  fuppofed  to  require;  and  on 
ibme  occafions^  where  the  principle  of  the  Englifli  law  has 
been  adopted,  it  has  been  found  neceflfary  to  alter  and  modify  its 
proviiions^  fo  as  to  adapt  them  to  circumflances  and  iituation. 
Thus,  in  the  mode  of  fetting  out  emblements,  the  pradtice  of 

'  (d)  Thus  the  evidence  of  a  Have  is  not  admiffible  againft  a  white  perfon* 
[Again,  although  by  a  very  early  hw  of  this  ifland,  flaves  are  confidered  as  inhe- 
ritance, and  are  accordingly  fubjeA  to  the  incidents'  of  real  property  (for  as 
they  go  to  the  heir,  fo  may  the  wido\¥  have  dower  of  them,  and  the  furviving 
bu^nd  be  tenant  by  oourtefy ;  and  this  holds  equaUy  whether  flares  are  poflefled 
jn  grofs,  or  belong  to  a  plantation)  yet  in  re(pe&  of  debts,  flaves  are  confidered 
as  chattds,  and  the  executor  is  bound  U  inventory  them  like  other  cfaat- 
iels. 
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fine  and  recovery,  the  cafe  of  infolvent  ;debtdr$9  the  repair  of  C  H  A  R 
the  public  roads,  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  and  the  relief         ^' 
of  the  poor,  very  great  deviations  from  the  praftixie  of  the 
mother  country  have  been  found  indifpcnfably  requifite.. 

TiTE  revenues  of  this  ifland  may  be  divided  into  two 
branches;  the  one  perpatuulf  by  an  ad:  of  the  year  \^z%^  called 
the  revenue  law,  erf*  the  origin  of  which  I  have  already  fpoken,. 
and  of  which  the  quit-rents  conititute  a  part ;  the  other  annualy 
by  grants  of  the  legiflature.  The  revenue  law  may  caife  about 
i(^.  12,000  per  annum^  of  which  f^.  8,000  is  particularly  appro- 
priated, as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  and  the  furplus  is  appli- 
cable to  the  contingent  expences  of  government,  in  aid  of  the 
annual  funds.  The  governor  receives  jT.  2,500  per  annum  out 
of  the  ^.  8,000  fund*  A  further  falary  of  £^.  2,500  is  fettled, 
upon  him  during  his  refidence  in  the  ifland  by  a  fpecial  aft 
of  the  legislature,  pafled  the  beginning  of  his  adminiftration,  and 
is  made  payable  out  of  fome  one  of  the  annual  funds  provided! 
by  the  aflembly.  Thefe  at  this  time  may  amount  to  ^.  70,00a, 
of  which  about  ^.  40,000  is  a  provifion  for  granting,  an  addi*- 
tional  pay  to  the  o£icers  and  Ibldiers  of  his>  majefty's  forces 
Rationed  for  the  proteftion  of  the  tiland*  Every  commiflioned 
officer  being  entitled  lo  20  j.  per  week",  and  eVery  private  to  5^.: 
An  allowance  is  alfo  made  to  the  wfves  and  children  of  the  fol- 
dicrs;  which  with  theBritifh  pay  enables  them  to  live  much  more 
comfortably  than  the  king's  troops  generally  do  in  Europe- 

The  ufual  ways  and  nxeaqs  adopted  for  raifing  the  above. 
taxes  are,    firfl:,  a  duty  of  aoj.   per  head  on  all  negroes, 

imported.|; 


I 
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BOOK   imported;  feeoadif>  a  dtitf  <»a  ail  ram  and  irtber  ^urits  »taifeA 

3^; ^    aSid  confuit^  within  die  ifland  j  thirdlj,  Ac  ^ficichcy  kw : 

ah  ad  which  was  intended  origkially  to  obli^  all  ^n-opiaetord 
of  ilavcs  to  keep  xMt  wiiite  peribn  Sxr  eirfcty  thirty  blacks ;  bat 
the  penalty,  which  is  fbmetimes  £*129  at  other  times  iC*^^ 
^r  annum,  for  each  white  ^fe*  ^ficient  of  the  mttnber 
required,  is  become  fo  produ<3»te  a  fcMtrce  of  revenue,  that 
the  bHl  is  now  confidered  ds  one  of  the  annual  fopply  biUs : 
fourthly,  a  poll  tax  on  all  flayes,  aitd  ftock,  and  a  rate  on 
r^nts  and  wfaed^-caririages.  Befides  thcfe,  occafiond  ^tax  bills 
are  pafled  by  the  legiflatttre^  as  nedoffily  may  require.  I  have 
ftibjoined  in  alicte  the  eftimaite  of  the  contingent  charges -of 
cbe  government  of  this  ifland  im  the  annual  funds  ibr  l!he 
f&ar  17&8,  ^d  "of  the  wiftys  and  tmcans  &r  the  ipaymont 

Thb 

(f)  kjllmati  if  thi  nrdinary  Coit¥tiitPkftt  'CkARGEs  Jf  ihe  'Gdvirtment  if 
J^AM'AIOA  m  the  annMil  fundi  fir  the  jiar  1788,  viz. 

Govehior*s  additional  falary           -         '  -          ^  X*  2,500  — -  — 

Subfifencc  of  the  Tr»ps,  and  ftofpttil  cxpences  -41,3^0  —  — . 

Sabries  ID  Oifif^erstf  the  AlKiiifbiy,  Printing,  ^&c.  ^,3^0  «»  «« 

Clerk  of  the  Orand-Court         -            -            -  100  •—  •— 

Clerk  of  the  Crown              -               •              •  joo  -^  — 

Clerk  to  die  Coitimiffioners  of  Forts        -           »  150  — ^  — 

Surveyor  to  the  Bath             ...  260  —  — 

Pdh'Oakers^ftkid  Waiters          .            .            -  1,660  •*-  ^— 

Maroon 'Nf^ro' Parties              .            -,             ^  "ivooo  '—  — 

Superintendants  refiding  in  the  Maroon -Towns  1*300  —  — 

To  the  Engineer  and  Captain  of  different  Forts,  1,000  —  — 

Tor  the  Sup^n^rthe  Botanic*  Gairdch                -  a*o  —  — 

SJ*ifytolthcJlgcnt               •              .            «  4aQ  —  ^*-. 


Cafrriedover       -    £*S^^SO    — *    — 

To 
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The  current  coins  arc  Portugal  pieces  of  gold,  called  the  CHAP.. 
half*johanne$9  valued  in  England  at  36^,  each ;  thefe  pafs 
here,  if  of  full  weight,  at  ss^»  Spanifli  gold  coins  current 
here,  are,  doubloons  at  JT.^.  ^s.  each,  and  piftoles  at  26  s.  31/. 
Silver  coins  are  Spanifh  milled  dollars  at  6  s.  SJ.  and  fo  in 
proportion  for  the  fmallcr  parts  of  this  coin ;  the  loweft  coin 
is    called  a  ^///,    equal    to   about    5  J.  fterling,     A  guinea 

Brought  forward        -        £.  S2>25o  —    — • 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Troops  for  private  Lodgings              ')430  —    -^ 

Supplying  the  Forts  with  Water              -               -             1,089  —    i^ 

To  die  Commiffioners  of  the  Forts            ^            -            5,600  —    -— 

To  the  Kingfton  Hofpital              »            •.            *               ^00  -*»    <i»^ 
Sundry  Deoiands  on  the  Public  for  Official  Fees,  Medi- 
cal Care  and  Gaol  Fees  of  PrifbnerS|  Repairs  of  the 

Public  Buildings,  &c.  &c*          •           «            .            49359  7      $ 
Charges  of  Colleding;  viz.  Colledi«g  Conflable's  and 
Receiver   General's    Commiffions,    Reliefs,  &c.    15 

per  ceott           ^               -              -              »           9)7^3  ^    -*- 


^•75*0"     13      9' 


Ways  and  Mbans. 

Outftandihg  Debts          -         •  )C*^S>^^ 

Negro  Duty,  computed  at         -  6,000 

Rum  Duty            -          -         •  14,000 

Double  Deficiency  on  Negroes  24,000 

PonTax          .            .            •  67,000 


136,000    —    — 
Dedudfor  prompt  Payment  10  percent.  13,600  *— -    — 


122,400 


t^  The  overplus  was  applied  towards  difcfaargtng  the  Public  Debt,  which 
was  eftioiated  at  £.  180,000  currency. 

Vol.  L  G  g  pafles 
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BOOK    paffed  for  32/*  6d.    This,   however,  is  confiderabl/  more 
IL     ^    than  the  ufual  rate  of  exchange^  by  which  £,^1^00  lierling: 
gives  £.  14Q  currency. 

From-  the  fituation  of  this  ifland  amklfl  potent  and  enviou$^ 
rivals,    and   the  vaft.  difproportion   between   the   number  oT 
whifee  inhabitants  and  the  flaves,  it  n(lay  be  fuppoied  that  the: 
maintenance  of  a  powerful  and  well-difciplincd  militia  is  among 
the  fir/l  objedts  of  the  policy  of  the  legiflature ;  and  accordingly 
all  perfons  from  fifteen  to  fixty  years  of  age  are  obliged  by  law. 
to  enlift  themfelves  either  in  the  horfe  or  foot,,  and  to  provide 
at  their  dwn  expence  the  neceffary  accoutrements  y  but  this 
law,  I  doubt,  is  not  very  rigidly  enforced,. as  the  whole  militia, 
which  is  compofed  of  three  regiments  of  horfe  and  fourteen; 
regiments  of  foot»  doea  not  coAifift  L  conceive  of  more  than* 
7000  efFeftivcL  troops  y  neither  do  the  ufual  employments  and 
habits  of  life,  either  of  the  officers  or  privates,  conduce  very 
much  to  military  fubordination. — However,  in  times  of.  adtuali 
danger,  whether  from  the  revolt  of  flaves,  or  the  probability, 
of  invafion,  no  troops  in.  the  world  could  have  fhewn  greater 
promptitude  or  ahcrity  in  fervice,  than  has  been  difplayed  by 
the  militia  of  Jamaica.      In  fuch  emergencies,,,  the    com- 
mander in  chiefs  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  a  general 
council  of  war,,  (in  which   the   members   of  the.  aflcmbly 
have  voices)  may  proclaim  martial  law.     His  power  is  then 
diftatorial;,  and    all  perfons  arc  fubj^ft   to   the  articles    o£ 

•     •      • 

war  ffj.. 

.    Fromj 

If)  Soon  after  the  abo^e  Wfts  written  (die  Author  being  at  that  tfane  in  Jamaica) 
the  lieutenant  governor,  bj  the  advice  of  a  couaeiLof .  war^  pfodiiiiied  martial 

law. 
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From  the  given  number  of  men  able  to  bear  arais  in  any  C  H  A  P^ 
country,  it  is  ufual  wiA  political  writers  to  eftimAte  the  inha- 
bitants  at  large  $  but  their  rule  of  calculation  does  not  apply 
to  Jamaica,  where  the  bulk  of  the  people  confifls  of  men 
without  families*  Europeans  who  come  to  this  iQand  have 
ieldom  an  idea  of  fettling  here  for  life.  Their  aim  i$  gene-^ 
rally  to  acquire  fortunes  to  enable  them  to  fit  down  comfortably 
in  their  native  country  5  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  they  confider 
a  family  as  an  incumbrance.  Marriage  therefore,  being  held  in 
but  little  eflimation,  the  white  women  and  children  do  not 
bear  the  fame  proportion  to  the  males,  as  in  European  climates^ 
From  thefe,  and  other  caufes,  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  aicer* 
tain  with  precifion  the  number  of  the  white  inhalntants^ 
I  have  been  informed  that  a  late  intelligoit  chief  governor 
(General  Campbell)  computed  tliem,  after  diligent  refearch, 
at  25>ooo;  and  I  am  induced  to  believe,  from  more  than  one 
mode  of  calculation,    that  General  Campbell's  eflimate  was 

law.  This  was  in  December,  1791,  and  it  arofe  from  a  notion  very  generally 
prevalent  in  die  ifland,  that  conrpiraeies  und  proje£b  of  rebellion  were  afloat 
among  the  negroes,  in  confequence  of  the  diftfirbances  m  St.  Domingo.  TUt 
apprehenfioa  induced  a  very  ftrift  obrervance  of  the  militia  laws ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  return  of  the  Cavalry  and  Infentry  to  head  quarters  on  the  J3t!i 
cf  January,  179a. 

Total* 

County  of  Surry        -     336  Cavalry        0,141  Infantry        2,477 

Middlefex        375 2,647   ■■    -■  ->         3,02i 

Cornwall        368-*    -  ■         2,305  ^^  2,673 

Effedives  -         8,171 

Free  negroes  and  men  of  colour  Included ;  dieir  number  was  i889.  The  JMa^ 
rooftt  are  not  comprebendmL 

G  g  3  ncaf 
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near  the  truth. — This  computation  was  made  in  1780,  lince 
which  time  I  am  of  opinion^  fronx  the  many  loyal  Americans 
who  have  fixed  themfelves  in  Jamaica,  and.  other  caufes> 
this  number  is  confiderably  increa&d.  Including  the  troops 
and  fea-faring  people,  the  white  population  may,,.  I  think*  be 
fixed  at  30»ooo^ 

The  freed  negroes  and  people  of  colour  are  computed,  in 
a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  aflembly  of  the  1 2th 
of  November,  1788,  at  500  in  each  parifti,  on  an  average  of 
the  whole;  which  makes  io,qoo,  exclufive  of  the  black 
people  called  Maroons,  who  enjoy  a  limited  degree  of  freedom 
,  by  treaty*  Thefe,  by  the  laft  returns  that  I  have  feen,  amount 
to  about  1400.  (gj 

Of  negroes  in  a  ftate  of  ilavery  in  this  ifland,  the  precife  num-- 
ber  in  December,  1787,  as  afcertained  on  oath  in  the  rolls  from 
which  the  poll-tax  is  levied,  was  210,894;  and  as  it  may  anfwer 
.  more  ufeful  purpofes  hereafter  than  the  mere  gratification  of 
curiofity,  I  ihall  diftinguifh  the  numbers  in  each  pariih» 
which  are  the  following : 

* 

(g)  It  is  generally  fuppofed,  and  has  been  very  confidently  afierted,  that  thefe 
people  have  decreafed  \  but  the  fa£l  is  otherwife.  The  miftake  has  arifen  From 
the  circumftance  that  Tome  of  their  towns  have  been  deferted ;  which  is  indeed 
true,  but  the  caufe  has  been,  that  the  negroes  have  only  removed  from  one  tovirn 
to  another.  It  is  fufficientry  known  that  they  are  the  defcendants  of  negroes 
formerly  in  reb^Iion,  with  whom,  in  the  years  1738  and  1739,  Governor 
Trelawney  entered  into  treaty,  which  the  Aflembly  confirmed,  and  granted  them 
freeaon^  unJer  certain  limitations.  The  number  that  furrendered  was  under 
6oo.  In  the  year-  1770  they  coafifted  of  88^  men,  women,  and  children. 
In  the  year  1773  they  were  1028 }  and  they  were  ixicreafed  in  1788  to  1333- 

St. 
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St.  Dorothy         -   —  —  3*129 

St.  Catherine            —  —  5*3^4 

St.  John               —  —  5,880 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale  —  7>459l 

Vere           —           —  —  7*487 

St.  Mary               —     .  —  I7>H4 

St.  Ann             —  -—  13*324 

Kingfton              —  -—  6,162 

St.  Andrew            —  —  9*613 

St.  David            —  —  2>88t 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft  —  20,492 

Portland             — •  —  4*537 

St.  George            —  ^-  5*^5^ 

Su  Elizabeth  •          —  ^~  i3>28a 

Hanover              —  —  17,612 

St.  James                — ^  —  18,546 

Trelawney           —  —  19*318 

Port-Royal             —  —  2,229 

Weftmoreland          —  —  16,700     .     . 

Clarendon             —  —  14,747 

Tbtal  —  210,894 


It  appears,  however,  from  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
afiembly  above  cited,  that  in  moft  of  the  pariihes  it  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  exempt  perfons  not  having  more,  than-  fix  negroes, 
from  the  payment  of  taxes  on  flaves,  vsrhereby  many  of  the 
negroes  (efpecially  in  the  towns /^i6^)  are  not  given  in  to  the- 

(h)In  Kingfton,  for  inftance,  the  real  number  is  16)659,  inftead  of  6,162,  the 
number  on  the  tax  rolls.  On  an  average  of  the  whole  number  of  pariihes,  the 
negroes  not  given  in  or  returned  may  be  reckoned  at.  one  feventh  part  of 
the  whole.. 

different 
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BOOK    difFerjcnt  veArieSt  and  the  returns  of  a  gnwt  many  others  arc 
^  fraudulently  concealed  j  thus  the  tax  roll9  do  not  contain  the 

full  number  of  ilaves^  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
iverc  at  that  time  ^40,000,  at  the  kail;  and  there  is  not  a 
doubt  that  upwards  of  1 0,000  have  been  left  in  the  country 
from  the  importations  of  the  laft  two  years,  exclufive  of 
decreafe.  The  whole  number  of  inhabitants  therefore,  of  all 
complexions  and  conditions,  may  be  ilated  as  follows : 

Whites  ----.----  30,000 
Freed  negroeSj  and  people  of  colour  1 0,000 
Maroons  -  .  r-  -  -  -  -  ^  1,400 
Ncgno  flaves     •      -     •     -     -     .  250/^00 

Tqtal         -         291,400 


*m 


The  trade  of  this  ifland  will  beft  appear  by  the  quantity  of 
Shipping  and  the  number  of  fcamen  to  which  it  gives  employ- 
ment, and  the  nature  and  quantity  of  its  exports.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  account,  from  the  books  of  the  InfpeAor  General 
of  Great  Britain,  of  the  number  of  veiTels  of  all  kinds,  their 
regifteted  tonnage  and  number  of  men,  which  cleared  from 
the  feveral  ports  of  entry  in  Jamaica  in  the  year  1787,  excIuCive 
of  coafting  floops,  wherries,  &c«  viz. 


For 
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Number 
of  VeiTels.    Tonnage.  Men. 

For  Great  Frkaln   -    -     -  242  63,471  7*748 

Ireland     -      •      .      •  10  1^23 1  91 

American  States     -     -  133,  13/^41  893 

BritifL  American  Colonies  66  6,133  449 

Foreign  Weft  Indies    -  22.  1*903  155 

Africa    -----.  i  109  8 

Total    ^        474-     85,888.       9^344. 

It  muft,.  however,. be  obfcrved,.  thatcas  many  of  the  veflek^ 
clearing  for  America  and  the  foreign  Weft  Indies  make  two 
er  more  voyages  in  the  year,  it  is  ufual,.  in  computing  the  real 
number  of  thofe  veflels,.  their  tonnage  and  men,  to  dedud: 
one  third  from  the  official  numbers.  With  this  corredtion  die 
total  to  all  parts  h  400  veiTels^. containing  78,862  tons,  navi* 
gated  by  8,845  men. 

The  exports  for  the  fame  year  are.  g^ven  ou  the  iame 
authority,  as  follows  :^^^ 


Ih(pedor 
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But  it  muft.be  noted,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  cotton,  CHAP. 
indigo,   tobacco,    mahogany,    dye-woods,    and   mifcellaneous  ^* 

firticles,  included  in  the  preceding  account,  is  the  produce 
of  the  foreign  Weft  Indies  imported  into  Jamaica,  partly 
under  the  free-port  law,  and  partly  in  fmall  Britifli  veflels 
employed  in  a  contraband  traffic  with  the  Spanifh  American 
territories,  payment  of  which  is  made  chiefly  in  Britifh  manu- 
fa(Slures  and  negroes;  and  confiderable  quantities  of  bullion, 
obtained  by  the  fame  means,  are  annually  remitted  to  Great 
Britain  of  which  no  precife  accounts  can  be  procured. 

The  General  Account  of  Imports  into  Jamaica  will  ftand 
pearly  as  follows,  viz* 


VoL.I.  Hh  IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS     INTO     JAMAICA, 


From  Great  BrUain,!  £•      s.    d. 

dire6t,  according  I  Britifii  manufa£tures  -  686>657    a    3 

to  a  return  of  the  >  Foreign  mercFiindizc  7a>275    J    x 

Infpedlor General  1  >"'■   ""'i      '  ■ 
for  1787    -     -    J 

From  Ireland^  I  allow  a  moiet]^  of  the  whole  import  to  tbe 
Bricilh  Weft  Indies,  coniifting  of  manufaftures  and  ^Ited 
provifiohs  to  the  amount  of  ^.350,000 

From  Africa^  5>345  Aegroesf^i^,  at  jr.40  fterlmg  wch*-^(This 
is  wholly  a  Britilh  trade  carried  on  in  (hips  from  England) 

From  the  Britijb  Colonies  in  America  (including  about  2opoo 
quintals  of  faked  cod  from  Newfoundland) 

From  the  United  States^  Indian  corn,  wheat  fiour^  rice, 
lumber^  (laves,  &c.  imported  in  Britiih  fhips  '  - 

From  Madeira  and  ^eneriffey  in  (hips  trading  circuitoufly  from 
Great  Britain,  500  pipes  of  wine  (exclufive  of  wines  for 
re-exportation)  at  ^.  30  (lerling  the  pipe 

From  the  Foreign  Weft  Indies^  under  the  free-port  law,  ficc. 
calculated  on  an  average  of  three  years  (k) 


£•      s.   d. 


ySi>93^    5    4 


175,00a 
1x3*800 


^^ooa 


90,000 


15^300 


150,000 


Total        m       £.r,432,73^    5    4. 


{ij  Being  an  tverage  of  the  whole  number  imported  and  retained  in  tbe  ifland  for  ten  years,  177& 
to  17&79  as  returned  by  the  Infpedtor  Generd.  The  import  of  the  laft  three  years  is  much  greater* 

(kj  From  returns  4>f  the  Infpedbr  General.   The  following  are  the  porticolara  for  the  year  1787^ 


Cotton  Wod 
Cacao 
Cattle,  viz. 

AiFes      • 

Horfes 

Mules 

Oxen    - 

Sheep 

Dying  Woods 

Gum  Guiacnm 

Hides 

Indigo 

Mahogany 

Tortoifc  Shell 

Dollars 


194,000  lbs. 
04,7^0  lbs» 


4J 

585 

243 
98 


I,20tB 

5'077 
79 

4»663 
9>993 


Na. 

Tons. 

Barrels* 

No. 

lbs. 

Planks. 

lbs. 

No. 


Some 
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Some  part  of  this  eftimate^  however.  Is  not  £o  pcrfed  as 
tn^ht  be  wished ;  inafmuch  as  in  the  accounfs^  made  up  at  the 
.  inipedor  general's  ofgce  of  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain, 
they  reckon  only  the  original  coft,  whereas  the  Britifli  merchant 
being  commonly  the  exporter,  the  whole  of  his  profits,  together 
»dth  the  freight,  infurance,  and  factorage  conuniflions  in  the 
ifland>  ihould  be  taken  into  the  account,  becaufe  the  whole  ar^ 
compriised  in  one  charge  againft  the  planter.  On  the  Britifh 
fupply,  therefore^  I  -calculate  that  twenty  per  cent,  fhould 
be  added  for  thofe  items;  which  makes  the  fum  total 
^•1,584,518,  1 41.  \d.  fterling  money* 

After  all,  it  is  very  poffible  that  ic»ne  errors  may  have  crept 
into  the  calculation^  and  the  balance  or  furplus  arifing  from 
the  exc^fs  of  the  sports,  ^nuy  be  more  or  lefs  than  appears 
•by  dae  flatement  which  I  hiivc  given  j  but  this  is  a  confideration 
of  little  importance  id  a  national  view,  inafmuch  as  the  final 
profit  arifing  from  the  whole  fyftem,  ultimately  refts  and 
.centers  in  Great  Britain ;  v  .  a  conclufion  which  was  well 
•illuftrated  formerly  by  the  lords  conjmiflioners  for  trade  and 
plantattons^in  a  repcx't  nude  by  them  on  the  flate  of  the  Britifh 
iugar  cobnies  in  the  yt^x  1734  >  an  extra<a  from  which,  as  it 
ierves  likewise  to  point  out  the  progrefs  of  this  iiland  during 
the  laft  fifty  years,  I  ih^U  prefent  to  the  reader, 

'^^  The  annual  amount  (fiiy  their  Lordflups)  of  our  exports 
to  Jamaica,  at  a  medium  of  £)ur  years,  from  Chriilmas  1728  ta 
Chriftmas  1732,  as  it  ftands  copiputed  in  the  cuftom-houfe 

books,  appears  to  have. been       -        -    ^  ^M^^JS*  ^'  3^- 

H  h  2  .  The 
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The  medium  of  our  imports'  (I)  from^  Ja- 
maica, in  the  fame  year,  is  -     iC-539'499''  ^8-     3f» 

So  that  the  annual  excefs  of  our  imports, 

in  that  period,  is  no  left  than      -         391,824.  15.  i\\^ 

"  BiTT  it  muff  not  be  imagined^  that  this- excels  is  a  debt  upon 
Great  Britain  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica;  a  part  of  it  muft  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  Negroes,  and  other  goods,  fent  to  the 
Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  the  produce  of  which  is  returned  to  Eng- 
land by  way  of  Jamaica ;  another  part  to  the  debt  due  to  our 
African  traders  from  the  people  of  Jamaica,  for  the  Negroes 
which  are  purchafed  and  reniain  there  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ifland ;  a  third  proportion  muft  be  placed  to  the  account  of 
our  Northern  Colonies  on  the  continent  of  America,  who  difl 
charge  part  of  their  balkncc  with  Great  Britain^  by  confign- 
ments  from  Jamaica,  arifing  from  the  provifions  and  lumber 
with  which  they  fupply  that  ifland ;  the  remaining,  part  of  the 
excefs  in  our  importations  from  this  colony,  is  a  profit  made 
xipon  our  trade,  whether  immediately  from  Great  Britain,  or 
by  way  of  Africa  ;  and  laftly,  it  is  a  confideration  of  great  im* 
portance  in  the  general  trade  of  Great  Britain,  that  part  of  the 
fugar,  and  other  merchandize  which  we  bring  from  Jamaica,, 
is  re-exported  from  hence,  and  helps  to  make  good  our  ba- 
lance in  trade  with  other  countries  in  Europe.** 

Having  mentioned  the  trade  which  is.  carried  on  betwecns 
this  ifland  and  the  Spanifli  territoues  in  America,,  fome  accouBt 

(I)  The  Cuftom  Houfe  prices  of  goods  imported,  are  confiderably  lefs  than, 
the  real  or  mercantile  prices— perhaps,  ia  general,  about  one  thlrcl- 
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*  6f  it  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and  of  the  means  which  have  been  C  H  A  Pt 
adopted  by  the  Britifh  parliament  to  give  it  fupport>  may  not  ^  ^• 
be  unacceptable  to  my  readers.  It  is  fufficiently  known  to  have 
been  formerly  an  iritcrcourfe  of  vail  extent,  and  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  Great  Britain^  havipg  been  fuppofed  to  give  em- 
plojrment,  about  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  to  4,000 
tons  of  Englifh  fhipping,  and  to  create  an  annual  vent  of  Bri- 

'  tifh  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  a  half  in  value. 
From  the  wretched  policy  of  the  court  of  Spain  towards  its 
American  fubjeifts,  by  endeavouring  to  compel  them  to  truflr 
folely  to  the  mother-country,  for  almoft  every  article  of  ne- 
ceflary  confumption,  at  the  very  time  that  fhe  was  incapable 
of  fupplying  a  fiftieth  part  of  their  wants,  it  is  not  fuxprifing 
that  they  had  recouife,  under  all  hazards,  to  thofe  nations  of 

.  Europe  which  were  able  and  willing  to  anfwer  their  demands. 
It  was  in  vain,  that  the  veffels  employed  in  this  traffic,  by  the 

.  Englifh  and  others,  were  condemned  to  confifcation,.  and  the 
mariners  to  perpetual  confinement  and  flavery ;  the  Spaniih 
Americans  fupplied  the  lofs  by  veffels  of  their  own,  furniflied 
with  feamen  fb  well  acquainted  with  the  feveral  creeks  and 
bays,  as  enabled  them  to  profecute  the  contraband  with  faciUty 

*  and  advantage.  Thefe  veflels  received  every  poffiblc  encou- 
ragement  in  our  iflands ;  contrary,  it  mufl:  be  acknowledged,, 
to  the  ftria  letter  of  our  a6ts  of  navigation ;  but  the  Britifh 
government,  aware  that  the  Spaniards  had  little  to  import 
befides  bulHoD,  but  horned  cattle,  mules,  and  horfes,  (fo 
neceffary  to  the  agriculture  of  the  fugar  colonies)  connived  at 
the  encouragement  that  was  given  them..    The  trade,  bow- 

eveii. 


m  " 
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ever>  has  been^  for  many  years^  on  the  decline.  Since  the  year 
17489  a  wifer  and  more  liberal  policy  towards  its  American 
dominions,  feems  to  have  aduated  the  court  of  Madrid ;  and 
the  contraband  traffic  has  gradually  leflened,  in  proportion  as 
the  rigour  of  the  ancient  regulations  has  been  relaxed.  Ne-- 
verthelefs,  the  intercourfe  with  this  ifland,  in  Spanifh  veflels, 
was  ftill  very  confiderable  fo  late  as  the  year  1764.  About 
that  period,  diredlions  were  iffued  by  the  Englifh  miniftry  to 
enforce  the  laws  of  navigation  with  the  utmoft  ftridsiefs ;  and 
cuftom-houfe  commiffions  were  given  to  the  captains  of  our 
men  of  war,  with  orders  to  feize  all  ibreign  veffels,  without 
diflin<ftion,  that  fhould  be  found  in  the  ports  of  our  Weft  In- 
dian iflands ;  a  meafure  which  in  truth  was  ronverting  our 
navy  into  guarda^coftasy  for  the  king  of  Spain.  In  confe-- 
quence  of  thefe  proceedings,  the  Spaniards,  as  might  have  been 
expedlcd,  were  deterred  from  coming  near  us,  and  the  exports 
from  Great  Britain  to  Jamaica  alone  in  the  year  1765,  fell  fliort 
of  the  year  1763,  j^.  168,000  fterling. 

A  WISER  miniftry  endeavoured  to  remedy  the  mifchicf,  by 
giving  orders  for  the  admiflion  of  Spanifh  veficls  as  ufual ;  but 
the  fubjedl  matter  being  canvafled  in  the  Britifh  parliament^ 
the  nature  and  intent  of  thofe  orders  were  fo  fully  explained^ 
that  the  Spanifh  court,  grown  wife  from  experience,  took  the 
alarm,  and  immediately  adopted  a  meafure,  equally  prompt  and 
prudent,  for  counterafting  them.  This  was, .  the  laying  open 
the  trade  to  the  iflands  of  Trinidad,  Porto- Rico,  Hi^aniola,  and 
Cuba,  to  every  province  in  Spain,  and  permitting  goods  of  all 

kinds 
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kinds  to  be  fent  thither^  on  the  payment  of  moderate  du-'  CHAP. 
ties«     Thus   the    temptation  to   an   illicit    commerce    with    ^     V. 
foreign   nations^  being   in  a  great  meafure   removed^  there 
was  reafon  to  believe  that  the  effect  would  ceafe  with  the 
cauie. 

Such,  however,  is  the  fuperiority  or  comparative  cheapnefs 
of  Britifh  manu:&£hires,  that  it  is  probable  the  trade  would 
have  revived  to  a  certain  degree,  if  the  Britiih  miniftry  of 
1765,  after  giving  orders  for  the  admif&on  of  Spanifh  veflels 
into  our  ports  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  proceeded  no  further. 
But,  in  the  following  year,  they  obtained  an  a<5t  of  parliament 
for  opening  the  ports  of  Jamaica  and  Dominica,  to  all  foreign 
veflels  of  a  certain  defcription.     The  motives  which  influenced 
the  framers  of  this  law,  were  undoubtedly  laudable ;  they  j  uftly 
confidered  the  recovery  of  the  Spanifh  trade  as  a  matter  of  the 
utmoft  confequence,  and  concluded  that  the  traders  would  na- 
turally prefer  thofe  ports  in  which  their  fafety  was  founded 
on  kw,  to  places  where  their  prefervation  depended  only  oa 
the  precarious  tenure  of  connivance  and  favour.     Other  often- 
fibk  reafons  were  affigncd  in  fupport  of  the  meafure ;  but  the 
jealoufy  of  Spain  was  awakened,  and  the  endeavours  of  the 
Britifti  parliament  on  this  occafion,  fervcd  only  to  encreafe  the 
evil  which  was  meant  to  be  redrefTed.     By  an  unfortunate 
overfight,  the  colledtors  at  the  feveral  Britifh  free-ports  were 
inftruiSted  to  keep  regular  accounts  of  the  entry  of  all  foreign 
vefTels*  and  of  the  bullion  which  they  imported,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  commanders.     Thefe  accounts  having  been 
^ranfinitted  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  in  England, 

•f*  copies 
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BOOK  copies  of  them  were,  by  fbme  means,  procured  by  the 
^^*  ^  court  of  Spain,  and  the  abfolute  deftru^tion  of: many  of  the. 
poor  people  who  had  been  concerned  in  tranfporting  bullion 
into  our  iflands,  was  the  confequence.  This  intelligence  I- 
received  foon  afterwards  (having  at  that  time  the  direc-^ 
tion  of  the  cuftom-houfe  in  Jamaica)  from  a  very  refpedtable 
Spanifli  merchant,  who  produced  to  me  a  letter  from  Cartha- 
gena,  containing  a  recital  of  the  fadl,  accompanied  with  many 
fhocking  circumftances  of  unrelenting  fevcrity  in  the  Spanifh 
government.  Information  of  this  being  tranfmitted  to  the 
Britiih  miniftry,  the  former  inftruftions  were  revoked,  but  the 
remedy  came  too  late ; — for  what  clfe  could  be  expeded,  than 
that  the  Spaniards  would  naturally  ftiun  all  intercourfe  with  a 
people,  whom  neither  the  fafety  of  their  friends,  nor  their  own 
evident  intereft,  was  fufficient  to  engage  to  confidence  and 
fecrecy  ? 

The  little  trade,  dierefore,  which  now  fubfifts  with  the 
fubjedls  of  Spain  in  America,  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  fmallvef-^ 
fels  from  Jamaica,  which  contrive  to  efcape  the  vigilance:  of 
the  guarda^cojlas.  But  although,  with  regard  to  the  revival 
of  this  particular  branch  of  commerce,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  free-port  law  has  not  fo  fully  anfwered  the  expe£tation  of 
its  framers,  as  might  have  been  wifhed ;  its  provifions,  in  other 
rcipeds,  have  been  very  beneficial.  It  has  been  urged  againil 
it,  that  it  gives  occafion  to  the  introdudlion  of  French  wines^ 
brandies,  foap,  cambrics,  and  other  prohibited  articles  from 
Hifpaniola;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  fmall  veflels  from 
thence  frequently  claim  the  benefit  of  the  firee-ports,  after  hav- 
ing 
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ing  fmuggled  afhore,  in  the  various  creeks  and  harbours  of  this  CHAP, 
ifland^  where  no  cuftom-houfes  arc  eftabli(hed»  krge  quantities  of  ^  -  ^* 
brandy^  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  rum  market,  and  other 
contraband  goods.  It  may  be  urged  too,  that  the  permiffion  gi- 
ven by  the  a6t  to  the  importation  of  certain  of  the  products  of  the 
foreign  iilands,  is  hurtful  to  the  growers  of  the  fame  commodities 
in  Jamaica.  AU  this  is  admitted ;  but,  on  the  other  hand^  con-i- 
fidering  the  revenues  and  commerce  of  the  empire  at  large,  as 
objeds  of  fuperior  concern  to  local  intcrefts,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied^  that  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufactories  of  Great 
Britain  are  of  too  great  importance  not  to  be  fupplied  with 
the  valuable  materials  of  indigo  and  cotton-wooU  on  the  eafieil 
and  cheapefl;  terms  poflible.  The  quantities  of  thefe  articles^ 
as  well  as  of  woods  for  the  dyer,  imported  in  foreign  bottoms 
into  the  free-ports,  are  very  confiderable.  This  fubjedt  wad 
thoroughly  invefligated  by  the  British  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
1774  (when  the  adl  would  have  expired)  1  and  it  being  given 
in  evidence  that  thirty  thou&nd  people  about  Manchefter  were 
employed  in  the  velvet  manufadory,  for  which  the  St.  Domingo 
cotton  was  bed  adapted ;  and  that  both  French  cotton  and  in^ 
digo  had  been  imported  frofn  Jamaica  at  lead:  thirty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  the  fame  could  have  been  procured  at  through 
France — the  Houfe,  difregarding  all  colonial  oppofition,  came  tp 
a  refolution,  "  that  the  continuance  of  free-ports .  in  Jamaica 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  trade  and  manufa^ures 
of  the  kingdom."  The  adt  was  thereupon  renewed,  and 
has  fince  been  made  perpetual. 

But  the  main  argunient  which  was  prigins^Uy  Adduced  in 
Vot.  I.  I  i  «  defence 


€€ 
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defence  of  the  eftablifhment  of  free-ports  in  Jamaica^  was  founds* 
cd  on  the  idea  that  thofe  ports  would  become  the  great  mart  for 
fopplying  foreigners  with  negroes.  It  was  faid,  that  in  order 
^o  have  negroes  plenty  in  our  own  iilands^  ^^^17  encourage- 
ment muft  be  thrown  out  to  the  African  merchant^  to  induce 
liim  tp  augment  his  importations,  and  that  no  encouragement 
was  fo  great  as  that  of  an  opportunity  of  felling  part  of  them 
€0  foreigners  for  ready  money;  a  temptation,  it  was  urged^ 
which  would  be,  as  it  heretofore  had  been,  the  means  that  a 
number  would  be  imported  fufficient  both  for  the  planter's  ufe 
snd  for  the  foreign  demand;  and  it  was  added,  that  at  all 
events  the  French  would  deal  with  us,  if  the  Spaniards  would 
not» 

Whether  it  be  a  wife  and  politic  meafure  at  any  time  to 
permit  Britifh  fubjefts  to  fupply  foreigners  with  African  la- 
^urers,  is  a  queftion  that  may  admit  of  difpute.     I  mean,  at 
fffefent,  to  confine  myfelf  only  to  a  recital  of  fad:s ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  very  great  demand  for  negroes  in  the  Ceded 
-Iflands,  for  fome  years  after  the  aft  firft  took  place,  aiFefted 
the  Jamaica  import  in  a  high  degree;    and  in    1773^  a  cir- 
cumftance  occurred  which   was  thought  to  render  a  renewal 
'of  the   free-port  law   a  meafure   of  indifpenfable   neceffity.. 
In  that  year  the  Spanifh    Afliento   Company  at  Porto-Rico 
obtained  pcrmiffion  to  remove  their  principal  faftory  to  the 
Havanna,  and   to   purchafe   flaves  in  any   of  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands,  tranfporting  them  to  their  own  fettlements  in  Spa- 
nifh yeflels.    It  was  eafily  forefeen,  that  Jamaica,  from  its  vi« 
-cinity  to  the  chief  colonies  of  Spain,  in  which  negroes  were 

moft 
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moft  in  demand,  would  engage  a  preference  from  tl^  pur--  C  H  A  Pr 
chafers ;  wherefore,  diat  encouragement  might  not  be  wianttng^  .  V,. 
the  firitiih  parliament  not  only  renewed  the  .free*port  law, 
but  alfp  took  off  the  duty  of  thirty  fhillings  flcrling  a  head, 
which,  in  the  former  ad,  was  cxadted  on  the  exportation  of 
negroes,  and  laid  only  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  and  fix-pence,  in 
Keu  of  it.  The  refult  was — -that  the  import  for  the  next 
ten  years,  exceeded  that  of  the  ten  years  preceding,  by  no  left 
than  22,213  negroes:  and  the  export  furpaiTed  that  of  the. 
former  period,  to  the  number  of  5,952.  Such  part,  therefore, 
of  this  encreafed  export,  as  went  to  the  fupply  of  the  Spanifh 
colonies,  we  may  attribute  to  the  free-port  law;  for  it  i$ 
probable,  from  the  circumflances  flated,  that  the  ancient  con* 
traband  fyflem  is  nearly  at  an  end.  In  like  manner  it  may  be 
&id  of  the  importation  of  foreign  indigo  and  cotton,  that  if  it 
be  not  made  in  foreign  vefTels,  it  will  ceafe  altogether ;  and 
thus,  inflead  of  infringing  the  navigation  ad,  as  fome  perfons 
contend,  the  meafure  of  opening  the  ports  is  AriG&y  confonant 
to  the  fpirit  of  that  celebrated  law  3  for,  by  furnifhing  an  aug*- 
mentation  of  freights  to  Great  Britain,  it  tends  ultimately  t9 
the  encreafe  of  our  fhipping. 

« 

Having  now,  to  the  befl  of  my  judgment  and  knowledge, 
furnifhed  my  readers'  with  fuch  particulars  as  may  enable  them 
to  form  a  tolerably  corred  idea  of  the  prefent  trade  and  pro«> 
dudions  of  Jamaica,  I  fhail  conclude  with  a  concife  difplay 
of  its  progrefs  in  cultivation  at  different  periods,  for  a  century 
paft. 

li  2  By 
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B  Q  O  C  By  a  letter,  dated  March  the  29th,  1673,  from  the  thett 
IL  governor.  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  to  Lord  Arlington,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  it  appears,  that  the  ifland  at  that  time  contained 
7,768  whites,  and  9,504  negroes  j  its  chief  produdtions  were 
cacao,  indigo,  and  hides.  "  The  weather  (obferves  the  go- 
vernor) has  been  feafonable,  and  the  fuccefs  in  planting  mi- 
raculous. Major  General  Bannifter  is  not  now  very  well,  but 
ty  the  next,  he  fends  your  lordjloip  a  pot  offugavy  and  writes  you 
itsjiory.*'  It  would  feem  from  hence,  that  the  cultivation  of 
fugar  was  then  but  juft  entered  upon,  and  that  Blome,  who 
afTerts  there  were  feventy  fugar-works  in  1670,  was  mifin- 
formed.  So  late  as  the  year  1722,  the  ifland  made  only  eleven* 
thoufand  hogfheads  of  fugar,  of  fixteen  hundred  weight. 

From  that  time  I  have  no  authentic  account  until  the  year 
1734,  when  the  ifland  contained  7,644  whites  (tn)y  86,546 
negroes,  and  76,011  head  of  cattle.  The  value  of  the  im- 
ports *from  this  ifland  to  Great  Britain,  about  this  period,  were 
dated  (as  we  have  feen)  by  the  Commiflioners  of  Trade,  at 
dC-539>499-  ^S-^S*  fterling.  Of  the  particulars  I  have  no 
jiccount.  In  the  year  1739^  the  export  of  fugar  was  '^^'^^A^^ 
hogfheads. 

In  1744,  the  numbers  were  9,640  whites,  112,428  negroes, 
land  88,036  head  of  cattle.  The  exports  at  this  period,  were 
nearly  about   35,000   hogfheads  of  fugar,  and   10,000  pun- 

(m)  The  circumftance  of  the  decreafe  of  the  white  iahabitants  for  the  firft 
fixty  years,  may  appear  ftrange.  It  was  owing,  without  doubt,  to  the  decline  of 
the  privateering  trade^  which  gave  full  employment  to  the  firfl  adventurers. 

cheons 
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cheons  of  rum,  exclufive  of  fmaller   articles.      The   whole 
might  be  worth  £.  600,000  fterling. 

In  1768,  the  whites  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  17,000- 
The  number  of  negroes  on  the  tax  rolls  were  166,914,  and  the 
cattle  135,773  head.  The  exports  (the  value  of  which  could 
not  be  lefs  at  that  time  than  1,400,000  fterling)  were  thefe  : 


Exports  from  Jamaica^  176?* 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America    —     — 


Total 


(continued^) 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireknd 
To  North  America    —      — 

Total        - 


Hhds,  of 

Sugar,  of 

10  cwt. 

Pun'  of 
Rum,  of 
110  gal*. 

Bags  of 
Pimento, 
ofioolbs. 

Bags  of 

Ginger, 

of  70  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Cotton,  of 

200  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Coffee,  of 

100  lbs. 

Tons  of 

Fuftick 

and  Log. 

wood. 

54,181 
1,580 

11,127 
4.424 

13,116 

a.551 
620 

252 

2,712 

4.035 

55.761 

15.551 

13.854 

• 

3.171 

2,463 

4>203 

4,035 

Feet  of 
Mahogany. 

Tons  of 
Vitae. 

Tons  of 

Nic. 

Wood  and 

Ebonyi 

Gall*  of 

MelaiTes. 

Hides. 

MifceUa- 

neoQs 
Articles. 

443j9«0 
424,080 

120 

26 

201,960 

2,287 

Value 
unknown. 

868,000 

120 

26 

201,960 

2,287 

1. 

Cultivation^ 
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CutTivATioN,  in  all  parts  of  Jamaica^  was  now  making 
a  great  and  rapid  progrefs.  In  1 774,  the  exports  were  confi- 
derably  encreafed :  The  following  account  of  them  is  extracted 
(com  the  books  of  office^  kept  within  the  iQand. 


Exports  from  Jamaica,  1774. 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America    — 

Total 


Hhds.  of 

Suear,  of 

16  cwt. 

Pun»  of 
Rum,  of 
no  gal*. 

Bags  of 

Coffee,  of 

too  lb«. 

Barrels  of 

Indigo,  of 

300  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Ginger, 

of  70  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Pimento, 

of  100 

lbs. 

76,344 
1,960 

17*348 
8,726 

3.684 
4,863 

437 
I 

ai348 
57  > 

I3i797 

78.304 

16,074 

6,547 

438. 

2,917 

i4>349 

(continued.) 


,  Caiks  of 
ditto,  of 
300  lbs. 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America      —    — 

Total    ^ 


276 

47 


3^3 


Bags  of 
Cotton, 

of  2CO 

lbs. 


H 


a,022 

88 


2^aio 


Hhds.  of 
iVichnies, 
60  gall*. 


69 
95  i 


1,020 

'1  I  M  =: 


Tons  of 
Logwood, 

and 
Fuftick. 


.I>286  I 
26  1 


<*m^ 


Feet  of 
Mahogany. 


117,200 
11,080 


i>3^3 


129,280 


Hides, 


656 
I    8,636 


9,292 


The 
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The  amount  of  the  fum  -total,  according  to  the  prices 
current,  including  the  fame  allowance  for  mifcellaneous  articles 
of  which  no  precife  account  can  be  obtained  as  was  allowed  by 
the  Infpedlor  General  for  the  year  1787,  may  be  fairly  ftated 
at  two  millions  of  pounds  fterling. 

But  Jamaica  had  now  nearly  attained  the  meridian  of  its  pro- 
fperity  (n)  \  for  early  in  the  following  year,  the  fatal  and  unna- 
tural war  which  has  terminated  in  the  difmemberment  of  the 
empire,  began  its  deftrudlive  progrefs ;  in  the  courfe  of  which,, 
the  blamelefs  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  reft  of  the  Britifli 
fugar  iflands,  felt  all  its  efFeds  without  having  merited  the. 
flighteft  imputation  on  their  condudt.  Their  fources  of  fuppl)r 
for  plantation  neceflaries  were  cut  off,  and  protedlion  at  fea,  if 
not  denied,  was  not  given ;  fo  that  this  produce  was  feized  in 
its  way  to  Great  Britain,  and  confifcated  without  interruption 
or  mercy.  To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  calamities,  the  an- 
ger of  the  Almighty  was  kindled  again  ft  them ; — no  lefs  than^ 
five  deftrudlive  hurricanes  in  the  fpace  of  {zh^h  years,  fpread 
ruin  and  defolation  throughout  every  ifland  !  The  laft  of  thefe 
terrible  vifitations  in  Jamaica,  happened  in  1786.     Since  that 

(n)  The  greateft  improvement  which  Jamaica  has  manifefted  fince  1774,  has* 
been  in  the  encreafed  number  of  its  cofFee  plantations.  In  that  year,  the  export 
of  coiFee,  as  we  have  feeo,  was  654,700  lbs.  In  1780,  the  crop  having  beea 
Clipped  before  the  hurricane  happened,  the  export  was.735,392rlbs.  For  the 
three  laft  years,,  of  which  I  have  any  account,  the  export  was  as  follows  :. 

1788  —        i"j03S>368  lbs, 

1789  —        i,4Wi3t82 

1790  —        Ij783i7+o 
1  have  obtained  this  account  from  the  books  of  the  naval  officer  kept  in  ther 
iOand. 

\  timc^ 
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BOOK  time,  however,  the  feafons  have  been  favourable ;  and  the  crop$ 

IT 

of  1788,  1789  and  1790,  were  confiderable.  May  the  inhabi- 
tants be  thankful  that  it  has  thus  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence 
to  remember  mercy  in  judgment  j  and  may  part  misfortunes 
teach  them  thofe  leflbns  of  fortitude,  frugality,  and  forefight, 
which  always  alleviate  afflidions,  and  fometimes  even  convert 
ihem  into  bleffings. 

Nothing  now  remains  but  to  ftate  the  value  of  this  ifland, 
confidered  as  Britifh  property;  of  which  the  eftimate  is  formed 
as  follows : — 250,000  negroes,  at  fifty  pounds  fterling  each, 
make  twelve  millions  and  a  half;  the  landed  and  perfonal  pro- 
perty to  which  thefe  negroes  are  appurtenant  (including  the 
buildings)  are  very  fairly  and  moderately  reckoned  at  double 
the  value  of  the  flaves  themfelves  ;  making  twenty-five  millions 
in  addition  to  the  twelve  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
I  have  Hated  before ;  and,  in  further  addition,  the  houfes  and 
preperty  in  the  towns,  and  the  veffels  employed  in  the  trade, 
jire  valued  at  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  a 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  thirty- nine  millions  of  pounds 
fterling 
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APPEN- 
DIX. 


NUMBER      I. 

A  Return  of  the  number  of  Sugar  Plantations  in  the 
Mand  of  JAMAICA,  and  the  Negro  Slaves  thereon,  on 
the  28th  March,  1789,  diflinguifhing  the  feveral  PiriOies. 


S 


O 

c 

;3 


a 

o 
U 

o 
§ 


Parilh  of  St,  Mary  .     .     ^    . 

— ^  St.  Aqne      -       -      - 

St.  John    .     -     -     - 

St.  Dorothy    .     -     - 

— — '  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 

'  Clarendon     -     -      - 

Vcre 

■■■  St.  Catharine 


O    M   w 

.  M  e 
o  3  « 


Negroes 
thereon. 


63 
30 

12 
33 

26 
3 


1 2,o6  5 
4,908 

3»7i3 

i»776 

5»327 

10,150 

5»«79 
408 


G 


I 


a 
o 
O 


Total  in  the  County  of  Middlefcx   -   -     244 


Parifh  of  St.  Andrew    -  -  . 

— —  St.  George    -  -  - 

■  Portland    -     -  -  - 

■  Port  Royal     -  -  - 
-■■     ■   ■  St.  David      -  -  - 
— —  St.  Thomas  in  the  EjUI 
—    ■   ■■  Kingfton   -    -  -  • 


^4 

3»540 

H 

a»795 

a3 

2,968 

3 

358 

12 

1,890 

83 

15,786 

Nil. 

Total  in  the  County  of  Surry    -    -     -     159 


Parifh  of  Trelawney     -  -  - 

—     St.  James      -  -  -. 

Hanover      -  -  - 

— — —    Wcftmoreland  -  - 
— '—    St.  Elizabeth 


-  I 


83 
67 

69 

62 
26 


f5,692 
1 2,48  2 

^3>33<^ 
11,219 

5.1 1 2 


Total  in  the  County  of  Cornwall    -    -     307 


43,626 


m 
CO  S 


El's 


27'337 


57.835 


Vol.  L 


Total  in  Jamaica    -    -    -     7101128,798 
Kk  Number 
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NUMBER     11. 

An  Hi/lorical  Account  of  the  ConJUttUton  of  Jamaica ;  drawn  up 
in  1 764,  for  the  tnfarmation  of  his  Majejifs  MinifierSf  by  his 
Excellency  William  Henry  Lyttelton  faj^  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  that  IJland. 

BOOK  TT  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  form  of  civil  govern- 
U.  X  ment  eftabliihed  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  before  the. 
Reftoration  j  when  Colonel  D'Oyfey,  who  had  then  the  chief 
command  under  a  commiilion  from  the  brd  Proteflor»  was 
confirmed  in  that  command  by  a  commiffion  from  king  Cfaarlefit 
dated  the  13th  of  February,  l66i. 

Hi  s  commifHon^  which  recites  the  king's-  defire.  to  give  all 
protedion  and  encouragement  to-  the  people  of  Jamaica^  and 
to  provide  for  its  fecurity  and  good  govemmenti  empowers 
him  to  execute  his  trufl  according  to  fuch  powers  and  autho- 
rities as  are  contained  in  his  commiflion  and  the  inflxu<^ons 
annexed  to  it,  and  fuch  as  fhould  from  time  to  tinae  be  given 
to  him  by  his  majefty,  and  according  to  fuch  good,  jufF,  and 
reafonable  cufloms  and  conflitutions  as  were  exeicifed.  and 
fettled  in  other  colonies ;  or  fuch  other  as  fhould»  upon-  mature 
advice  and  confideration,  be  held  neceflary  and  proper  for  the 
good  government  and  fecurity  of  the  iiland,  provided  they  were 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  • 

It  further  empowers  hinx  to  take  unto  him  a  councilrof  twelve 

(a)  Created  Lord  WeftMto,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireiandy  iir  rjTfr^ 

4  perfons^  ' 
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perfons^  io  be  ekEied  by  the  pe^le  according  to  the  manner  pre-  a  P  P  E  N- 
fcribcd  in  the  inftru£fcions  j  and,  by  the  advice  of  any  five  or  ^  D I X. 
more  of  them,  to  conftitute  civil  judicatories,  with  power  to 
adminifter  oaths  %  to  command  all  the  military  forces  in  the 
illand,  and  put  in  force  and  execute  martial  law;  to  grant 
commiilions,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  for  the  finding  out 
new  trades ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  orders  which 
might  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  ifland.  The  inftrudioni 
confift  of  fifteen  articles : 

The  firft  directs  the  commiffion  to  be  publifhcd,  and  the 
king  proclaimed. 

The  third  regulates  the  manner  of  eledkii^g  the  council^ 
eleven  of  which  to  be  chofen  indifferently,  by  as  many  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  planters,  and  inhabitants,  as  could  be 
conveniently  admitted  to  fuch  eleddon,  either  at  one  or  more 
places ;  which  faid  perfons,  with  the  fecretary  of  the  iHand, 
who  was  thereby  appointed  always  to  be  one,  were  eftabiiflied 
a  council,  to  advife  and  ailift  the  governor  in  the  execution  i£ 
his  truil,  and  five  were  to  be  a  quorum. 

The  fi>urth  and  fifth  articles  direct  the  taking  the  oaths, 
and  fettling  judicatories  for  the  civil  afifairs  and  afiairs  of  the 
admiralty,  for  the  peace  of  the  ifland,  and  determining 
controi^rfy* 

The  fixth  dire^s  the  governor  to  difcounteoance  vice  and 
debaucheiy,  and  to  encourage  minifters,  that  Chriftianity  and 
the  proteftant  religion,  according  to  the  church  of  England, 
might  have  due  reverence  and  exercife  anskongft  them. 

The  feventh  direds  the  fortifications  at  Cagway  to  be  com^ 

K  k  2  pleted. 
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B  O.O  K    pleted^  and  empowers  him  to  compel,  not  only  foldiers,  but 
!!•         planters,  to  work  by  turns. 

The  eighth  diredls  him  to  encourage  the  planters,  and  to 
aflure  them  of  his  majefly's  protedtion :  and,  by  the  ninth,  he 
is  to  caufe  an  accurate  furvey  to  be  made  of  the  iQand. 
.  By  the  tenth  it  is  diredled,  that  the  fecretary  £hall  keep  a 
regifter  of  all  plantations  and  the  bounds  thereof;  and  that  all 
perfbns  {hall  be  obliged  to  plant  a  proportionable  part  thereof 
within  a  limited  time. 

The  eleventh  and  twelfth  diredl  all  (encouragements  to  be 
given  to  fuch  negroes  and  others  as  (hall  fubmit  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  merchants  and  fuch  as  fhall  bring  any  trade  there, 
and  forbid  monopolizing^ 

The  thirteenth  dire<9:s,  that  any  veflel  which  can  be  fpared 
from  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  (hall  be  employed  in  fetching 
fetders  from  any  othdr  colonies,  and  that  no  foldiers  be  allowed 
to  depart  without  licence. 

The  fourteenth  relates  to  the  keeping  of  the  ftores  and  pro- 
vifions  fent  to  the  ifland :  and  the  fifteenth  'directs  the  goverhoi: 
to  tranfmit,  from  timeto  time,  a  (late  of  the  iflapd,  and  all  his 
proceedings. 


In  1662,  Lord  Windfor  was  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica^ 
by  commiilion  under  the  great  fcal ;  which,  befides  containing 
the  fame  powers  as  thofe  contained  in  Col.  D'Oyley^s  com- 
miilion, direds,  that,  in  cafe  of  Lord  Windfor's  dyin^  or 
leaving  the  ifland,  the  government  fhall  devolve  on  the  council, 

or 
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or  any  feven  of  them,  and  appoints  a  fakry  of  two  thoufand  A  P  P  E  N. 
pounds  per  ann.  payable  out  of  the  exchequer.  D I  X. 

His  inftrudtions  confift  of  twenty-two  ardcles.  The  firft 
direfts  the  publication  of  his  commiffion  :  and  the  fecond,  the 
appointment  of  the  council,  according  to  his  commiflion  and 
the  inftrudtions.  But  it  muft  be  obferved  upon  this  article, 
that  no  directions  whatever  are  given,  either  in  the  commiflion, 
which  refers  to  the  inilrudtions,  or  the  inftrudtions  themfelves, 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  council  fhall  be  appointed  ;  but 

IT      APPEARS,     THAT      THE      GOVERNOR      NAMED      THEM 
HIMSELF. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifths  fixth,  and  feventh  articles  relate  to 
the  adminiftering  oaths,  eftablifhing  judicatures,  and  providing 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  adjacent  ifles. 

The  eighth  directs  encouragement  to  be  given  to  planters  to 
remove  to  Jamaica  from  the  other  colonies. 

The  ninth  diredls  100,000  acres  of  land  to  be  fet  apart  in 
each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  ifland  as  a  royal  demefne,  a 
furvey  to  be  made,  wd  a  regifter  kept  of  all  grants,,  and  a 
niiiitia  formed. 

The  tenth  diredls  the  planters  to  be  encouraged,  their  lands 
coniirmed  unto  them  by  grants  under  the  great  fea],  and  ap<- 
points  50,000  acres  of  land  to  the  governor^  for  his  own  ufe. 

The  eleventh  relates  to  the  encouragement  of  an  orthodox 
miniftry :   and  the  twelfth  eftablifhes  a  duty  of  five  per  cent. 
upon  all  exports  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years* 
.    The  thirteenth,  fourteendi,  fifteenth,  and  fixteenth  articles 
contain  general  diredtions  as  to  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  trade 

(except 
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BOOK  (except  with  the  Spaniards)  afli  fiance  to  the  tieighbouriog 
J^  plantations,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  i(land>  by  obliging  planteri 
to  reiide  in  bodies  together^  and  in  contiguous  buildings. 

The  feve^tcenth  difedts,  that,  a$  an  encouragement  to  men 
of  ability  to  go  to  the  iilandt  no  oftcei  fhall  be  held  by  deputy; 
and  gives  a  power  to  the  goveraor  of  fufpenfion  or  removal,  in 
cafe  of  bad  behavioun 

The  nineteenth  empower*  the  governor  to  grant  royalties 
and  manors^  or  lordihipst  to  eemtain  kfs  than  five  hundred 
«cres« 

The  twentieth  empQwers  the  governor^  with  advice  of  the 
council}  to  call  aflSanblies^  to  make  laws,  and,  upon  iramineat 
noet&ty,  to  levy  money  ^  fvch  lawa  to  be  in  force  two  years^ 
and  no  longer^  unkft  approved  of  by  the  crawn^ 

See  the  proclamation  of  the  \j^b  of  December^  r66i,  upm 
which  the  people  of  Jamaica  have  upon  any  occafion  laid  Jo 
muqh  Jlrefs* 

This  jMOQlamation  was  puhUflied  by  L<K«t  Windibr  upon 
his  arrival ;  but  nothing  elfe  material  arifes  out  of  his  (hort  ad^ 
tamiftration  worth  notice,  for  he  ftaid  but  two  months,  and  left 
the  ifland,  and  the  execution  of  his  commiffion,  to  Sir  Charles 
Lyttlelon,  who  had  been  appointed  lieutenant-govenMr ;  and 
who  governed  with  the  advice  of  a  council  of  twelve,  appointed 
by  Kinifelf,  and  called  an  aflembly  that  made  a  body  of  kws, 
amongft  whith  was  one  for  raifing  a  revenue^ 

Nothingi  however,  wlkkh  appears  to  be  materiaT,  as  to  the 
fonn  of  the  eonftitutik)!!^  occurred  durwg  his  admioiilrfttibir, 

which 
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whkh  conlmiled  about  twenty  months;  when  he  was  fuper-  APFEN- 
feckd  1^  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  who  was  ap-  D I X. 
pointed  governor  in  chief  by  a  commiflion  under  the  great  feal^ 
which  empowered  hind  either  to  conftitute,  by  his  own  au- 
tkority^  *  privy-couhcil  of  twelve  perfons,  or  to^  continue  the 
old  one^  and  to  altef,  change^  or  augnaent  it  as  he  thought 
proper;  to  Cl^date  juiUcatOried >  and  make  kw9,  ofders^  and 
coftftitutioMi  provided  they  did  not  extend  to  take  away  any 
right  or  frtiehokt  or  the  intereft  of  any  perfon  in  their  rights 
or  freeholds^  goods  or  chattqls^  and  that  they  were  tranihiitted 
fir  his  majefty  for  allowinc^  or  difapprobation* 

He  Ttras  fbrtber  enlpowered  to  command  and  discipline  all: 
mHttary  forces,  to  uie  ofitartial  kw  uporf  peffons  in  militaiy  ier- 
vice,  and  cAabUih  ar ticles  of  war  ^  to  create  courts  of  admt-^ 
ralty»  according  to  iuck  authority  as  he  fhould  receive  froc» 
tlw  lord  bigb  admiral  I  to  ereffc  forts  and  ibrtiikratic^is  i  to 
eftabUih'  ports^  citidSy  towns,  boroughs^  and  vilkges  ;  to  create 
manorsand  Idrdihips^;  to  gl'ant  charters  to  hold  fairs ;  to  take 
funreys,  and  keep  records  of  all  grants  of  knds>  undei^  fucl» 
itMideratc  quit-rents>  fervices,  and  acknowledgments  as  he 
ihould  think  fit ;  and  to  prefcribe  terms  of  cultivation ;  and 
grants  fo  made  under  the  feal,  and  enrolled,  were  to  be  good 
and  valid  againft  the  crown ;  to  grant  commiflions  for  finding 
out  new  trades  >  to  pardon  all  offences,  except  murder  and 
treafon,  and  in  thofe  cafes  to  reprieve  for  twelve  months. 

He  was  alfo  empowered,  with  the  advice  of  the  majority  of 
council,  to  frame  a  method  for  eflablifhing  general  affemblies,. 
and  from  time  to  time  to  call  fuch  aflemblies  together,,  and 
with  their  confent  to  pafs  all  mariner  of  laws,  referving  to  him 


a  negative 
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BOOK  a  negative  voice;  as  alfo,  upon  imminent  occafions,  to  levy* 
^^-  ^  money.  Thefe  laws  not  to  extend  to  taking  away  any  one's 
freehold,  or  to  the  lofs  of  a  member,  and  to  be  in  force  only 
two  years,  unlefs  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  crown. 

This  commiflion  appoints  a  falary  to  the  governor  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  payable  Cut  of  the  exchequer. 

The  inftrudtions,  which  confift  of  twenty  articles,  relate  to 
the  encouragement  to  be  given  to  planters  to  come  from  the 
other  colonies ;  to  the  allowance  fettled  upon  himfelf  and  Ac 
other  officers ;  and  extend  to  moft  of  the  points  contained  in 
Lord  Windfor's  inftrudtions ;  but  diredt,  that  the  meafurc  of 
fetting  out  the  400,000  acres,  as  a  royal  demefne,  (hall  be  fuf- 
pended ;  that  no  duties  ihall  be  laid  in  the  ifland  upon  the  im- 
port or  export  of  any  goods  for  twenty-one  years,  nor  fliall  any 
duty  be  laid  here  upon  the  produce  of  Jamaica  for  five  years. 

By  thefe  inftrudtions  it  appears,  that  the  crown  allowed  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  the  fupport  of 
goverament  5  and  what  was  wanted,  over  and  above,  was  to 
be  made  good  by  a  duty  on  ftrong  liquors,  either  made  or  im- 
ported, to  be  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  governor  and 
council. 


In  July,  1 664,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  liTued  writs  for  eledt- 
ing  two  aflembly-men  for  each  parifli ;  which  aflembly  met  in 
Odtober  following. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  aflembly  fat  above  a  month  or 
jtwo  before  diey  were  diflblved  5  but,  during  their  feffions,  they 

paiTed 
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pafled  a  body  of  laws^  which  was  tranfmitted  to  the  lord  chan-  AP  P  EN!^ 
cellofj  to  be  laid  before  the  crown  ;  but,  not  being  confirmed,  ^  I^  I X. 
they  would  have  expired  at  the  end  of  two  years;  but.  (as  I 
$nd  it  afierted  by  Lord  Vaughan)  the  governor  continued 
them  in  force  to  the  end  of  his  adminiflration,  by  an  order 
of  council.  I  cannot,  however,  find  this  order  upon  record, 
but,  after  that  time,  a  great  many  ordinances  of  the  governor 
and  council,  in  the  nature  and  form  of  laws ;  in  fome  of  which 
it  was  declared,  that  they  (hall  continue  in  force  until  another 
aiiembly  was  called,  and  then  to  be  confirmed,  altered,  or  re- 
pealed, as  that  afiembly  ihould  fee  convenient :  but  no  other 
aflembly  was  called  during  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  admini- 
ilration*  : 


In  1 670,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  was  recalled,  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lynch  appointed  lieutenant-governor  and  conmiander  in* 
chief,  with  the  fame  powers  as  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had. 

On  the  I  ft  of  December,  1 67 1 ,  he  ifliied  writs  for  calling 
an  aflembly,  to  confift  of  two  perfons  for  each  parifli ;  which 
met  on  the  Sth  of  January,  and  fat  till  June  following, 
when  the  governor  diflblved  them,  after  having  pafled  a  body, 
of  laws,  which  were  tranfinitted  to  England,  but  were  not 
confirmed. 

In  May,  1673,  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  called  another  aflembly ; 
but,  upon  their  refufing  to  grant  money  for  the  fortifications, 
he  difllblvcd  it  after  fitting  only  a  few  days ;  and,  in  January 
following,  upon  confideration  that  two  years  were  almoft  ex- 
pired fince  making  the  body  of  laws,  and  that  his  majefty  had 

Vox.*  I.  L  1  not 
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BOOK  not  be6n  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  cdnfent  to  them^  i  new  aA 
^*      ^  fembly  was  called,  which  met  the  1 8th  of  February,  and,  oa 
the  1 4th  of  March,  a  new  body  of  laws  was  pafied,  which  wera 
tranfmitted  to  England;  but»  not  being  confirmed  by  the  crown^ 
expired  at  the  end  of  two  years« 


On  the  3d  of  December,  ^^74-9  Lord  Vangfaan  was  ap« 
pointed  governor  of  Jamaica*  A  council,  confifting  of  twelve 
peribnsy  was  named  in  the  commiflion,  with  power  to  him  to 
expel  or  fufpend  any  of  diem,  and,  in  cafe  of  v^icancies,  to  fill 
up  die  council  to  nine.  He  was  alfo  empowered  to  call  af» 
jfemblies,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  ifland ;  and,  with  the 
council  and  aflembly,  to  pafs  laws,  which  laws  were  to  be  in 
force  for  two  years,  unlefs  die  crown's  pleafure  was  in  the  mean 
time  fignified  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  except  diey  were 
approved  and  confirmed  widiin  that  time*  In  the  paffing  of 
thefe  laws,  the  governor  was  to  have  a  negative  voice,  and  to 
diflblve  any  alTembly,  as  be  ffaould  think  proper. 

Upon  Lord  Vaughaa'a  arrival  in  his  government,  he  called 
an  aiTembly,  which  met  on  the  26th  of  April,  1675,  and  paiied 
a  new  body  of  laws. 

It  does  not  appear  when  this  afiembly  was  diilblved ;  but,  in 
March,  1676-7,  writs  were  iffued  for  a  new  ailembly,  whkh 
met  on  the  26th  of  that  month ;  smd,  having  palSed  ieverai 
other  laws,  they  were  difiblved  on  the  26th  of  July  :  and  the 
laws  paiTed  by  both  afiemblies  having  been  tranfmitted  to  Eng- 
land, the  council  took  them  into  their  confideration,  and,  after 
^quent  deliberations  upon  them,  and  many  alterations  pro-^ 

pofed. 
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jDofed,   they  were    referred,   with  the  council's    obfenratieiis  APPEN- 
lipon  them,  to  the  attorney •  general  to  confider  theredT^  and      DIX. 
to  form  a  new  body  of  laws  for  the  good  government  of  this 
ifland. 

With  theie  laws,  the  council  took  into  confideration  the  ftace 
tSkd  conftitution  of  Jamaica,  and  made  the  reports  upon  it  here^ 
unto  annexed,  vide  Documents,  No.  j,  z. 

Thcfe  reports  having  been  confirmed,  a  cormhiffion  pailed 
the  great  feal,  conftituting  Lord  Carlifle  governor  of  Jamaica, 
^y  which,  and  by  the  infhrudions  annexed  thereto,  vide  Nd. 
3,  4.)  the  form  of  government  propoied  in  the  council's  report 
was  adopted  and  eftablifhed. 

Upon  Lord  Cadifle's  arrival  in  his  government,  he  fountf 
the  people  very  nuich  diilatisfied  with  and  averfe  to  this  ntw 
form  of  government ;  as  will  better  appear  by  his  letters,  vidit 
No.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  lo, 

Thefe  letters  and  papers  being  taken  into  confideration  by 
the  council,  as  alfo  a  report  thereon  by  the  committee,  the 
council,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1679,  made  the  order.  No.  n  1 
and,  on  the  28  th  of  May  following,  the  annexed  report.  No.  12^ 
was  pre&nted  to  his  majefty,  and,  being  approved,  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  with  the  annexed  letter.  No.  1 3. 

Upon  receipt  of  thefe  papers,  the  Lord  Carlifle  communicated 
them  to  the  afTembly,  who  prefented  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the 
report  of  the  28  th  of  May ;  which  addrefs  was  tranfmitted  to. 
the  council  by  Lord  Carlifle.  Fide  No.  14,  15,  16,  17,  i8^ 
19,  20. 

On  the  5  th  of  March,  1679-80,  the  council  took  into  con- 
fideration the  letters  received  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle ;  and 

L  1  2  the 
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rthe  annexed  extradts  (No.  21  to  ^l^y  include  J  of  their  pros- 
;  ceedings  will  ihew  their  feveral  refolutions  and  dire(3:ions  in 
,  consequence  thereof. 

It  is  impoflible,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  to  judge  what  mow 
jtives  could  have  induced  the  council,  after  they  had  fliewn  fo 
jnuch  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  fupport  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  by  eftablifhing  in  Jamaica  the  Irifh  conftitution,  to  giv^ 
:the  point  up,  as  k  appears  they  did  by  the  annexed  explanatory 
commiflion  to  Lord  Carlifle,  No.  39,  which  contains  the  ijaxnt 
.power  of  making  laws  in  aflembly  as  is  now  given  to  the  gq^ 
yernor  of  Jamaica,  and  which,  from  that  time,  has  been  mi- 
nutely the  fame;  excepting  only,  that,  in  1716,  the  govcmof 
fwas  dire£i;ed,  by  inftrudtions,  not  to  pafs  aay  laws  that  fhould 
fepeai  a  law  confirmed  by  the  crown,  without  a  claufe  of  fuf-» 
pen^iipn^  or  firft  tranfmitting  the  draft  of  a  bill;  and,  in  1734, 
this  limitation  was  extended  to  all  laws  for  repealing  others^ 
^h wgh  fubh  repealed  law  ihould  not  have  been  confirmed  by 
the  Qrowh  fij.    . 

'  fh)  Neither  of  tbefe  orders  are  enforced,  except  in  the  cafe  of  private  bills,  the 
stAcmbiy  having  conftantTy  refufed  to  admit  fu (pending  claufes  in  any  public  a£tv 
and  the  crown -has  long  fince  given  up  the  point.  It  is  impoffible  to  quit  this 
H|ftorical  Account,  without  lameiiting  thai  its  able  and  accon)plifhed  author  ihould 
have  committed  himfelf  as  he  has  done  in  the  concluding  paragraph.  The 
wicked  attempt  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  form  of  government,  he  terms  fuppori'- 
ing  thejuft  rights  of  the  crowtiy  and  feems  very  ferioufly  to  lament  that  the  privy 
council  had  not  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  perfift  in  their  projedl. 
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The  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
and  Plantations  having  this  day  prefented  to  the  Board  the 
cnfuing  Report  i  viz. 

May  it  please  your  majesty, 

WE  having,  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  us  in  reference  to  A P P E N- 
your  majefty's  plantations,  taken  in  confideration  the  prefent  DIX. 
fiate  and  government  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  particularly  fuch  matters 
as,  from  the  nature  of  affairs  as  they  now  ftand  there,  we  have  judged 
neceflary  to  be  recommended  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  whom  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  nominate  and  conftitute 
governor  of  the  faid  ifland  i  and  having,  after  fevcral  meetings,  agreed 
upon  the  following  particulars,  we  moft  humbly  crave  leave  to  lay  them 
before  your  majefty,  for  your  royal  determination. 

The  fiift  point  that  did  occur  moft  worthy  to  be  confidered  by  us  was,, 
the  power  and  manner  of  enading  laws  for  the  civil,  military,  and  ec- 
clefiaftical  government  $  and,  upon  taking  a  view  of  what  has  been  prac* 
tifed  fince  your  majefty*s  happy  reftoration  in  the  legiflative,  we  find,  that 
the  methods  and  authorities  for  the  framing  and  ordaining  the  faid  laws 
have  been  only  fuch  as  were  diredled  by  your  royal  commiflion  unto 
your  ipajefty's  feveral  governors,  or  prefcribcd  by  the  inftrudtiqns  given 

them 
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BOOK  them  from  time  to  time ;  and  that  as  the  conftitution  and  exigency  of 
11.         affairs  have  often  changed,  fo  your  majcfty  has  thought  fit  varioufly  to 
adapt  your  royal  orders  thereunto }  and,  by  the  laft  commiffion,  given 
unto  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your  majefty  was  pleafed  to  empower  his  lord* 
fhip,  with  the  advice  of  your  majefty*s  council,  from  time  to  time  to  fum- 
mon  general  affemblies  of  freeholders,  who  have  authority,  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  governor  and  council,  to  make  and  ordain 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  iQand  j  which  laws  are  to  be  in  force  for 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  except  in  the  mean  time  your  majefty 's  pleafure 
be  fignificd  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  unlcls  they  be  confirmed  by 
your  majefty  within  that  time.    Having,  therefore,  direfted  our  thoughts 
towards  the  confequences  and  efi^efts  which  have  been  produced,  or  may 
arife,  from  this  authority  derived  unto  the  faid  freeholders  and  planters, 
which  we  obfervc  to  have  received  a  daily  increafe  by  the  rcfolutions  they 
have  taken,  lefe  agreeable  to  your  majefty's  intention,  wc  do  moft  hum- 
bly offer  our  opinions,  that  the  laws  tranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan, 
which  are  now  under  confideration  in  order  to  be  enaftcd  by  your  ma- 
jefly,  may  be  entrufted  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who,  upon 
his  arrival  in  the  ifland,  may  offer  them  unto  the  next  affemWy,  that  they 
may  be  confented  unto  as  laws  originally  coming  from  your  m^efty ; 
and  that,  for  the  future,  no  legiflative  aflembly  be  called  without  your 
nu^efty's  fpccial  direflions ;  but  that,  upon  emergencies,  the  goverhoi^ 
do  acquaint  your  majefty  by  letters  with  the  neceffity  of  calling  fuch 
an  af&mbly,  and  pray  your  nujefty^s  confent  and  direAions  for  their 
meeting ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  do  prefcnt  unto  your  majefty  a  fcheme 
of  fuch  afts  as  he  fhall  think  fit  and  neceflary,  that  your  miijefty  may 
take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  wherein 
your  majefty  fhall  think  fit  that  they  be  enafted  j  that  the  governor, 
upon  receipt  of  your  majcfty*s  commands,  fliall  then  fummon  an  af- 
fembly,  and  propofe  the  Cud  laws  for  their  conftnt,  fo  that  the  fame  me- 
thod in  legiflative  matters  be  made  ufe  of  in  Jamaica  as  in  Ireland,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  prefcribed  by  Poyning's  law ;  apd  that,  thcreforei 
the  prefent  ftyle  of  enacting  laws,  By  the  governor^  ccuncily  and  reprc^ 
/Mativis  of  the  cmmons  ajfembled,  be  converted  into  the  ftyle  of.  Be  it 
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enaSlid  by  ihtkin^s  m^  cxaUent  mof^fy,  iy  snd  vitb  lie emfsnt rf  the  APPEN- 
gitteral  ajfemhly.  D I X. 

We  arc  further  of  opinion>  that  no  efcheats,  fines,  forfinturesi  or  pe- 
nalties, be  mentioofd  in  the  faid  laws  to  be  applied  to  the  public  ufe  of 
the  ifland  j  and  that  ^our  majcfty  do  inftruft  your  governor  to  difpofc 
thereof  for  the  fupport  of  the  government.  It  is  alfo  our  opinion,  that 
in  all  laws  for  levying  of  money,  and  raifing  a  public  revenue,  the  claufes 
whereby  the  faid  levies  ve  appropriated  unto  the  public  ufe  of  the  ifland, 
without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefty,  or  unto  your  majefty  for  the 
faid  public  uft,  are  fo  far  derogatory  to  your  majefty's  right  of  fove- 
reignty,  that  they  ought  to  be,  for  the  future,  altered  and  made  agreeable 
to  the  ftyle  of  England. 

Wc  do  likewife  offer  it  unto  your  majefty  as  jieceflary,  that  no  ini- 
nifter  be  rcteived  in  Jamaica  without  licence  from  the  right  reverend 
the  lord  bifliop  of  London ;  add  diat  none  having  his  lord(hip*s  li* 
cence  be  rejected,  without  fufficient  caufc  alkdged ;  as  alio,  that  in  the 
dtff«ftion  of  ^11  church  affairs,  the  minifter  be  ado^itted  into  the  refpec« 
tivie  i^eftrieft. 

And  whereas  it  has  upon  fome  occafions  proved  inconvenient,  that  the 
members  of  the  council  have  been  conftituted  by  your  majefty's  com- 
miffion  i  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  for  the  future,  they  be  only  named  in 
the  inftruftions  of  the  governor  -,  for  the  ftreogthening  of  whofe  autho- 
rity under  your  majefty  we  do  offer,  that  he  may  have  power  to  fufpend 
any  of  the  faid  members,  if  he  fee  juft  caufe,  without  receiving  the  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  the  council  j  and  alfo,  that  none  of  the  faid  fo  fuf- 
pended,  or  by  your  nodjefty'^  order  di^kicpd^  fpom  that  frnft,  may  be 
permitted  to  be  received  into  the  general  affembly. 

And  whereas  iiothing.  can  contribute  ^ore  to  irbe  wel&re  of  your  ma* 
jefiy*s  Ifland,  than  that  all  noeans  be  found  out  for  the  iiicreafe  of  trade ; 
yit  do  offer,  for  the  encouragement  thereof,  that  a  mint  l?e  allowed  in 
Jamaica,  in  fuch  manner  that  no  prejudice  do  arife  unto  your  majefty*s 
other  dominions,  or  that  what  bullion  is  brought  from  thedce  nday  be 
coined  here  in  England  j  provided  that  all  fuch  coiixs  «ay  bear  your 

Qoajefty'a 
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B  t>  O  K    majcfty's  royal  fupcrfcpiption,  and  not  be  impofed  in  payment  clfe-^ 
-  n.         where, 

AH  which,  fifr* 

Finch, 

D  A  K  B  y, 

worcbstbr, 

Essex, 

Fauconberrv, 

Craven, 

H.    Coventry. 

Tbo.  Dolmax.  , 

His  majefty,  taking  the  fame  in  confideration,  was  pleafcd 
to  approve  thereof  5  and  did  order,  that  the  Right  ho- 
nourable Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  prepare  a  com- 
miflion  and  in(lru£bions  for  his  majefty's  royal  figna- 
ture,  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
the  faid  report. 


N  U  M  B  E  R      II. 

At  the  court  at  Whitehall^  the  istb  of  February^  1677-8. 
F  R  E  s  s  N  Tj  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Upon  reading  this  at  the  board,  a  report  from  the  Right 
honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  in  the  words  following : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly, 

HAVING   received,  on  the  lath  of  January  laft  paft,  from  the 
Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  a  draft  of  a  commiflion  and 

inftruftions 
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inilrudtions  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  whom  your  majefty  has  appointed  A  P  P  E  N- 
to  be  your  governor  of  Jamaica;  and  having,  after  feveral  additions      DIX. 
and  alterations,  remitted  the  fame  unto  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  on  the 
2d  inft.  we  crave  leave  to  offer  to  your  majefty  the  moft  material  points 
which  did  occur  unto  us  upon  perufal  of  the  faid  draft ;  which  are  as 
followeth : 

I  ft.  As  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  members  of  council  in  Jamaica 
may,  for  the  more  eafy  pafling  of  laws,  be  admitted  into  the  aflcmbiy^*  if 
duly  elcftcd  by  the  freeholders  ;  fo  we  cannot  but  advife  your  majefty, 
that  as  W5II  the  members  of  the  faid  council  fufpcnded  by  your  majefty's 
governor,  as  the  members  difplaced  by  your  majefty,  may  be  rendered 
incapable  during  which  fufpenfion  of  being  admitted  into  the  aftembly* 

ad.  That  although  your  majefty  has,  by  an  order  of  the  16th  of  No- 
vember laft  paft,  thought  fit  that  no  affembly  be  called  without  your 
majefty *s  efpecial  leave  and  dircftions;  we  think  it  very  important,  for 
your  majefty's  fervice  and  fafety  of  the  iQand,  thar^  in  cafe  of  invafion^ 
febellion,  or  fome  other  very  urgent  neceflity,  your  majcfty*s  governor 
may  have  power,  with  the  confenc  of  the  affembly,  to  pafs  afts  for 
railing  of  money,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  nc- 
ceffities. 

3d.  That  whereas  hidierto,  within  your  majefty's  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  have  not  been  impofed  on  perfbns 
that  bear  any  part  of  the  governnnent,  except  the  members  and  officers 
of  the  council,  and  all  judges  and  juftices ;  {o^  for  the  prevention  of  fu- 
ture inconveniencies,  and  greater  affurancc  of  loyalty  towards  your  ma- 
jefty, we  arc  humbly  of  opinion^  that  all  perfons  dedbcd  into  the  affembly 
ihall,  before  their  fitting,  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,. 
which  your  majefty's  governor  (ball  commiflionate  fit  perfons,  under  the' 
feal  of  the  ifland,  to  adminifter  unto  them,  and  that,  without  taking  the 
laid  oaths,  none  ihall  be  capable  of  fitting,  although  cleAed. 

We  have  likewife,  purfuant  to  your  majefty*s  orders,  prepared  a  body 
of  laws,  fuch  as  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  may  be  em- 
powered to  carry  with  him,  and  to  offer  unto  the  affembly  of  Jamaica 
for  their  confent.  Whereas  we  do  not  find,  fince  your  majefty's  happv 
reftoration,  that  any  laws  tranfinitted  from  your  majefty's  plantations 

Vol.  I.  Mm  have 
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BOOK  have  been  confirmed  by  your  nnajcfty,  either  under  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
n.  land,  or  any  other  fignification  of  your  majefty's  pleafure  (the  aft  of  four 
and  a  half  fer  cent,  in  the  Caribbee  iflands  only  excepted,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  order  of  council)  and  the  intended  method  of  enafting 
laws  in  Jamaica  hath  not  as  yet  been  put  in  praftice  ;  we  humbly  crave 
your  mAitfiy's  royal  determination,  whether  the  faid  laws  (hall  pafs  only 
by  order  of  your  majcfty  in  council,  or  under  the  great  feal  of  England, 
that*  we  may  accordingly  be  enabled  fkly  to  prefcnt  them  unto  your 
royal  view. 

All  whicb^  lie. 

His  m^efty  was  pleafed  to  order,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Co- 
ventry do  prepare  Lord  Carli(le*s  commiflion  and  in- 
ftruftions  concerning  thefe  matters  accordingly:  and  as  for 
the  laws  of  the  faid  ifland,  his  majefty,  by  an  order  of  the 
board,  hath  been  pleafed  this  day  to  declare  his  pleafure, 
that  they  fhall  pafs  under  the  great  feal  of  England. 


NUMBER      III. 
Extma  rfXMg  Cbarlis  the  S4ccnd's  Comm^on  U  the  Earl  of  CarUfle. 

AND  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unco  you,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  faid  council,  full  power  and  autiu>rity,  from  time  to  time, 
as  need  fhall  require,  to  fummon  or  call  general  aflemblies  of  the  £ree« 
holders  and  planters  within  the  faid  ifland,  and  other  the  territories 
under  your  government,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  hath  been  fornoerly 
praftifed  and  ufed  in  the  faid  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  perfons  thereupon  duly  elefted, 
and  having  before  their  fitting  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupre-. 
tnacy,  (which  you  fhall  commiflionate  fit  pcrlbns,  under  the  feal  of  our 
lAwd,  to  adminifler,  and  withouc  taking  which  none  fhall  be  capable  pf 
ittttng^  though  elefted)  fhall  be  called  and  held  the  general  afiembty  of 

the 
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the  faid  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  territories  thereon  depending ;  A  P  P  E  N. 
and  (hall  have  full  power  ao4  authority  to  agree  and  confent  unto  all  D I X. 
fuch  ftatutcs  and  ordinances  for  the  public  peace,  welfare,  and  good 
government  of  the  faid  ifland,  and  other  the  territories  thereon  depend-^ 
ing,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  fuch  others  as  (hall 
rc(brt  thereunto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fucccflTors,  as  having 
been  by  you,  with  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  council,  framed  and 
tran(niitted  unto  us,  in  order  to  be  here  ena^ed,  by  our  giving  ouir^&n- 
fent  thereunto,  (hall  be  by  us  approved  and  remitted  unto  you  under  our 
great  (eal  of  England  ;  which  faid  ftatuces,  laws,  and  ordinances,  are  to 
be  by  you  framed  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  our  kingdom  of  England. 

And  we  do  hereby,  neverthelefs,  authorize  and  empower  you,  in  cafe 
of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  (bme  very  great  neceflfity,  to  pa(s  an  z£t  or  a&s, 
by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  general  a(rembly,  without  tranfmitting  the 
•fame  firft  to  us,  to  raife  money  within  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  territories 
within  your  government,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent 
neceflities. 

And  we  give  you  likewife  full  power,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  (hall 
judge  it  nece(rary,  to  diflblve  all  general  aflemblies,  as  aforefaid. 
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AND  whereas  by  our  commiflion  we  have  directed  that,  for  the 
future,  no  general  alTembly  be  called  without  our  fpecial  directions  ;  but 
that,  upon  occa(ion,  you  do  acquaint  us  by  letter  with  the  nece(fity  of 
calling  fuch  an  aflembly,  and  pray  our  con(ent  and  directions  for  their 
meeting  i  you  (hall,  at  the  fame  time,  tranfinit  unto  us,  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  council,  a  draft  of  fuch  a£ts  as  you  (hall  think  fit 
and  neceflary  to  be  pafled,  that  we  may  take  the  fame  into  our  coafi- 
deration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  we  (hall  think  fit  to  be  ena^faKl : 

M  m  2  in 
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BOOK  in  and  upon  the  receipt  of  our  commands^  you  ihall  then  fummon  an 
II*         alTcmbly,  and  piopofe  the  faid  laws  for  their  confent. 

And  accordingly  wc  have  ordered  to  be  delivered  unto  you  herewith,  a 
certain  body  of  laws,  for  the  ufe  of  our  faid  ifland,  framed  in  purfuance 
of  other  laws  tranfmitted  unto  ui  by  former  governors,  with  fudh  altera- 
tions and  amendments  as  we  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our 
privy-council  here;  which,  upon  your  arrival  in  our  faid  ifland,  you  ihall 
offer  unto  the  next  afiembly,  that  they  may  be  confented  to  and  enaded 
as  laws  originally  coming  from  us. 

We  arc  willing,  neverthelefs,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or 
fome  very  urgent  neceffity,  you  pafs  an  aft  or  afts,  with  the  confent  of 
the  general  aifembly,  without  tranfmitting  the  fame  firft  unto  us,  to  raife 
money  within  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  territories  depending  thereon,  to 
anfwer  the  occaflons  arifmg  by  fuch  urgent  neceflities. 

And  you  fliall  take  care  that  the  prefent  ftyle  of  enafling  laws.  By  the 
gevemor^  council^  and  reprefentatives  of  the  comnwns  affmbUd^  be  converted 
into  the  ftyle  of.  Be  it  enaSed  by  the  king's  moft  excellent  majefiy^  hy  and 
vjitb  the  ctmfent  of  the  general  ajfemhly* 


N  U  M  B  E  R    V. 

Extrall  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  ofCarlifle  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

I  HAVE  fpoken  with  feveral  of  the  council,  and  find  fomcof  them 
much  diflacisfied  at  the  alterations  in  the  laws  and  manner  of  pafling 
them,  particularly  at  the  latter  part  of  the  claufc  in  the  militia  bill : 
**  but  that  in  all  things  he  may,  upon  all  occaflons  or  emergencies,  aft 
*•  as  captain-general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfu- 
"  ancc  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  his  majefty's 
"  commiflion  j  any  thing  in  this  cafe,  or  any  other,  to  the  contrary  in 
^  anywifc  notwithftanding  j"  which  they  are  jealous  of,  left  that  thereby 
they  fliall  make  it  legal  to  execute  all  inftruftions  that  either  are  or  fliall 
be  fciK  to  me,  or  any  other  fuccceding  governor  ^  which  fcruplc  rnight 

eafily 
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fafily  be  aroided,  but  that 'the  great  feal  being  affixed  to  the  laws,  I    APPEN- 
have  no  power  to  make  alteration,  which  I  might  have  done  both  to       D I X. 
their  facisfaftion  and  the  prcferv^tion  of  the  king's  rights.     The  aft  for    *     - 
the  revenue,  too,  I  fear  will  not  without  difficulty  pafs ;  but  I  Ihall 
endeavour  all  1  can  to  bring  them  to  pafs,  for  which  I  have  greater 
inducements  than  my  being  here,  without  any  hopes  from  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  treafury,  which  is  exhaufted  and  in  debt  for  their  new 
fortifications. 


N  U  M  B  E  R     VI. 

Cofy  of  a  Utter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  from  the  Earl  of  Xlarlifk. 

St.  Jago,  iitb SeptemheTy  1678. 
Sir, 

THE  affcmbly  met  on  the  ad  inftanr,  and,  I  find,  are  fb  diflatisfied 
with  the  alteration  of  the  government,  that  I  queftion  whether  they 
will  pais  any  of  thefe  laws  :  they  have  objeftions  againfl  feveral  of  them; 
as  the  aft  for  the  revenue  that  is  perpetual,  and  may  be  diverted  ;  they 
are  nettled  at  the  expreffion  in  the  preamble,  that  the  revenue  was  raifed 
by  the  governor  and  council;  and  though  they  cannot  deny  it  to  be 
truth,  yet  they  fay  that  council  was  elefted  by  the  people,  and,  though 
continued  under  the  name  of  a  council,  yet  was  in  cfieft  an  aflembly  or 
rcprefehtatives  of  the  people. 

I  have  given  into  their  hands  a  copy  of  that  aft  and  fourteen  more, 
and  gave  them  liberty  to  compare  them  with  the  original.  The  aft  of 
militia  and  Ibme  others  I  keep  by  me,  till  I  fee  what  they  will  do  with 
thofc  they  have. .  All  the  afts  are  not  yet  tranfcribed ;  for  but  one 
man  can  write  at  a  time,  and  they  are  bulky ;  but  I  have  enough  to  keep 
them  employed.  The  ipcaker  came  to  me  on  Saturday,  to  defire  liberty 
to  adjourn  for  a  few  days,  which  I  confented  to,  and  they  adjourned  till 
Thurlilay  momiog.  JLieur.  Col.  Beefton  is  fpeaker,  who  I  recom-' 
mended  to  chcrn  upon  Sir  H.  Morgan's  affurances  that  be  woukl  behave 

himfclf 
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himfelf  well.  He  hath  the  general  repute  of  an  honeft  and  difcreet  gen-, 
tleman,  though  he  figned  the  order  about  the  privatecr>  at  which  fo 
much  offence  was  taken  j  but  I  am  fatisfied  he  was  no  further  faulty^ 
than  in  complying  with  the  dirc&ions  of  the  aflfembly :  and  I  the  rathc^ 
propofed  him  (whom  they  had  a  mind  to  choofe)  to  gain  the  point 
quietly  of  recommending,  which  my  Lord  Vaughan,  I  am  told,  ijcg- 
ledbed  to  do. 

The  affembly  appointed  a  committee  to  compare  thefe  laws  with  their 
former:  it  is  faid  they  differ  in  many  things,  efpccially  from  thefe  laws 
laft  fent  from  Lord  Vaughan,  which  are  mod  ufefully  framed  for  their 
prefent  benefit. 

Popular  difcourfes  here  as  well  as  in  England ;  and  I  And  a  few  men*s 
notions  have  taken  fuch  place  with  the  leading  men  of  the  aflfembly, 
that  they  rather  f^  themfelves  to  fiame  argun^ents  againft.  the  prefent 
conftitution,  than  to  accommodate  things  under  it.  I  cannot  yet  tell 
you  what  courfe  I  (ball  take  to  remove  this  difficulty ;  but  I  will  do  the 
bed  I  can.  I  find  one  of  the  council  more  faulty  in  this  than  any  man 
in  the  ifland,  but  am  unwilling  to  name  him  till  I  have  tried  the  utmoft 
to  reclaim  him. 

Whilfl:  we  are  here  buly  about  fmall  matters,  I  doubt  your  hands  afe 
full  of  greater,  and  may  therefore  forget  us.  Wc  hear  the  French  and 
Putch  are  agreed. 

I  am^   Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

CARLISLE. 
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Extras  rfa  letMrfram  tb^  Earl  of  Carlijk  tqthe  CommlUee^ 

Qj^b  OSobeTy  1678.        * 

My  Lords^ 
I  HAVE  met  with  the  difEcultioB  here  I  forcfaw,  but  could  neither 
avoid  nor  prefent,  in  England.    TJ*  general  affembly  nacedug  on  the 
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ad  of  September  laft,  I  recommended  and  fcnt  to  them  the  feveral  bilh  A  P  P  B  N- 
1  brbught  over  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  their  confent  to  be  D I X. 
ena&cd ;  but  being  much  diflatisfied  at  the  new  frame  of  government, 
and  their  lofing  their  dciiberative  part  of  power  in  altering  and  amending 
laws,  they  would  not  pafs  any  one  of  them,  but  threw  them  all  out ; 
but  prepared  an  addrcfs,  with  a  bill  of  impoft  upon  wines  and  other 
ftrong  liquors  for  one  year,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof,  in  fuch 
terms  and  form  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it :  but  afterwards  chang- 
ing the  ftyle  of  enafting,  as  directed  in  my  inftruftions,  with  fomc  other 
amendments  to  this  bill,  the  public  neceffitics  of  the  ifland,  having 
contrafted  many  debts  from  new  fortifications  and  falaries  already  due, 
requiring  It,  I  gave  the  royal  affent  j  and  then,  on  the  12th  this  inftanj 
Oftober,  I  diflblved  them.  My  earneft  fuit  to  all  your  lordfhips  is, 
that  you'll  pleafc  to  have  me  in  your  thoughts,  and  the  prcfent  ftate  of 
this  colony  under  your  lordlhips'  confideration,  for  fome  expedient  which 
may  be  elucidatory  to  the  power  given  me  by  my  comntiflion  and  rn- 
ftruftions,  which  may  quiet  the  minds  of  perfons  generally  diflatisfied 
in  this  ifland,  which  is  mod  ceitainly  under  the  greateft  hopes  of  im- 
pfbvement  of  all  the  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  therefore  moft  fit 
fcr  to  be  encouraged,  with  the  king^s  countenance  and  fupport,  with 
g6od  and  acceptable  laws. 

What  bills  1  fhall  fend  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  I  pray  may  be 
dlfpatched  fpeedily  when  brought  before  your  lordfhips,  and  received ; 
aA  order  to  be  pafled  through  all  offices  without  delay,  being  in  part  of 
what  is  fo  very  much  wanting  towards  the  fupport  of  the  good  govern- 
ment of.  this  il^nd. 

NUMBER.    VIIL 

Cofy  of  a  fetter  from  the  Eafl  of  Carlijle  to  the  Committee. 

My  Lx)rds> 

A  FORTNIGHT  ago  I  gate  you  an  account  upon  what  terms 
I  had  parted  with  the  aflembly.  I  have  fince  thoroughly  confidered  of 
What  nrtight  in  this  place  moft  conduce  to  his  majefty's  fervice,  and 
could  not  think  of  any  better  eXpedicfit   rflan  co  fend  die  bearer, 

Mr.* 
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Mr.  Atkinfon,  to  wait  upon  your  lordfhips.  He  was  fecretary  td  Sir 
Thomas  Lynch  and  my  Lord  Vaughan,  and  has  been  enough  acquainted 
with  all  my  proceedings  fince  my  arrival,  fo  as  perfeftly  able  to  fatisfy 
your  lordihips  in  any  thing  you  may  defire  to  know  concerning  the 
place,  and  to  lay  befoic  you  all  the  feveral  interefts  of  his  majcfly 
relating  to  it. 

My  Lords,  I  find  that  the  prefent  form  appointed  for  the  making  and 
paffing  of  laws,  confidering  the  diftance  of  the  place,  is  very  impractica- 
ble, bcfides  very  d.ftafteful  to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  here,  as  you  may 
oblerve  by  the  affembly's  addrefs  to  me  $  and  if  your  lordfhips  will 
pleafe  to  move  his  majelly  to  fend  me  a  general  inftruftion  to  call 
another  aflfcmbly,  and  to  re-ena£k  and  make  what  laws  ^re  fit  for  this 
place,  I  could  then  order  the  matter  to  conclude  efFeftually  to  his 
majefty's  fervicc.  I  have,  by  Mr.  Atkinfon,  fent  you  tl^  drafts  of  fuch 
bills  as  are  the  moft  fundamental,  and  chiefly  concern  his  majelty's. 
intcreft ;  and  I  do  aflurc  you,  that  I  will  not  in  any  material  point  vary 
from  them.  He  will,  when  your  lordlhjps  order  him  to  attend  you, 
lay  them  all  before  you,  and,  I  believe,  give  your  lordihips  fucli 
thorough  fatisfadlion,  that  you  will  reft  afllired  that  what  I  defire  is  for 
his  majefty's  fervice,  and  that  I  fhall  be  enough  enabled  by  it  to  fettle 
every  thing  upon  fo  good  a  foundation,  that  neither  his  majcfty  nor 
your  lordfhips  will  ever  repent  of  having  made  any  deference  to  my 
opinion  :  in  it,  my  lords,  much  fuccefs  depends  upon  the  difpatch,  and 
of  the  circumftances  Mr.  Atkinfon  will  give  you  an  account.  His 
bufinefs  is  wholly  to  attend  your  lordfhips,  and,  I  believe,  he  will  always 
be  in  the  way.  He  has  prayed  me  to  intercede  with  your  lordfhips,  to 
cxcuic  what  errors  he  may  commit,  as  having  been  a  Weft-Indian  for 
thefe  eight  years  paft,  and  do  on  his  behalf  beg  that  favour  of  your 
lordfhips j  but  hope  that  he  will  prove  fodifcHser,' as  to  give  your  lord- 
(hips  no  manner  of  offence.  I  thought  it  the  readiefl  and  beft  way  to 
have  all  things  rightly  undcrftood,  and  do  hope  that  ifibi  will  be  pro- 
duced from  it.  .  r ..  *   . 

I  am,  your  Lordfhips'  moft  humbley  and  obedii^nc  fcrvant, 

CARLISLE. 

'  £i.JjtSodtJaFesa,_  Nov.  I S>  1679,    .  ,    , 
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Extra  gf  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  rfCarliJle  to  Mn  Secretary  Cdvenfry. 

ON  the  id  of  September  laft,  the  general  aflcmbly  met  j  but  under  A  P PE  N* 
fo  much  diffatisfaftion,  from  the  new  frame  of  government,  and  their  D I X. 
lofing  their  deliberative  part  of  power  in  framing,  altering,  and  amend- 
ing laws,  that  they  fpent  near  a  fortnight  very  uncafily  about  fomc  of 
the  laws,  and  would  have  begun  with  the  bill  of  revenue  to  have  thrown 
that  out  firft,  as  a  mark  of  their  difallowing  the  new  method  of  govern- 
ment, being  fo  highly  incenfed  that  they  were  near  queftioning  the 
king's  power  and  authority  to  do  it;  infomuch,  that  I,  taking  the 
inaintcnance  thereof  to  be  in  my  charge,  and  finding  fome  of  the 
council  equally  difgufted  at  the  change  of  government,  and  forcfccing 
jthat  it  was  like  to  encourage  difcontent  in  the  affembly,  to  take  them 
off,  and  leave  the  affembly  upon  their  humour  by  themfelves,  I 

thought  it  abfolutcly  neceffary  to  put  this  qucftion  to  each  of  the 
counfellors,  in  thefe  words :  "  Do  you  fubmit,  and  confent  to  this  pre- 
**  fent  form  of  government  which  his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  order 
"  for  this  ifland  of  Jamaica  ?'*  To  which  the  chief-juftice,  Col.  Long, 
refufcd  to  anfwer,  with  two  more,  CoL  Charles  Whitfield  and  Col- 
Thomas  Freeman.  The  chief  juftice,  being  a  man  of  very  great  influ- 
ence upon  the  affembly,  I  prefently  fufpended,  and  gave  the  other  two 
(left  dangerous)  till  morning  to  confider  on  it ;  and  then  the  chief^ 
juftice  lent  to  me  his  fubmiffion  under  his  hand,  and  Col.  Freeman 
fubmitted  j  but  Col.  Charles  Whitfield,  otherwife  a  very  good  man^ 
went  away  into  the  country. 

The  affembly  received  and  examined  all  the  laws  I  brought  over,  and 
drew  up  their  reafons  againft  paffing  thems  of  each,  many  were  very  frivo- 
lous, and  the  beft  was,  becaufe  they  were  not  compared  with  and  amended 
by  the  laft  laws  of  my  I-ord  Vaughan's,  now  with  you,  and  received  fomc 
two  days  before  my  coming  away,  the  fleet  then  ftaying  in  the  Downs, 
and  my  departure  much  preff^d  upon  the  expectation  of  war.    Thefe- 

V'oi:.  I.  N  n  Tcafon^i 
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fCJ^bns^ainft  the  reventie  bill  I  anfwered  individually;  but  no  means 
or  endeavours  either  I  myfelft  the  council,  or  both  could  ufe,  would 
prevail  with  them  to  pafs  any  one  of  them ;  and  I  look  upon  this  to  be 
their  chief  reafon,  that  by  not  pafling  them  they  might  the  better  fhew 
their  diflike  of  that  new  way  of  goverhnnent ;  though  they  urge  this  for 
jheir  enjoying  a  power  of  altering  and  amending  laws,  the  neccflity  of 
changing  them  as  often  a^  occafions  do  require,  and  the  diftance  from 
this* place  is  fo  great,  that  before  the  king's  approbation  can  be  obtained 
to  a  law,  and  returned  hither,  it  may  be  fit  for  the  public  good  either  to 
lay  that  law  afide,.  or  rfiuch  to  change  and  alter  it  j  and,  indeed,  in  this 
part  of  the  objeftion  I  think  they  are  in  the  right,  for  that  they  will 
waift  temporary  laws  till  the  colony  be  better  grown:  and,  upon  tho- 
rough confideration  of  the  whole  matter  in  this  pare,  I  am  of  opinion 
it  is  very  advifeable  and  requifite  that  there  fhould  be  leave  and  power 
fironi  the  king  to  make  laws  (not  relating  to  his  m^efty's  power  or  pre-* 
rogative)  to  endure  for  fome  term  till  his  royal  approbation  may  be  had 
.therein }  and  of  this  I  do  earneftly  entreat  your  care. 

Having  ufed  all  methods  poflible  with  the  feveral  members  aparf;^ 
and  jointly  with  the  body  of  the  aflembly,  for  the  paf&ng  the  laws,  I 
was»  after  many  cbnfifrences  and  debates,  and  feveral  adjournments^ 
fruflrated,  and  they  threw  them  all  out.  Afterwards,  in  a  full  body,  by 
the  fpcaker  th^y  gave  me  the  mcloied  addrefs>  and  prefented  to  me  a 
bill  for  a  public  impoft,  prepared,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof,  in 
iuch  terms  and  forms  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it  in ;  but  at  laft  ia 
fome  part  coniented  to  fuch  amendments  as  I  and  the  council  thought 
£t,  changing  the  ftyle  of  enafting  as  direfted  in  my  inftrudions,  but 
rcftrsuning  it  to  one  year«  from  a  fear  that,  if  they  Qiould  have  made  it 
perpetual,  they  fhould  be  affembled  no  more,  but  be  governed  by 
governor  and  council  as  they  were  in  CoL  D^Oyley's  time,  when  they 
enafted  laws>  not  only  for  the  levenue  but  other  occafions,  by  governor 
and  council,  and  fome  part  of  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton's  time,  as  appears 
by  our  council-book  upon  the  places  and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had 
an  inftru&ion  to  continue  this  revenue  by  order  of  governor  and  council^, 
the  aflembly  in  his  life-time  pafltng  it  perpetual ;  and  in  Sir  Thomas 
l^ynch's  tiaie  the  aflembly  made  it  perpetual,,  but,  for  want  of  the  king's 

f  confeot^ 
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confcnt^  they  both  are  fallen;  but  oow»  the  aflcmbly  %»  thejr  are4)f  a  APFEfT^ 

better  uaderftanding  than  to  give  the  reins  out  of  thdr  own  hands*  DtX, 

To  this  bilU  the  ifland's  afiairs  being  under  great  prefiures  from 

public  debts  contradted  for  the  new  fortifications  and  falartes  already 

due>  I  gave  the  royal  aflent^  and  theiit  being  the  £2th  inftant^  I 

diifolved  them. 

Which  having  done^  and  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  behavioui^  of 

the  aflembly  in  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  government  I  ftood 

charged  wid)>  moft  of  them  being  m  military  trufts^  I^put  this  queftioa 

to  each  of  them :  *'  Do  you  fubmit  to  this  form  of  government  whidi 

^<  his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  order  for  this  ifland  <>f  Jamaica  V 

to  which  feveral  of  them  neither  gave  me  a  dutiful  nor  dieatful  aofwer  i 

fome  didj  and  at  this  fome  are  much  diflatisfied* 


N  U  M  B  E  R      X. 

May  It  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 
W  E>  the  members  chofen  by  his  maj|efty*s  writ  to  be  the  general  af^ 
fembly  for  this  his  ifland  of  Jamaicai  do>  with  ^  great  deal  of  thankful* 
nfi&,  acknowledge  the  princely  care  which  his  msgefty  hath  been  ever 
pleafed  to  have  of  this  his  colony,  and  of  which  your  excellency  hath 
Ukemle  given  to  us  very  late  and  freih  aflur^nces :  and,  in  obedience  to 
his  majefty's  commands,  we  have  perufed  the  feveral  bills  which  your 
excellency  fent  us  i  and^  having  duly  examined  the  matters  contained 
in  them,  we  could  not  gnr?  Pur  CQnfent  to  any  of  them^  there  being 
divers  fundamental  errors,  which  we  particularly  Qbfcrved^  and  did  caufe 
them  to  be  entered  in  our  journal  y  an^  from  the  conliderarion  of  them 
we  cannot  but  refle£t,  aqd  dp  humbly  beg  ypi^r  excellency  to  reprefenc 
unto  his  moft  facred  majefty,  the  great  inconveniencies  which  are  like 
tp  redound  unto  this  his  ifland  by  this  ifiethod  ^d  m^ner  of  pafling  of 
laws>  which  is  abfolutely  imprafticable^  T^iji  will  not  only  tend  to  the 
great  difcouragement  of  the  prefent  pU^nters,  bvit  li]cew4fe  pMt  a  very 
fetal  flop  to  wy  fufthcr  prpfe^ution  of  the  inqproverne^t  pf  this  place^ 
th^re  being  nothing  that  invites  people  mor«  to  fettle  and  remove  their 

N  n  a  family 
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A  O  D  E  family  anc!  (locks  into  this  remote  part  of  the  worW,  than  the  afllirance 
II.  they  have  always  bad  of  being  governed  in  fuch  manner  as  that  none  of 
their  rights  flibUld  be  loft,  fo  long  as  they^  were  within  the  dominions 
of  the  kingdom  of  England  :  nor  can  we  believe  that  his  majefty  would 
liave  made»  fhis  alteration,  had  he  been  truly  informed  of  his  own,  in- 
terefts,  and  of  that  which  is  proper  and  natural  for  the  conftitution  of 
this  ifland. 

My  lord,  you  that  are  now  our  governor,  and  here  upon  the  place, 
trannot  but  dift'ibguifh  both,  and  plainly  fee  that  which,  at  great  diftancc, 
is  impoffible  to  be  known,  being  always  diftinguiftied  with  the  falfe  co- 
lours of  intereft  and  defign.  It  is  'to  you,  therefore,  we  addrefs  oiir- 
felves  ;  and  do  humbly  beg  you  to  aflure  his  majefty,  which  we  da  from 
the  bottom  of  our  hearts  unfeignedly  declare,  that  we  are  his  true,  faith- 
ful, and  loyal  fubjefts.  In  the  next  place,  fir,  we  humbly  beg  you  to 
Jay  before  his  majefty  the  true  condition  of  this  ifland,  and  the  feveral 
icircumftances  wherein  it  ftands:  the .  fituation  and  natural  advantages 
of  the  place  will  very  probably,  by  God's  blefling,  in  a  very  (hort  time, 
i;nake  it  very  confiderablc.  It  were  pity,  therefore,  that  any  ftop  in  it& 
infancy  (hould  be  put  to  it,  which  may  hinder  its  future  growth*,,  and. 
difappoint  thofe  hopes  which  his  majefty  hath  ever  had,  and  which  will 
ho  doubt  of  it  come  to  pafs,  that,  if  this  ifland  be  encouraged  by  good 
government  and  wholcfome  laws,  it  will  efFe6hially  ferve  very  many  in- 
terefts,  both  of  his  majefty's  crown  and  the  nation's  trade. 

Sir,  the  prefcnt  form  of  the  government,  as  it  is  now  appointed,  has: 
thcfc  plain  and  manifeft  inconvenicncies  in  it : 

I  ft.  That  the  diftancc  of  this  place  renders  it  impoQible  to  be  put  iir 
praftice,  and  docs  not  in  any  manner  fall  under  the  fame  confideration* 
as  Ireland  doeS}  from  which,  we  conclude,  the  example  is  taken. 

ad.  The  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,*  and  confequently  the 
laws  muft  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the  place,  and  muft  alter 
with  it. 

3d.  It  is  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  that  the  people,  by  their  reprcfentativcs, 
bave  a  deliberative  power  in  the  making  of  laws  \  the  negative  and  barely 
refolving  power  being  not  according  to  the  rights  of  Engliflimen,  and 
praftifeiino  where  but  in  thofe  commgnwealths  where  ariflx)cracy  prcvaOs* 

4th.  This 
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4th.  This  manner  of  form  of  the  government  brings  all  things  ab-   A  P  P  E"N- 
folute,  and  puts  it  into  the  power  of  a  governor  to  do  what  he  pleafcs,       I>  I X. 
which  is  not  his  majeffy's  intcreft,  and  may  be  a  temptation  for  even 
good  men  to  commit  great  partialities  and  errors. 

5th.  The  method  which  has  been  always  ufed,  both  in  this  ifland  and 
all  other  colonies,  in  the,  making  of  laws,  was  a  greater  fecurity  to  his 
majcfly's  prerogative  than  the  prefent  form,-  for  a  governor. durft  not 
confent  to  any  thing  againft  his  intereft ;  and  if  he  did,  the  fignification 
of  the  king's  pleafure  determined  the  laws^fo  that  his  raajefty  had  thereby 
a  double  negative* 

Thus,  fir,  we  have  truly  laJd  before  your  excellency  our  real  fenfe ; 
and  do  hope  thai  your  excellency,  being  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  will  certainly  arife  to  this  place  from  the  reafons  we  have 
given,  will  in  that  manner  reprcfcnt  our  cohditibn  to  his  majcfty,  that  he 
may  be  thereby  induced  to  give  an  inftrudkm  to  your  excellency,  to  pafa 
fuch  laws  as  are  municipal  and  fit  for  us,  and  in  the  fame  manner  which' 
has  ever  been  pradifed  in  this  ifland  and  other  his  majefty's  colonies;: 
we  having  no  other  claim  in  it  than  to  exprefs  our  duty  to  the  king,  and 
our  unfeigned  fervice  and  gratitude  to  your  excellency,  for  mediating, 
that  which  is  fb  much  for  his  majefty's  and  the  ifland's  intereft. 

And  we  do  here  likewife  prefent  unto  your  excellency  a  bill  for  the 
saifing  a  public  impoft  unto  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  iuccellbrs,  for  the 
fupport  of  this  his  government ;  and  do  hereby  beg  your  excellency  to. 
accept  of  it  as  a  real  demonftration  of  our  loyalty  to  our  prince  and  fer- 
vice to  your  excellency,  with  aflurance  that  we  (hall,  upon  all  occafions^. 
be  ready  to  exprefs  fuch  further  teftimonies  of  the  fame  as  may  be  fuii:-- 
able  to  our  duty  and  allegiance. 


NUM3JEIt 


«78  HISTORY     OP      THE 


NUMBER      XI. 

A  the  court  at  imteball,  4th  (fJprilj  1679, 

VxESCNTj  the  Klng^s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  the  Rig^t  honourable  the  Lords  of  die  Com- 
mittee for  Trade  and  Plantations  did  this  day  make 
Report  unto  his  Majefty  in  Council, 

THAT  having,  in  purfeance  of  bis  majefty 's  order,  confidered 
die  prefent  ftate  and  conftiturion  of  Jamaica,  and  the  government  thereof, 
as  it  is  fettled  by  his  majefty's  command,  their  lordAips  lee  no  reafbns 
why  any  alterations  Ihould  be  made  in  the  mediod  of  making  laws  ac^ 
cording  to  the  ufage  of  Ireland,  for  which  their  lordihips  are  preparing 
reaibns  to  evince  the  necelfity  and  legality  of  the  fame«  And  that 
whereas  a  fliip  is  now  lying  in  the  Downs,  bound  for  that  ifland,  their 
lordftiips  adirife,  that  the  Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do, 
by  this  conveyance,  inform  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  of  his  majefty 's  pleafbre 
herein,  with  direAions  that  all  things  be  difpofed  to  this  end  ;  and  that, 
in  the  men  time,  the  prefent  laws  enabled  by  Lord  Vaughan  be  con^ 
tinued  by  proclamation,  or  otherwife,  until  his  majefty's  pleafure  be 
further  known ;  as  alio  that  his  lordftiip  do,  by  the  firft  conveyance, 
fend  over  an  authentic  copy  of  the  aft  for  a  public  impoft,  lately  enafted 
d)ere^  according  to  his  lordfliip's  inftruftions  for  matters  of  that  nature. 

His  majefty,  having  thought  fit  to  approve  thereof,  wa^ 
pleafed  to  order,  as  ic  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Right 
honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  fignify  his  ma- 
jefty's  pleafure  unto  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  according  to 
the  faid  report. 


NUMBER 
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DIX. 
Ar  the  Court  at  fFbitebalh  the  2Xfb  of  May,  i$79> 

Pjlbs£nt>  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  CounciU 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report 
from  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
for  Trade  and  Plantations^  in  the  words  following.;, 
viz* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  have>  in  obedience  to  your  majcfty's  commands,  entered  into* 
the  prefent  ftate  of  your  majcfty's  iftanfd  of  Jamaica,  in  order  to  propofc 
iuch  means  as  may  put  an  end  to  the  great  difcouragement  your  ma* 
jefty^s  good  fubjefh  there  lie  under  by  the  unfcttled  condition  thereof, 
occafioned  by  the  refufal  of  the  laws  lately  offered  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle 
to  the  aflembly  for  their  confent ;  at  which  proceedings  diffatisfaftion  ap» 
pears  to  have  riftn  in  the  manner  following : 

By  the  commiflion  granted  by  your  m^efty  unto  the  Lord  Vaughan> 
and  feveral  preceding  governors,  it  was  your  royal  pleadire  to  entruft 
the  aflembly  of  Jamaica  with  a  power  to  frame  and  enaft  laws,  by  the 
advice  and  confent- of  the  governor  and  council ;' which  laws  were  to  con* 
tinue  in  force  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  no  longer  t  but  (b  it  hath 
happened,  that  your  majefty,  finding  the  inconveniencies  which  did  at* 
tend  that  power  and  manner  of  making  laws,  by  the  irregular,  violent,, 
and  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the  afl^bly,  was  pleafed,  with  the 
advice  of  yoiff  privy  council,  to  provide,  by  the  Earl  of  CarUfle's  com- 
mii&on,  that  no  laws  fhould  be  enaded  in  Jamaica,  but  fuch  as,  being, 
framed  by  the  governor  and  council,  and  tranfmitted  unco  your  majefly 
for  your  royal  approbation,  were  afterwards  remitted  ta  Jamaica,  and 
confented  unto  by  the  aflembly  there  5  and,  in  purfuance  thereof,,  the 
Ead  of  Carliflc  carried  over  a  body  of  laws  xinder  the  great  feal  of  Eng« 

landi^ 


irSo  HISTORY      Ol?      THE 

BOOK  land ;  which  laws,  upon  his  lordfhip's  arrival  there,  have  been  rgefted 
jl.  by  the  general  aflfembly,  upon  grounds  and  reafons  contained  in  an  ad- 

drefs  to  your  majefty's.gavernor,  .and  in  divers  letters  received  from  his 
lordfhip  in  chat  behalf. 

ift.  In  thc.firft  place,  werfind,  they  are  unfatisfied  with  the  claufe  in 
nhe  militia  bill,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  the  governor  may,  upon  all 
occafioos' or  emergencies,  a6i:  as  governor  in  chief,  according  to.  and  in 
purfuance  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  your  ma* 
jefty's  commiifion.;  fearing  that  thereby  they  fhall  make/it  legal  to  ex- 
ecute all  inftrudions  that  either  are  or  fhall  be  ient  your  majefty's  go- 
vernor. 

2dly.  They  have  likewife  rejected  the  bill  for  railing  a  public  revenue, 
as  being  perpetual,  and  liable  (as  they  fay)  to  be  diverted. 

3dly.  It  is  objefted,  that  the  faid  laws  contain  divers  fundamental  errors. 

4thly.  That  they  were  not  compared  with,  and  amended  by,  the  lafl: 
laws  fent  over  by  Lord  Vaughan. 

5thly.  That  the  diftance  of  the  place  renders  the  prefent  method  of 
pafling  laws  wholly  impra&icable. 

6thly.  That  the  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  confe- 
quently  the  laws  mult  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the  place,  and  alter 
with  it. 

7thly.  That  thereby  they  lofe  the  fatisfadion  of  a  deliberative  power  in 
making  laws. 

Sthly,  That  this  form  of  government  renders  your  governor  abfo- 
lute. 

9thly.  That  by  the  former  method  of  enabling  laws  your  majefty's 
prerogative  was  better  fecured. 

Thefe  being  the  obje^lions  and  pretences  upon  which  the  ailembly 
has,  with  fo  much  animofity,  proceeded  to  rejed  thofe  bills  tranfinitted 
by  your  majefty,  we  cannot  but  offer,  for  your  majcfty's  information  and 
fatisfafUon,  fuch  a  fhort  anfwer  thereunto  as  may  not  only  give  a  tefti- 
.mpny  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  their  proceedings,  but  alfo  furnifh  your 
.^vernor,  when  occafion  fhall  ferve,  with  fuch  arguments  as  may  be  fit 
to  be  ufed  in  juflification  of  your  majefly's  commifllon  and  powers 
.  granted  unto  him. 

ifl.  It 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  aSi 

ift*  It  IS  not  without  the  greaceft  prefumption  that  they  go  about  to  A  P  P  E  N- 
queftion  your  oiajefty's  power  over  the  militia  in  that  ifland^  fince  it  has  D I  Xv 
been  allowed  and  declared^  even  by  the  laws  of  this  your  kingdom,  that 
Ihe  ible  fupreme  government,  command,  and  difpofition  of  the  militia, 
and  of  all  forces  by  lea  and  land,  and  of  all  forts  and  places  of  ftrength» 
IS  refiding  in  your  majefty,  within  all  your  ms^elly's  realms  and 
dominions. 

od.  The  obje&ion  made  againft  the  bill  for  the  public  revenue  hath  as 
litde  ground,  fince  its  being  perpetual  is  no  more  than  what  was  formerly 
offered  by  them  unto  your  majefty,  during  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch,  in  the  fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed  %  nor  can 
it  be  diverted,  fince  provifion  is  thereby  exprefsly  made,  that  the  fame 
(hall  be  for  the  better  fu^^rt  of  that  government  s  befides,  that  it  is  not 
fuitable  to  the  duty  and  modefty  of  fubjefts,  to  fufpeft  your  majefty's 
juftice  or  care  for  the  government  of  that  colony^  whc^e  fetdement  and 
prefervation  have  been  moft  particularly  carried  on  by  your  m^efty's 
tender  regard,  and  by  the  great  expence  of  your  own  treafure. 

3d,  It  cannot  with  any  truth  be  faid,  that  thefe  laws  contain  nuny 
and  great  -errors^  nothing  having  been  done  therein  but  in  purlliance  of 
former  laws,  at  divers  times  enacted  by  the  aflembly,  and  with  the  advice 
of  your  majefty's  privy-council,  as  well  as  the  opinion  and  approbation 
of  your  attorney-general,  upon  perulal  of  the  fame* 

4th.  To  the  fourth  objeftion  it  may  be  anfwered,  that,  if  any  thing 
had  been  found  of  moment  or  importance  in  the  iaft  parcel  of  laws 
cranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your  majefty's  tender  care  of  your 
fubjeds  welfare  would  have  been  fuch  as  not  to  have  fei^it  thofe  bills 
imperfe£b,  or  defeftive  in  any  neceflfary  matter. 

5th.  As  to  the  diftance  of  the  place,  which  renders  (as  they  fay)  the 
prefent  method  of  making  laws  altogether  impracticable,  your  majefty 
having  been  pleafed  to  regulate  the  fame,  by  the  advice  of  your  privy- 
council,  according  to  the  u&ge  of  Ireland,  fuch  care  was  taken  as  that  no 
law  might  be  wanting  which  nught  conduce  to  the  well-being  of  the 
plantation,  and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which  in  all  former 
governments  had  been  thought  neceflfary;  nor  is  it  likely  that  this  colony 
is  fubje£b  to  greater  accidents  than  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  lb  as  to 

Vol.  I.  O  o  require 
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require  a  more  frequent  and  fudden  change  of  laws  in  other  cafes  tfaaa 
fuch  as  are  already  provided  for  upon  emergencies,  or  in  otbcrinanne^ 
chan  is  dire&ed  by  your  majefty's  commifiion ;  whereby  the  inhabitants 
have  free  accefs  to  make  complaints  to  your  governor  and  council,  of 
any  dcfedl  in  any  old  law,  or  to  give  reafons  for  any  Jicw  one,  which, 
being  modelled  by  the  governor  and  council  into  form  of  law,  and 
tranfmittcd  unto  your  majefty,  if  by  your  majefty  and  council 'found 
reafonable,  may  be  tranfmittol  back  thither  to  be  cnafted  a(?cor(iingly. 

6th*  It  was  fufficiently  apparent  unto  your  majefty/  riidt  laws  muft 
alter  with  the  intereft  of  the  place,  when  you  were  gracioudy  pleafed  to 
lodge  fuch  a  power  in  that  governmefWi  as  might  not  only,  from  rime  to 
time,  with  your  majefty's  approbation,  and  by  th^  advice  both  of  your 
privy-council  here  and  of  the  governor  and  council  there,  enaWe  the 
affembly  to  enaft  new  laws  anfwerabk  to  their  growing  neceflities,  but 
even,  upon  urgent  occafions,  to  provide,  by  raifing  money,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  ifland,  without  attending  your  Inajefty's  orders  or  confent. 

yth.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  affembly  have  endeavoured  to 
grafp  all  power,  as  well  as  that  of  a  deliberative  voice,  m  making  laws ; 
but  how  far  they  have  thereby  intrenched  upon  your  majefty's  preroga- 
tive, and  exceeded  the  bounds  of  their  duty  and  loyalty,  upon  this  pre- 
tence, may  appear  by  their  late  exorbitant  and  unwarrantable  proceedings 
during  the  government  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  in  ordering  and  figning  a 
warrant  unto  the  marftial  of  the  ifland,  your  m^efty's  officer  of  juftice, 
for  the  ftopping  and  preventing  the  execution  of  a  fentencc  pafTed, 
according  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  upon  a  notorious  pirate  and 
dtfturber  of  your  majcfty's  peace :  and  they  have  forther  taken  uport 
them,  by  virtue  of  this  deliberative  power,  to  make  laws  contrary  to  thofe 
of  England,  and  to  imprifon  your  majefty*s  fubjeds  ;  nor  h»vc  they  for- 
borne to  raife  money  by  public  afts,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  according 
to  their  will  and  pleafure,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefty^ 
which  has  never  in  like  cafe  been  pradifed  in  any  of  your  majcfty^s 
kingdoms.  How  far,  therefore,  it  is  fit  to  intruft  them  with  a  power 
which  they  have  thus  abufed>  and  to  which  they  have  no  pretcnfion  of 
right,  was  the  fubjeft  of  your  majefty*s  royal  commiflion,  when  you  were 
pleafed  to  put  a  reftraint  upon  thofe  enomnfities^  and  to  take  the  reins  of 

govertiiilleM 
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gO¥cmtncnt  into  your  own  hands,  which  they,  ia  cxprefs  words,  ag^inft  A  P  P  E.N.. 
chcir  duty  and  allegiance,  have  challenged  and  rcfufcd  to  part  with*  ^  ^j  ^* 

8th.  It  cannot' with  any  truth  be  fuppofed,  that,  by  the  prefcnt  form  * 
of  government,  the  governor  is  rendered  abfohite,  fmce  he  is  now,  more 
than  ever,  become  accountable  unto  your  majefty  of  all'his  rtioft  inrtpor- 
iftUt  d^iberaqons  and  a<5:ions,  and  is  not  warranted  to  do  any  thing  but 
Accordir^  to  law  and  your  majefty 's  commiffion  and  inftruftions,  given 
-by  advice  of  your  privy^coupciK 

9th.  And  whether  your  majefty^s  prerogative  is  prejudiced  by  the 
prefcnt  conftructions,  is  more  the  concernment  of  your  majefty,  and 
fubjed  of  your  own  care,  than  of  their  confiderations. 

Laftly,  and  in  general,  wc  humblf  conceive,  that  it  would  be  a  great 

latisfa&ion  to  your  fubjefts  there,  inhabiting,   and   an  invitation   to 

ftrangers,  when  they  fhall  know  what  laws  they  are  to  be  governed  by, 

.and  a  great  eafe  to  the  planters  not  to  be  continually  obliged  to  attend 

,thc  affemblies  to  re-eaaA  old  laws,  which  your  majefty  has  now  thought 

•  fit,  in  a  proper  form,  to  afcertain  and  eftablilh  i  whereaa  the  late  powet 
of  making  temporary  laws  could  be  underftood  to  be  of  no  longer  cotih 
.tinuance  than  until  fuch  wholefonoe  laws,  founded  upon  fo  many  years 
.experience,  (hould  be  agreed  on  by  the  pebple,  and  finally  enafted  hf 

•  your  m^fty, .  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  been  pradifed  in  either  of  your 
majefty's  dominions  to  whjch  your  £ngU(h  fubjedts  have  cranfplanted 
themfelvej.  For  a$  they  cannot  pretend  to  farther  privileges  than  have 
been  granted  to  them,  either  by  charter  Or  fome  folenjn  aft  under  your 
great  feal,  fo,  having  from  the  firft  beginning  of  that  plantation  been 
governed  by  fuch  inftruftions  as  were  given  by  your  majefty  unto  your 
governors,  according  to  the  power  y6ur  majefty  had  originally  over  them, 
and  which  you  have  by  no  one  authentic  aft  ever  yet  parted  with,  and 

.having  never  had 'toy  other  right  to  aHemblies  than  from  the  permiffion 
of  the  governors,  and  that  only  temporary  and  for  probation,  it  is  to  be 
wondered  how  they  ftould  prefume  to  provoke  your  majefty,  by  pre- 
tending a  right  to  that  which  hath  been  allowed  them  merely  out  of 
favour,  and  difcourage  your  majefty  from  future  favours  of  that  kind, 
when  what  your  majefty  ordered  for  a  temporary  experiment,  to  fee  what 
form  would  beft  fuit  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  the  iftand,  Ihall  be  con- 
ftrued  to  be  a  total  refignation  of  the  power  inherent  in  your  majefty, 

•  O  o  2  and 
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BOOK    and  a  devolution  of  it  to  themfelves  and  their  wills,  mthout  which  net* 
n^        thcr  law  nor  government,  the  eflential  ingredients  of  their  fubfiftence 
and  well-being,  may  take  place  among  thenv 

Since,  therefore,  it  is  evident,  that  the  aflemUy  of  Jamaica  have, 
without  any  juft  grounds,  and  with  (b  much  animofity  and  undutifut* 
riefs,  proceeded  to  rejeft  the  marks  of  your  majefty's  favour  towardls 
them,  and  that  your  majefty's  refolutions  in  this  cafe  are  like  to  be  the 
meaifure  of  refpe£b  and  obedience  to  your  royal  commands  in  other 
colonies ;  we  can  only  offirr,  as  a  cure  for  irregularities  paft  and  a  remedy 
againfi:  all  further  inconveniencies,  that  your  majefty  would  pleafe  to 
authorize  and  empower  your  governor  to  call  another  aflembly,  and  to 
reprefent  unto  them  the  ffeat  convenience  and  expediency  of  accepting 
and  confenting  unto  foch  laws  as  your  majefty  has  under  your  great  feal 
tranfmitted  unto  them  $  and  that,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  his  lordlhip  be  fur- 
niflied  with  fueh  powers  as  were  formerly  given  unto  Col.  D'Oyley, 
your  firft  governor  of  Jamaica^  and  fince  unto  other  governors,  whereby 
his  lordfiiip  may  be  enabled  to  govern  according  to  the  tawa  of  England, 
*  where  the  different  nature  and  conftitution  of  that  colony  may  conveni- 
ently permit  the  fame ;  anc^  in  other  cafes  to  aft,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  in  iuch  manner  as  ihall  be  held  neceffary  and  proper  for  the 
good  government  of  that  i^antarion,  until  your  majefty's  further  orders  ;^ 
and  that,  by  aU  opportunities  of  conveyance,  the  governor  do  give  your 
mqefty  a  conftant  and  particular  account  of  all  bis  proceedings,  in  pue« 
foance  of  your  inftruftions  hereinK 

All  which  is  moft  humbly  f^bmkted,  &^. 

Upont  reading  pf  which  report^  and  full  debate  thereupon^ 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  approve  the  fame :  and  the 
Right  honourable  Mr.  Secreury  Coventry  b  hereby 
direfted  to  prepare  fuch  fuitable  orders  and'  inftrudiona. 
as  may  anfwer  the  feveral  pares  and  advices  conuined 
in  the  laid  repoct. 

jRokri  Stmilfwelk 
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NUMBER     XIII.. 
Extraa  of  a  later  firm  tke  Ommiiru  t^  Ai  Earl  of  Cartijle^  ^  "-' 

A FTER  our  very  hearty  comaiendation  unto  your  lordlhip^  wc  have  A  P P  E  N 
received  two  letters  from  you,  the  one  of  the  a4th  of  Q5tober,  the  other      D I X. 
•f  the  15th  of  November,  167?;  both  of  which  gave  us  an  account 
of  die  diftafte  die  affembly  had  aprcffed  at  die  new  frame  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  their  throwing  out  all  the  bills  tranfinittcd  under  the  great 
feal  $  and  your  lord&ip  having  diesein  recommended  unto-  u&  the  fpcedy 
di^atch  of  die  bills  fent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  for  paOing  them 
through  the  officer  here,  wc  did  thereupon  take  the  fiune  into  our  confix 
deration :  but  finding  that  they  contained  ftich  daufes  aa  we  had  formerly 
(your  lordfhip  being  preient)  di&llowed  in  the  laws  enaded  by  the  Lord 
Vaughan,  as  moft  prejudicial  to  his  majefty's  rights  and  prerogative, 
one  of  them  appropriating  and  difpofing  of  the  quit--rents^  in  the  fame 
terms  as  was  formerly  dbne,  ia  much  to  his  majefty's  diflatisfaftion ; 
another,  declaring  the  laws  of  England  ta  be  in  force,  which  claufe  (your 
lordfhip  cannot  but  remember)  was  poftponed  here,  upon  very  ferious 
deliberadon  i  befides  divers  other  particukrs,  altogether  unfit  to  be  pafled 
by  his  majefty :  we  have,  withal,  perufed  the  feveral  letters  which  yoos 
Im-dfliip  had  written  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry^  in  relation  to  your 
government :  and  as  for  the  laws,  we  could  not  advife  his  majefty  ts> 
proceed  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  giving  power  to  call  another 
aflembly,  and  to  oflTer  unto  them  the  lame  laws  your  lordihip  carried  over» 
as  being  the  moft  ufefiilly  framed  and  fettled  for  the  good  of  the  ifland 
and  his  majefty's  fervice :  and  that,  in  cafe  of  refiifal,.  you  might  be 
enabled  to  govern  according  to  commiflions  and  inftru^ions  given  unto 
fermer  governors^  as  your  lordfhip  will  more  fully  undcrftand  by  our 
report  unto  his  majefty,  and  the  order  of  council  thereupon,  to  which  we 
cefer  your  lordfhip,  as  fetting  forth  at  large  the  grounds  and  reafons. 
inducing  the  refolutions  his  majefly  has  now.  taken. 

NUMBER 
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.NUMB:E.R     XIV, 

Exim£f  of  a  latfrfrm  tbi  Eart  of  Cariific  to  Mr.  Suretlny  Goiientry^ 

$t.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  y>tb  Aitg.  167.9. 

YOUR  packet  by  Captain  Buckingham,  having  inciofed  his  msyefty** 

letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  laft,  and  an  order  in  council  of  the  a8th  of 

May,  1679,  together  with  the  animadverfions  of  the  council,  upon  fevcrai 

points  of  the  22d  of  May  laft,  and  two  kccers  from  yourfcif,  I  received 

the  26th  inft.  at  night.     The  next  morning  I  read  them'  in  <^ounciL 

The  aflembly  then  having  fat  fome  (even  days,  to  renew  the  bill  for  a 

revenue,  the  laft  being  juft  expiring,  I  fcnt  for  the  general  amenably,  and 

read  the  order  of  council  and  the  king's  letter  thereupon  to  them,,  which 

X  hope  will  have  fome  good  effed  \  but  they  came  in  as  good  time  f6 

much  contrary  to  their  expeftation,    I  herewith  fend  you  a  copy  of  their 

^ddrefs  thereupon,  which  they  prcfented  to  me  the  28th  j  and  findii^ 

them  nettled  and  warm,  I  thought  it  difcretion  to  let  them  take  time  to 

digeft  their  thoughts ;   and,  having  continued  the  revenue  bill  for  fix 

months  longer  from  the   ift  of  September  next,  I  paflbi  it,  aad  then 

|>rorogued  them  till  the  28  th  of  O^ober  following. 


NUMBER      XV. 

C&fy  of  a  vote  of  the  Jffembly,  jfug.  22,  1(579. 

DIE     VENERIS. 

THE  committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Martyn's  accounts  re* 
ported,  that  Mr.  Martyn,  appearing  before  them,  faid,  that  my  lord  had 
ordered  him  to  come  and  tell  them,  that,  both  from  the  king  and  from 
my  lord,  he  was  not  obliged  to*  fliew  his  accounts  to  the  aflembly ;  but 
that  he  had  given  them  unto  my  lord^  and  his  excellency  had  told  him, 

Chat| 
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thjrt,  if  any  of  the  affembly  had  a  mmd  to.  fee  them,  they  might  fee  them  AP  P  E  N. 

there.  ,      .  r   ^      ^^^' 

■  The  houfc,  coofidering  the  return  of  the  committee  ordered  to  infpca 

Mr.  Martyn's  accounts,  re-afllaned  that  debate,  and  thereupon  did  vote, 
that,  notwithftanding  my  lord's  anfwer  by  Mr.  Martyn  to  that  committee, 
it  was  and  is  their  undoubted  and  inherent  right,  that  as  all  bills  for 
money  ought  and  do  arife  in  their  houfe,  fo  they  ought  to  appoint  the 
difpofal  of  it,  and  to  receive  and  examine  all  the  accounts  concerning: 
the  fame. 

Ffra  Ccpia. 

Rowland  Pow£i.t«. 


NUMBER     XVI. 

\ 

t 

Extras  of  a  Utter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  to  the  Committ^e^ 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega^  i  ^th  Sept.  1 67  9*^ 
My  Lords, 

YOUR  lonUhips  letters  of  the  125th  of  March,  4th  of  April,  and 
51ft  of  May  laft,  I  teceived  on  the  26th  of  Augufl^  as  alfo  your  lord*^ 
jhips  orders  and  reports  to  bis  m^efty,  touching  the  laws  and  govern^ 
meht  of  Jamaica ;  which  I  communicated  to  the  council  (the  aflfembly 
then  fitting  to  continue  the  revenue  bill,  expiring  the  2d  of  September) 
on  the  27th  of  Auguft;  and  aicerwards>  the  fame  day,  I  communicated^ 
the  council  being  prcfent,  his  majefty's  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Maylaft, 
and  your  lordihips  order  and  report  of  the  fame  date^  to  the  afiemblyi. 
which  came  to  me  as  feafonably  as  they  received  them  furprifedly, 
making  me  the  next  morning  the  inclofed  addrefs  ;  upon  which,  having- 
paiTed  a  bill  of  impoft  for  fix  months,  I  prorogued  them,  by  advice  of 
tbe  council,  till  the  28th  of  Oftober  next,  hoping  in  that  time  they  would 
fall  of  their  heat,-  and,  upon  recolle6tion,  better  bethink  themfelves  of 
tteir  duties  and  allegiance,  and  upon  my  offering  them  again  the  laws, 
which  I  propofe  to  do  upon  their  firft  meeting,  better  demonftrate  theii^ 
obedience  by  readily  giving  their  confent  that  they  might  be  enafted. 
•    9  But,, 
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BOOK        But,  from  what  I  can  Icam  from  the  chief  leaders  among  them,  I 
II.  find  the  fame  avcrfcnefs  as  fomicrly,  averring  that  they  will  flibmit  m 

'  wear,  but  «evcr  confent  to  make,  chains,  as  they  term  this  frame  of 
government,  for  their  pofterities  $  {o  that  I  fcarce  ezpefk  better  fiiccds  $ 
€)f  which  I  have  writ  at  large  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry* 


NUMBER      XVIL 
Extra  ff  of  a  Utter  frtm  the  Earl  of  CarliJU  to  Mr^  Secretary  Qyoentrj. 

St.Jiigo  de  la  Vega^  i^d  November^  1679, 
Sir, 

THE  aflembly  meeting  on  the  iSth  of  Odober,  I,  with  the  council, 
went  to  them  i  commanded  the  council's  report  of  the  aSth  of  May,  and 
his  majefty's  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  kft,  to  be  read  again  to  them  s 
prefled  them  very  much  to  confider  how  much  it  imported  at  this 
)un&ure  for  the  intereft  of  the  ifland,  that  they  fliould  pais  thele  laws 
I  brought  to  them  under  the  great  leal  of  England,  or  at  lead  part  of 
them  i  defiring  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  aflembly  would  there  and 
then  argue  the  realbnablenefs  of  their  objeftion,  which  none  of  them 
would  undertake ;  and  fo  I  left  the  body  of  laws  with  them.  They 
having  the  laft  ieiBon  pafTed  a  vote,  that  the  raifing  money  and  diijpofing 
of  it,  was  the  inherent  right  of  (he  aflfembly  (of  which  I  had  no  account, 
either  from  the  members  or  their  fpeaker,  in  fourteen  days  afterwards, 
they  prefuming  it  to  be  their  privilege  that  their  proceedings  fhould  be 
kept  fecret  from  me)  I  then  appointed  and  fwore  them  a  clerk,  which 
before  ufed  to  be  of  their  own  choice ;  and  this  they  are  very  uneaiy 

under. 

They  proceeded  to  read  over  the  body  of  laws  :  notwithftanding  the 
great  care,  pains,  and  trouble  I  had  taken  with  them,  both  apart  indi- 
vidually as  well  as  afTembled  togetheri  they  threw  out  and  rejected  all 
the  laws,  again  adhering  to  their  former  reafons,  rather  than  admitting 
or  honouring  thofe  from  their  lordfliips  for  rules  of  obedience. 

I  thereupon  prcfently,  with  the  council,  framed  a  bill  of  revenue  inde- 
finite^ 
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5nite,  and  fen t  diat  to  them:  but  that  had  no  better  fuccefs ;  and  they  A  P  PEN- 

then  attended  me  with  the  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  which      D I X. 

I  herewith  fend  you  i  as  alfo  the  humble  defire  of  juftification  of  his 

4T)ajefty's  council  thereupon*  which  I  and  they  earneftly  defire  your  favour 

4n  humbly  prefentiog  to  his  niajefty,  being  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  all 

the  council:  but  CoT,  Samuel  Long  (chicf-juilice  of  the  ifland,  whom  I 

hsLvt  found  all  along  fince  my  arrival  here  to  be  a  moft  pertinacious 

abettor  and  cheriiher  of  the  aflembly*s  ftubbomnefs  in  oppofing  this  new 

frame  of  government,  having  had  a  hand,  being  their  ^eakcr,  in  the 

leaving  the  king's  name  out  of  the  revenue  bill)  refufes  to  join  with  the 

council  in  this  their  genuine  aft,  and  has  fufficiently  poffeffed  himfclf  of 

the  opinion  of  the  affcmbly,  by  advifing  and  affifting  them  in  the  framing 

•of  their  addrefs :  thinking  their  refolutions  to  be  unalterable  as  his  own, 

he  is  withdrawn  to  his  plantation,  fonr^e  thirty  miles  off  from  this  town, 

vvherc  at  this  junfture  we  have  moft  need  of  council 

Upon  ferious  and  deliberate  confideratbn  of  all  which,  I  have  fent  him 
bis  quietus  j  and  appointed  Col.  Robert  Byndlofs  chief-juftice  in  his  place, 
of  whofe  fidelity  to  the  king's  intereft  I  have  many  proofs,  having  for- 
merly executed  the  place,  and  was  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupremc 
court, 

I  have  alfo  fufpended  CoL  Long  from  being  one  of  the  council, 
purpofing,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  bring  or  fend  him,  with  fix 
more  of  the  aflcnribly,  to  attend  the  king  and  council  in  England  to 
fupport  dieir  own  opinions,  reafons,  -and  addrefs,  wherein  they  are  not 
ordinarily  pofitivc ,  and  this  I  do  from  the  council  here  unanimoufly 
agreeing,  that  there  is  no  other  nor  better  expedient  for  the  fettlement 
of  this  governmeiit  to  a  general  confent. 

NUMBER     XVIIL 
Extralf  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  to  the  Committee. 
j^  St.  Jago  de  la  VegOt  i^dNov.  1^79. 

MINE  of  the  tenth  of  Scptemljcr  laft  to  your  lordfliips  I  hope  you 
have  received  i  and  what  I  therein  fent  your  lordlhips,  as  my  conicdture 
Vot.I.  Pp  • 
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B^  O  O  K  in  profpeft,  fince  the  general  affembly's  tnectiiig,  on  the  aSth  of  Oifto* 
!!•         ber  laft,  have  found  to  be  no  vain  prophecy. 

Upon  the  aflembly's  meeting  on  that  day,  I,  with  the  council,  went 
to  the  place  where  they  were  met,  and  again,   in  the  prefence  of  the 
council  and  the  aflembly,  commanded  to  be  read  your  lordfhips  report 
of  the  !28th  of  May  laft  pad  made  to  his  majefty,  as  alfo  his  majefty's 
commands  to  myfclf  of  the  31ft  of  the  fame;  and  thereupon  ofl^red  to 
the  aflembly  the  body  of  laws  brought  over  under  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
land for  their  confcnt ;  at  the  fame  time  declaring  to  them  the  great 
expediency  it  would  be  to  all  the  officers  of  the  iftafid,  and  reafbn  to 
perfuade  his  majefty  they  were  another  people  than  reprefented  at  home; 
that  it  would  induce  the  king  to  gratify  them  in  what  was  nece/Tary ; 
and  that,  otherwife,  they  could  not  appear  but  in  great  contempt,  to  the 
lefTening  of  the  ifland's  intereft  in  his  royal  favour :  and  what  I  urged 
in  general  to  them  at  their  meeting,  I  had  not  been  wanting  to  prefs  to 
them  apart  individually  before  it :  then  fwore  them  a  clerk  of  my  ap- 
pointing, which  they  took  not  well,  alledging  it  was  their  right  to  choofe 
their  own  clerk,     I  told  them,  no  j  for  that  the  king  did  grant  by  patent 
the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  fo  that  they  were  uneafily  ovfer- ruled;    The 
reafon  of  my  doing  this  was  from  their  having  an  opinion  that  the  votes 
of  the  houfe  fhoutd  be  kept  a  fecrct  from  me,  and  their  pafllng  a  vote 
the  former  feffions,  that  to  raife  money,  and  difpofe  of  the  fame,  was  a 
right  inherent  in  the  aflembly,  of  which  I  had  no  notice,  in  fbme  four- 
teen days  after,  from  any  of  them  or  their  fpeaker, 

I  much  urged  the  whole  aflembly  freely  to  argue,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  council  and  their  own  members,  for  the  reafonablenefe  of  the  matter 
commanded  by  the  king,  that,  upon  their  difcourfing  it  openly  and 
freely,  they  might  be  the  better  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  their  being^ 
dutiful  therein :  but  none  of  them,  in  my  prefence  and  the  council's,, 
would  undertake  it ;  fo  we  left  them,  and  the  body  of  laws  with  them* 

Some  days  they  fpent  in  reading  over  again  the  body  of  laws  under 
the  great  feal  left  with  them  ^  but  reje6led  the  many  arguments  I  had 
laboured  them  with,  and  threw  all  the  laws  out  again :  whereupon  they 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  addrefs,  to  be  prefent^d  by  me  to 
his  majefty  on  their  bchalfs :  and  in  that  time,  with  the  council,  I  drew 
a  bill  of  revenue  indefinitely,  and  gave  it  myfelf  to  their  fpcaker ;  but 
that  bill  had  no  better  fuccefs,  but  was  rejefted  alfo. 

Upon 
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Upon  this,  on  the  14th  inftant,  the  fpeaker  and  aflennbly  being  (ent  APPEN- 
for  to  attend  me  in  council,  to  Ihew  caufe  why  they  did  rejeft  the  bill  of      D I X. 
revenue  fo  framed  by  us  in  purfuance  of  his  majefty's  pleafure  therein, 
they  gave  me  no  anfwer ;  but,  by  their  fpeaker,  defired  to  prefent  to  me 
their  addrefs,  the  fpeaker  contending  to  give  it  its  due  accent  by  reading 
it  himfelf,  a  copy  whereof  is  here  fent  inclofed. 

This  addrefs  is  founded  greatly  upon  the  advice  of  Lieutenant-Coloncl 
Samuel  Long,  chief-jufticc  of  the  ifland,  and  one  of  the  king's  council, 
who  principally  contends  for  the  old  frame  of  government,  of  whom  the 
aflembly  is  highly  opiniated,  and  efteem  him  the  patron  of  their  rights 
and  privileges  as  -Engliflimen,  who  had  a  hand  in  leaving  the  king's 
name  out  of  the  revenue  bill,  being  then  fpeaker,  and  denies  not  his 
having  a  hand  in  framing  and  advifing  ibme  pai-ts  of  the  addrefs,  which 
in  whole  is  not  truth  j  for, 

I  ft.  Whereas  they  alledge,  that  the  civil  government  commenced  in 
my  Lord  Windfor's  time ;  it  is  generally  known,  and  recorded  in  bur 
council-book,  fifteen  months  before,  in  Colonel  D'Oyley's  time,  and 
will  be  proved  by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  then  himfelf  had  an  occafion 
of  a  trial  by  a  jury,  the  foreman  of  which  was  Colonel  Byndlofs. 

adly.  They  alledge  the  readinefs  of  governors  to  ufe  martial  law, 
particularly  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch's  time;  which  is  here  concradifted, 
for  there  was  only  an  order  in  council  for  the  putting  it  in  force  upon 
condition  of  any  aftual  defcent  or  invafion,  and  not  otherwife ;  neither, 
was  it  on  foot  really  all  this  time  here,  as  I  am  credibly  informed  upon 
good  enquiry. 

3dly.  As  for  its  being  in  force  in  my  time,  it  was  not  from  my 
afieAing,  but  the  council  advifing  and  their  defining  it;  as  alfb  the 
putting  off  the  courts  till  February,  in  favour  generally  of  the  planters. 
Then,  for  their  alledging  fo  much  to  be  done  during  the  mar^tial  law, 
wholly  at  the  charge  of  the  country  5  that  it  is  done  is  true,  but  the 
charge  thereof  they  would  clog  the  revenue  bill  with,  amounting  to 
twelve  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  when,  communibus  annis,  the 
bill  of  impoft  is  but  fifteen  hundred  pounds  j  of  which  twelve  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds  there  is  not  yet  made  payment  of  one  farthing, 
nor  any  profpeft  how  it  may,  fince  the  revenue  is  fo  much  anticipated 
from  the  want  of  money  in  the  trcafury,  occafioned  by  my  Lord  Vaug!un*s 
letting  fall  the  bill  of  revenue  before  his  departure* 
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NUMBER      XrX. 

BOOK    ^^  his  Excellency  Charles  Earl  of  Carfijlt,  captain-general ^  governor^  an£ 
ll.  commander  in  chief  of  his  majeftfs  ijland  ofjamaiccy  (^e. 

fhe  humble  addrefs  of  the  ajfemlhf  of  this  his  majejfy^s  ifbmd^  in  anfwer 
to  the  report  of  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
trade  and  plantations y  made  to  his  majejlfs  council  \  which  we 
entreat  his  excellency  may  be  humbly  prefented  to  his.  mqfi  facre£ 
majefty  and  his  council. 

WE,  his  majefty's  moft  loyal  and' obedient  lubjcdh,  the  afletnbly  of 
this  his  ifland  of  Jamaicaj^  cannot  without  infinite  grief  of  mind  read  the- 
report  madfe  to  hi§  majjefty  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  com^  ^ 
mittee  for  trade  and  plantations^  wherein,  by  the  relations  made  by 
their  lordlhips.  unto  his  majefty,  they  have  reprefented'  us  as  a  people  full 
of  animofity,  unrealbnable,  irregular,,  violent,  undutiful,.and'tran%reffing: 
both  the  bounds  of  duty  and  loyalty ;  the  bitternefs  of  which  charafters 
were  we  in  the  leatt  part  confcious  to  have  deftrved,  we  fhould,  like 
Job,  have  faid,  "  Behold^  we  are  vile:  what  Jhall  we  anfwer  t  we  will. 
**  lay  our  hands  upon  our  mouths.** 

But,  left  our  (ilence  fhould  argue  our  guilt,  we  fhall,  in  all  humility^ 
endeavour  to  make  appear  we  have  always  demeaned  ourlclves  as  be- 
Cometh  good  and  obedient  fubjefts,  and  thofc  who  acknowledge  and  are 
truly  fenfible  of  the  many  favours  received  from  his  majefty  j  the  truth, 
of  which  rcfting  only  on  matter  of  fad  being  related,  and  the  falfe  co» 
Tours  which  hitherto  have  been  thrown  on  us  being  waflied  off,  we  fliall 
not  doubt  but  his  majjefty  will  loon  entertain  a  better  opinion  of  his 
fubje£ts  of  this  ifland. 

We  muft,  therefore,  humbly  beg  that  his  majefty  will  with  patience 
be  pleafed  to  hear  the  account  of  our  proceedings  ;  which  truly  to  mani- 
fcft  we  muft  be  forced  to  look  back  fo  far  as  Sir  Charles  Lyttleton's 
and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  entrance  upon  their  government : 

Ac 
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At  which  time>  we  humbly  conceive,  the  ifland  began  really  to  take  A  P  P  E  N. 
•p  the  form  of  a  civil  government,  and  wholly  to  lay  afide  that  of  an  D I X, 
army>  which,  until  that  time,  was  deemed  the  fupreme  authority  ;  when 
after,  upon  their  feveral  arrivals,  by  order  from  his  majefty,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  method  of  his  majefty*s  moft  ancient  plantations,  they  called 
aflemblies>  and  fettled  the  government  of  the  ifland  in  fuch  good  form 
that,  until  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  firft  arrival,  his  majefty 
thought  not  fit  to  alter  it,  though  feveral  governors  in  that  time  were 
changed,  which  muft  neceffarily  infer  the  goodnefs  and  reafon  of  it  as 
well  as  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  people  (fince,  from  that  time,  they  betook 
themfelves  to  fetti^  plantations)  efpecially  the  merchants,  by  which  means 
the  cftates  here  are  wonderfully  increafed,  as  is  evident  by  the  great 
number  of  fhips  loaden  here  by  the  induftry  of  the  planter ;  and  the 
latisfaftion  they  received  by  thofe  wholefome  laws  then  began,  *and  until 
that  time  continued,  the  change  of  which  laws  we  had  no  reafon  to 
expeft,  being  done  on  fuch  mature  deliberation  from  home.  ^    * 

But  to  return  to  anfwer :  the  firft  thing  their  lordfhips  are  pleafed  to 
accufe  us  of  is,  prefuming  to  queftion  his  majefty's  power  over  the 
militia ;  which,  how  much  they  are  mifinformed  in  it,  will  hereunder 
appear:  but  we  muft  firft  repeat  the  claufe  againft  which,  we  humbly 
conceive,  we  had  juft  reafons  to  take  exceptions,,  which  claufe  is  as 
followeth  : 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  and  declared  by 
the  authority  aforcfaid,  that  nothing  in  this  aft  contained  be  expounded 
"  conftrued,  or  undcrftood,.  to  diminilh,  alter,  or  abridge,  the  power  of 
"  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being ;  but  that  in 
all  things  he  may,  upon  all  occalions  or  exigencies,  aft  as  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfuance  of  all 
the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  him  by  his  majefty's  commiffion  • 
any  thing  in  this  ad  or  any  other  to  the  contrary  in  anywife  not* 
^  withftanding/' 

In  their  lordfhips  obfervations,  in  which  they  take  no  notice  that  the 
power  given  by  that  claufe  extends  as  well  to  the  governor  as  captain 
general,  nor  of  the  words  '«  any  thing  in  this  aft  or  any  other  to  the 
•*  contrary  notwithftanding,''  which  words,  being  plain,  need  no  references 


to 
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BOOK    to  expound  them,  being  confented  to,  there  is  no  occafion  of  making 
II.  any  othej  law,  becaufe  that  makes  all  the  powers  and  authorities  gitren 

by  his  majefty's  commiffion,  and,  ty  that  coramiflion,  the  inftrudions 
which  ihall  be  after  given  to  him,  (hal)  be  law,  though  it  be  to  the 
nulling  of  any  beneficial  law,  made  either  here  or  in  England,  by  which 
we  arc  fecured  both  in  life  and  in  eftate  j  the  like  of  which  was  never 
done  in  any  of  his  majcfty's  dominions  whatfbcver,  and  is  in  effcft  to 
enaft  will  to  be  law,  and  will  be  conftrued  (we  fear)  to  bind  us  by  the 
old  rule  of  law,  that  every  man  may  renounce  his  own  right:  and  if  their 
lofdihips  had  been  pleafed  to  have  as  well  remembered  the  other  claufes 
of  the  ad  of  the  militia,  we  cannot  think  they  would  have  faid  we  had 
queftioned  his  majefty's  power  over  it,  for  no  aft  of  England  gives  his 
majefty  the  like  power  over  the  militia  as  ours  doth ;  for,  on  any  appre- 
henfion  of  danger,  <he  general  with  his  council  of  officers  have  power  to 
put  the  law  martial  on  foot  for  what  time  they  pleaft,  and  to  command 
us  in  our  own  perfons,  our  fervants,  negroes,  horfes,  even  all  that  we  • 
have,  to  his  majefty's  fervice  j  which  having  been  fo  often  put  in  praftice 
will  need  the  lefs  proof:  but  how  readily  and  willingly  we  have  obeyed, 
and  in  that  faith  is  beft  juftified  by  works,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  inftance 
fome  times,  and  what  hath  been  done  in  thofe  times,  by  the  charge  and 
labour  of  his  majefty*s  fubjefts  here,  under  the  fcveral  governors ;  none 
of  which  have  left  unexperimented  the  ftrength  of  his  majefty's  com« 
miflion,  and  the  virtue  or  force  of  that  aft,  upon  the  kaft  feeming 
occafion. 

In  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  in  the  years  1665  and 
1666,  the  whole  ifland  was  put  under  law  martial  for  many  months  ' 
together;  in  which  time,  by  the  inhabitants  and  their  blacks,  Fort- 
Charles  was  made  clofe,  which  to  that  time  wanted  a  whole  line,  and  ' 
alfo  the  breaft-work  at  Port-Royal  was  built,  with  a  very  fmall  charge 
to  his  majefty. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  in  the  year  1673,  the  law  martial 
was  again  fet  on  foot ;  Fort-James  built  by  the  contributk>ns  of  the 
gentlemen  of  his  majefty *s  council  and  aflembly,  and  feveral  other  of  his 
majefty's  good  fubjefts  in  this  ifland,  which  amounted  to  a  very  confi- 
^crable  fum  of  money  i  a  breaft-work  thrown  up  at  Old-Harbour  and 
i  feveral 
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fevcral  other  places;    and  guns  mounted  on  a  platform  placed  at  APPEN- 
Port-Morant.  DIX. 

In  Lord  Vaughan's  time,  though  there  was  no  probability  of  war, 
yet  he  wanted  not  the  trial  of  his  power  alfo  in  the  militia,  and  our 
obedience  to  itj  for  he  commanded  out  a  company  of  the  inhabitants 
in  fcarchof  a  Spanifti  barqua  langa,  who  was  faid  to  have  robbed  a  (loop 
belonging  to  this  ifland  upon  the  coaft  of  Cuba :  he,  likewife,  in  favour 
of  the  royal  company,  commanded  out  to  fea  two  vcffcls,  with  a  com- 
pany of  the  militia  and  their  captain,  from  Port-Royal,  to  feize  an 
interloper  riding  in  one  of  his  majefty's  harbours,  and  there  by  force 

feized  her. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan  being  commander  in  chief,  we  were 
again  put  under  martial  law;  in  which  time  Fon-Rupert,  Fort-Carlifle, 
and  a  new  line  at  Fort-James,  were  built. 

Laftly,  in  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  time  (the  prefent  go- 
vernor) the  law  martial  was  again  put  in  force  for  about  three  months ; 
in  which  time  Fort-Morgan  with  its  platform,  and  another  line  at  Fort- 
James^  and  the  breaft-work  reinforced  very  confiderably  in  thicknefs  and 
height,  and  new  carriages  were  made  for  the  guns,  thofe  that  came  out 
of  England  not  being  fit  for  land  fervicc;  all  which  fortifications  are 
fubftantially  built  with  ftdne  and  brickj  at  the  charge  and  labour  of  the 
country. 

Neither  have  we  ever  been  wanting  in  due  relpeft  to  his  majefty's 
governors;  the  militia  having  alwaays  waited  on  them  to  church,  in 
their  progrefles,  and  oh  all  public  occafions  :  and  we  may  fafely  affirm 
with  truth,  that  no  militia  in  his  majefty's  dominions  undergo  the  like 
military  duty  as  his  fubje&s  in  Jamaica ;  as  is  evident  to  all  men  that 
ever  fet  foot  in  Port-Royal,  which  cannot  be  diftingui(hed  from  a  gar- 
rifon,  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  but  by  their  not  being  paid  for 
their  fervicc. 

To  anfwer  their  lordihips  objedions  to  the  bill  of  revenue,  wherein 
his  majefly's  name  was  left  out>  there  are  feveral  members  of  this  aflem- 
bly  now  fitting  who  were  members  when  that  bill  paiTed  three  times  in 
form  in  the  aflembly ;  and,  upon  the  beft  recolledtion  of  their  memories^ 
they  are  fully  perfuaded  and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again. fen t  down 

with 
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BOOK  ^^^^  ^^^^  amendment  from  the  governor  and  council,  according  as  it 
11.  paffed  at  the  laft :  but»  (hould  it  have  rifen  in  the  aflembly,  they  arc 
very  unfortunate  if  they  muft  bear  the  cenfure  of  all  miftakes  that  may 
happen  in  prefenting  laws  to  be  pafTed,  when  both  the  governor  and  his 
council  have  their  negative  voices,  which,  had  ekher  of  them  made  ufc 
of  in  this  point,  would  have  been  readily  coniented  to  by  the  aflenrd>ly, 
as  they  had  formerly  done,  both  under  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas 
Modyford  and  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  before  whofe  time  it  had  been  raifed 
without  mentioning  his  majcfty's  name,  and  that  without  check ;  and 
we  always  concluded  the  governor's  name  in  the  enacting  part  to  be  of 
the  fame  efFed  as  his  majefty's  is  in  England,  whom,  in  this  particular, 
he  feems  rather  to  perfonate  than  reprefent :  for  which  reafons  we  hope, 
it  ought  not  to  have  been  imputed  to  the  affembly  as  their  crime  alto- 
gether, being  confented  unto  by  his  majefty's  governor  without  any 
debate,  and  all  applied  by  tlic  a£k  whereby  it  was  raifed,  to  the  very 
fame  public  ufe  his  majefty  direfts  ^  and  we  are  certain  no  inftance  can 
be  given  of  any  money  dilpofed  of  to  any  private  ufe,  but  was  always 
iffued  by  the  governor's  warrant,  for  the  payment  of  his  own  and  other 
his  general  officers  falaries  in  this  ifland,  with  feme  fmall  contingent 
charges  of  the  government. 

Their  lordlhips  alfo  affirm,  that  the  aflembly  offered  this  bill,  in  the 
fame  mcafure  and  proportion  as  it  is  now  propofed,  to  Sir  Thomas 
J^ynch :  in  which  their  lordihips  are  mifinformed;  for  his  majefty 's 
inftru6lions  were,  that  the  laws  (hould  be  in  force  for  two  years  and  no 
longer,  which  their  lordihips  alfo  acknowledge  in  the  prior  part  of  the 
report ;  fo  that  the  affembly  needed  not  to  have  expreffed  any  time,  and 
the  particular  ufes  therein  appointed. 

But  had  their  lordftiips  known  how  great  fums  of  money  have  been 
raifed  here,  and  how  fmaU  a  part  hath  been  applied  to  his  majefty's 
fervice  for  the  defence  and  ftrengthening  the  ifland,  we  humbly  conceive 
tjieir  lordfliips  would  have  .been  of  opinion,  that  we  have  no  reafbn  to 
bar  ourfelves  to  perpetuity,  and  pafs  the  faid  aft  without  limitation  of 
wfes  or  time ;  nor  can  we  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  imagine  the  king  can 
be  hindered  from  making  fuch  ufe  of  his  own  money  as  he  (hall  think 
ifit,  and  apply  it  where  he  finds  moft  neceffary^ 

It 
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It  is  very  trae  the  laws  contain  many  and  great  errors,  as  their  lord-  A  P  P  E  N- 
fliips  may  fee  by  the  affembly's  journal  i  fo  that  were  the  aflembly  as      D I X, 
much  petitioners  to  his  majefty  for  this  new  form  as  they  are  to  be  re- 
Hored  to  their  old,  above  hajf  the.  body  of  thefe  laws,  without  amend- 
ment, would  never  be  reafonable  to  pafs. 

As,  to  inftance  fome  few  amoagft  many :  in  the  a6t  for  preventing 
damages  by -fire,  a  fingle  juftice  of  the  peace  hath  power  of  life  and 
death  ;■  and  the'  a£t  of  the  militia  empowers  the  governor  and  council  to 
levy  a  tax  on  the  whole  ifland ;  and  in  the  a£t  direding  the  marfhal's 
proceedings,  there  is  a  claufe  that  makes  it  felony  for  any  perfon  to 
conceal  his  own  goods,  left  in  his  own  poiSeflion,  after  execution  levied 
by  that  law^  fo  that  a  man  may  be  hanged  for  being  poor,  which,  though 
inconvenient,  was  never  till  then  accounted  capital;  widi  others  too 
Ipng  to  be  repeated* 

And  whereas  their  lordihips  are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing 
imperfeft  or  defective  in  thefe  bills  tranfmitted  hither ;  yet  we  humbly 
conceive,  that  no  notice  being  taken  in  this  body  of  laws  how  or  in  what 
nature  we  are  to  make  uiie  of  the  laws  of  England,  either  as  they  have 
reference  to  the  prefervation  o(  his  majefty's  prerogative  or  the  fubjeds 
rights,  we  ought  not.  in.reafbn  to  confent  to  thefe  bills;  for,  nothing 
appearing  to  the  contrary,  the  governor  is  left,  ad  libitum,  to  ufe  or  refufe 
as  few  or  as  many  as  he  pleafes,  and  fuch  as  fuit  with  his  occafions ; 
there  being  no  diredions  in  them  how  to  proceed  according  to  the  laws 
of  England,  either  in  caufes  criminal  or  teftamentary,  and  in  m(any  other 
cafes  which  concern  the  quiet  of  the  fubjedt,  both  in  life  and  eft'ate. 

We  conceive  alfo,  that,  whatfoever  is  faid  to  the  contrary  by  their 
lordfliips  in  anfwcr  to  the  diftancc  of  places,  this  very  laft  experiment  is 
fufficiently  convincing  of  the  truth  of  that  allegation  ^  fince  it  is  a  year 
fince  this  model  came  over  and  was  debated,  and  before  their  lordfhips 
report  came  back,  notwithftanding  one  of  the  advices  went  home  by 
an  exprefs.     And, 

Whereas  their  lordihips  fay,  we  cannot  be  fubjed  to  more  accidents 
than  his  majefty's  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  to  that  we  objeft,  that  advice 
and  anfwers  thence  may  be  had  in  ten  or  fourteen  days,  and  that  king- 
dom is  already  fettled,  our  plantation   but  beginning.     But  further. 

Vol,  I.  Q^q  wc 
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B  O  O  K  we  cannot  imagine  that  Iriih  model  of  gorernment  waSt  inprinciph,  ever 
U.  intended  for  £ngli(hmen :  befides^  their  lordlhips  cannot  but  knowj  that 
that  model  was  introduced  amongft:  them  by  a  law  made  by  themfelves  in 
Ireland,  and  to  confequently  bound  them^  which,  being  now  generally 
known  to  all  thofe  who  remove  thither,  they  have  no  caufe  fo  repine  at, 
that  being  theic  choice  to  live  under  it  or  ftay  from  it,,  and  was  niade  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  Engliih  againft  the  Iri(h  faftioo.  As  there  i»  not 
the  fame  caufe,  fo  there  is  not  the  fame  realbn,  for  impo&ig  the  faoie  oq< 
us,  unlefs  we  did  it  ourfelves,  who  are  all  his  nugefty's  natural -bora  fub^ 
jc6t%  of  his  kingdom  of  En^nd  s  ^ich  is  the  reafon  the  parliament 
give,  in  all  their  ads  concerning  the  plantations,  for  obliging  us  by  them 
co-what,  and  with  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  we  may  trade,  and  impoic 
a  tax  oa  us  here  iiv  cafe  of  trade  from  one  colony  to  another ;  and  it  is 
but  equity  then,  that  the  fame  law  ihould  have  the  fame  powor  of  looliiig 
as  binding. 

His  majcfty  giving  a  power,  oir  uigent  occaGons,  to  raife  monies  the 
old  way,  only  fecures  the  king's  officers  their  falaries,  which  eUe  they  had 
been  difappointed  of  $  the  aft  of  the  militia^  which  was  heretofore  con« 
iented  to,  ever  providing,  that,  on  alarm  or  invafion,  the  commander  in 
chief  ikould  have  unlimited  power  over  all  peribns>.  eftates,  and  thingsj 
necefiary  on  fuch  urgencies*. 

As  ta  the  7th,  the  aflembly  fay,,  they  never  defired  any  power  but 
what  his  majcfty's  governors  afiured  them  was  their  birtlv-rights,  and 
what  they  fuppofed  his  majcfty's  mod  gracious  proclamation  allowed 
them  r  alio,  his  majefty  was  gracioufly  plea(ed  to  write  a  letter  to  his 
governor  Sir  Thomas  L^nch,  after  the  double  trial  of  one  Peter  Johnibn, 
a  pirate,  fignifying  his  diflike  that  any  thing  fhould  be  done  that  fhould 
caufe  any  doubt  in  his  fubjefb^  in  not  enjoying  all  the  privileges  of 
fubje£b  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  or  to  that  effeft. 

Butas^to  the  obftru&ing  of  juftice  a^tnft  Brown,  the  pirate,  wKa( 
they  did,  though  not  juftifiable  in  the  manner,  was  out  of  an  aflTurancCy 
that  we  had  no  law  in  force  then  to  declare  my  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land's power  and  our  chancellor's  here  equal,,  in  granting  commiflions 
in  purfuance  of  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the  eighth ;  which  alio  his  majefty 
and  council  perceiinngi  havc^  10  the  new  body  of  law^.fent  one  tafupplyc 

diat 
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that  want:  and  if  they,  not  meddling  with  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  eii«  A  PPEN« 
deavoured  to  prefenre  the  fomi  of  juftice,  and  juftice  itfelf,  and^  after      DIX. 
denial  of  feveral  petitions»  joined  with  the  council,  were  led  beyond  their 
duty  (for  which  they  were  iharply  reprimanded  by  the  then  governor) 
they  do  hope  for  and  humbly  beg  his  majefty's  pardon. 

And  as  for  the  zd:  upon  which  he  came  in,  it  arofe  not  in  the  aflembly, 
but  was  lent  from  the  council,  to  be  confented  to  by  them,  which  was 

accordingly  done. 

And  as  to  the  imprifonment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Martyn,  one  of  their 
members,  for  taking  out  procefs  in  chancery  in  his  own  private  concern 
ag^inft  feveral  other  members,  and  of  the  council,  the  aflembly  then 
fitting,  and  for  other  mifdemcanors  and  breach  of  the  rules  of  the  houiei 
they  hope  it  is  juftifiable,  the  king's  governor  having  aflured  them,  that 
they  had  the  fame  power  over  their  members  which  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons have,  and  all  fpcakers  here  praying,  and  the  governors  granting, 
the  ufual  petitions  of  fpeakers  in  England. 

Seeing;  the  governor  hath  power  to  turn  out  a  counfellor,  and  turning 
out  incapacitates  him  from  being  an  afllembly-man^  no  counfellor  dares 
give  his  opinion  againft  the  governor,  under  danger  of  Icfs  penalty  thani 
lofing  that  which  he  thinks  his  birth-right :  alfo,  a  governor  being 
chancellor,  ordinary,  and  admiral,  joined  with  his  military  authority, 
lodges  fo  great  a  power  in  him,  that  being  united  and  executed  in  ono 
perfon  to  turn  it  totum  in  qualitct  parte,  fo  that  he  may  invalidate  any 
thing  done  under  his  own  commiflion. 

There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  this  new  way,  it  is  in  the  aflembly's  power 
to  confcnt  to  and  perpetuate  fuch  laws  as  are  wholly  of  benefit  to  them, 
and  leave  unpafled  all  that  may  be  thought  molt  neceflary  for  his  majefty ^ 
which  advantage  they  not  laying  hold  on,  hope  it  will  be  an  evidence  they 
are  careful  of  his  majefty's  prerogative,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good 
fubJeA  to  be. 

It  is  without  controverfy  that  the  old  form  of  government,  which 
was  ordered  fo  like  his  majefty's  kingdom  of  England,  muft  of  confe- 
quence  be  of  greater  encouragement  to  all  his  majefty's  fubjefts,  as  well 
as  ftrangers,  to  remove  themfelves  hither.  Upon  his  majcfty's  procla- 
jTiation  in  my  Lord  Windibr's  time,  and  by  thofe  gracious  inftrudtions 

Qjq  2  given 
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given  to  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  all  or  mod  part  of  the  fugar  planta* 
tions  have  been  fettled ;  and  the  major  part  of  the  faid  planters  being 
fuch  who  arrived  here  and  fettled  upon  the  general  liking  of  the  mo- 
del firft  conftitured^  and  in  belief  that  they  loft  not  any  of  the  privileges 
of  his  majefty^s  fubjeAs  of  the  kingdom  of  England  by  their  removal 
hither^  and  having  by  no  a£t>  as  we  believe^  either  provoked  his  majefty 
or  forfeited  our  right?,  or  ever  defiring  or  attempting  to  leflen  or  qucf- 
lion  his  raajefty's  prerogative,  the  prcfervation  whereof  we  ever  deemed 
the  beft  means  of  preferving  our  own  privileges  and  eftates,  we  fhall  pre- 
fiime  to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  his  majefty's  favour,  which  is  im« 
poflible  for  us  ever  to  forget. 

And  whereas  their  lordihips  are  pleafed  to  offer  their  advice  to  his 
majefty,  tx>  furnifti  his  governor  with  fuch  powers  as  were  formerly  given 
to  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  others,  in  whofe  time  the  then  accounted  army 
was  not  difbanded,  but  fo  continued  till  Lord  Windfor's  arrival,  who 
brought  over  the  king^s  royal  donative  and  order  to  fettle  the  civil  go- 
vernment: we  hope  their .  lordftiips  intend  not  that  we  are  to  be  go- 
verned by  or  as  an  army,  or  that  the  governor  be  empowered  to  levy 
any  tax  by  himfelf  and  council ;  fincehis  majefty  having  difcharged  him- 
felf  and  council^  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  of  any  fuch  power  over  any  of 
his  majefty's  fubjefts  of  his  kingdom  of  England,  as  we  undoubtedly  are, 
it  will  be  very  hard  to  have  any  impofition  laid  on  us  but  by  our  owa 
confents  ^  for  their  lordftiips  well  know,  that  no  derived  power  is  greater 
than  the  primitive. 

However,  if  his  moft  gracious  majefty  fhall  not  think  fit  to  alter  this- 
model,,  but  we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  governor  and  council,  accord- 
ing to  their  lordftiips  advice,  yet  we  humbly  befcech  his  majefty  to  dov 
us  the  grace  to  believe,  that  we  are  fo  fenfible  of  our  duty  and  allegiance^ 
that  our  fubmiflion  to  and  comportment  under  his  majefty*^  authority 
fliall  be  fuch  as  that,  we  hope,  he,  in  his  due  time,  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  rcftore  unto  us  our  ancient  form  of  government,  under  which 
it  hath  hitherto  pleafed  God  to  profper  us :  ending  with  our  hearty 
prayers  for  his  majefty's  long  and  happy  reign  over  us,  and  moft  humbly, 
begging  his  majefty's  pardon  of  all  our  errors  and  miftakes,  and  a  gra- 
4aous  interpretatioa  of  this  our  anfwer ;  protefting^  from  the  bottom  of 

out: 
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•ur  hearts>  that  we  are  aiKl  refolve  to  die  his  majeity's  tnie>  loyal^  and  APP£t 
cibedient  fut^edb. .  D I X. 

A.  true,  copy, 

Rowland  Powell,  CI.  Cone. 
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^e  bumble  defire  and  juftification  of  the  members  of  lis  majefifs 
council^  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  Jamaica. 

THE  alterations  of  the  frame  of  government  in  this  his  majcfty'i^ 
ifland  of  Jamaica  unto  that  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which  his  ma- 
jcfty,  the  bed  and  greatcft  of  kings,  hath  gracioufly  commanded  us  to 
fubmit'unto  and  own,  we,  his  majiflly's  truly  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjeifts, 
hitherto  have  and  yet  do,  by  a  willing  rcadincfs,  and  ready  willingnefs^ . 
declare  our  entire  obedience  and  hearty  conformity  thereunto,  becaule 
bis  majefty  commands. 

And  although  his  majefty's  great  perfpicuity  andiruly  royal  prudence 
is  beft  able  to  determine  what  government  is  the  fitteft  for  his  fubjefts 
in  this  ifland,  yet,  with  all  due  fubmidion,  in  all  humility,  we  beg  leave 
to  reprefent  to  his  majcfty  the  great  inconvenience  attending  the  prefcnt 
frame,  in  tranfmitting  our  laws  home. 

The  vaft  diftance  of  place  will  of  ncceffity  require  a  great  expence 
of  time,  between  the  firft  framing  our  laws  here  and  the  tranfmitting  and 
Kturn  of  them  hither  again ^.fo  that,  before  they  can  be  pafled  into 
laws  by  the  affembly  here,  there  will  probably  as  great  caufe  arife  to  altej-  • 
«s  there  were  at  firft  to  make  them* 

And,  with  all  due  fubmiffion,  we  judge  it  even  impoffible  to  adapt  * 
laws  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  fo  as  not  to  admit  of  often  and  great ' 
iterations  j  for, ,  according  to  our  experience  hitherto,  we  have  found  1 
urgent  occafions  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws,  that  have  more  imme^ 
diately  concerned  us  here,  at  the  leaft  every  two  years  j  and  we  cannoo: 
fecefcc  buxwe  fliall  Jie  under  the  fame  neccflity  ftill:  fo  that  if  his  ma- 
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BOOK  jelly  gracioufly  pleafe  to  take  it  into  his  princely  cohfideradon^  and  eitiier 
IL  .  rcftore  to  us  our  former  power  and  way  or  method  of  pafllng  laws,  or 
.at  leaft  remit  that  part  of  the  prefent  method  of  making  laws  which  only 
.  concerns  us  here,  as  they  may  pafs  without  tranfmitting  the  fame,  we 
hope,  by  our  prefent  fubmilfion  and  entire  obedience  to  all  his  laws  here^ 
:;his  majefly  will  be  a  glorious  prince  and  his  fubjefts  here  an  happy 
people. 

And  whereas  the  gentlemen  of  the  aflembly,  in  their  addrefs  to  his 
majelly  read  here  in  council  the  15th  of  November,  1679,  do  declare^ 
that  as  to  the  bill  of  revenue  wherein  hismajefty's  name  was  left  out,  that 
there  are  feveral  of  the  members  of  their  aflcmbly  now  fitting  who  were 
members  when  (hat  bill  paflcd  three  times  in  form  in  the  aflembly,  and, 
upon  the  beft  recolleAion  of  their  memories,  they  are  fully  perfuaded 
and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  fcnt  down  ivith  that  amendment  from 
the  governor  and  council,  according  as  it  palled  at  the  laft :  we,  the  genr 
tlemen  of  his  majefty's  council  here  prefent  at  the  pafling  of  the  bill,  do 
moft  humbly  and  with  all  ferioufnefs  aver  and  declare,  that  we  were  lb 
far  from  confenting  the  faid  bill  fhould  pafs  without  his  majefty's  name 
in  it,  that  we  do  not  remember  it  was  ever  debated  or  mendoned  in 
council  J  and  further,  that,  to  the  beft  of  our  relpefWve  knowledge,  it 
was  read  three  times,  and  pafTed  the  council-board,  with  his  majefly's 
name  in  it :  and  we  are  the  rather  induced  to  this  our  confidence,  be- 
caufe  we  find  the  original  a£t  was  razed,  and,  by  the  then  fpeaker's  own 
hand,  interlined  ;  and  moreover,  the  feveral  amendments  of  the  faid  bill, 
that  were  made  in  council,  were  all  taken  notice  of  in  the  minutes  in  our 
council-books,  and  no  mention  made  of  this;  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
aflemblydo  produce  nothing  out  of  their  journal  to  juft4fy  the  reflexions 
tjpon  us  J  therefore  it  is  to  be  prefumed  they  cannot. 

And  we  do  further  humbly  and  unanimoufly  declare,  we  never  did  at 
any  time,  cither  jointly  or  fevcrally,  make  any  complaint  to  the  affembly, 
JOT  any  of  them,  of  the  power  given  by  his  majefty  to  his  excellency  our 
prefent  governor  to  fufpend  any  of  his  majefty's  council  here  j  for  as 
we  have  hitherto  yielded  all  due  obedience  and  fubmiflSon  to  his  ma* 
jefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure  concerning  us,  fo  we  hope  we  fliall  ap^ 
prove  ourfclvcs  fuch,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray  for  his  ma- 
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jefty*s  tong  life^   and  that   he   may  profpcroufly   and    triumphantly  APPENi. 
reign  oyer  us*  DIX, 

This  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  in  council  by  the  refpeftivc 
members  thereof  who  were  prefent  at  the  pafling  the  bill  of 
revenue:  Colonel  Thomas  Ballard,  Colonel  John  Cope, 
Colonel  Robert  Byndlofs,  Colonel-Thomas  Freeman,  Co- 
lonel William  Joy,  Colonel  Thomas  Fuller,  John  White, 
Efquire  j 

And  confented  to  by  tRc  whole  council,  excepting  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel  Long. 

Received  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  16th  February,  i679-8o# 
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ExtraH  of  an  order  in  council. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council* 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80, 

p  R  X  s  £  N  T, 

Prince  Rupert,        Marquis  of  Worceftcr,        Mh  Hyde, 

Lord  Prcfident,       Earl  of  Bridgwater,  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,     Earl  of  EflTex,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins* 

A  LETTER  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  the  committee,  dated 
ajd  of  November  laft,  is  read,  wherein  his  lordfliip  acquaints  the  com- 
mittee, that,  having  called  the  council  and  affembly  together,  he  had 
caufed  their  lordfliips  report  of  the  28th  of  May  to  be  publicly  read  i 
which  their  lordfliips  think  to  be  difagreeaUc  to  the  dire&ions  of  the 
6  ttporti 
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<B  O  O  K  report,  which  was  only  prefentcd  to  his  majefty  for  his  information,  and 
II.  in  order  to  furnifli  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  when  occafion  ftiould  fcrve,  with 
fuch  arguments  as  might  be  fit  to  be  ufed  in  juftification  of  his  majefty's 
commiffion  a-nd  inftruftions ;  and  their -lordfliips  particularly  take  no- 
tice, that  it  was  neither  neceffary  nor  convenient  for  him  to  expofe  his 
inftruftions  to  the  aflcnnbly :  and  as  to  the  clerk  of  the  affembly,  which 
his  lordthip  had  appointed,  the  committee  does  very  much  approve  his 
lordfhip's  proceedings  therein,  and  will  defire  him  tp  continue  the  fame 
method  for  the  future. 

And  whereas  Colonel  Long  is  reprefentcd  to  have  a  hand  in  leaving 
out  the  king's  name  in  the  late  bill  of  revenue,  and  in  framing  and  ad« 
vifmg  the  addrefs  of  the  affembly  now  tranfmittcd  to  his  majefty ;  their 
lordihips  will  report,  that  the  ^arl  of  CarMe  may  be  ordered  to  fcqd 
him  to  England,  to  anfwer  what  is  laid  to  his  charge. 

The  addrefs  of  the  affembly  of  Jamaica  to  his  majefty,  in  anfwer  to  a 
report  of  the  committee  approved  on  the  28th  of  May  laft,  being  read,, 
their  lordfliips  obferve,  that  there  are  many  faificies  and  miftakes  con* 
tained  therein. 

Firft,  it  is  alledged  by  the  affembly,  that  the  ifland  took  up  the  civil 
form  of  government  in  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  and  Sir 
Charles  Lyttelton;  whereas  it  is  certain,  that  Colonel  D'Oyley  had  a 
commiffion,  foon  after  his  majefty's  reftoration,  to  govern  by  the  civil 
power. 

As  to  their  denial  of  having  left  out  his  majefty's  name  in  the  revenue 
bill,  it  is  evident,  by  the  juftification  of  the  council,  and  affurance  of  the 
Lord  Vaughan,  that  the  bill  palTcd  the  governor  and  council  with  his 
majefty's  name,  which  was  afterwards  left  out,  or  erafed,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofcd  by  the  interlineation  that  yet  appears  upon  the  original  bill. 

,  And  whereas  it  is  faid,  that  their  lordfliips  are  mifinformed,  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  affembly  had  before  offered  the  bill  of  revenue  in  the  fame 
meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed,  fince  the  laws  were  to  be  in 
force  for  two  years,  and  no  longer :  the  affembly  have  quite  forgotten, 
*or  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of,  the  powers  fettled  by  his  majefty's  com- 
miffion to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  whereby  the  laws  were  to  be  in  force  for 
two  years,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  confirmed  by  his  majefty  within  that 

a  timcj 
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time ;  lb  that  the  bill  tranfmicted  by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  wanted  only  his  a  P  P  £  N* 
inajefty'S  approbation  to  render  it  perpetual.  DI X. 

The  aflembly  further  mentions  the  great  fums  railed  in  Jamaica^ 
which  had  not  been  employed  to  his  majefty's  fervice ;  bdt  does  not 
inftance  the  mifapplication  of  any  part  of  the  revmue  by  any  of  the  go- 
vernors. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  law  for  preventing  damages  by  fire, 
of  which  they  complain,  was  firft  made  by  them  j  as  alfo  the  aft  di- 
rcding  the  marfhal's  proceedings  cannot  be  but  very  reafonable,  and  for 
the  advantage  of  the  planters,  fincc  it  gives  them  the  ufe  of  their  goods 
after  execution,  and  enables  them  the  better  to  pay  their  debts. 

And  whereas  the  affembly  complains,  that  there  is  no  law  tranfmitced 
to  them  for  afcertaining  the  laws  of  England  :  it  is  thought  reafonable, 
that  his .  majefty  fhould  retain  within  himfelf  the  power  of  appointing 
the  laws  of  England  to  be  in  full  force  in  that  ifland,  as  he  ihall  find  ne- 

.  ceflary. 

The  delays  and  length  of  time,  alledged  by  them  in  reference  to  the 
model  prefcribed  by  his  majefty,  were  wholly  occafioned  by  the  refrac- 
torincfs  of  the  affembly,  and  not  by  the  diftance  of  places,  or  other 
reafons. 

What  they  objeft  concerning  Ireland,  in  reference  to  Jamaica,  is  frivo- 
lous; fince  the  Englifh  there  have  right  to  the  fame  privileges  as  thofe  of 
Jamaica,  and  are  bound  up  by  afts  of  parliament  in  England,  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica. 

To  the  7  th  objection  it  is  replied,  that  nothing  has  been  done  to  take 
away  their  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  of  Englifh  fubjefts,  fincc  they 
are  governed  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm. 

Their  unwarrantable  proceedings  in  obftruding  of  juftice  againft 
Brown  the  pirate  is  confefled,  and  his  majefty's   pardon  prayed  by 

them. 

Their  lordfliips  think  the  imprifonment  of  Martyn,  and  the  articles 

preferred  againft  him,  altogether  unjuftifiable,  not  only  as  he  was  his  ma- 
jefty's coUeftor,  but  as  the  affembly  ought  not,  by  the  pretenfions  of  pri- 
vilege, to  Ihelter  themfelves  from  juftice,  there  being  no  fuch  ufagc  in 
Barbadoes  and  other  plantations. 
Vol.  I.  R  r  In 
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In  the  9th  place,  it  is  altogether  erroneous  in  the  aflfembly  to  think  it  is^ 
by  the  prcfent  model,  in  their  own  power,  to  accept  fuch  laws  as  are 
wholly  of  benefit  to  themfclves,  and  to  rejeft  fuch  as  are  nK)ft  neceffary 
for  his  majefty ;  fince  the  governor  yet  retains  a  negative  voice,  after  the 
confent  of  the  affembly. 

And  whereas  they  very  much  infift  upon  his  majcfty's  proclamation  in 
tny  Lord  Windfor's  time :  his  majefty  has  not  in  any  inftance  withdrawn 
the  cffcfts  of  his  promife  to  them,  nor  impofed  feveral  rules  and  inftruc- 
tions  that  were  prefcribed  in  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  commiffion  and  in- 
ftruftions,  whereby  he  had  power,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  raifc 
money  on  ftrong  liquors :  and  the  affembly  can  as  little  believe  they 
have  not  provoked  his  majefty  to  keep  a  ftrift  eye  upon  tliera,  after 
their  feveral  unwarrantable  proceedings  during  the  government  of  the 
Lord  Vaughan,  and  fince  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  by  their  votes  and 
oiherwife. 

In  the  laft  place,  it  is  falfcly  infinuated  by  the  affembly,  that  the  go- 
vernment remained  under  an  army  in  Colonel  D'Oyley's  time ;  fince  it 
appears  plainly  by  his  commiflion,  that  it  was  otherwife  provided,  and 
that  the  martial  law  was  then  laid  afide :  fb  that,  upon  the  whole  matter^ 
they  have  reafon  to  beg  his  majefty's  pardon  for  all  their  errors  and 
miftakes. 

The  juftification  of  the  council  of  Jamaica,  in  anfwer  to  the  imputation 
of  the  affembly,  of  their  leaving  out  the  king's  name  in  the  revenue  biU^ 
is  alio  read  $  and  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  the  governor^  to  diiprove  the 
allegations  of  the  affembly  in  their  own  behalf. 
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NUMBER      XXIII.  APPEN. 

DIX. 

Extra  ff  0f  an  &rdsr  in  council. 

Jamaica* 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehallj  Monday  the  8  th  of  March, 
1679-80, 

P  R  E  S  B  N  Tj 

Lord  Pfivy^^Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

THE  Lord  Vaughan  attends,  concerning  the  charge  againft  Co«^ 
lonel  Long^  of  Jamaica,  for  razing  out  the  king's  name  in  the  aA  of 
revenue  1  and  declares,  that  he  is  very  confident  that  the  bill  came  up 
from  the  aflembly  to  the  council  with  the  king's  name  in  it,  and  that  it 
was  not  put  out  by  the  council,  nor  by  his  privity ;  and  that  when  Mr. 
Martyn  came  to  Jamaica  with  the  king's  patent  to  be  colieftor,  his  lord* 
(hip  then  fent  for  the  aft,  and  perceived  the  interlineation  to  be  in  Colonel 
Long's  hand  $  and  that  his  lordihip  does  abfolutely  agree  with  the  ooua« 
cil  of  Jamaica,  in  the  matter  of  their  juftification. 
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II. 

Extras  of  an  order  in  council. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations^  in  the  council-^ 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  the  nth  of  March, 
1679-80, 

Present, 

Lord  Prefident,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,         Sir  L^eolin  Jenkins.. 

Lord  Privy-Seal,         Earl  of  Bridgwater, 

THEIR  lordfliips  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  govern- 
ment in  Jamaica,  and  agree  to  refer  the  queries  following  to  Mr,  At- 
torney and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  for  their  opinions  therein ;  viz. 

•  ift.  Whether,  from  the  pad  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica,  his  ma- 
jcfty's  fubjefts  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a  right  to  the  laws  of 
England,  as  Englifhmen,  or  by  virtue  of  the  king's  proclamation,  or 
otherwife  ? 

ad.     Whether  his  majefty*s  fubjefts  of  Jamaica,  claiming  to  be  go*' 
verned  by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by  fuch  laws  as  are 
beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fupport  of 
the  government,  as  by  other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and  eafe 
of  the  fubjed  ? 

3d.  Whether  the  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon  goods  that 
may  by  law,  or  fliall  be  direftly  carried  to  Jamaica,  be  not  payable,  ac- 
cording to  law,  by  his  majefty's  fubjeAs  inhabiting  that  ifland,  or  trading, 
there,  by  virtue  of  the  afts  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  or  other  a6bs  made 
in  England  ? 

4th.  Whether  wine  or  other  goods,  once  brou^t  into  England  and 
tranfportcd  from  thence,  upon  which  the  refpeftive  abatements  arc  al- 
)pwed  upon  exportation^t  according  to  law>  the  fame  being  afterwards  car- 

*  tied 
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tied  to  Jamaica  and  landed  there,  (hall  not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  APPEN- 
the  full  duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage  which  it  Ihould  have  paid  if  con-       D I X. 
fumed  in  England,  dedufting  only  fuch  part  of  the  faid  duty  as  (hall  not 
be  repaid  in  England  upon  exportation  of  the  faid  goods  from  thence  ? 

Which  queries  were  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  Mn  Attorney  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  with  a  paper  containing  the  paft  and  prefent  date  of 
Jamaica,  in  relation  to  the  governments 


NUMBER       XXV. 

Letter  to  Mr.  AtHnmey  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 

Council'Cbamter,  iitb  March,  iSyg-So^ 
Gentlemen, 

THE  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and  plan- 
tations, upon  confideration  of  the  affairs  of  Jamaica,  have  ftated  the  queP 
tions  following  -,  viz. 

[Here  were  recited  the  queries  fiated  in  the  preceding  number i\ 

To  which  queftions  their  lordlhips  deffre  your  anfwer  in  writing,  with 
all  convenient  fpeed :  and,  for  your  information,  I  have  inclofed  a  paper, 
containing  a  Jbort  account  of  the  pafi  and  prejent  Jiate  of  the  government  in 
Jamaica ;  and  in  cafe  you  (hould  require  any  further  fatlsfaftion  therein, 
or  touching  the  queries  referred  unto  you,  I  am  ordered  by  the  lords  oC 
the  committee  to  attend  you  at  any  time  or  place  you  fhall  think  fit  to 
appoint. 

I  am,  with  all  rclpeft,  gentlemen,  (dc^ 
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ExtraSl  of  an  o¥der  in  ceunciL 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  iti  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  27  th  of  April,  16801 

Present^ 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  EiTex,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lx>rd  Prefident,         Yiibount.Faticonbergi      Mr-  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Earl  of  Sunderland, 

MR.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  having  likewife  acquainted 
the  committee,  that,  upon  confideration  of  the  four  qucftions  concerning 
Jamaica,  referred  unto  them  the  ilth  of  March,  they  did  find  them  of 
fuch  difficulty  and  moment  as  to  defence  the  opinion  of  the  judges: 
it  is  agreed  that  they  be  accordingly  referred  unto  the  judges  5  upon 
wliom  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  are  defired  to  attend  with 
them  5  Mr.  Attorney  having  firft  delivered  his  opinion,  **  thai  the  people 
"  of  Jamaica  have  no  right  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  but 
*'  by  fuch  laws  as  are  made  there,  and  eftablilhed  by  his  raajefty*s  autho- 
•*  rity.**  But  whereas  Mr.  Solicitor  General  doth  deliver  his  opinion, 
that  the  word  *'  dominion,"  in  the  aft  of  parliament  f6t  tonnage  and 
poundage,  may  feem  rather  to  imply  the  dominion  of  Wales  and  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed  only,  than  to  extend  to  the  plantations  j  and  morft 
cfpecially,  as  Mr.  Attorney  alledges,  fince  the  iflands  of  Guernfcy  and 
Jerfey  arc  not  concerned  in  that  adt ;  their  lordlhips  order  the  two  firft 
queftions  only  to  be  fent  unto  the  judges,  without  any  mention  to  be 
made  of  the  two  laft,  which  particularize  the  a£t  of  toAnage  and 
poundage. 
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NUMBER      XXVII.  APPEN- 

DIX. 
References  to  ibe  judges  about  Jamaica. 

Council-chamber,  ajtb  April,  1680. 
Gentlemen^ 

I  AM  commanded  by  tlie  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  privy-» 
council  appointed  a  committee  of  trade  and  foreign  plantations  to  fignif/ 
their  defires,  that  you  attend  his  majefty's  judges  with  the  queftions  fol-. 
lowing : 

I  ft.  Whether  from  the  paft  andprefent  ftatc  of  Jamaica,  his  majefty's 
fubjeds  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a  right  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, as  Englifhmen,  or  by  virtue  of  the  king's  proclamation,  or  other'* 
wife  ? 

ad.  Whether  his.  majefty's  fubjefts  of  Jamaica,  claiming  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by  fuch  laws  as 
are  beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  government,  as  by  other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit 
and  eafe  of  the  fobjedt  ? 

Wiuch  queftioos  their  lordlhips  defire  his  noajefty's  judges  to  confider 
and  anfwer  in  writing,  and  to  return  the  opinions  to  the  committee  with 
convenient  fpeed^ 

I  am,  with  re(pe^&r« 
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NUMBER      XXVIII. 

Order  to  the  judges  about  the  queftion  of  Jamaica. 
At  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  ajd  of  June,  1680, 


Prince  Rupert, 
Archbp.  of  Canterbury, 
Lord  Chancellor, 
Lx>rd  Prefident, 
Lord  Privy-Seal, 
Duke  of  Albemarle, 
Marquis  of  Worccfter, 
Earl  of  Offory, 


Present, 

His  Majefty, 

Lord  Chamberlain, 

Earl  of  Sunderland, 

Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Bifhop  of  I^ndon, 

Mr.  Hyde, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Lord  Chief  Jufticc  North, 


Mr.  Coventry, 

Mr.  Secretary  Jen- 
kins, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer, 

Mr.  Godolphin. 


IT  is  this  day  ordered  in  council,  that  Mr..  Attorney  and  Mr.  So- 
licitor General  do  attend  his  majefty's  judges,  and  delire  them  to  a(^ 
iemble  with  all  convenient  ipeed,  and,  being  aflembled,  to  confer  with 
them  concerning  this  queftion  $  viz. 

Whether,  by  his  majefty's  letter,  proclamation,  or  xommiflions,  an* 
nexed,  his  majefty  hath  excluded  himfelf  from  the  power  of  eftablifhing 
laws  in  Jamaica,  it  being  a  conquered  CQuntry, .  and  all  laws  fettled  by 
authority  there  being  now  expired  ? 

And  that,  upon  receiving  the  opinions  of  his  majefty*s  judges,  under 
their  hands  in  writing,  they  do  report  the  fame  to  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council  appointed  a  committee  for  trade  and  foreign  plantations* 
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NUMBER    XXIX.  APPEN- 

DIX. 
MxtraSl  of  an  order  in  council. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  tl>e  7th  of  September,  1680, 

P  R  £  ^  J[  N  Tj 

Lord  Pfelident,       Marquis  of  Worcofter,       Mr.  Secretary  Jenkinjt. 

MR.  Secret^  Jenkins  acquaints  the  committee,  that  Colonel  Long, 
lOf  Jamaica,  had  ibme  days  before  furrendered  himfelf  to  him,  upon  a 
bond  of  .ten  thoufand  pounds  given  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  that  pur* 
pofe  I  and  that  he  had  taken  this  £t:cucicy  for  the  like  fum,  that  be  would 
.attend  the  firil  Gouncil,  on. Friday  next,  1  being  die  lOth  inftant. 


NUMBER    XXX.. 

Copy  of  an  order  in  council. 

jAi^AICA. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council^ 
chamber  at  Whitehall, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,         Marquis  of  Worcefter,         Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Prcfident,       Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr,  Secretary  Jenkins. 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  is  called  in,  and  delivers  a  paper  containing  a 
charge  againft  Colonel  Lx>ng,  which  is  read,  confiding  chiefly  in  three 
points  i  viz.  That  he  had  razed  the  king^s  name  out  of  the  a6t  for  raifing 
a  public  revenue  i  that  he  had  granted  an  habeas  corpus^  being  judge,  for 

Vol.  I.  *  S  f  a  peribn 
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a  pcrfon  condemned  by  law  j  and  had  oppofcd  the  fetUcment  of  the  coun* 
try  purfuant  to  the  king's  orders. 

And  his  lordihip  declaring,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  fay  againft 
Colonel  Long  than  was  contained  in  that  paper,  only  referving  to  him- 
felf  the  liberty  of  explaining  what  he  had  therein  mentioned.  Colonel 
Long  is  called  in,  and  the  paper  read  to  him ;  whereupon  he  pofitively 
'denies  that  he  had  done  any  thing  to  the  bill  without  thediredions  of  the 
af&mbly ;  and  that  he  believes  the  razure  happened,  inafmuch  as  the 
clerk  of  the  aflembly  had  tranfcribed  the  bill  pafled  in  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch's  time,  which  was  now  blotted  out  by  the  agreement  of  the  go- 
vernor, council,  and  aflembly,  and  the  words  written  in  his  hand  were 
only  added  to  make  up  the  fenfe,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  want- 
ing, which  he  did  as  fpeaker  of  that  aflembly  from  whom  he  had  direc* 
tions  ;  which  is  confirmed  by  the  letters  of  Major  Molefwordi,  Mr«  Ber« 
nard,  Mr.  Afhurft,  Mr.  Burton,  and  of  the  clerk  of  the  aflembly. 

As  to  the  granting  an  habeas  corpus,  he  declares  he  did  not  know  the 
perfon  was  condemned ;  and  that  it  is  ufual  for  the  judges  to  fign  blank 
habeas  corpus^s^  which  the  clerk  gives  out  in  courfe. 

And  that  he  never  oppofed  the  king's  orders,  otherwife  than  by  ex- 
prefTing  his  opinion,  that  they  were  not  for  his  majefty's  fervicc,  nor  the 
good  of  the  country. 
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APPEN 
NUMBER    XXXI.  ,  DIX. 

ExtraSt  of  an  order  in  council. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Tucfday  the  1 2th  of  Odtobcr, 
i68c. 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Godolphin, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Marquis  of  Worccfter,  Vifc.  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Seymour. 

THE  Earl  of  Carl ifle  attending,  acquaints  the  committee,  that  the 
aft  for  raifing  a  public  revenue  will  expire  in  March  next,  and  that  the 
government  will  be  lefc  under  very  great  ncccffities,  in  cafe  the  king  do 
not  give  Sir  Henry  Morgan  leave  to  pafs  a  temporary  bill,  until  the  full 
fettlement  of  affairs  (hall  be  agreed  on,  which  is  like  to  take  up  a  cond- 
derable  time;  and  therefore  propofes,  that  the  order  in  council,  dated  the 
14th  of  January  lafl:  (which  is  read)  forbidding  the  governor  to  raife  mo- 
ney by  any  other  aft  or  order  whatfoever  than  by  the  bill  tranfmitted  by 
his  majefly,  which  the  aflembly  will  not  be  willing  to  pafs  until  the  go- 
vernment be  entirely  fettled  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  more  agreeable 
to  them  than  the  Irilh  model,  be  fufpended.  His  lordlhip  proceeds  to 
give  an  account  of  his  tranfaftions  with  the  aflembly  to  perfuade  them  to 
pafs  the  revenue  bill,  and  reads  the  objeftions  of  the  alTcimbly,  and  his 
anfwer  to  them  1  whereof,  and  of  the  council-books,  his  lordihip  is  de- 
0red  to  give  a  tranfcript  to  the  committee. 

There  having  been  two  laws  read  which  were  entered  thereijjj,  the  one 
made  by  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  the  council,  for  raifing  impofts  on  li- 
quors, the  other  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  and  his  council,  being  a  fup- 
plerhental  aft  to  the  former : 

And  his  lordlhip  acquainting  the  committee,  that,  as  for  licences  of 
taverns,  he  had  fet  them  on  foot  before  he  pafled  any  bill  of  revenue : 
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It  is  thereupon  thought  fit,  by  fome  of  their  lordlhips,  that  the  affcmbly 
of  Jamaica  be  induced  to  pafs  a  perpetual  bill,  by  havingleavc  to  appro- 
priate the  revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the  government. 

And  the  committee  is  appointed  to  meet  again  on  this  bufincfs  on 
Thurfday>  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning;  when  Colonel  Long,  and  the 
other  affcmbly-men  lately  come  over,  are  to  attend. 


NUMBER     XXXII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  the  I4di  of  Oflober, 
1680, 

P  R  B  S  £  N  T, 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Clarendon^  Vifcount  Fauconberg, 

Lord  Prefidcnt,  Earl  of  Eflex,  Loi-d  Chief  Juftice  North, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 
Marquis  of  Worccfterj 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  attends,  and  produces  an. entry  in  the  council, 
book  of  Jamaica,  of  a  law  paffed  by  Colonel  D*Oyley  and  the  council^ 
for  raifing  a  public  revenue,  and  of  another  paffed  by  Sir  Charles  Lyt- 
telton  and  the  council,  being  a  fupplemental  aft  to  the  former.  Both 
which  are  indefinite,  and  not  determined  by  the  commiffions  of  Colonel 
D'Oyley  or  my  Lord  Wihdfor,  whofe  deputy  Sir  Charks  I^yttelton 
v/as. 

After  which.  Colonel  Long  and  Mr,  Afhurft  are  called  in  (the  other 
gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  in  the  country)  and  being  alkcd.  Why  they 
were  not  willing  that  a  perpetual  bill  of  revenue  Ihould.pals  in  Jamaica? 
they  mad?  anfwer,  that  they  have  no  other  way  to  make  their  aggriev. 
ances  known  to  the  king,  to  have  them  redrefled,  than  by  the  dcpendancc 
of  the  governor  upon  the  affembly,  which  is  preferved  by  pafling  tem- 
porary bills  of  revenue ;  and  that,  a  perpetual  bill  being  paffed,  all  the 
ends  of  government  would  be  anfwered,  and  there  would  be  no  further 
need  of  calling  affcmblies.     To  which  my  Lord  of  Carlifle  replies,  that, 

5  notwichftanding 
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notwithftanding  any  aft  for  raifing  an  impoft  on  liquors  (hould  be  paiTed    AP  PE  N* 
in  that  manner,  yet  the  neceflitics  and  contingencies  of  the  government       DI  X. 
arc  fuch  as  to  require  the  frequent  calling-  of  afl'emblies,  for  raifing  mo- 
ney by  other  means,  and  doing  public  works,  the  prefent  revenue  comi 
ing  far  fliort  of -the  expence  of  the  government. 

'  Their  lordlhips  tell  Colonel  Long,  that,  in  caft  they  be  willing  and  pafs 
the  aft  of  revenue  indefinitely,  the  king  may  be  induced  to  fettle  other 
perpetual  laws,  which  they  Ihall  propofe  as  beneficial  to  them. 

The  gcmlerncn  of  Jamaica  being  withdrawn,  their  lordftiips  enter  upon 
a  debate  concerning  a  continuance  of  the  two  laws  made  by  Colonel 
D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  before  mentioned,  and  bow  far  tbi 
Englijb  laws  and  metbods  of  government  ought  to  take  place  in  Jamaica  i 
and  it  is  tbere  alledgedy  "  that  the  laws  of  England  cannqt  be  in  force  in  ano^ 
"  tber  country^  where  the  conftitution  of  the  place  is  different  from  that  of 
•'  England:' 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  define  my  Lord  Chief  Jufticc 
North  to  report  his  opinion  in  writing,  on  Monday  next,  upon  the  quef- 
tions  following ;  viz^ 

ift.  Whether  the  king,  by  hifc  proclamation  publi(hed:during  my  Ijord 
Windfor's  go/ernment,  bis  tncgefy's  letter  dated  i^tb  of  January ^  i^7^-3> 
or  any  other  aft,  appearing  by  the  laws  of  England  or  any  laws  of  Ja- 
nnaica,  or  by  his  majefty's  commiSkins  or  inftruftions  to  his  governors, 
has  divefted  himfelf  of  the  power  he  formerly  bad  to  altw  the  forms  of  go- 
vernment in  Jamaica  ? 

ad.  Whether  any  aft  of  the  affembly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  other  aft  of 
his  majefty  or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  afts  made  by  Co- 
lonel D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  for  raifing  a  public  revenue,  or 
whether  they  are  now  in  force  ? 

Memorandum^  His  majefty  being  prefent,  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
North  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Memorandum,  Colonel  Long  having  mentioned  Ibme  tranfac- 
tions  of  my  Lord  Vaughan's  during  his  government,  his  lord- 
ihip  is  to  be  fummoned  for  the  next  meeting. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XXXIII. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations^  .in  the  counciU 

chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Monday  the  i&th  of  Ofkober, 
i68o, 

P  R  B  S  E  N  T, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Lord  Chamberlain,  LordVifc.Fauconbcrg,  Mr,  Seymour, 
Earl  of  ElTex, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  having  acquainted  the  committee,  that 
he  had  confidered  of  the  two  queftions  propofed  by  their  lordfhips  j  and 
that,  although  fome  further  time  would  be  requifite  for  him  to  give  in 
his  anfwer,  yet,  in  refpeft  of  the  hafte  that  was  nect^flary  for  fettling  the 
revenue,  his  lordfliip  undertakes  to  return  his  anfwer  at  the  next  meeting 
upon  the  fecond  queftion ;  wherein  hit  lordfhip  is  defired  to  take  to  his 
afliftance  fome  other  of  his  majefty's  judgejs ;  viz. 

Whether  any  aft  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  aft  of  his  majefty 
or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  afts  made  by  Colonel  D'Oyley 
and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  for  raifing  a  public  revenue,  or  whether  they 
mre  now  in  force  ? 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XXXIV.  APPEN- 

Jamaica.  DIX. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations^  in  the  council* 
chamber  at  Whitehall^  on  Wednefday  the  20th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  1680, 

Presen  T, 

Liord  Prelident^        Earl  of  Eflex^  Lord  Bi(hop  of  London^ 

Earl  of  Sunderland,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins^ 

Earl  of  Bridgwater,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  Mr.  Seymour. 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  having  delivered  his  opinion  in  writ* 
ing  upon  the  queftion  recommended  to  him  at  the  laft  meeting.  Colonel 
Long,  Mr.  Beefton,   Mr.  Afhurft,  and  other  planters  and  merchants  of 
Jamaica,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  are  called  in,  and  his  lordfhip's 
opinion  is  read  to  them  ;  whereby  his  lordfhip  concludes,  that  the  aft  of 
revenue  made  in  1663  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  is  yet  in  force,  as  being 
not  repealed  by  any  fubfequent  a£b,  which  were  limited  to  the  term  of 
two  years  by  his  majefty's  commands.    But  Colonel  Long  objeds,  that 
there  was  a  law  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  which  declares  all  laws 
pa0ed  at  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton' s  afTemblies  void,  for  want  of  due  form  in 
the  writs,  and  other  particulars :  whereupon  they  are  bid  to  withdraw  $ 
and  whereas  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  was  not  prefent  when  this 
objeAion  was  made,  their  lordfliips  think  fit  that  he  be  acquainted  there- 
with, and  defired  to  renew  his  opinion ;  and  the  gendemen  of  Jamaica 
arc  alfo  defired  to  be  ready  with  the  objeftions  they  have  to  make  to  his 
lordihip's  report,  at  the  next  meeting,  which  is  appointed  for  to-morrow 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. 


NUMBER 
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N  U  M  B,E,k      XXXV. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations^  in  the  councii. 
chamber    at  Whitehall,  Thurfday   21ft    of  Oftober, 

i68o> 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Bridgwater,    Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,      Lord  Chief  Jufticc  North, 

Marquis,  of  Wqrcdler,   Vifc.  Fauconberg,       Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

THE  lords,  being  met  to  confider  the  bufineft  of  Jamaica,  order  the 
^proclamation  puWilhed  in  my  Lord  Windfor's  time  to  be  read :  and 
thereupon  their  lordfliips  exprefs  their  opinion,  that  his  majcfty  did 
thereby  affure  and  fettle  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  but  not, the  go^ 
vernment  and  form  :  thence  thcfe  qucftions  did  arifc  j  viz. 

I  ft.  Whether,  upon  the  confideration  of  the  commiflion  and  inftruo- 
tions  to  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  and  the  ionfiiiuium 
of  the  ijland  tberrufon,  the  afts  of  council  made  by  Colonel  D'Qylcy  and 
Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  were  perpetual  iaws,  binding  to  the  iohabitarnts  >of 
the  ifland  ? 

2d.  Whether,  fuppofing  thofe  laws  good  and*  perpetual, ^iny.of  the  ibb- 
fequent  laws,  or  the  proclamation  in  my  Lord  Windfor'^time,  have  taken 
away  the  force  of  thefe  laws  ? 

And  becaufe  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  made  divers  obje6bions  agalnft 
the  validity  of  thofe  laws,  as  being  made  by  the  governors  and  council 
without  an  alTembly,  and  againft  the  perpetuity  of  them,  as  being  're- 
pealed by  fubfequent  laws ;  their  lordfhips  do  therefore  think  it  moft 
conducing  to  his  majefty's  fervice,  that  Colonel  Long,  Major 'Beefton, 
and  Mr.  Afhurft,  do  attend  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  in  order  to 
explain  to  his  lordlhip  what  is  chiefly  expefted  by  them,  whereby  they 
may  be  induced  to  fettle  the  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  government, 
to  the  end  matters  may  be  brought  to  an  accommodation. 
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NUMBER      XXXVI.  APPEN. 

Jamaica.  D  I X. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council* 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Wednefday  the  27th  of  Oftober^ 
1680, 

Present, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,        Earl  of  Bath,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

Earl  of  Bridgwater,    Earl  of  Halifax,  chequer. 

Lord  Chamberlain, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  reports,  that  he  has  been  attended 
by  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica,  who  have  declared  themfelves  willing  to 
grant  the  king  a  perpetual  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  governors,  and 
another  bill  for  the  payment  of  contingencies  to  continue  for  feven  years, 
provided  they  may  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  form  of  pafling  laws,  and 
may  be  affured  of  fuch  of  the  laws  of  England  as  may  concern  their  li- 
berty and  property. 

Their  lordfliips  taking  notice,  that  the  revenue  of  Jamaica  will  expire 
in  March  next,  dire<5t  a  letter  to  be  prepared,  for  the  approbation  of  the 
council,  empowering  Sir  Henry  Morgan  to  call  an  affembly,  and  to  en- 
deavour the  pafling  a  temporary  bill,  with  their  confent,  for  the  revenues 
and,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  to  raife  the  fame  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  been 
done  by  former  governors. 

Memorandumy  At  a  council  on  the  inftant,  a  draught 

of  the  aforementi  Dned  letter  was  read. 

And  upon  reading  the  petition  of  the  planters,  merchants,  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Jamaica,  praying  to  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  method  of  mak- 
ing laws,  the  lords  of  the  committee  are  ordered  to  meet  de  die  in  diem^ 
until  ihey  (hall  have  agreed  on  fuch  a  method  for  the  making  of  laws,  and 
the  fettlemcnt  of  the  government,  as  they  fliall  find  moft  convenient  for 
his  majefty's  fervice. 

Vol.  I.  Tt  NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XXXVIL 


Jamaica. 


At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  counc!i« 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Thurfday  the  28th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  1680, 

Present* 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Bifhop  of  London, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  EarlofEffex,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 

Earl  of  Bridgwater,  Vifcount  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 
Earl  of  Sunderland, 

THEIR  lordihips  having  confidered  that  part  of  the  letter  from  die 
council  of  Jamaica,  dated  ^oth  May  lad,  that  concerns  the  laws,  and 
having  read  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  planters  of  Jamaica,  pre* 
fented  in  council  on  the  as  alfo  a  paper  prepared  by 

Mr.  Blackwayr,  concerning  the  manner  of  making  laws  in  Jamaica, 
their  lordfhips,  upon  full  confideratioa  and  debate  of  what  may  bed  con- 
duce to  his  majcfty's  fcrvice,  agree,  that  the  prefent  method  of  making  laws 
in  Barbadocs^  asjettled  by  the  commiffion  of  Sir  Richard  Button^  be  fropojed 
unto  bis  majejiy  in  couucil :  and  that  powers  be  drawn  up  for  the  Farl  of 
Carlifle,  with  inftruAions  fuitable  to  that  fcheme ;  and  with  refpedt  to  the 
prelent  circumftances  of  Jamaica,  and  that  the  aflembly  m';y  be  the  more 
eafily  induced  to  grant  a  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  their 
lordfhips  are  of  opinion,  that  his  majefty's  quit-rents,  and  the  tax  on 
the  wine- licences,  as  well  as  all  other  levies  which  now  are  or  ihall  be 
made,  be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  ^vernment,  and  to  no  other 
j3le  whatfoever* 


NUMBER 
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A^P  PEN- 
NUMB  E  R      XXXyilL  DIX, 

Extract  efan  orier  in  council. 


At  die  comitiictee  of  trade  and  plantations^  in  the  council*  < 
chamber  at  Whitehall>  on  Saturday  the  30th  of  0£tot)er^, 
1680^ 

P  R  B  S  £  N  T5 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Vifcount  Fauconberg, 

Duke  of  Albemarle, .  Earl  of  Clarendon, .  Earl  of  HalifaXj 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Earl  of  Efiex^  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. . 
Earl  of  Bridgwater. 

COLONEL  Long  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  attend^  and  ^ 
are  acquainted  with  the  refblutions  of  the  committee  to  report  to  his  > 
majefly„that  they  may  enjoy  the  fame  method  of  making  laws  as  is  now 
appointed  for  Barbadoes  s  with  which  the  gentlemen  exprefs  themfelves . 
¥ery  well  fatisfied. 

NUMBER      XXXIX;. 

Co^  of'fowirsto  the  Earl  of  Carlijkfor  making  lawsi 

m 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God;  king  of  England, 
Scotland, .  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, . 
&c. 

To  our  right  trufty  and  right  well-beloved  coufin  Charles  ^ 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  our  captain-general  and  governor  in : 
chief  in  and  over  our  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the 
territories  depending  thereon  j  and  to  our  deputy  go- 
vernor  and  commandirr  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland  | 
and,  in  cafe  of  their  death  or^  abfence,  to  our  council 
of  Jamaica. . 

WHEREAS,  by  our  royal  commiflion.  bearing  date  the  firft  of 
March,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign,  we  having  thought  fit  to  confli. 

T  t  a.  tuto. 


OS. 
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tutc  and  appoint  you,  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle,  captain-general  and  go- 
vernor  in  chief  in  and  over  our  ifland  of  Jamnatca^^and-the  territories  de- 
pending thereon,  thereby  comoianding  and  requiring  you,  or  in  your 
abfence  our  deputy-governor,  or  oifr  council,- to  do  and  execute  all  things 
belonging  to  the  faid  command,  and  the  truft  repofed  in  you,  accOrdin 
to  the  feveral  powers  or  direftions  granted  of  appointed  you  by  the  faid 
oommiflion  and  the  inftruftions  therewith  given  you, or  by  further  powers 
and  inftruftions  to  be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  our  fignec  and  fign 
manual,  as  by  our  faid  commiflion  (reference  being  thereunto  had)  doth 
more  at  large  appear :  and  whereas  it  is  neceflary  that  good  and  wholcfome 
laws  and  ordinances  be  fettled  and  eftabliihed  for  the.  government  and 
fupport  of  our  ifland  of  Jamaica  :  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you 
full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  council, 
from  time  to  time,  as  need  fhall  require,  to  fummon  or  call  general  aflt^m- 
blies  of  the  freeholders  and  planters  within  the  faid  ifland,  in  manner 
and  form  as  is  now  pradlifed  in  Jamaica.  And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
that  the  perfons  thereupon  duly  eleded  by  the  major  part  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  refpedive  pariftics  and  places,  and  fo  returned  (having, 
before  their  fitting,  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  which 
you  fliall  commiffionate  fit  perfons,  under  the  public  feal  of  that  ifland, 
to  adminifter,  and  without  taking  which  none  ftiall  be  capable  of  fitting, 
though  elefted)  ftiall  be  called  arid  held  tTie  general  aflembly  of  our 
ifland  of  Jamaica  ;  and  that  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,,fiiall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  yourfelf  and  of 
the  council,  to  make,  conftitute,  and  ordain  laws,  fliatutes,  and  ordi- 
nances, for  the  public  peace,  welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  faid 
ifland,  and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  fuch  other  as  fliall 
refbrt  thereto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  j  which  faid 
laws,  ftatutes,  aftd  ordinances,  are  to  be  -(as  near  as  conveniently  may  be) 
agreeable  to  the  laws  and  fl:atutes  of  our  kingdom  of  England  :  provided, 
that  all  fuch  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  of  what  nature  or  duration 
whatfoever,  be,  within  three  months,  or  by  the  firft  cpnveyance  after  the 
making  the  fame,  tranfmitted  unto  us  under  the  public  feal,  for  our 
allowance  and  approbation  of  them,  as  alfo  duplicates  thereof  by  the 
next  conveyance ;  and  in  cafe  all  or  any  of  them  (being  not  before  con- 
firmed by  us)  fliall  at  any  time  be  difallowed  and  not  approved,  and  fo 
iignified  by  us,  bur  heirs  or  fucceflTors,  under  our  or  their  fign  manual 

or 
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or  fignet,  or  by  order  of  our  or  their  privy-council,  unto  you,  the  faid    A  P  P  E  N^ 

Earl  of  Carlifle,  or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland  for  the       D I X. 

time  being,  then  fuch  or  fo  many  of  them  as  (hall  be  fo  difallowed  and 

nor  approved  (hall  from  thenceforth  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  utterly 

void  and  of  none  effcft,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithftand- 

ing.     And,  to  the  end  nothing  may  be  pafled  or  done  in  our  faid  ifland 

by  the  faid  council  or  aflembly  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuc- 

ceflfors,  we  will  and  ordain  that  you,  the  faid  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle, 

ihall  have  and  enjoy  a  negative  voice  in  the  making  or  pafling  of  all 

laws,  (latutes,  and  ordinances,  as  aforefaid ;  and  that  you  fhail  and  may 

likewife,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  fliall  judge  it  neceflary,  diflblve  all 

general   aflemblies,  as  aforefaid  j  any  thing  in  our  commiflTion  bearing 

date  as  aforefaid  to   the  contrary   hereof   notwithftianding.     And  our 

will  and  pleafure  is,  that,  in  cafe  of  your  death  or  abfence  from  our 

faid   ifland,    our  deputy-governor   for    the   time  being    cxercife    and 

enjoy  all  and  Angular  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  granted  unto 

you,  or  intended  to  be  gaanted  you,  the  faid  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle  j 

and  in  cafe  he  likewife  happen  to  die,  or  be  abfent  from  our  faid  ifland, 

we  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  our  council  of  Jamaica  to  execute 

the  powers  hereby  given  you,  until  we  fball  declare  our  further  pleafure 

therein. 

Given  at  cur  court  at  Wbitebally  this  ^d  day  of  I^ovemher,  in 
the  thiriy-jecondyear  of  our  reign. 
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BOOK      HI- 

ENGLISH    CHARAIBEAN    I8LAND$« 


CHAP.      I. 

BARBADOES. 

Pirji  Arrival  of  the  Englijh  at  this  Ijland. — Origin^  P^^ST^f^f  ^ni 
termination  of  the  Proprietary  Government. — Revenue  granted 
to  the  Crown  of  \\  per  centum  on  all  Produce  exported — how 
obtained. — Origin  of  the  A&  of  Navigation.— Situation  and 
Extent  of  the  IJland.-^Soil  and  Produce. — Population. — De^ 
dine,  and  Caufes  thereof. — Exports  and  Imports. 

THE  Ifland  of  Barbadoes,  of  which  I  now  propofe  to   c  H  A  F^ 
treat,  was  probably  firft  difcovercd  by  the  Portuguefe  in  '• 

their  voyages  from  Brafil ;  and  from  them  it  received  the  name 
which  it  ftill  retains  fa).     It  was  found  without  occupants  or 

(a)  It  is  faid  not  to  have  been  noticed  in  any  fea-chart  before  the  year  x6oo» 

'  claimants* 
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BOOK  claimants.  The  Charaibes^  for  reafons  altogether  unknown  to 
^^^'  us,  had  defcrted  it,  and  the  Portuguefe>  fatisficd  with  the  fplcndid 
regions  they  had  acquired  on  the  Continent,  feem  to  have  con- 
fidered  it  as  of  little  value.  Having  furniflied  it  widi  a  breed 
of  fwine  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  their  countrymen  as  might 
navigate  the  fame  track,  they  left  the  ifland  in  all  other  refpedls 
as  they  found  it. 

Of  the  Englifh,  the  firft  who  are  known  to  have  landed  in 
this  ifland,  were  the  crew  of  a  ftiip  called  the  Olive  Blojfonty 
bound  from  London  to,  Surinam,  in  1 605,  and  fitted  out  at  the 
cxpence  of  Sir  Olive  Leigh,  whom  Purchas  ftiles  *  a  worfliip- 
*  ful  knight  of  Kent.'  Finding  it  without  inhabitants,  they 
took  pofTeffion  of  the  country,  by  fixing  up  a  crofs  on  the  fpot 
where  James^Town  was  afterwards  built,  with  this  infcription, 
••  James  King  of  England  and  this  ifland ;"  but  they  began 
no  fettlement,  nor  made  any  confiderable  flay  in  a  country  en- 
tirely uninhabited  and  overgrown  with  woods ;  yet  it  furniflied 
them  with  frefli  provifions.  They  found  pigs,  pigeons,  and 
parrots,  and  the  fea  abounded  with  fifli. 

■ 

Some  years  after  this,  a  fliip  of  Sir  William  Courteen's, 
a  merchant  of  London,  returning  fi-om  Brafil,  was  driven  by 
flrcfs  of  weather  into  this  ifland,  and  finding  refrefliments  on 
it,  the  mafter  and  feamen,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  made  fo 
favourable  a  report  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  country, 
that  Lord  Ley  (afterwards  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  Lord 
High  Treafurer)  immediately  obtained  from  King  James  the 
Firfl:  a  grant  of  the  ifland  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs  in  perpe- 
tuity. 

COURTEIIN 
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CouRTEEN  himfclf  was  a  man  of  extenfive  views  and  mag-  CHAP, 
nificent  projects.  He  immediately  began  (probably  under  the 
patronage  of  Marlborough)  to  form  ideas  of  eftablifhing  a  co- 
lony in  the  diftant  but  promifing  territory.  Having  engaged 
about  thirty  perfons,  who  undertook  to  fettle  in  the  ifland,  and 
furnifhed  them  with  tools»  provifions,  and  necefTaries  of  all 
kinds  for  planting  and  fortifying  the  ifland,  he  appointed 
William  Deane  their  governor,  and  fent  them  away  in  a  fhip 
called  the  William  and  John,  commanded  by  John  PowelL 
They  arrived  fafe  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 624,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  a  town,  which,  in  honour  of  the  fovereign, 
they  denominated  James -Town;  and  thus  began  the  firft 
Englifh  fettlement  in  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes. 

For  fome  time  previous  to  this,  it  had  become  fafhionable 
for  men  of  high  rank  and  diftindtion  to  engage  in  fea  ad- 
ventures, proclaiming  themfelves  the  patrons  of  colonization 
and  foreign  commerce.  In  the  lifts  of  thofe  who  contributed 
to  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  Virginia,  New  England,  the  Ber-* 
muda  Iflands,  and  other  places  in  the  New  World,  may  be 
Yound  the  names  of  many  of  the  firft  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
kingdom.  Among  others  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  fuch 
purfuits,  at  the  time  that  Barbadoes  was  thus  planted  by  a  pri-* 
vate  merchant,  was  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlifle.  This  noble* 
man  was  at  that  juncture  engaged  in  the  eftablifliment  of  a  co- 
lony in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher  (as  we  ftiall  hereafter  have 
occafton  more  particularly  to  relate)  and,  either  not  knowing  of 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough's  patent,  or  conceiving  that  it  inter* 

Vol.  L  U  u  fered 
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fercd  with  his  own  pr^tenfions  (b)^  he  applied  for  and 
in  the  firft  year  of  Charles  I.  a  warrant  for  a  grants  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  of  iall  the  Charaibean 
Iflands,  including  alfo  Barbadoes  ;  but  when  the  grant  came  to 
be  aduaDy  pafled,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  oppofed  it,  on  the 
ground  of  priority  of  right.  The  difpute  between  thefe  noble 
lords  continued  for  a conliderable  time;  at  length  the  contend*- 
ing  parties  diought  it  prudent  to  compromife  the  matter,  and> 
on  the  Earl  qf  Carlifle's  undertaking  to  pay  the  annual  fum  of 
^.  300  to  the  Earl  erf*  Marlborough  and  his  heirs  for  ever, 
Marlborough  waved  his  patent^  and>  in  confequence  of  this  ar- 
rangement, on  the  2d  of  June  \bzj^  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  pa>* 
tent  pafled  the  great  feal,  who  thereupon  became  fole  pro- 
prietor (c)^ 

DURINQ 

{I)  It  is  faid  that  he  had  obtained  Froin  James  I.  a  grants  or  warrant  for  a 
pant,  under  the  great  feal,  of  all  die  Charaibean  Iflands,  which  the  king  ere£led 
into  a  province  by  thd  name  of  Carlhla^  on  thd  modd  of  the  palilinate  of  Durhanu 

(c)  Among  other  claufes  in  this  graht  are  the  following :  *^  Purth^  know 
ye)  that  we,  for  us  our  heirs  and  fuccdTors,  have  authorized  and  appointed  the  find 
yames  Earl  of  CarUfli  and  his  heirs  (of  whofe.  fidelity,  prudence,  juftice,  anA 
wifdom,  we  have  great  confidence)  for  the  good  and  happy  government  of  the 
faid  province,  whether  for  die  public  fecurity  of  the  faid  province  or  the  private 
utility  of  tYtry  man,  to  make,  ere^  and  fet  forth,  and  under  his  or  their  fignet  to 
publifli,  fuch  la^vs  as  he  the  faid  Esirl  of  Sarlifit^  or  his  heir%  with  tit  xonfrnt^ 
aj/inty  and  approbation  rftbtfra  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province^  or  the  gnaterpart 
^f  thinly  thereunto  to  be  called^  and  in  fuch  form  as  he  or  they  in  his  or  their  dif* 
cretion  ihall  think  fit  and  beft.  And  thefe  laws  tnuft  all  men  for  the  time  be- 
ing, that  do  live  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province,  obferve  $  whether  thef 
be  bound  to  feo,  or  from  thence  returning  to  England^  or  atiy  other  our  domi* 
iiions,  or  any  other  place  appointed,  upon  fucii  impofitions,  penalties^  imprifiui* 

ment^t 
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During  thiB  confeeft  about  the  difpof^l  of  countries,  t»o(k   CHAP, 
of  which  were  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  their  proper  owa« 
trs,  the  Chaiaibes ;  the  man»  who  alone  had  the  merit  of  an-> 

menty  or  nibaint  that  it  bchoveth^  and  the  quality  of  the  oflFence  requirethi  either 
upon  the  body,  or  death  itfelf,  to  be  executed  by  the  faid  yames  Earl  of  CarliJIe^ 
and  by  his  heirs,  or  by  his  or  their  deputy,  judges,  juflices,  magillrates,  officers, 
■nd  miniRers,  aecordiiig  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  thefe  prelents,  in  what 
caufe  Ibever,  and  wi$h  iich  power  as  to  him  tf^e  faid  Janut  Earl  of  CarUfle^  or  his 
heir,  fliall  feem  heft ;  and  to  difpofe  of  offences  or  riots  whatfoever,  either  by  fe» 
or  land,  whether  before  judgment  received,  or  after  remitted,  freed,  pardoned,  or 
forgiven  $  and  to  do  and  to  perform  all  and  every  thing  and  things,  which  to  the 
fulfilling  of  juftice,  courts  or  manner  of  proceeding  in  their  tribunal,  may  or  doth 
belong  or  appertain,  although  OTcpfefs  mention  of  them  in  thefe  prefects  be  not 
made,  yet  we  have  granted  full  power  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents  therein  to  be 
made;  which  laws  fo  abfolutely  proclaimed,  and  by  (trength  of  right  fupported  as 
they  are  granted,  we  will,  enjoin,  charge,  and  command  all  and  every  fubjeft 
and  liege  people  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  fo  far  as  them  they  do  concern, 
inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve,  under  the  pains  therein  expreiied  i  fo  as  notwitlv- 
Ibuiding  the  afore(aid  laws  be  agreeable  and  not  nspugnant  unto  reafon,  nor 
agatnft  it ;  but  as  convenient  and  agreeable  as  may  be  to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  cuf- 
toms,  and  rights  of  our  kingdom  of  England*** --^^^  We  will  aMb,  of  our  princely 
grace,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ftraigbtly  charge,  make;  and  ordain,  that 
die  fidd  province  be  of  our  allegiance^  and  that  all  and  every  fubjcA  and  liege 
*people  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  brought  or  to  be  brought,  and  their  chil- 
dren, whether  there  bom  or  afterwards  to  be  born,  become  natives  and  fubje^  of 
us  our  heirs  and  fuceflbrs,  and  be  as  tt^e  as  they  that  were  born  in  England  \  and 
fo  their  inheritance  within  our  kingdom  of  Englandy  or  other  our  dominions,  tQ 
feek,  receive,  take,  hold,  buy,  and  poflefs,  and  ufe  and  enjoy  them  as  his  own,  and 
to  give,  fell,  alter,  and  bequeath  them  at  their  pleafure ;  and  alfo  freely,  quietly, 
and  peaceably  to  have  and  polTelii  all  the  liberties,  f/anchifes,  and  privileges  of  this 
kingdom,  and  them  to  ufe  and  enjoy  as  liege  people  of  England^  whether  born,  or 
to  be  born,  without  impediment,  moleH^ation,  vexation,  injury,  or  trouble  of  us 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  any  ftatute,  a€^,  ordinance,  or  provifo,  to  the  contrary 
MOtwithftanding.*' 

U  u  2  nexinjg 
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fecms  to  have  been  fhamefuUy  negledfced.  The  Earl  of  Marl- 
borough, having  fecured  to  himfelf  and  his  pofterity,  the  grati- 
fication I  have  mentioned,  deferted  him ;  and  the  Lord  Carlifle^ 
having  done  him  premeditated  injury,  became  his  irreconcile- 
able  enemy.  Courteen,  however,  found  a  friend  in  William 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  reprefented  his  cafe  in  fuch  a  light  to 
the  King,  as  to  obtain  a  revocation  of  Carlifle's  patent,  and  a 
grant  to  himfelf  in  truft  for  Courteen. 

But  the  hopes  of  this  worthy  citizen  were  of  fhort  conti- 
nuance. The  Earl  of  Carlifle  was,  at  that  jun&ure,  abfent 
from  the  kingdom,  a  circumflancc  which  gave  Ibme  colour  to 
his  charge  of  injuilice  and  precipitancy  in  the  proceeding* 
On  his  return  to  England,  he  complained  that  he  had  beea 
condemned  and  deprived  of  his  property  unheard;  and  the 
monarch  on  the  throne,  who  feems,  through  the  whole  of  his 
unfortunate  reign,  rather  to  have  wanted  refolution  to  purfue 
the  right  path,  than  fagacity  to  difccrn  it,  trod  back  his  ground 
a  fecond  time ;  for,  unable  to  relift  the  clamorous  importunity 
of  a  worthlefs  favourite,  he  aftually  annulled  the  grant  to  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and,  by  fecond  letters  patent  to  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  again  reflored  to  him  the  privileges  of  which  he  had 
himfelf,  a  fhort  time  before,  deprived  him» 

Thus  by  an  aft  of  power,  which  its  repugnancy  and  abfur- 
dity  alone,  rendered  illegal,  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  again  found  him- 
felf lord  paramount  of  Barbadoes ;  and  in  order  completely  to 
ruin  all  the  interefls  in  the  colony  of  his  competitor,  he  prcv 

ceeded 
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ceeded  to  diflribute  the  lands  to  luch  perfbns  as  choie  to  re-  C  H  A  P» 
ceive  grants  at  his  hands  on  the  terms  propofed  to  them.  A 
£x:iety  of  London  merchants  (d)  accepted  ten  thoufand  acres> 
on  conditions  which  promiied  great  advantage  to  the  proprie* 
tor;  but  they  were  allowed  the  liberty  of  fending  out  a  perfon 
to  prelide  over  their  concerns  in  the  colony^  and  they  made 
choice  for  this  purpofe  of  Charles  Woolfcrftone,  who  repaired 
to  the  ifland>  accompanied  with  fixty^four  perfons^  each  of 
whom  was  authorized  to  take  up  i  oo  acres  of  land.. 

These  people  landed  on  the  5th  of  July,  1628,  at  which 
time  Courtf  en's  fettlement  was  in  a  very  promifing  condition  v 
but  Woolferftone  declared  it  an  incroachment  and  ufurpation^ 
and,  being  fupportcd  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  William  Tufton,  who 
was  i^nt  out  as  chief  governor  by  Lord  Carlifle,  in  1629,  with 
a  force  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  his  pretenfions,  he 
compelled  the  friends  of  Courteen  to  fubmit  j  and  the  interefts 
of  the  latter  were  thenceforth  fwallowed  up.  and  forgotten  (e).. 

■ 

The  fads  which  J  have  thus  recited  have  been  related  lo 
often  by  others,  that  an  apology  might  be  neceflary  for  their 
infertion  in  this  work,  were  it  not,  that  by  comparing  one  ac- 
count with  another,  I  have  been  enabled  to  corredl  fome  im- 

:  (i)  The  names  of  thofe  merchants  were  Marmaduke  Brandob,  William  Perkio, 
Alexander  Bancfter,  Robert  Wheatly,  Edmond  Forfter,  Robert  Swinnerton^  Henoy 
Wheatly,  John  Charles,  and  John  Farringdon.     • 

(c)  In  this  year,  Sir  William  Tufton  gave  140  grants  of  land,*jConiiprizing  in 
the  whole  15,872  acres,  and  on  the  23d  of  February,  1630,  he  pafled  divers  laws„ 
And  an>ong  others  one  for  dividing  the  ifland  into  fix  pariihes* 

portant 
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B  O  O  It  portint  errors,  in  each.  Aadt  the  dbim  of  the  Earl  c^  Cariifle 
IH.  having  originally  introduced  and  eilabli(hed  the  very  heavy  in- 
ternal iinpofidon  on  their  geo&  produce,  ta  which  the  planters 
of  this,  and  fbme  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  are  to  this  day 
liable ;  I  have  thought  it  neceiiary  to  be  particular  and  mimite, 
in  tracing  the  claim  itfelf  from  the  beginning.  In  what  man- 
ner ic  produced  the  burthen  in  queftion,  and  how  Barbadoes  re- 
verted from  a  proprietary  to  a  royal  government,  I  ihall  now 
proceed  to- relate. 

The  adminift ration  of  Sir  William  Tufton^  the  firft  governor 
appointed  by  Lord  Carliile,  proving  difagreeable  to  his  lord« 
ihip,  Captain  Henry  Hawley  was.fent  over  in  1631  to  fuper- 
fede  him.  Tufton  reientiug  this  meafure,  procured  the  figna* 
tures  of  ibme  of  the  planters  to  a  petition  complaining  of  Maw- 
ley's  condud:.  Hawley  conftrued  this  petition  into  an  a£t  of 
mutiny  on  the  part  of  Tufton,  for  which  he  had  him  tried  and 
condemned  by  a  court-martial,  and  with  very  little  ceremony 
caufcd  him  to  be  (hot  to  death ;  a  proceeding  univerfally  ex- 
claimed againft  as  a  mdfl:  horrid  and  atrocious  murder.  Haw- 
ley, however,  though  recalled  on  this  account,  not  only  efcaped 
jpuniihment  through  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron,  but  was 
ibon  afterwards  fent  back  again  as  chief  governor ;  in  which 
^capacity  he  remained  till  1638,  when  he  was  driven  from 
the  country  by  the  united  voice  of  all  the  inhabitants ;  who 
however  permitted  his  brother  William  Hawley  to  aft  as 
commander  in  chief  until  a  governor  ihould  be  nominated  at 
home.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Major  Hunckes,  who,  leaving 
ihe  ifland  in  1^41^  appointed  PhiUp  BelU  Efquire^  his  deputy, 

and 
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and  Bell,  in  1645,  was  appointed  chief  governor  (f).  But  the  C  H  A  ?• 
conduA  of  Hawley,  thus  violent  and  bloody,  and  the  fupport  y_  \  , 
which  he  received  from  the  proprietor,  had  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  new  fettlers  from  power  thus  delegated  and  abufed ;  and 
the  proprietor's  anthori^  loft  ^ound  every  day.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  civil  war  in  England  caufed  many  people,  of  peaceable 
tempers  and  difpofitions,  to  take  refuge  in  this  iiland ;  and  the 

(f)  During  the  adminiftration  of  this  gendeman,  many  fidutary  jaws-'-wtfie'  ■ 
pafTed  $  among  others  the  following : 

I  ft.  <^  An  A£l  for  the  continuance  and  obfervation  of  all  a£ls  and  fiatuies  not  ' 
repealed  /'  which  A£t  recites  that  there  were  divfers  and  fiindr^  good  and  whole-* 
fome  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances  provided,  enaA^,  and- made,  afligned,  and 
agreed  upon,  by  and  with  the  aflent,  confenf,  and  an>robation  of  the  governor,  - 
council,  and  freeholders  out  of  every  {>ari/h  of  theiilaQd,  intituled  A  General  J^'^ 
fembly  for  that  purpofe  ekSledy  madcy  end'uhofen,:   And  it  is  thereby  enaded,  that 
none  of  thofe  laws  (hall  be  altered,  or  any  thing  added  to  them,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  a  like  GeHerd  Affembljf    And  that  every  pariih  fliould  teive  two  repre« 
fentatives  at  lead,  to  be  elefted  by  the  freeholders, 

id  "  An  addition  to  an  Ad  intitled,  <^  An  A61  for  fettling  the  eftates  and 
titles  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to  their  poileffions  in  their  ieveral  planta-  .'  *      :       ^^ 

tations  within  the  fame  :''  it  \\  therein  recited,  that  in  a  claufe  in  the  firft  a9  it 

is  ovdabed,  that  lill  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland ,  that  were  in  quiet  pofiefSon  of  , 

any  lands  or  tenements  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  from  alky  fonner  governor,  or 
by  conveyance  or  other  7&  in  law,  from  them  who  had  Ihe  £ime  warranty 
ihould  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  ai  their  free  eftate :  and,  as  feme  fcruples 
"bad  iince  arifen,  whether  an  eftate  for  life  or  Inheritance  might  be  conftrued  from 
the  fame,  for  want  of  the  words  their  heirs  i  to  the  intent  the  fame  might  be  more  * 
fully  e)cplained,  and  all  dilutes  of  that  kind  for  the  future  aboliflied.  It  is  en- 
abled, that  by  the  words  as  their  fre^  4/ia(4Sy  was  meant^  the  whole  ejlate  and  in^ 
heritance  of  the  refpedive  plantations  within  this  ifland,  fo  that  by  fuch  poflelfion 
in  manner  as  by  the  (aid  2&  is  exprefle^  the  faid  inhabitants  are  thereby  adjudged 
and  declared  to  have  aiid  to  hold  their  lands  of  right  to  them,  to  difpofe  of  or 
alienate,  or  oth^rwife  to  defcehd,  or  be  confirmed  to  their  IxehnB  for  ever/* 

I  coniequent 
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B  O  O  IC  confcquent  ruin  of  the  King's  affairs  induced  a  ftiU  greater 
^^^'  number,  many  of  whom  had  been  officers  of  rank  in  his  fer- 
vice,  to  follow  their  example.  The  emigration  from  the  mo- 
ther country  to  this  ifland  was  indeed  fo  great  during  the  com-' 
motions  in  England,  that  in  1650  it  was  computed  there  were 
20>ooo  white  men  in-  Barbadoes,  half  of  them  able  to  bear 
arms,  and  furnifhing  even  a  regiment  of  horfe  to  the  number 
of  one  thoufand* 

**  These  adventurers,^'  fays  Lord  Clarendon,  "  planted 
without  any  body's  leave,  and  without  being  oppofed  or  con- 
tfadidled  by  any  body."  The  cafe  feems  to  have  been,  that 
the  governor  for  the  time  being  granted  lands  to  all  who  ap- 
plied, on  receiving  a  gratuity  for  himfelf ;  and  the  claim  of 
the  proprietor,  whether  difputed  in  the  ifland,  or  difregarded 
amidft  the  confufions  at  home,  was  at  length  tacitly  and 
filently  relinquiflied  (g)^, 

The  colony,  left  to  its  own  efforts,  and  enjpying  an  unli- 
mited freedom  of  trade,  flourifhed  beyond  example.  In  the 
year  1646,  however,  the  then  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who  was  fon 
and  heir  of  the  patentee,  flimulated  by  the  renown  of  its 
wealth  and  prolperity,  began  to  revive  his  claims  as  hereditary 
proprietor ;  and,  entering  into  a  treaty  with  Lord  Willoughby 
of  Parham,  conveyed  to  that  nobleman  all  his  rights  by  leafe 
for  twenty-one  years,  on  condition  of  receiving  one  half  the 

{g)  Lord  Carlifle  had  originally  ftipulated  for  an  annual  tribute  of  forty  pounds 
'«f  cotton  wool  from  each  pcrfoa  who  held  lands  under  his  grant. 

profits 
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Mofits  in  the  meantime  ;   but  juftiy  apprehending  that  the  CHAP, 
refident  planters  might  difpute  his  pretenfions^  he  very  readily         ^ 
concurred  with  Lord  Willoughby  in  Soliciting  a  commiflion  for 
the  latter,  as  chief  governor,  under  the  fandtion  of  regal  au-* 
tfaority  (b). 

This,  though  an  abfolute  dereli<flIon  of  the  proprietary fliip, 
was  aiked  and  obtained ;  and  the  Lord  Willoughby,  thus  com-* 
roiiHoned,  embarked  for  his  government ;  and,  in  confideration 
of  the  royal  appointment,  was  received  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  warmly  attached  to  the  King's  intereft,  with  refpedt  and 
obedience.  It  feems  probable^  that,  at  his  firll  coming,  he  faid 
nothing  of  his  leafe  from  Carlifle ;  trufting  rather  to  future 
management  for  the  re-eflablifhment  of  that  lord's  preteniions^ 
than  to  an  open  avowal  of  them  on  his  arrival.  We  are  told» 
however,  by  Clarendon,  that  he  obtained  from  the  planters  a 
promife  of  a  contribution  to  the  proprietor ;  but  before  it  was 
carried  into  eflFcdl,  the  regal  authority  was  aboliOied  in  Eng- 
land, and  Barbadoes  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  new  re- 
public, by  whom  another  governor  was  appointed. 

On  the  reiloration  of  Charles  II.  and  the  re-eflablifhment 
of  the  royal  authority  over  all  the  Britifli  dominions  (i)^  Lord 

Willoughby, 

{h)  When  this  application  was  made,  the  King  was  in  the  hands  of  the  par- 
Hament ;  the  commiffion  therefore,  with  his  Majefty's  privity  and  approbation, 
was  figned  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  that  time  in  Holland. 

{%)  On  the  1 8th  of  February,  1661,  his  Majefty  honoured  thirteen  gentlemen 

of  Barbadoes  with  the  dignity  of  baronetage,  in  confideration  of  their  loyalty  and 

bufferings  during  the  civil  war :  They  were,  Sir  John  Colleton,  Sir  James  Modi- 

VOL.L  Xx  ford. 
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BOOK  Willoughby^  who  had  eight  or  liinc  years  of  his  leafe  tinex^ 
I'l*  ^  pired,  applied  to  the  King  for  leave  to  return  to  his  govern- 
ment 6f  Barbadoes.  To  this  application  no  objeftion  would 
have  been  made  by  the  inhabitants,  if  his  lordfliip  had  con(i« 
dered  himfclf  merely  as  reprefentative  of  the  crown ;  but  his 
connedtion  and  contraft  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  were  by  this, 
time  fufEciently  underftood  by  the  planters,  who  fiiw  with  afto* 
nifhment  that  they  were  regarded  by  thofc  great  lords  as  mere 
tenants  at  will  of  theia:  poffeflions.  They  folicitcd  therefore  the 
King's  fupport  and  protection,  **  They  pleaded/'  fays  Cla- 
rendon, "  that  they  were  the  King's  fubjeds ;  that  they  had 
repaired  to  Barbadoes  a^  to  a  defolate  place,  and  had  by  their  in-^ 
duftry  obtained  a  livelihood  there,  when  they  could  not  with  a 
•  good  confcience  ftay  in  England ;  that  if  they  fhould  now  be 
left  to  thoie  lords  to  ranfom  themfelves  and  compound  for  their 
eftates,  they  muft  leave  the  country,  and  the  plantation  be  de* 
ftroyed>  which  yielded  his  Majefty  fo  great  a  revenue/*  Re- 
fpefting  the  charter  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  they  in(ift« 
cd  pofitively  that  it  was  void  in  law ;  and  they  made  two  hum- 
ble propofitions  to  the  King,  either  that  his  Majefty  would 
give  them  leave  to  inftitute  in  his  name,  but  at  their  own  coft,, 
a  procefs  in  the  Exchequer  for  trying  the  validity  of  the  earl's 
patent ;  or  that  he  would  leave  thofe  who  claimed  under  it  (for 
the  fecond  Earl  of  Carlifle  dying  in  the  interim,  had  be- 
queathed his  rights  in  the  Wefl:  Indies  to  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul) 
to  their  legal  remedy,  abfolutely  denying  that  cither  the  late  or 

ford,  Sir  Jam^s  Drax,  Sir  Robert  Davers,  Sir  Robert  Hacket^  Sir  John  Yeattians,, 
Sir  Timothy  Thornbill)  Sir  John  Witham,  Sir  Robert  Legard,  Sir  John  Wor- 
film,  Sir  John  Rawdon,  Sir  Edwyn  Stede,  Sir  Wiilougbby  Chaniberlayne. 

•J-  former 
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former  Lord  Caxlifle  had  fajftaioed  the  fmalleil  expence  ia  fet-  CHAP, 
tling  the  colony*  ^ ^* 

Instbad  of  confenting  to  either  of  thofe  mod  rcafonable 
propofitions,  the  King  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  into  .the  fc- 
veral  allegations  and  claims  of  the  parties  concerned,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  privy-council ;  before  whom  fome  of  the  planters 
being  heard,  one  of  them,  in  order  more  readily  to  induce  the 
King  to  take  the  fovereignty  of  the  ifland  into  his  own  hands, 
o&e^Gd,  in  the  nam^  of  the  inhabitants,  to  confent,  in  that 
cafe,  to  lay  an  ixnpofition  df  fo  much  in  the .  hundred  on  the 
produce  of  their  eftates,  out  of  which  his  Majefty's  governor 
might  be  honourably  fupported,  and  the  King  difpofe  of  the 
overplus  as  he  ihould  think  fit.  To  a  monarch  of  Charles's 
difpofition,  this  was  too  tempting  a  proppfition  to  be  refifted. 
We  arc  informed  that  his  Majefty  received  the  offer  very  gra- 
cumfly ;  **  and  the  next  care  of  the  committee,"  adds  the  noble 
hiftorian,  who  was  himfelf  of  that  body,  "  was  to  make  fome 
computation,  that  might  be  depended  upon,  as  to  the  yearly  re- 
venue, that  would  arife  upon  the  impofition  witliin  the  ifland." 
But  the  planters,  when  called  up  the  next  day  to  give  fatisfac- 
tion  in  this  particular,  infifted  that  Mr.  Kendall,  the  perfon  who 
had  made  the  offer,  had  no  authority  to  undertake  for  them, 
or  the  inhabitants  within  the  ifland  i  and  the  utmoft  they 
could  be  brought  to  promife  for  themfelves  was,  that  they 
would  ufe  their  endeavours  with  their  friends  in  the  ifland,  to 
fettle  fuch  a  revenue  on  the  crown  as  the  Gircumfl:ances  of  the 
colony  would  admit  of,  which  they  iaid  the  aflembly  idone  was 
competent  to  determine. 

X  X  2  The 


J4^ 
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BOOK         The  profpe<a  of  a  revenucy  though  diftant  and  uncertaia^ 
11^         brought  forward  the  creditors  of  the  Earl  of  Carliile»  the  pa- 
tentee, who  was  indebted,  it  feems,  at  his  death*  in  the  fum  of 
j^.  ^o,ooo>  and  they  had  no  hopes  of  being  paid  but  from  the 
profits  of  his  Weft  Indian  pofleflions.     The  hcics  of  the  Earl- 
of  Marlborough  likewife  put  ii>  their  claim  for  the  arrearage  of 
the  annuity  of  jC-3^^>  granted  under  the  original  compromiie 
which  I  have  before  mentioned  ^  and  the  Lord  Willoughby* 
infifted  at  the  fame  time  on  receiving  a:  moiety  of  whatever 
profits  might  arife  during  the  remainder  oj^the  term  yet  un^c«- 
pired  in  his  leafe.   The  other  moiety,  during  that  time,  and  thc^ 
whole  ill  reverfion,  was  claimed  by  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 

To  fatisfy  thefe  feveral  claimants,  and  fecure  a  perpetuair 
revenue  to  the  crown,  was  a  work  of  difficulty,  and  its  accom- 
plifliment  feems  to  have  been  the  fole.  aim  of  the  King's  mini- 
fters ;  by  whom,  after  a  tedious  but  partial  inveftigation*  (con-^ 
fidering  the  colony  as  wholly  at  the  King's  mercy)   it  was 
finally  ordered,  that  the  Lord  Willoughby  fliould  immediately, 
repair  to  his  government,  and  infift  on  the  grant  and  eftabliih-^ 
men t  by  the  aflembly  of  a  permanent  and  irrevocable  revenue 
of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  on  all  dead 
commodities^  the  growth  of  the  iiland,  (hipped  to  any  port  of/ 
the  world ;  the  money  arifing  therefi'om  to .  be  applied  as  fol-^  - 
lows : . 

First,  towards  an  honourable  and  immediate  provifion  for - 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  who,  it  was  alledged,  had  Sacrificed  his 
fi^rtune  in  the  King's  fervice,  and  who  covenanted,  cm  fuch*^ 

provifioa: 
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provifion  being  fecured  to  hini>  to  furrender  the  Carlifle  patent   C  H  A  P. 
to  the  crown.  ^- 

Secondly,  towards  fatisfadtioti  acid  full  difcharge  of  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough's  annuity. 

Thirdly,  it  wa6  ftipulated  that  the  furplud  fhould  be  di«- 
vided  equally  between  the  creditors  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  and 
the  Lord  Willoughby,  during  die  term  yet  unexpired  of  his 
Itfrdihip's  leafe*.  Qnthe  expiration  thereof,  the  remainder,, 
after  providing  ^.1,200  p6r  annum  for  the  King's  governor 
for  the  time  being,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  among  the  faid  cre- 
ditors till  their  demands  were  fully  fatisfied  and  difcharged. 

■ 

Fourthly;  on  the  extinction  of  thofe  feveral  incumbrances^ . 
itiwas  ftipulated  that  the  whole  revenue,  fubjedl  to  the  charge 
of  ^«  1 ,200  per  annvon  to  the  governor,  fhould  be  at  the  dif« 
pofal  of  the  crown*  « 

On  thefe  terms  it  was  underftbod  that  the  proprietary  go-* 
vernment  was  to  be  diffolved, .  and  that  the  planters  were  to 
confider  themfelves  as  legally  confiraned  in  ppfleiHon  of  their 
eftates,  and  to  carry  into  ef£e(ft  the  important  point,  on  which 
the  whole  arrangement  depended  (the  grant  of  a  perpetual  re- 
venue by  the  affembly).  the  Lord  Willoughby  returned  to  his 
government  in  1663. . 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  planters,  on  his  lordihip's  arri-  < 
val,  though  devoted  to  the  interefts  of  the  crown,  fhould  have 

loudly 
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loudly  murmured  at  the  condu(3:  and  xfetecmination  of  the  Bri* 
tifli  government  in  the  progrefs  and  conclufion  .of  the  vrliuld 
bufinefs.  Clarendon  himfelf  confefTes  that  the  grant  to  Car- 
lifle  was  voidable  by  law.  The  King  therefi>te.kid  them  un*- 
der  no  great  obligation  in  obtaining  a  furrender  of  iti  Mai^ 
of  the  planters  had  been  obliged  to  quit  their  native -country  in 
confequence  of  the  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  regal  caufe  dur- 
ing the  civil  war:  by  the  late  fettlcment  th^  perceived  a  regard 
exprefled  towards  ev^ry  intereft  concerned  but  their  own  ;  and 
the  return  which  they  met  with^  both  for  thdir  fofmer  for* 
vices,  and  alfb  for  augmenting  the  tradd,  revemic^  and 
dominion  of  the  parent  ftate  by  their  fecent  kbour^,  was 
a  demand  of  a  contribution,  which  they  ftated  would  a- 
mount  to  ten  per  cent,  on  the  clear  profits  of  their  eilates 
for  ever. 

But  their  complaints,  though  well  founded,  were  utiavaa-* 
ing.  The  king  and  his  governor,  were  too  deeply  interefted  to 
recede.  The  aflembly  was  called  upon  to  forge  chains  fof 
themfelves  and  their  children ;  and,  if  perfuafion  fliould  fail, 
force  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  was  aftually  employed  to  com- 
pel them  to  fubmiflioH.  Colonel  Farmer,  who  led  the  party 
in  oppofition,  was  arretted  and  fent  prifoner  to  England,  on  a 
charge  of  mutiny  and  treafon,  nor  was  he  releafed  till  after  a 
tedious  and  fevere  confinement.  A\ted  by  this  example,  and 
fenfible  that  no  fupport  could  be  expecSted  from  the  people  at 
home,  whofe  privileges  lay  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  reftored 
monarch,  the  aflembly  pafled  an  a6l  for  the  purpofes  required 

of 
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m£  them ;  and  their  poftcrity  ftill  bear,  and  it  is  apprehended    c  H  A  P* 
will  long  continue  to  bear,  the  burthen  of  it  fAJ  /  !• 

The 

(k)  I  have  thought  it  may  be  fatisfaftory  to  the  reader  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  perufing  the  Ad  at  large,  which  I  therefore  fubjoin,  premifing,  that  the  claufe 
which  exempts  the  landi  called  the  10,000  acres,  and  alfo  that  which  ftipu!atc9 
for  the  building  a  feffions  houfe,  and  a  prifon,  and  providing  for  all  other  public 
charges  incumbent  on  the  government,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  raifed  by  the  Ad, 
have  been  equally  difregarded  by  the  crown.  The  feffion  houfe  and  prifon  were 
notfinifhed  until  the  year  1730,  and  the  expence  (upwards  of  ^.  5,000)  was  then 
defrayed  by  a  fpecial  tax  on  the  inhabitants ;  and  there  was  raifcd  by  other  taxes  no 
lefs  a  fum  than  ^•19,440.  is,  /^d.  in  three  years  (viz.  from  1745  to  1748}  for 
the  repair  of  the  fortifications* 

An  ACT  for  fettling  an  Impoft  on  the  Commodities  of  the  Growth  of 
this  Ifland  \  pafled  the  12th  of  September,  1663.—- N*  36, 

WHEREAS  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  Firft,  of  blefled  memory,  did> . 
By  his  letters  pa^nt  under  the  great  feal  of  England)  grant  and  convey  unto 
James  Earl  of  Carlifle  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  the  propriety  of  this  ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes  :  And  his  facrcd  Majefly  that  now  is  having  by  purchafe  inveftcd  himfclf 
in  all  the  rights  of  the  faid  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  in  all  other  rights  which  any  oth?r 
perfon  may  claim  from  that  patent,  or  any  other  \  and  thereby,  more  immediately 
and  particularly,  hath  taken  this  ifland  into  his  royal  prote£^ton.     And  his  moil^ 
excellent  Maj«fty  having,  by  letters  .patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  bear- 
ing date  the  twelfth  of  June^  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  appointed  his  Ex- 
cellency Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  captain  general  and  chief  gover- 
nor of  Barbadoes,  and  all  the  Carribbee  Iflahds,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
grant,  confirm,  and  aflTure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever, 
all  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  under  his  Maiefty's  great  feal  appointed  • 
for  Bar  badoes  and  the  reft  of  the  Carribbee  Iflands,  as,  relation  being  thereunto  had,  , 
may  and  dotlv  more  at  large  appear.     And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Earl  of 
Carlifle's  patent,  divers  governors  and  agents  have  been  fent  over  hither,  with  . 
.authority  to  lay  out^  fet,  grant^  or  convey  in  parcels  the  lands  within  this  ifland,  . 

to  • 
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BOOK        The  condua  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon  in  this  af- 
1^1-         fair,  who  indeed  appears  to  haveiecn  theperfon  chiefly  con- 

fulted 

'tofuch  pcFfons  as  riiey  (hould  think  fit :  whrcb  was  by  them,  in  their  refpcflive 
times,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  accordingly  performed.     And  whereas  many  have 
not  their  grants,  warrants,  and  other  evidences  for  their  faid  lands,  and  others,  by 
reafon  of>the  ignorances  of  thoie,  want  fufficient  and  legal  words  to  create  inhe- 
ritances in  them  and  their  heirs,  and  others  that  never  recorded  their  grants,  or 
warrants^  and  others  that  can  make  no  proof  of  any  grants  or  warrants  they  ever 
bad  for  their  lands  ;  and  yet  have  been  long  and  quiet  pofTeflbrs  of  the  fame,  and 
beftowed  great  charges  thereon.     And  whereas  the  acknowledgment  of  forty 
pounds  of  cotton  per  head,  and  other  taxes  and  compofitions  formerly  raifed  to  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  was  held  very  beavy :  For  a  full  remedy  thereof  for  all  the  defefts 
afore-related)  and  quieting  the  poflefTions  and  fettling  the  tenures  of  the  inhab'itantsr 
of  this  ifland  ;  Be  it  enaSed  by  his  Excellency  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham,  &c.  bis  council,  and  gentlemen  of -the  aiTembly, -and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame,  that,  notwithftanding  the  defers  afore-related,  all  the  now  rightful  pofleflbrs 
of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  within  this  ifland,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  thereof,  may  at  all  times  repair  unto  his  Excellency  for  the  full  con- 
firmation of  their  eftates  and  tenures,  and  then  and  there  (hall  and  may  receive  fach 
full  confirmation  and  aflurance,  under  his  Majefly's  great  feal  for  this  ifland^  as 
they  can  reafonably  advife  or  defire,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  A&*     And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every 
the.payoieQts  of  forty  .pounds  of  cotton  per  head,  and  all  other  duties,  rents,  and 
arrears  of  rent  which  have  or  might  have  been  levied,  be  from  henceforth  abfolutely 
and  fully  r.eleafed  and  made  void ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  have  and 
hold  their  feveral  plantations  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  yielding  and  paying  therefore,  at  thefeaftof  St.  Michael  every  year,  if  the 
fame  be4awfuHy  demanded,  one  ear  of  Indian  corn  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  in  full  and  free  difcharge  of  all  rents  and  fervices  for  the  future 
whatfoever,  in  conCderation  of  the  releafe  of  the  faid  forty  pounds,  and  in  con(i« 
deration  of  the  confirmation  of  all  eilates  in  this  inland  as  aforefaid,  and  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  Majefly's  grace  and  favour  in  fending  to  and  appointing  over  us 
his  faid  Excellency,  of  whofe  prudence  and  moderate  government  we  have  heretofore 
had  large  experience,  and  do  reft  moft  ailured  thereof  for  the  future.   And,  foraf- 
much  as  nothing  conduceth  more  to  the  peace  and  profperrty  of  any  place,  and  the 
protcdion  of  every  Angle  perfon  therein,  than  that  the  public  revenue  thereof  may 
ic  in  fome  meafure  proportioned  tp  the  public  charges  and  expences  j  and  alfa 

well 
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fulted  in  It,  was  afterwards  thought  fo  juftly  rcprehenfible,  as  CHAP, 
to  give  occafion  to  the  eighth  article  of  his  impeachment  by  !• 

the 

well  weighing  the  great  charges  that  there  muft  be  of  neceffity  in  maintaining  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  Majefty*s  authority  here  ;  the  public  meeting  of  the 
fefiions,  the  often  attendance  of  the  council,  the  reparation  of  the  forts,  the  build" 
ing  a  fejftons  houfe  and  a  pr:fony  and  all  other  public  charges  incumbent  on  the  go^ 
vernment ;  do,  in  confideration  thereof,  give  and  grant  unto  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  and  do  moft  humbly  deflre  your  Excellency  to  ac- 
cept thefe  our  grants  ;  and  we  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  that  it  may  be  en- 
afled,  and  be  it  enaded  by  his  Excellency  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham, 
captain  general  and  chief  governor  of  this  ifland  of  fiarbadoes,  and  all  other  the 
Caribbee  Iflands,  and  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  council  and  the  gentlemeiv 
erf*  the  aflembly,  reprefeotatives  of  this  Uland,  and  by  authority  of  the  fame. 
That  an  impoft  or  cuftom  be,  from  and  after  publication  hereof,  raifed  upon 
the  native  commodities  of  this  iflaod,  after  the  proportions,  and  in  manner  and 
form  as  is  hereafter  fet  down  and  appointed  ;  that  is  to  (ay,  upon  all  dead  com- 
modities of  the  growth  or  produce  of  this  ifland,  that  {hall  be  (hipped  ofFthe  fame, 
(hall  be  paid  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  for  ever, 
four  and  a  half  in  fpecie  for  every  five  (core. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  and  declared  by  the  authority  afore(aId,  That  if  any 
goods  before- mentioned,  on  which  the  faid  cuftom  is  impofed,  and  due,  by  this 
afi,  dull  at  any  time  hereafter  be  (hipped  or  put  into  any  boat  or  dther  veiTel,  to 
the  intent  to  be  carried  into  any  ptrts  -beyond  the  fea$,  the  faid  impofition  due  for 
the  fame  not  paid,  compounded  forj  Of  lawfully  tendered  to  the  colledora  or  their 
deputies,  or  not  having  agreed  with  the  conmiffionen  for  that  purpofe  to  be  ap- 
pointed^  or  their  deputies,  for  the  fame,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  (aid  a£^,  that  then,  and  from  thenceforth,  fliall  the  (aid  goods  be  forfeit,  the 
moie^  thereof  to  be  to  our  fovereign  lord  the  king,  and  the  other  to  him  that  (hall, 
inform,  (eize,  and  fue  for  the  fame  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  ifland ;  which 
grants  are  left  to  your  excellency's  own  way  of  levying,  in  full  confidence,  and  al- 
furance  that  yovr  excellency  will  take  fucb  coiirfe  for  the  ooUe^ng  and  gathering 
of  the  faid  impoft,  without  any  charge,  dutgr  or  fees,  as  may  be  moft  for  the  eafe. 
of  the  people  of  this  ifland. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  Tfaa|  neither  this  ^.  iior  any  thing  therein  contained, . 

Vol.  I.  Yy  ft^aU 
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» 
« 

BOOK    the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  year  1 667.     From  his  anfwcr 

TTT  »  «  1  , 

to  that  article,  I  have  collected  (chiefly  in  his  own  words)  great 
part  of  the  account  that  I  have  given ;  and  there  cannot  be  a 

ftronger 

(ball  extend  or  he  conftrued  to  bar  his  majefty,  or  his  faid  excellency,  from  his  or 
tlietr  fight  to  any  land  granted,  or  any  incroachments  made  upon  the  fea,  fince  the 
year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  or  to  any  lands  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  The  Ten  Thoufand  Acres  \  the  merchants  land,  granted  by  the  late 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  or  his  father,  unto  Marmaduke  Rawden,  Efquire,  William  Per- 
kins, Alexander  Bannifter,  Edmund  Forder,  Captain  Wheatley,  and  others  their 
afTociates,  on  certain  covenants  and  conditions:  Provided alfo^  that  the ^r/nutb 
and  produce  of  the  faid  lands^  mentioned  in  the  preceding  provifo^  be  not  liable  to  any 
tax  J  impo/tj  or  cufiom^  impofed  by  this  a£f\  any  thing  in  the  fame  feeming  to  the  con* 

« 

trary  notwithfianding. 

And  be  it  further  ena^d  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  one  a£l  made  the 
ieventeenth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  intituled,  An  a£t 
importing  the  cuftoms  impofed  and  granted  by  the  council,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
aiiembly,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  JU>rd 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  Province  of  Carliola,  and  Governor  of  Barbadpes ;  as 
^fo,  his  lord(h!p'8  confirmation  of  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to^ 
their  feveral  ef{ates,,with  the  tenure  and  rent  thereoo  created,  be^  and  is  from 
hencefprth  repealed,  made  void,  £ruftrate,  of  none  tSeBt  to  all  intents^  conftruc* 
tions,  aiid  purpofes  whatfoev'er. 


t^mH^i^mmm-mmmm^mm 


In  1684;,  the  .flffeiribl^  of  this  tflsctid  pfo^oftd  to  feHtl  the  feitr  and  half  per  cerM;.^ 
for  eltven  years^  fat  the  amMift  rem  ^-j^;6,O06  ileriing,  to  be  paid  int6  -die  ek->' 
chequer;  -iht  go^rnor  and'countll  C6tictii'rtfd> and  It  vrsts  agreed  that  £.y^oo 
cnrrenof  per  annum  Aould'l^  ratftd  by  ztax  bf  twenty-one  pente  per  acrre,  on 
all  lands  amounting  to  ten  or  more  acr^.  The  toWns  and  traders  to  bt  taxed 
£.  500  fterling.  An  aA  psifibd  March  f  9th  ^684,  fbr  this  pnrp6ky  and  was  fent 
home:;  but  the  lords  of  the  connnittee  for  tnkte  Md  pknt^dtis  reportei^  that  th^ 
commiiioners  of  the  cuftotif s  with  #hoin  they  had  advifed,  were  ^opinion  that 
tbey  coiild  tnakeno  efiimite.crf' the  duty,  until  they  bad  experienctd  the  produce- 
thereof,  under  the  then  management,  for  one  year  at  leaft ;.  ahd  that  the  cotnxttH^ ' 
fuMcn  $fpekmi  for  'mat^ghig  ihe-'iaid^daty  in  ^baddes,  had  iflured  tfaecn  ihc 

.      Jiitjr 
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ftronger  demonftratlon  of  the  tendency  of  power  to  pervert  the  CHAP, 
judgment,  an4  cloud  the  faculties  of  the  wifeft  and  worthieft 
q£  men,  than  the  juftification  he  has  offered.     He  even  claimsj 
great  merit  in  not  having  advifed  the  king  to  poflefs  himfelf  of 

» 

the  whole  ifland   of  Barbadoes,  without  any  regard    to  the 
planters  or  creditors  concerned  in  the  iflue. 

The  profccution  of  this  great  ftatefman,  however,  on  this 
account,  was  of  no  advantage  to  the  fuffering  planters ;  for  in 
this,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  the  redrefs  of  a  grievance,  and  the 
puniflimcnt  of  its  author,  were  objefls  of  very  diftinft  con(i- 
deration.  Thofe  who  fought  the  ruin  of  Clarendon,  had  no- 
thing lefs  in  view  than  the  removal  of  oppreflion,  from  fub- 
jedts  fo  remote  as  thofe  of  Barbadees. 

In  thus  tracing  the  origin^  progrefe,  and  temiination  of  the 
Proprietary  Government  in  this  iiland,  I  have  purpofely  chofen 
not  to  break  the  thread  of  my  narration,  by  recording  any  in- 
termediate events  oi  a  nature  foreign  to  that  fufoje£t.  Soon 
after  the  eilablifhment  of  the  Commonwealth  in  England/ 
circumftances  however  arofe,  refpefting  this  colony,  v^hkfe 
have  produced  fuch  efl^s  on  the  general  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  as  cannot  be  overlooked  in  an  hiftorical  and  commer- 
cial furvey  of  her  Weft  Indian  plantations,  and  c^  which  I  (haU 
now  give  fome  account. 

duty  would  be  worth  from  ^^.8,000  to  £.  10,000  per  annum.    So  the  aft  was^ 

wpeaTed. 

..  Tbi$  ptopqfd  to  farm  die  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,  was  made  in  confequenoe 

of  Governpr  Putton's  fignifying  to  the  council  and  aflembly,  on  his  arriyal  in 

i'68a,  that  his  majefty  was  indioed  to  commute  the  tax,  fora  reafonable.recompenct. 

Y  y  2  The 
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BOOK  The  reader  has  been  fufficiently  apprized  of  the  attach* 
m-  ment  of  the  Barbadians  to  the  regal  government.  One  of  the 
firft  ads  paffed  by  the  affembly,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lord 
Willoughby  for  the  firft  time,  (1647)  was  a  declaration  of 
their  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  unfortunate  Charles  the 
Firft,  at  that  time  a  prifoner  to  the  army ;  and  on  the  death 
of  that  monarch,  the  popular  refentment  againft  his  per- 
fecutors  ran  fo  high  in  this  ifland,  that  the  few  planters  who 
were  fufpe<fted  to  be  in  the  intereft  of  the  parliament,  thought 
it  ncceflary  to  feek  protection  in  England. 

To  punifti  fuch  ftubbom  defenders  of  a  ruined  caufe,  the 
parliament  refolved,  in  1651,  to  fend  a  powerful  armament  for 
the  redudion  of  all  the  Englifh  colonies  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies ;  but  particularly  Barbadoes,  at  that  time  the  moft 
important  and  hoftile  of  them  all. 

.  Many,  indeed,  were  the  motives  which  infiigated  the  par- 
liament to  this  determination.  P'rom  the  beginning  of  the 
commotions  in  the  mother  country,  the  planters,,  having  no 
other  means  of  conveying  the  produce  of  their  lands  to  Eu- 
rope, had  employed  in  this  neceftary  navigation,  many  of  the 
fhips  and  feamen  of  Holland  j  and  at  this  jundure  the  Englifh 
government  entertained  very  hoftile  intentions  towards  the  fab- 
jefts  of  that  republic.  The  redudtion  .of  Barbadoes  would  at 
once  punifti  the  colonifts,  and  enable  the  Englifti  parliajcnent 
to  deprive  the  Dutch  of  fo  profitable  an  intercourfe  with 
them ;  it  would  alfo  enrich  the  treafury  of  the  new  govern- 
ment, by  the  confifcation  of  many  valuable  fliips  and  cargoes 
in  the  harbours  of  that  and  the  other  iilands*     The  parliament 

had 
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had  reafon  likewife,  it  was  faid,  to  apprehend  that  Prince  Ru-  CHAP, 
pert,  with  a  fquadron  of  the  king's  fliips,  was  about  crofling  ^' 

the  Atlantic,  to  fecure  all  the  Englifti  American  pofleflions  for 
Charles  the  Second. 

Ayscue,  who  commanded  the  parliament's  forces  employed 
ill  this  expedition,  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  i6th  of  Ofto- 
ber  1651,  and  fucceeded  at  length  in  bringing  the  ifland  to 
capitulate  (I)  :  But  this  was  not  efFedled  without  great  difficul- 
ty ;  for  he  met  with  fo  ftout  a  refiftance,  as  determined  his 
employers  at  home  immediately  to  enforce  a  fcheme  they  had 
projefted  a  ftiort  time  before,  of  altering  the  whole  fyftem  of 
the  Barbadian  commerce;  by  prohibiting  by  an  adt  of  the 
commonwealth,  all  foreign  Shipping  from  trading  with  the 
Englifh  plantations ;  and  not  permitting  any  goods  to  be  im- 
ported into  England,  or  any  of  its  dependencies,  in  any  other 
than  Englifli  bottoms ;  or  in  fhips  of  that  European  nation 
of  which  the  merchandize  imported  was  the  genuine  growth 
and  manufacture.  And  thus  arofe  the  famous  navigation  adt  of 
this  kingdom;  for,  inunediately  after  the  reftoration,  its  pro-, 
viiions  were  adopted  by  Charles  the  Second,  with  this  ad- 
dition^  that  the  mailer  and  three  fourths  of  the  mariners^  fhould 
alfo  be  Englifh  fubjeds« 

*  (l)  Ayfcue  agreed)  among  other  things,  that  the  government  (hould  confift  of 
a. governor,  council,  and  aiftmblj,  according  to  the  ancient  and  ufual  cuftom  of 
die  ifland.  The  aflembly  to  be  choibn  by  a.  free  and  voluntary  eletSiion  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  ifland  in  the  feveral  pari(hes«  That  no  taxesi  cuftomsi  im- 
pofts,  loans,  or  oxcife,  (bould  be  laid,  nor  levy  made  on  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland,  without  their  coafent  in  a  general  aflembly ;  and  that  all  laws  that  had 
been  made  by  gcoicral  afiemblies»  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  ihould 
be  good.  ^ 

Whatever 
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Whatever  advantages  the  general  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  England  may  have  derived  from  this  celebrated  law, 
it  mil  ft  be  allowed  that  its  original  framers  were  adluated  by 
no  better  motives  (as  a  great  writer  (m)  hath  obferved)  than 
thofe  of  punifhing  the  planters,  and  clipping  the  wings  of  the. 
Dutck  The  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  juftly  confidering  the 
law  as  a  chaftifement  inflifled  on  them  by  the  commonwealth 

4 

for  tlicir  loyalty  to  Charles  the  Secpnd,  were  filled  with  amaze- 
ment and  indignation,  oa  finding  its  provifions  adopted  and 
confirmed  on  the  reftoration  of  that  monarch.  By  the  regula- 
tions of  this  a£t,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  the  internal  duty  on 
their  produce,  of  which  I  have  fo  largely  fpoken,  they  thought 
themfelvcs  treated  with  a  rigour  which  bordered  on  ingratitude, 
and  they  predicted  the  decline  of  their  population,  agriculture 
and  wealth,  from  the  cflfedts  of  thofe  meafures.  How  for  their 
prediiftions  have  been  accompli(hed,  a  comparative  ftate  of  the 
ifland  at  different  periods  will  demonftrate  i  with  which,  and 
a  few  mifcellaneous  obfervations,  I  fhall  difmifs  my  prefent 
account* 

Barbadoes  is  fi:tuated  in  13*  lo'  N.  lat.  and  in  longirudfe 
59*  W.  fi-om  London.     It  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length, 
and  fourteen  in  breadth,  and  contains  106,470   acres  of  land, 
moft  of  which  is  under  cultivation.     The  foil  in  the  low  lan^ 
i^  black,  fomcwhat  reddifli  in  the  fhaUow  parts  i  on  the  hills  • 
erf  a  chalky  marl,  and  near  the  fea  generjally  fandy.     Of  this ' 
variety  of  foil,  the  black  mould  is  beft  fuited  for  the  cuTtiva- 
laon  of  the  cane,  and,  with  the  aid  of  manure,  has  given  as 
great  returns  of  fugar,  in  favxxir^ble  feaibns^  as  any  in  the  Weft : 
Indies,  the  prime  lands  of  St.  Kitts  excepted.  -   * 

^m)  Blackftonc. 

That 
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» 

That  the  foil  of  this  ifiatiul  Ib,  to  a  great  degree,  naturally  C  H  A  P» 
fertile,  we  muft  neceflarily  admits  if  we  give  credit  to  the  ac-  ^  !• 
counts  which  are  tranfmitted  down  to  us,  of  its  ancient  popu- 
lation and  opulence.  We  are  aflured  that,  about  the  year 
1670,  Barbadoes  could  boaft  of  fifty  thoa&nd  white,  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  tbouiknd  black  inhabitants,  whofe 
labours,  it  is  faid,  gave  cmploymettt  to  fixty  thoufand  tons  of 
AuppingfnJ.  I  fufpeO:  that  dris  account  is  much  exaggerated. 
It  cannot  however  be  doobted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
have  decreafed  with  a  rapidity  feldotn  known  in  any  other 
country.  I  hove  now  befi)re  me  authentic  fisturns  of  the  num-^ 
ber  of  its  whites  in  17^4,  and  of  it^  negroes  in  1753 :  the 
former  confined  of  no  niorc  than  eighteen  thousand  two  -hun-« 
dred  and  ninetywfive,  tbe  ktter  of  fixty-^une  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ieven^*     In  v;S6  cdie  nombei^  were  iLsteen 

'  (nj  Tlie  eirliaft  pkfitdfri  of  BarbKufoes  were  fometimes  reproached  with  the  guirt 
•f  forcing  or  decqyiig  into  ilavery  the  ItadUns  (tf  «he  nei^hbomiiig  coflthntnt*  llt^ 
HiHory  of  Imtk  and  Tarid  whioh  the  Spedator  has  recorded  .fitf^the  detefiauon  of 
rnmfcind,  took  Its  rife  in  this  tOand  ;  but  happily  this  fpcfcies  of  flavery  has  been  loqg 
incte  »boliftfil :  w^i^ti)»ft  fiich  df  my  Kaders^s  taw  fympathiMd  with  the  ttofbmi- 
nate  Y«ricp«  may  not  be  foiry  to  hear< that  flie  bore  iler 'teisfonmiti  >irich  grtater  .phiio*- 
fophy  ihdn  they  have  hitherto  fancied.  iThe  fiOry  waa  firft  related  by  Ligon,  who 
lifter  {Maifiiig  f60r  IftilleoVeiferikiit  cbttpleseitfft,  «rhith,  he  (t^s,  wis  **  a  bright  b«ky/' 
and  her  faall  breaft9  **  with  ni^ple^of  poifliyfie"}  oMervf s^  that  *'  (he  diauc't  aefter- 
**  wards  to  be  with  child  by  a  Chriftian  fervant>  and  being  very  great*  walked  down  to 
•*  awoode^  in  which  was  a  pood  of  water,  and  there,  by  the  fide' Of  the  pond^' brought 
•<  herfelfe  a-bed,  and  in  three  hoora  came  home  with  the  chalde  in  her  arms,  a  lofty  boy, 
••  frolicke  and  lively."  The  crime  of  Inkle  the  merchant,  howefertfldmitaof  i^opal- 
iiatioo ;  but  It  is  ridicnloas  enough  to  hear  Abbe  Raynal  (willing  to  improve  upon 
Addtfon)  afcrihe  toit  'en  idtenkled  itvok  of-all  ibe'Megrctes  in  Barbadoi^,  who,  as'hfe 
aiTerts,  moved  by  indignation  at  Iflkle's  monftrena  cruelty,  vowed  with  ope  ascord 
{he  daftruflionof  all  the  Whites ;  but  their  plot  was  difcovered  the  night  before  it  was 
to  h«ve  been  cat ritd  into  eRft  Thte  Miftoin  Phihfifhiqut  has  a  thottfaad  beauties  •;  btf t 
it  grieves  me  tofay,  that,  in  point  of  historical  accuracy,  it  ifi  nearly  on  a  level  with 
die  Hiftory  of  RoHm/m  Crufii^ 

4  thousand 
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BOOK    thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-fcven  whites,  eight  hundred 
^I^-    ^    and  thirty-eight  free  people  of  colour,  and  fixty-two  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  negroes. 

It  appears  too  that  the  annual  produce  of  this  ifland  (par- 
ticularly fugar)   has  decrcafed  in  a  much  greater  proportion 
than  in  any  other  of  the  Weft  Indian  colonies,     Poftlethwayte 
ftates  the  crop  of  fugar,  in   1736,  at  22,769  hogfheads  of  13 
cwt.  which  is  equal  to  19,800  of  15  cwt. ;  and  the  author  of 
the   European  Settlements^  publifhed  in   1761,  calculates  the 
average  crop  at  25,000  hogfheads.    As  the  author  firft  quoted, 
gives  a  precife  number,  it  is  probable  his  ftatement  was  ground- 
ed on  good  authority.    If  fo,  thd  ifland  has  fallen  ojBF  nearly 
one  half  in  the  annual  growth  of  its  principal  flaple.     On  an 
average  of  eight  years  (from  1740  to  1748)  the  exports  were 
13,948    hogfheads  of  fugar,  of  15  cwt.  12*884   puncheons 
of  rum  of  100  gallons,  60  hogfheads  of  melafles,  4,667  bags 
of  ginger,    600  bags  of  cotton,  and   327   gourds  of  aloes. 
The  exports,  on  an  average  of  1784,  1785  and  1786,  had  fallen 
to  9,554  hogfheads  of  fugar,  5,448  puncheons  of  rum,  6,320 
bags  of  ginger,  8,331  bags  of  cotton ;  exclufive  of  fome  iinaUer 
articles,  as  aloes,  fweetmeats  &c.  of  which  the  quantities  are 
not  afcertained. 

That  the  dreadfiil  fucceflion  of  hurricanes,  with  whichit  has 
pleafcd  the  Alnughty  to  vifit  this,  and  the  other  Weft  Indian 
iflands,  within  the  laft  twelve  years,  has  contributed  to  this  great 
defalcation,  cannot  be  doubted.   The  capital  of  this  ifland  was 

icarce 
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Ibarce  rifen  from  the  adies  to  which  it  had  been  reduced  by  two 
dreadful  fires,  when  it  was  torn  from  its  foundations,  and  the 
whole  country  made  a  fceneof  defolation,  by  the  ftorm  of  the  loth 
of  Odtober  1780,  in  which  no  lefs  than  four  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fix  of  the  inhabitants  (blacks  and  whites)  mife- 
rably  perifhed;  and  the  damage  to  the  country  was  computedat 
jT.  1,320,564.    15  J.   fterling. 

It  might  have  been  prefumed,  however,  from  the  favourable 
feafons  which  have  been,  experienced  for  the  laft  three  or  four 
years,  that  the  profpeft  was  at  length  beginning  to  brighten ; 
but  although^  fince  the  failure  of  their  fugar  plantations,  the 
inhabitants  have  found  fome  refource  in  the  cultivation  of 
cotton,  it  does  not  feem  probable,  that  any  encouragement  is 
capable  of  ever  reftoring  this  ifland  to  its  ancient  fplendor  and 
opulence ;  unlefs  it  be  relieved  from  the  heavy  impofition  of 
'4»  f^^  ^^^*  ^^  ^^^^  exported  produce,  of  the  origin  of  which 
I  have  fo  largely  treated*  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  an  enlight- 
ened minifter  will  one  day  arife,  who  will  have  the  courage 
and  virtue  to  fignify  to  the  fovereign,  that  it  is  neither  be- 
coming the  dignity,  nor  confident  with  the  charader  of  the 
common  father  of  all  his  fubjedts,  to  infift  on  a  tribute  from  a 
part  of  them,  which,  though  nominally  granted  by  themfelves, 
was  afluredly  obtained  by  fraud  and  oppreflion,  and  of  which 
the  continuance  is  a  -check  to  honeft  induftry,  and  perhaps 
the  immediate  caufe  of  the  decline  of  this  beautiful  and  once 
valuable  colony. 

Vol.  I.  Z  z  Barbadoes 
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B  O  O  IC  Bar  BADGES  is  divided  into  five  diftri<fls,  and  eleven  parishes  ^ 
ni.  and  contains  ibiir  towns,  Bridgetown,  Oftins  or  Charles  Towiv 
St,  James's  (formerly  called  The  Hole)  and  Speight's  Town^ 
Bridgetown,  the  capital,  before  it  was  deftroyed  by  the  firea 
of  1766,  confifted  of  about  fifteen  hundred  houfes,  which  were 
moftly  built  of  brick ;  and  it  is  flill  the  feat  of  government,  and 
may  be  called  die  chief  refidence  of  the  governor,  who  is 
provided  with  a  country  villa  called  Pilgrims,  fituated  within  a 
mile  of  it :  his  fakry  was  raifed  by  Queen  Anne  from  twelve 
hundred  to  two  thouiand  pounds  per  annum,  the  whole  of 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  exchequer,  and  charged  to  the  account 
of  the  four  and  half  per  cent.  duty.  The  form  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  ifland  fo  very  nearly  refembles  that  of  Jamaica, 
which  has  already  been  defcribed,  that  it  is  unnecefiary  to  enter 
into  detail,  except  to  obferve  that  the  council  ia  compofed  of 
twelve  members,  and  the  aflembly  of  twenty-two.  The  moll 
important  variation  refpedls  the  court  of  chancery,  which  iq. 
Barbadoes  is  conflituted  of  the  goi^rnor  and  council^  whereas  in 
Jamaica  the  governor  is^  fole  chancellor.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  Barbadoes,  the  governor  fits  in  council,  even  when  the 
latter  are  adling  in  a  legiflative  capacity »  This,  in  Jamaica 
would  be  confidered  improper  and  unconftitutional.  It  may  alio 
be  obferved,  that  the  courts  of  grand  feflions,  conunon  pleas 
and  exchequer,  in  Barbadoes,  are  diffindl  from  each  other,  and 
not,  as  in  Jamaica,  united  and  blended  in  one  fupremc  court  of 
judicature. 

I  Ihall  clofe  my  account  of  Barbadoes  with  the  following 

authentic  document. : 
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CHAP.      11. 
Grenada  and  its    Dependencies. 

BOOK    Firjl  difcoveryy  name  and  inhabitants. — French  invq/ion  and  eJloB^-^ 
.  HI.  lijhment   in  i630, — War  withy  and  extermination  of  the  na^ 

fives. — The  ijland  and  its  dependencies  conveyed  to  tbt  Count  de 
Cerillac. — MifconduSl  and puniJJoment  of  the  deputy  governor.'— 
The  colony  reverts  to  the  crown  of  France. — State  oftheifland 
in  1700. — And  again  in  1762,  when  captured  by  the  EngJiJh.^^ 
Stipulations  in  favour  of  the  French  inhabitants. — Firjt  mea-- 
fures  of  the  Britijh  government. --^laim  of  the  crown  to  levy  a 
duty  of  /^l  percent,  on  produce  exported. — Arguments  for  and 
objeSlions  againf  the  meqfure. — Decifion  of  the  court  of  king* s 
bench  on  this  important  quefHon.-r-Stridiures  on  fome  poftums  ad^ 
danced  by  the  lord  chief  jufiice  on  this  occqfion. — TranfaStions . 
within  the  colony. — Rcyal  infruSiions  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  capitulants. — Internal  dijjentions. — Defencelefs  Jiate. 
^^French  invajion  in  ijjg.^^Brave  defence  of  the  gar-- 
rifon. — Unconditional  furrender. — Hardjhips  exercifed  towards 
the  Englifhr  planters  arid  their  creditors .^ — Redrefi  given  by  the 
court  of  France. — Grenada^  &c.  refiored  to  Great  Britain 
by  the  peace  of  i783, — Prefent  .fate  of  the  colony  in  refpeSl  to 
cultivation^  produdlions  and  exports ;  government  and  popula^  < 
tion^ 

REN.ADA  was.difcovered  by,  and  received  its :  name 

from,  Chriftophcr  Columbus  in  his  third  voyage,  in  the 

year  1498*    He  found  it  poflefled  by  a  numerous  and  v^rarlike 

people, , 
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people,  amongft  whom  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Spaniards  CHAP* 
ever  attempted  to  force  a  fettlement.  They  had  a  nobler  prize  ^  ^^ 
to  contend  for  on  the  continent,  and  a  century  elapfed  before  the 
other  nations  of  Europe  confidered  the  regions  of  the  new  world 
2&  countries,  wherein  all  men  might  feize  on  what  fuited  their 
convenience,,  without  any  regard  to  the  proper  inhabitants. 
Thus  the  Charaibes  of  Grenada  happily  remained  in  peaceful 
obfcurity  until  the  year  1650,  when  the  avarice  and  ambition 
of  a  reftlefs  individual  devoted  them  to  deftrudtion.- 

This  perfon  was  Moniieur  Du  Parquet,  the  French  gover-i^- 
rfor  of  Martinico,  nephew  and  heir  of  Defnambuc,  of  whom 
memorable  mention  is  made  in  the  annals  of  St.  Chriftophcr* 
Notwithftanding  that  the  French  eftablifliment  in  Martinico 
was  itfelf  of  recent  date,  and  that  a  great  part  of  that  ifland  Hill 
remained  uncultivated;  and  although,  another  eftablifhment 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  begun  by  the  fame  nation,  in  the  large 
and  fertile  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  yet  fuch  was  the  rapacioufnefs 
of  this  people,  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  hardy  ruffians  were 
eaiily  colleded  by  Du  Parquet's  encouragement  for  an  attempt 
on  Grenada  i  and  it  is  apparent,  from  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  the  preparations,  that  it  was  confidered  as  an  enterprize  of. 
difficulty  and  danger. 

The  hiftory  of  this  expedition,  which  took  place  in  June 
1650,  is  related  at  large  by  Father  du  Tertre,  whofe  account . 
exhibits  fuch  a  monftrous  mixture  of  fanaticifin  and  knavery: 
ia  the  conduct  of  its  leaders,  as  cannot  be  contemplated  without , 

indignatioai 
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BOOK    indignation  and  horror.  Although  it  is  evident  that  the  French 

had  not  the  fmalleft  juftifiable  pretence  for  this  invafion,  yet 
we  find  the  commanders  adminiftering  the  holy  facrament,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  all  the  foldiers  on  their  embarka- 
tion ;  and  again,  en  their  landing,  Du  Parquet,  cauiing  a  crofe 
to  be  eredted,  compelled  them  to  kneel  down  before  it,  and  join 
in  devout  prayer  to  Almighty  God^  for  fuccefs  to  their  enter- 
prize. 

This  commander  feems  however  to  have  had  a  few  foruples 
-of  confcience  concerning  the  jufHce  of  his  proceedings;  for, 
having  been  received  and  entertained  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs 
and  cordiality  by  the  natives  (contrary  to  his  expectation,  and 
perhaps  to  his  wiflies)  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  affedt  fome 
little  regard  to  moderation,  by  pretending  to  open  a  treaty  with 
the  chief  of  the  Charaibes  for  the  purchafe  of  the  country.  He 
gave  the  natives  (obferves  Du  T trtrc)  Jome  knives  and  hatchet's^ 
xinda  large  quantity  ofglafs  beads  ^  be  fides  two  bottles  of  brandy  for 
the  chief  himfelf  I  and  thus  (continues  he)  was  the  ifknd  fairly 
ceded  to  the  French  nation  by  the  natives  themfelves  in  lawful 
purchafe!  After  this  notable  tranfad:ion,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  the  French  fhould  confider  the  refofal  of  the  poor  iavages 
to  confirm  the  agreement,  as  contumacy  and  rebellion* 

Du  Parquet,  having  thus  eftabliftied  a  colony  in  Grenada, 
and  built  a  fort  for  its  protedtion,  left  the  government  of  the 
illand  to  a  kinfman,  named  LewCompte,  a  man,  according  to  Du 
Tertre,  who  poflefled  very  fingular  talents  for  government ;  and 

•j-  was 
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mtu  remarkable  for  clemency  and  humanity.    We  find  this  gentle-  CHAP. 

man  however,  eight  months  afterwards,  engaged  in  a  moft  ^ ^^^ 

bloody  war  with  the  Charaibes ;  in  the  profecution  of  which 
he  authorized  fuch  adls  of  cruelty  as  furnifli  a  portrait  of 
him  very  different  from  that  which  the  hiftorian  has  exhibited. 
On  receiving  news  of  the  revolt  of  the  natives,  Du  Parquet  fent 
a  reinforcement  of  three  hundred  men  from  Martinico,  with 
orders  to  extirpate  the  natives  altogether;  but  Le  Compte 
feems  not  to  have  wanted  any  incitement  to  acfls  of  barbarity ; 
for  Du  Tertre  admits  that  he  had  already  proceeded  to  murder^ 
without  mercy^  every  Charaibe  that  fell  into  his  hands  j  not 
^ring  even  the  women  and  children* 

Of  the  manner  in  which  this  humane  and  accompliflied^ 
commander,  and  his  civilized  followers,  condu(fled  hoftilitiea 
againft  tfacfe  miferable  people,  we  may  form  an  idea,  from  a 
circumftance  that  occurred  in  one  of  their  expeditions,  of 
which  the  reverend  hiftorian  concludes  his  narrative  as  follows : 
•*  Forty  of  the  Charaibes  were  mailacred  on  the  fpot.  About 
forty  others,  who  had  eicaped  the  fword,  ran  towards  a  precipice,, 
from  whence  they  caft  themfelves  headlong  into  the  fea,  and 
miferably  perifhed.  A  beautiful  young  girl  of  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  who  was  taken  alive>  became  the  objedt  of  dif- 
pute  between  two  of  our  officers,  each  of  them  claiming  her  as 
his  lawful  prize;  a  third  coming  up,  put  an  end  to  the  conteft,  by 
Ihooting  the  girl  through  the  head.  The. place  from  which 
thefe  barbarians  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  has  been  called 
ever  fince  le  Morne  des  Sauteurs.  (a)        Our  people  (having  lofl: 

(a)    Leapcrs  Hill.. 

but 
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B.*0  O  K    but  one  man  in  the  expedition)  proceeded  in  the  next  place  to 
III*         fct  fire  to  the  cottages,  and  root  up^theprovifions  of  the  fa vages, 
and,  having  deftroyed,  or  taken. a  way,  everything  belonging  to 
.  them,  returned  in  high  fpir  its  y' .  ( bien  joyeuxj . 

m 

By  a  feries  of  fuch  enormities,  the  whole  race  of  Charaibes 
that  poffciTed  Grenada  in  1650,  was  fpeedily  exterminated,  and 
the  French,  having  in  this  manner  butchered  all  the  natives, 
proceeded,  in  the  next  j>lace,  to  maflacrc  each  other. 

'^The  particulars  of  this  civil  conteft  may,  without  injury  to 
•my  readers,  be  omitted.  I  fhall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the 
fupreme  authority  of  Du  Parquet  and  his  lieutenant,  was  at 
length  eftabliflied  in  Grenada;  but  the  expence  which  had 
attended  the  plantation  from  its  outfet,  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  force  which  Du  Parquet  had  been  compelled  to  furnifli  in 
fupport  of  his  authority,  had  fo  greatly  injured  his  fortune,  as 
to  induce  him  to  look  out  for  a  purchafer  of  all  his  rights  and 
pofleffions  in  this  ifland  and  its  dependencies.  In  1656  fuch  a 
purchafer  offered  in  the  Count  de  Cerillac,  to  whom  the  whole 
was  conveyed  for  30,000  crowns. 

Th  e  condud  of  Cerillac  towards  the  inhabitants  of  his  newly 
acquired  dominion  was  highly  injudicious  and  oppreflive. 
He  appointed  a  governor  of  fo  arrogant  and  rapacious  a  difpofi- 
tion,  and  fupported  him  in  his  extortions  with  fuch  obftinacy, 
as  to  compel  the  moft  refpedtable  of  the  fettlers  to  quit  the 
country  and  feek  for  fafety  under  a  milder  government.  At 
length  the  people  that  remained  took  the  adminiftration   of 

jufticc 
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juftice  Into  their  owa  hands;  by  feizing  on  the  perfon  of  the  CHAP, 
governor,  and  bringing  him  to  a  public  trial.     Thfc  criminal   ^     ^^* 
was  condemned  to  be  hanged ;  but  he  pleaded  noble  birth, 
and  demanded  the  honour  of  decollation.     His  requeft  would 
have  been  granted,  but  unluckily  an  expert  executioner  in  the 
budnefs  of  beheading  could  not  readily  be  found ;  the  judges 
therefore   compounded  the   matter  with   his  excellency,   by; 
confenting  that  he  fhould  be  {hot,  and  he  fuffered  in  that  mode 
with  great  compofure. 

Some  years  after  this,  Moniieur  de  Cerlllac,  the  proprietor, 
receiving,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  but  little  profit  from  hi$ 
capital,  conveyed  all  his  rights  and  intereft  in  Grenada,  &c^  t(> 
the  French  Weft-Indian  company;  whofe  charter  being  aboli(h« 
cd  in  1 674,  the  ifland  from  thenceforward  became  vefled  in 
the  crown  of  France. 

Under  the  various  revolutions  and  calamities  which  had 
thus  attended  this  unfortunate  plantation,  it  may  well  be  ima- 
gined that  cultivation  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  it;  but 
although  order  and  fubmifiion  were  at  length  introduced  by 
riie  eftablifhment  of  the  royal  authority,  various  caufes  con- 
curred to  keep  the  colony  in  a  ftate  of  poverty  and  depreflion 
for  many  years  afterwards.  Even  fo  late  as  1700,  if  Raynal 
has  been  rightly  informed,  the  ifland  contained  no  more  than 
£51  whites  and  525  blacks;  who  were  employed  on  ^  planta- 
tions of  fugar,  and  52  of  indigo. 

Vol.  L  3  a  After 
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BOOK  After  the  peace  of  Utrcdit,  the  government  of  Francer 
IIL  began  to  turn  Its  attention  to^rards  her  Weil  Indian  peflef^ 
iions.  Grenada  however,  for  many  years,  p&rtook  lefs  of  Its 
care  than  the  reft.  It  had  no  cooftant  conefpondence  with 
^  mother  country :  ibme  oppreJOive  regolations  of  the  farmers* 
general  ruined  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  ftaples,  tobacco:  and 
^e  phnterc  had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  a  fupply  of  ne- 
groes from  Africa,  fufficient  for  the  purpolfe  of  cultivating 
fugar  to  any  extent.  Thefe  inconveniendes  Jed  them  into  a 
fmuggling  intercourfe  with  the  Dutch :  a  refource  which  at 
length  changed  their  circumftances  for  the  better  $  encreafed 
dielr  numbers  ^nd  occafioned  a  great  part  of  the  country  to  her 
fettled,  infovnuch  idiat  when,  in  the  year  176a,  the  fertune  of 
war  made  the  ^Bnglildb  mafters  of  this  and  the  reft  of  the  French 
Chamibee  IHands^  Gi^enada  ^i\d  the  Gt^nadii^kes  plvq  &id  to  hav^e 
yielded  annually,  in  clayed  and  mufcovado  fugar,  a  quantity 
equal  to  about  11,000  hogflieads  of  mufcovado  of  15  cwt^ 
each,  and  about  27,000  lbs.  of  indigo. 

Grenada  Surrendered  on  capitulauon  in  February  17629 
and,  with  its  dependracies,  was  £nally  ceded  to  Great  Britain 
by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  at  Paris  on  the  10th  of  Fe-- 
iMruary  1763  $  St.  Lucea  being  reilor^  at  the  Csaae  time  to 
France*  The  chief  ftipuiations  in  favour  of  the  inhabi&uits,  a$ 
well  by  the  treaty^  as  fay  the  articles  of  capitulation,  were 
thefe  5  I  ft.  That,  as  they  would  become  by  their  furrender, 
fubjedls  of  Great  Britain,  they  ftiould  enjoy  their  properties  and 
privileges,  and  pay  taxes,  in  like  manner  as  the  reji  of  bis 
Majejiy  s  fubjeSts  of  the  other  Britijh  Leeward  IJlands.  adly.  With 

refpe<i 
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Tefpeft  to  religion,  they  were  put  on  the  feme  footing  as  the  c  H  A  P^ 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  viz.  Hberty  was  given  them  tq  exercife  it  "• 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Romifli  church,  as  far  as  the  laws 
of  Great  Britain  permitted.  3dly,  Such  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Grenada  as  chofe  to  quit  the  ifland,  fliould  have  liberty  fo  to 
do,  and  eighteen  months  (hould  be  allowed  them  to  difpofe  of 
their  effcfts. 

The  ifland  and  its  dependencies  being  thus  become  a 
Britifh  colony,  one  of  the  firft  meafures  of  government  was  to 
iflTue  a  proclamation  under  the  great  feal,  bearing  date  the  7th 
of  Odober  1763,  wherein,  amongfl:  other  things,  it  is  declared 
^  that  all  perfons  inhabiting  in,  or  reforting  to,  the  ifland  of 
^  Grenada,  might  confide  in  the  royal  protediion  for  the  en« 
"  jo3rment  of  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  England,  with  the  righfi 
^  of  appeal  to  the  king  in  council,  as  fully  as  the  inhabitants  of 
**  the  other  Britiih  Colonics  in  America  under  the  king's  im- 
**  mediate  government," — ^It  alfo  fets  forth,  "  that  the  king,  by 
^  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal,  had  given  exprefs  power 
**  and  dire£kion  to  the  governor,  as  foon  as  the  fbte  and  cir- 
*  cumflances  of  the  colony  would  admit  thereof,  with  the 
**  advice  and  confent  of  the  council,  and  ihe  reprefentatives  of 
*«  the  people,  to  make,  confHtute,  and  ordain  laws,  flatutes, 
f  *  and  ordinances  for  the  good  government  thereof,  as  near  a$ 
-^  may  be  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  under  fuch  re- 
^^'gulations  and  reflriftions  as  are  ufed  in  the  other  Britiib 
^  colonies." 

This  prodatnation  roat  followed,  by  another,  dated  the  26th 

3  Aa  of 
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BOOK   o^  March  1764,  inviting  purchafbrs  upon  certain  terms  and 
iri.        conditions. 

The  governor  thus  faid  to  have  been  appointed,  was  gene- 
jfal  Mekillc,  whofe  commifllon  however  did  not  bear  date 
until  the  9th  of  April  1764,  and  the  aifenxbly  which  he  was 
diredled  to  fummon,  met  for  the  firft  time  in  1765;  previous  to 
which,  the  Britifh  inhabitants  were  irrefiftibly  called  to  the 
difcuflion  of  a  great  conftitutional  queftion ;  of  which,  it  is:: 
proper  I  fhould  now  give  fome  account*^ 

The  qucftion  arofe  from  the  information,  that  the  crown^ 
conceiving  itfelf  entitled  by  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  to 
the  duty  of  4I  per  cent,  upon  all  produce  exported  from  the. 
newly  ceded  iilands,  as  paid  at  Barbadoes,  &c.  had  iiTued 
letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  20th  July  1764,  ordering  and 
diredling,.  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  royal,  that  from  and 
after  the  29th  of  September,  then  next  cnfuing,  fuch  duty  or 
import  in  fpecie,  Ihould  be  levied  in  Grenada ;  in  lieu  of  ali 
cuftoms  and  duties  formerly  paid  to  the  French  king. 

We-  have  fecn,  in  the  hiftory  of  Barbadoes,.  in  what  man- 
ner the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  became  fubjeA  to  the '  duty, 
in  quefUonj  and  to  what  purpofes  the  money  was  exprefsly. 
ftipulated  to  be  applied;  but,  unjjiftifiable  as  were  the  means. 
by  which,  that  impoiiti<Mi  was  originally  e{labli£hed  in  Barbadoes,. 
the  grant  was,  apparently,  the  grant  of  the  people  themielves>. 
by  their  reprefentativcs  in  their  legiflative  capacity.  Even 
Charles  the  lid,  in  v^ofe  reign/die  grant  paifled^.  though  a  ra« 

pacious 
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pacious  and  unprincipled  monarchy  did  not  openly  claim  the  CRAP; 
right  of  laying  taxes  by  his  own  authority  in  a  colony  which   ^      H* 
had  an  aflembly  of  its  own,  competent  to  that  purpoie.     The 
king  was  ready  enough  to  overawe,  or  to  corrupt  the  members 
which-  compofed  that  aflembly ;  but  he  left  them  the  form  and 
femblance  at  leaft,  of  a  free  government- 

In  defence  of  the  prefent  meafure,  it  was  urged  that  Grenada 
being  a  conquered  country,  the  king  was  inverted  with  the 
power  of  putting  the  inhabitants  under  what  form  of  govern- 
ment he  thought  beft ;  that  he  might  have  granted  them  what 
terms  of  capitulation,  and  have  concluded  what  articles  of  peace 
with  them  he  faw  fit;  and  further,  that  the  aflurance  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Grenada,  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  that  they 
fhould  enjoy  their  properties  and  privileges  in  like  manner  as 
the  other  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  the  Britifli  Leeward  Iflands, 
neceflarily  implied  that  they  were  bound  to  fubmit  to  the  fame 
confequcnces  of  their  being  fubjcdts  as  were  fubmitted  to  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands;.  one  of  which  was  the  payment  of 
the  duty  in  queftion.  It  was  faid  therefore  that  the  demand  of 
this  duty  v^s  moft  rcafonable,  equitable  and  political ;  for  that 
it  was  only  putting  Grenada,  as  to  duties,  on  the  fame  footing 
with  all  the  Britifh  Leeward  Iflands.  If  Grenada  paid  more,  it 
would  be  detrimental  to  hcr^  i£  left,  it  would  be  detrimental  to^ 
the  other  Loeward  liUnds., 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended,  that  the  letters  patent- 
were  void  on  two  points,  the  firft  was  "  that  although  they 

had: 
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BOOK   had  been  granted  before  the  proclamation,  of  the  7th  ofOftobet 

1763,  yet  the  king  could  not  exercife  fuch  a  legiflativc  power 
over  a  conquered  country/*-— The  fecond  point  was,  "  that 
.  although  "f he  king  had  fufficient  power  and  authority,  before 
the  7th  of'O&ohcr  1763,  to  do  fuch  it  legiflative  ad,  he  had 
diverted  himfelf  of  fuch  authority  previous  to  the  letters  patent 
.of  the  2otli  of  July  1764." 

The  crQwn  however  perlifting.ia  its  claim,  and  the  inhabit, 
tants  in  oppoiing  it,  iiTue  was  joined  on  the  arguments  that  I  have 
ftated,  and  the  queftion  was  U  length  referred  to  a  iQlemn  ad- 
judication before  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  ia 
England  f6J. 

The  cafe  was  elabcH^ately  argued  in  Weftminfter-faall^  fbur 
feveral  times ;  and  in  Michaelmas  term  1774^  Lord  chief  juftice 
Mansfield  pconounced  judgment,  ^gainfi  the  crown.  The  con«>» 
Sequence  was,  that  the  duty  in  queftion  was  aboliihedt  not  only 
in  Grenada,  1)ut  alfo  in  the  ceded  iflands  of  Dominica^  St.  Yin-* 
iCent;  and  Tobago. 


may  be  reasonably  fiippofed  that  the  inhabitants  of  aU 
'^fe  iflands  had  fufficient  cauie  for  exultatioa  at  a  verdift  fb 
favourable  to'  their  interefts;  but  the  circomftances  on  which 
the  decifion  was  founded,  and  the  do^ines  which  were  pro* 
mulgated  along  with  it,  became  the  fubjeft  of  much  animad- 
v^riion  %  andindeed  (if  Imay  obtrude  my  own  opinion  in  fuch 

fjl^h)  The  cafe  \%  rdatcd  at  large  ia  Cowper's  Reports. 

jz  acaie) 
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ft  cafe)  they  appear  to  mc  to  be  of  a  dangerous  and  unconfti-  CHAP, 
tutional  tendency.  IL 

The     nobie    and   venerable    judge  wbo  pronounced   tfie 
opinion  of  the  Court,  refted  the  determination  fofely  on  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  the  proclamations  of  0<flober  1763,  and  March 
1 764,  were  of  prior  date  to  the  letters  patent ;  obferving  that 
Ae  king  had  precluded  himfelf  from  the  -exercife  of  legiflativc 
authority  over  Grenada,  Sefore  the  letters  patent  were  ii&ed. 
••  TTnough  inatt«ition,  he  faid,  of  the  king's  fervaiits,  in  invert-* 
ing  the  order  in  which  the  inftrumcnts  fhould  have  pafled,  the 
laft  adt  was  contradidtory  to,  and  a  violation  of  the  firft,  and 
on  that  account  null  and  void/'     But,  although  the  noble  lord' 
confined  ihc  mere  legal  queftion  to  a   narrow  compafs,  he 
judged  it  neceflary,  at  the  (ame  time,  to  enter  on  a  wide  and 
extcnfive  field  of  difcuffion  in  fupport  of  the  regal  authority  over 
conquered  countries ;  maintaining  *'  that  it  is  left  to  the  king  to 
grant  tn;  refufe  a  capitulation  ; — if  he  refufcs,  and  puts  the  in^ 
iaiifants  to  the  Jword^  or  otberwife  exterminates  them,  all  the 
fends  belong  to  himfclf.     If  he  receives  the  inhabitants  under 
his  protedtion,  and  grants  them  their  property,  he  has  a  power 
to  fix  fucb  terms  and  tondttions  as  be  thinks  proper.     He   may. 
(faid  the  noble  judge)  yield  up  the  conqueft,  or  retain  it,  on 
what  terms  he  pleafes,  and  change  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the 
law,  or  political  form  of  its  government,  as  ^he  fees  heft'^     la . 
reply  to  an  obfer\^ation,  that  tio  adjudged  c^fe,  in  point,  had 
been  adduced,  the  noble  lord  declared  that  this  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  **  inafinuch  as  no  queftion  was  ever  flartcd  before, 

but 
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BOOK  but  that  the  king  has  a  right  to  a  legijlative  authority  over  x 
^^I*  conquered  country ;"  and  he  quoted  an  opinion  of  the  crown 
lawyers  in  1722,  in  refpedl  of  Jamaica.  The  aflembly  of  that 
ifland  being  refradory,  it  was  referred  to  Sir  Philip  Yorke  and 
Sir  Clement  Wearge  to  know  "  what  could  be  done  if  the 
aflembly  Ihould  obftinately  continue  to  withold  all  the  ufual 
fupplies/'  They  reported,  that  "if  Jamaica  was  flill  to  be 
confider^d  as  a  conquered  jfland^  the  king  had  a  right  to*  levy 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  confidered  in 
the  fame  light  as  the  other  colonies y  no  tax  could  be  impofed  on 
the  inhabitants,  but  by  an  ajfembly  of  the  jfland,  or  by  an  aSi  of 
parliament  J' 

It  is  impofiible,  I  think,  not  to  perceive,  throughout  thefc, 
and  other  parts  of  the  learned  judge's  argument,  a  certain 
degree  of  bias  arifing  from  the  unhappy  diflentions  which, 
about  that  period^  broke  out  into  a  civil  War  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies ;  in  the  progrefs  of  which,  it  is  believed, 
this  nobk  perfon  diflinguifhed  himfelf  as  an  adlive  partizan, 
and  a  powerful  advxxrate  for  the  unconditional  fupremacy  of  the 
mother  country,  I  might  otherwife  be  chargeable  with  great 
arrogance  in  prcfuming  to  diflfer  from  fuch  weight  of  autho- 
rity; but  furely  it  will  be  permitted  me  to  examine  the 
doctrine  maintained  on  this  occafion,  by  the  ted  of  thofe  cafes, 
which  the  noble  judge  himfelf  adduced  in  its  fupport.  In 
fuch  an  examination,  plain  argument  and  common  fcnfe  may 
fupply  the  fubtletics  of  legal  refinement,  and  the  want  of  pro- 
/efliondl  learning. 

Thb 
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The  cafes  chiefly   relied  on  by  the  learned  judge,  were  CHAP, 
thofe  of  Ireland,  Wales,  Berwick  and  New  York;  in  all  which  ^^* 

places  it  was  afferted  that  the  king,  after  their  conqueft,  had,  of 
his  own  authority,  exercifed  the  powers  of  legiflature,  by  intro- 
ducing an  alteration  of  their  former  laws,  and  eflablifhing  a  new 
fyftem  of  government  over  the  inhabitants.  **  No  man  (ob- 
ferved  his  lordfhip,  in  the  cafe  of  Ireland,)  ever  faid  that  the 
change  in  the  laws  of  that  country  was  made  by  the  parliament 
of  England :  no  nian  ever  faid  the  crown  could  not  do  it/' 

With  the  utmoft  deference  however  to  the  fentiments  of 
this  great  and  enlightened  lawyer,  I  prefume  to  think  that  the 
queftion  was  not  limply.  Whether  the  crown  alone,  or  the  par- 
liament of  England,  had  the  right  of  exercifing  the  authority 
contended  for  ? — I  will  even  admit  that  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament was  unneceflary.  Still  however  the  main  queftion  re- 
mains to  be  anfwered,  which  is.  To  what  extent  may  the  royal 
prerogative  in  fuch  cafes  be  exerted?  Did  the  noble  judge  mean 
to  aflert  that  conqueft  deftroys  all  the  rights  t^i  the  conquered, 
and  that  the  king,  in  changing  their  laws  and  form  of  govern- 
ment, has  a  right  to  prefcribe  to  them,  not  merely  the  Englijh  con* 
fiitution ; — but  any  other  fyftem,  he  thinks  beft  ?  If  fuch  was 
the  opinion,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  cafes  which  his  lord- 
ihip  adduced  in  fupport  of  his  argument,  warrant  no  fuch 
conclufion. 

The  firft  cafe  was  that  of  Ireland*     "  The  fa6l,  fays  the 
noble  lord,  comes  out  clearly  to  be,  that  Ireland  received  the 
laws  of  England  by  the  charters  and  commands  of  Henry  II.' 
King  John  and  Henry  III." 

Vol,  I.  3  B  Or 
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BOOK        Of  Wales,  the  noble  lord  obferves  "  that  the  ilatute  of 

III.         Wales   (i2  Edward  I.)  is  certainly  no  mort^  than  regulations, 

0  ^^~        made  fy  the  king  in  his  council  for  the  government  of  Wales, 

and  that  the  king  governed  it  as  a  conqueji ;"  but  let  us  hear  on 
this  fubjeft  the  learned  judge  Blackftone.  **  This  territory^ 
obferves  Blackftone,  being  then  entirely  re-annexed  (by  a  kind 
of  feodal  refumption)  to  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of  England^ 
or,  as  the  ftatute  of  Rutland  expreffes  it,  terra  Walliae  cum  incolis 
Juisy  prius  regi  jure  feodali JiibjeSia^  (of  which  homage  was  the 
fign)  jam  in  proprietatis  dominium  totaliter  et  cum  integritate  con-^ 
verfa  ejiy  et  coronae  regni  Angliae  tanquam  pars  corporis  ejufdent 
annexa  et  unita.  But  the  finkhing  ftrokc  to  their  independency, 
was  given  by  the  ftatute  27  Henry  VIIL  c.  26.  which  at  the 
fame  time  gave  the  utmoft  advancement  to  their  civil  prof- 
perity,  by  admitting  them  to  a  thorough  communication  of  laws  with 
the  fubjeBs  of  England.  Thus  wercthi§  brave  people  gradually 
jeonquered  into  the  enjoyment  of  true  liberty ;  being  infenfibly 
put  upon  the  fame  footingy  and  made  felhm  citizens  with  their  con^ 
querorsJ* 

•    Another  cafe  was  that  of  Berwick,  which,,  obferved  the 

noble  lord,  "  after  the  conqueft  of  it,  was  governed  by  charters. 

from  the  crown,  without  the  interpofition  of  parliament,  till 

the  reign  of  James  I/'     The  noble  jiidge  would  have  flated 

this  cafe  more  feirly,  had  he  faid  that  Edward  L  at  the  requejl 

of  the  inhabitants  J  confirmed  to  them  the  enjoymeat  of  their 

ancient  laws  3  but  that  '*  its  conftitution  was  put  on  an  Englijb 

footingy  by  a  charter  of  king  James/'     Thefe  arc  the   very 

words  of  Blackftone* 

f  Th^ 
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The  cafe  next  quoted  by  the  learned  judge  was  that  of  New  CHAP. 
York,  which  was  conquered  from  the  Dutch  in  1664,  and,  ^  _^^ 
like  Wales,  remained  in  pofleffion  of  moft  of  its  former  inhabi- 
tants. **  King  Charles  IL  (obferres  the  noble  judge)  changed 
the  form  of  their  conftitution  and  political  government ;  by 
granting  it  to  the  duke  of  Torky  to  hold  of  his  crown  under  all 
the  regulations  contained  in  the  letters  patent.'' — So  iir  is  true  i 
but  what  followed  ?  This  duk«  of  York  (afterwards  James  IL) 
was  a  man  whole  principles  of  government  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  repugnant  and  inimical  to  thofe  of  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion. Accordingly  he  attempted  at  firft  to  introduce  into  the 
jiewly  acquired  country,  a  fyftem  little  confonant  to  Britifh  free- 
dom ;  but  he  was  difappointed  and  defeated.  He  was  com- 
pelled, much  againft  his  inclination,  to  allow  the  people  to 
choofe  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  the  legiflature;  and  thefe 
deputies  actually  voted  ^  that  all  the  ordinances  which  had 
been  made  by  the  governor  and  council,  before  the  people  were 
admitted  to  a  (hare  in  the  legiilature,  were  invalid,  becaufe  tbey 
were  faffed  in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  conjiitution  of  Eng^ 
landr 

From  this  recital,  it  is  I  think  evident  that  the  noble  and 
learned  judge  miilook  the  giji  of  the  queftion ;  or  rather  con- 
founded together  two  things  which  are  totally  diilindt  and  repug-  * 
nant  in  their  nature ;  for  he  appears  to  have  confidered  the  pre- 
rogative in  the  king,  of  extending  to  his  newly  acquired  fubje^ts^ 
the  benefits  of  the  Englifh  confiitutionj  as  equivalent  to  the  right 
of  ruling  them  by  whatever  conftitution  or  fyfteni  of  govern- 
ment he  pleafes ;  or,  by  none  at  all. 

3  B  2  It 
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BOOK  It  would  feem  then  that,  if  the  cafes  which  have  been  ad- 
IW.  duced  prove  any  thing/  they  prove  that  the  crown  neither  has 
prefcribed,  nor  could  prefcribe,  any  form  of  government  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  of  the  Britiih  conftitution,  to  any 
colony  or  territory  whatever,  whether  acquired  by  conqueft  or 
iettlement^ — and  good  authorities  are  not  wanting  in  fupport 
of  this  doftrine,  **  The  king  of  Great  Britain  (fays  an  excel- 
lent writer  (c)  although  at  the  head  of  a  free  ftate,  may,  in  his 
own  right,  hold  other  ftates,  under  a  form  of  government  that 
is  not  free ;  as  he  does,  for  inflance,  the  ftates  of  the  elec- 
torate of  Hanover.  He  may  too  even  as  king  of  Great  Britain, 
by  virtue  of  his  prerogative  and  as  generaliflimo  of  the  empire, 
hold  a  conquered  ftate  (for  the  time  being)  under  a  form 
of  government  that  is  not  free;  that  is,  under  military  law: 
but,  in  the  inftant  that  fuch  conquered  ftate  is,  by  treaty 
of  peace,  or  otherwife,  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
in  that  mftant  it  imbibes  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  it  is 
naturalized ;  it  is  ailimilated  to  the  government,  it  is  go- 
vernable and  to  be  governed  by,  and  under  all  thoie  powers 
with  which  the  governing  power  of  king,  lords  and  commons  is 
inverted  by  the  conftitution ;  but  it  is  not  governable,  neither 
is  to  be  governed,  by  any  powers  which  the  governing  power  of 
king,  lords  and  commons  does  not  poftefs  from  the  conftitu- 
tion :  as  for  example,  it  cannot  be  governed  on  the  principles 
of  flavery;  becaufe  the  governing  power  of  king,  lords  and  com- 
mons is  appointed  by  the  conftitution  to  govern  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty/*  Surely  it  is  a  propofition  abfurd  and  mon- 
ftrous  on  the  very  face  of  it,  to  fay  that  a  limited  monarch,  in 
a  free  ftate,  may  govern  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  fuch  a 

'  (c)  Mr.  Eft  wick. 

ftate 
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ftate  in  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner.     A  body  of  fub-  •  C  H  A  ?• 
jedls  fo  governed,  would,  if  fufficiently  numerous,  be  fit  inftru-    x_^h_ 
ments  to  cnflave  the  reft  1 

The  intelligent  reader  will  admit  the  vaft  importance  of  this 
queftion,  both  to  the  prefent  age  and  to  pofterity  ;  and  perceive 
how  greatly  the  deareft  interefts  of  men,  who,  in  the  contingen- 
cies of  war,  fliall  hereafter  fall  under  the  Britifh  dominion,  may 
poffibly  be  concerned  in  its  difcuilion.  To  fuch  readers  no  apology 
will  be  neccflary  for  the  detail  which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  give  on  a  fubjedl  of  fuch  conilitutional  magnitude. ——-I  now 
return  to  tranfaftions  with  die  colony. 

It  has  been  ftated  that  the  firft  afifembly  met  in  1765.  At 
that  time  none  of  the  French  Roman  catholic  inhabitants 
claimed  a  right,  or  even  exprefTed  a  defire,  of  becoming  mem- 
bers, either  of  the  council  or  affembly :  but  in  1768  the  governor 
received  inftruftions  from  the  crown,  to  admit  two  of  them  into 
the  council,  and  to  declare  others  to  be  eligible  into  the  afiembly» 
on  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy.  The  gover- 
nor was  dire<^ed  alfo  to  include  the  names  of  certain  perfbns  of 
this  defcription,  in  the  commiflion  af  the  peace. 

These  inftrudions,'  and  the  meafures  which  were  taken  in 
coniequence  thereof,  gave  rife' to  violent  commotions  and  party 
•divifions  in  the  colony,  which,  being  embittered  by  religious 
controverfy,  continue  to  divide  the  inhabitants  to  the  prefent 
hour.  It  were  highly  unbecoming  in  me  (a  ftranger  to  the 
ifland)  to  flatter  the  paffions  of  one  party  or  the  other ;  and  I 

fhould 
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{hould  readily  confign  all  the  circumilarucs  to  oblivion^  but  that 
it  is  my  duty  as  an  hillorian,  to  ftate  without  prejudice  fuch 
particulars  as  may,  in  their  confequences^  affe<St  the  general 
welfare  of  the  colony,  that  the  errors  of  one  age  may  ferve  as  a 
lefibn  to  the  next. 

The  oppofition  that  was  given  by  the  Briti{h  inhabitants  to 
the  appointment  of  any  of  the  Roman  catholic  capitulants  to 
feats  in  the  legiflature^  arofe,  I  believe,  originally  from  an  idea 
that  the  royal  inftru<^ions  in  this  cafe  were  in  direift  viola* 
tion  of  the  tcft  zA  of  Charles  IL  which  requires  **  that  all  per- 
fons  enjoying  any  place  of  truft  or  profit  fhall,  in  addition  to 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  fubfcribe  a  declaration 
againft  the  doiftrine  of  tranfubiUntiation  in  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord's  fiipper."  By  the  king's  inftrudtions,  above  cited, 
his  Roman  catholic  iubjedts  of  Grenada  were  declared  eligible 
without  fufofcribing  to  this  declaration* 

Liberal  and  enlightened  minds  at  this  day  are  not  eafily 
reconciled  to  the  dodtrine  that  an  adherence  to  mere  ipecula^ 
tive  opinions  in  matters  of  feith^  ought  to  drive  any  loyal  fub- 
jedt  from  the  fervice  of  his  country,  or  deprive  a  man  (other - 
wife  entitled)  of  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  honours  and  diftinc* 
tions,  the  diflribution  of  which  the.wifdom  of  the  laws  has 
afligned  to  the  fovereign.  Much  lefs  will  it  be  thought  that 
fuch  a  man  is  unworthy  of  that  confidence  which  his  neigh* 
hours  and  fellow  citizens,  who  are  heft  acquainted  with  his 
principles  and  virtues,  and  are  themfelves  of  a  different  per- 
iuafion,  fhall  think  fit  to  repofe  in  him.     At  the  fame  titoc^  it 

muft 


WEST      INDIES. 


375 


muff  be  acknowledged  that  the  recent  and  then  depending  CHAP, 
claim  in  tke  crown,  to  lay  taxes  on  Grenada  by  its  own  authori-* 
ty,  gave  tfab  inhabitants  juft  caufc  of  appreheniion  that  the 
foy2l  inftrudtions  in  the  prefent  cafe  were  founded^  in  like 
manner,  on  a  pretenfion  to  legiflative  authority,  fubverfive  of 
ifhcir  own  Colonial  affembly. 

On  the  other  han4  it  was  alledged  that  the  teft  aft  was 
never  meant  to  extend  to  the  Briti(h  plantations ;  that  it  was 
confined,  both  in  its  letter  and  fpirit,  to  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
knd  and  the  town  of  Berwick ;  and  though  it  were  true  that. ' 
it  is  the  pracSice  of  the  courts  of  Grenada  to  adopt  both  the 
common  and  ftatute  law  of  England,  it  wa&  contended  never- 
thelefs,  that  the  adoption  could  extend  only  to  fuch  of  the 
Englifli  ftatute8„  as  were  applicable  to  the  peculiar  fifua- 
tion  of  rfte  colony.  It  was  ur^  that  the  ad:  in  queftioa? 
originated  in  an  age  of  religious  frenzy  and  fanatic  violence. 
The  authority  of  hiftory  was  adduced  to  prove  that  it  was 
particularly  promoted  by  a  worthlefs  individual,  from  aninK)(ity 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  obliged,  in  confequence  of  it, 
to  refign  the  great  office  of  Lord  High.  Admiral.  A  law  thus 
founded  and  fupported>  inftead  of  being  confidered.  as  fuited 
to  the  circumftances  of  a  new  and  infant  colony,  ought,  it  wa^ 
feid,  to  be  expunged  from,  the  Englifli  ftatute  book. 

What  influence  thefc^or  orfier  coniiderations^  had  on  the 
Britifh  Miniftry,  I  prefume  not  to  fay»  It  is  certain  that  the 
king  refufcd  to  revoke  his  inftru<Stions ;  in  confequence  where- 
^  die  moft  sbealous  of  the  proteftant  members  of  the  aflem- 
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BOOK   bly  declining  to  attend,  it  was  feldom  that  a  houfe  could  be 
]p^     ,  formed.     Public  affairs  foon  fell   into  the  utmoft  conflifion, 
and  in  this  ftate  of  faftion  and  perplexity,  the  ifland  continued, 

until  its  re-capture  by  the  French  in  1779. 

.  ■  »   « 

On  this  occafion,  charges  were  brought  againA  the  French 
inhabitants  which  I  will  not  repeat,  becaufe  I  have  no  other 
evidence ,  to  fupport  them  than  the  mutual  reproaches,  and 
reciprocal  accufations  of  the  parties.  The  complaints  indeed 
which  were  loudly  made  on  the  part  of  the  French,  of  an 
ufurpation  of  their  deareft  rights  by  the  prevailing  faction, 
feemed  to  imply  that  they  relied  rather  on  juftification  than 
denial. 

The  French  miniftry  however  required  no  other  encourage- 
ment for  attacking  this  rlland,  than  the  defenceleis  ftate  in 
which  all  the  Britiih  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  at 
that  jundture  notorioufly  left.  The  hopelefs  and  deftrudivc 
war  in  North  America  had  drawn  to  its  vortex  all  the  powers, 
refburces,  and  exertions  of  Great  Britain.  Already  had  Domi- 
nica and  St.  Vincent  become  a  facrifice  to  that  unfortunate 
Gonteft  $  when  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  Grenada  to  experience  her 
ihare  of  the  general  misfortune. . 

On  the  2d  of  July  1779,  a  French  armament,  confifting  of 
a  fleet  of  25  ihips  of  the  line,  10  ft-igates,  and  5000  troops,^  under 
the  command  of  the  Count  D'Eftaing,  appeared  off  the 
harbour  and  town  of  St.  George:  the  whole  force  of  the 
iHand  wa^  •  compoied  of  90  men  of  the  48th  regiment,  300 

4  militia 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  377 

militia  of  the  tfland,  and  1 50  feamcn  from  the  merchant  (hips ;  C  H  A  J\ 
and    its  fortifications  confifted   chiefly  of  an   entrenchment    ^     '^" 
which  had  been  haftily  thrown  up,  round  the  fummit  of  the 

» 

Hofpital  hilL     This  entrenchment  the  Count  D'Eftaing  in- 
verted the  next  day,  at  the  head  of  3 ,000  of  his  beft  forces, 
which  he  led  up  in  three  columns,  and  after  a  hard  conflift 
cafried  the  lines.     Never  did  fo  fmall  a  body  of  men  make  a 
nobler  defence  againft  fuch  inequality  of  numbers.     The  gover- 
nor (Lord  Macartney)  and  the  remains  of  his  little  garrifon, 
immediately  retired  into  the  old  fort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour i  which  however  was  wholly  untenable,  being  command- 
ed by  the  Hofpital-hill  battery,  the  guns  of  which  having  been 
moft  unfortunately  left  unfpiked,   were  now   turned  againfl 
them.     At  day-break,  the  French  opened  a  battery  of  two 
twenty-four  pounders  againft  the  walls  of  the  old  fort.     In 
this  fituation,  the   governor  and  inhabitants  had  no  refburce 
but  in   the  hopes  of  obtaining  fevourable  terms  of  capitula- 
tion; and  herein  they   were   difappointed.     Their   propofals 
were  fcornfully  rejedted,  and  fuch  hard  and  extraordinary  terms 
offered  and  infifted  on  by  Count  D'Eftaing,  as  left  them  no 
alternative  but  the  facrifice  of  their  honour,  or  an  unconditional 
furrender.     They  embraced  the  latter;   and  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged that  the  proteftion  which  was  afforded  to  the 
helplefs  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  their  property,  not  only 
while  the  treaty  was  depending,  but  glfo  after  the  furrender 
of  the  ifland  at  difcretion,  refledted  the  higheft  luftre  on  the 
difcipline,  as  well  as  humanity  of  the  conquerors.     PrQtedfoa 
and  fafe-guards  were  granted  on  every  application,  and  thus 
a  town  was  faved  from    plunder,  which  by  the  flrift  rules 
Vol.  I.  3  C  of 


jtS  history    ofthe 

t  O  O  K    of    war,  txiight   have    bwa    gjiwn    up   to  m 
HI*       fokJiciy. 


QcaipcjiatiOu 


It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  fiibfequeot  conduA  of  th^ 
French  government  of  Grenada^   towards  tta  new  fSahjcGtSp 
was  not  quite  fo  generous.     By  an  ordinance,  of  the  Count  de 
Durat,  the   new  governor,   they  were   enjoined,   under  the 
penalty  of  military  execution  and  jconfifcation  of  propert^r,  from 
the  payment,  diredtly  or  indiredUy,  of  all  debts  dae  by  them 
to  Britifli  fubjedts,  reiiding  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  domi^ 
nions ;  and  by  another  ordinance,  the  prohibition  was  extended 
to  fuch  debts  owing  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  united  provinces  of 
Holland,  as  were  guaranteed  by  any.  of  the  fubjei^  of  Great 
Britain.     The  Count  D'Eftaing  had  inferted  claufes  to  the 
lame  effedt,  in  the  form  of  capitulation  which  he  had  tendered 
to  the  garrifon,  and  it  was  thofe  prohibitions  that  induced  the 
British  inhabitants,  with  an  honeft  indignation,  to  rifque  tho 
ccmiequence  of  an  unconditional  furrender,  rather  litaxi  fubmit 
to  them.     With  the  virtue  and  integri^  that  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  for  ever  diilinguifh  the  Britiih  chara<fter,  they  confidered 
no  facriiicc  fo  great  as  the  violation  of  that  confidence^  which 
had  been  repofed  in   them  by  their  friends  and  creditors  in 
Europe.     But  the  ordinances  went  ftill  further.     By  the  regu-» 
lations  which  they  contained,  it  vtras  enadted  that  all  the  eftates 
belonging  to  Englifh  absentees,  fhould  be  put  into  the  hands 
of.  certain  pcrfbns  to  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  called 
cMparvators ;  and  the  produce  be  paid  into  the   public  trea— 
iury.     Thus  was  plunder  fandioned  by  authority;    and  the 
abfent  proprietors  were  not  the  only  vidims.    The  ihameful 

facilitvr 
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facility  with  which  arcvj  French  claimant  wa«  put  into  pof-  CHAP* 
feflion  of  eftatcs,  to  which  the  flightefl  prctenfion  was  fet  up,         ^* 
gave  the  refident  planters  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  die  only 
indulgence  they  were  to  expeft,  was  that  which  Poliphemus 
pronuibd  Uly0cs»  of  being  drwurtd  the  tajt. 

Most  of  thele  injurious  proceedkigs,  and  various  ads  of 
perfonal  opprefilon^  inAtifted  on  the  cooqueced  inhabitants  of 
Grenada,  were^  I^  themj  imputed  to  the  too  great  influence 
with  the  governor  of  tb^  late  fellow  fubjei9s  and  neighbours^ 
the  French  planters;  and  it  is  mudi  eafier  to  account  for^ 
than  to  juftify  their  condud.  Let  it  be  remembered  however^ 
to  the  honour  of  the  French  natioiii,  that  thefe  oefariDiiB  pro^^ 
ceedings  were  no  fooner  made  known  to  the  court  of  Fmice» 
than  they  were  difapproved  and  reprobated.  The  appointment 
of  codiervators  was  alxdiihod,  and  nftoration  ordered  to  1>e 
made  of  the  eAates  of  d>ient  prc^rietors.  Redre^  was  like^ 
wife  very  ^nerally  giveot  by  appeals  in  the  kft  i*efort,  to  fuch 
4of  the  refident  planters  as  had  been  illegally  deprived  of  their 
poiTeiriona.  But  it  was  not  long,  before  the  ifland  itfelf  re^- 
verted  to  the  Briti(h  dominion. 

Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  were  reftdred  to  Great  Britain, 
with  aU  the  other  captured  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  (Tobago 
excepted)  by  the  general  pacification  which  took  place  in 
Jan  wry  17S3  ;  a  pacification  upon  which^  whatever  ittay  he 
its  general  merits,  it  is  impoflible  but  that  the  EngUih  iugar 
planters  (except  perhaps  thofe  of  the  ceded  iiland)  muft  roi- 
fld£t  widi  grateful  fatisfadion.     It  might  indeed  have  been 

^  C  a  wKhed, 
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wiihed,  by  thofe  who  have  at  heart  the  prefent  repofe  and  future 
profperity  of  mankind,  that  fome  falutary  regulations  had  been 
framed,  at  the  fame  time,  for  preventing  the  revival  of  thofc 
unhappy  national  animofities  among  .the  white  inhabitants 
of  Grenada,  of  which  I  have  fo  largely  fpokpn,  and  which,  I 
am  forry  to  be  informed,  were  renewed  on  the  reAoration  of 
the  ifland  with  additional  force  and  aggravated  violence.  It 
is  not  my  intention  however  to  enter  into  any  further  detail 
on  the  fubjed.  As  a  friend  to  the  interefts  of  humanity,  inde- 
pendant  of  religious  opinions,  and  locality  of  birth,  I  fhall  re- 
joice if  means  can  be  found  to  reftore  to  this  little  community 
that  peace,  confidence  and  unanimity,  without  which  its 
inhabitants  muft  be  a  ruined  people,  and  a  prey  to  the  iirft 
invader. 

Having  thus,  as  I  conceive,  fufficiently  treated  of  the  hif* 

torical  and  political  concerns  of  this  valuable  colony,  I  fhali 

conclude,  with  a  fhort  difplay  c^  its  prefent  ftate,  in  refpefk  of 

foil,  population,  produ£tions  and  exports ;  premifing  that  many 

of  thofe  little  iilands  which  are  called  the  Grenadines,  no  longer 

appertain  to  the  government  of  Grenada*     By  an  arrangement 

of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  which  has  taken  efFed:  iince  the 

peace,  a  line  of  divifion  pafTes  in  an  eaft  and  weft  diredtion, 

between  Cariacou  and  Union  ifland.     The  former  of  thefe, 

and  fome  iinaller  iflands  fouth  of  it,  are  all  that  are  now  com- 

prifed  in  the  Grenada  government ;  Union  ifknd,  with  all  the 

little  iilands  adjoining,  to  the  north,  being  annexed  to  the 

government  of  St.  Vincent. 

3  Grenada. 
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Grenada  contains  about  80,000  acres  of  land;  of  which  CHAP. 
although  no  Icfs  than  72,141  acres  paid  taxes  in  1776,  and  ^^• 
may  therefore  be  fuppofed  fit  for  cultivation,  yet  the  quantity 
adually  cultivated  has  never  exceeded  50,000  acres.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  mountainous,  but  not  inacceflible  in  any 
part,  and  it  abounds  with  fprings  and  rivulets.  To  the  north 
and  the  eaft>  the  foil  is  a  brick  mould ;  the  fame,  or  nearly  the 
fame,  as  that  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  hiftory 
of  Jamaica.  On  the  weft  fide,  it  is  a  rich  black  mould  on  a 
fubftratum  of  yellow  clay.  To  the  fouth,  the  land  in  general 
is  poor,  and  of  a  reddiOi  hue,  and  the  fame  extends  over  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  interior  country.  On  the  whole  however, 
Grenada  appears  to  be  fertile  in  a  high  degree,  and  by  the 
variety,  as  well  as  excellence,  of  its  returns,  feems  adapted  to 
every  tropical  produftion.  The  exports  of  the  year  1776,  from 
Grenada  and  its  dependencies,  were  14,012,157  lbs.  of  muf- 
cavado,-and  9,273,607  lbs.  of  clayed  fugar ;  818,700  gallons  of 
rum  J  1,827,166  lbs.  of  coffee,  457,719  lbs.  of  cacao,  91,943  lbs. 
of  cotton,  27,638  lbs.  of  indigo,  and  fome  fmaller  articles;  the 
whole  of  which,  on  a  moderate  computation,  could  not  be  worth 
Icfs,  at  the  ptorts  of  (hipping,  than  £.  600,000  fterling,  excluding 
freight,  duties,  infurance  and  other  charges.  It  deferves  to  be 
remembered  too,  that  the  fugar  was  the  produce  of  106  planta- 
tions only,  and  that  they  were  worked  by  18,293  negroes,  which 
was  therefore  rather  more  than  one  hogfhead  of  mufcavado 
fugar,  of  1 6  c wt.  from  the  labour  of  each  negro,  old  and  young, 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  that  commodity ;  a  prodigious 
return,  equalled,  I  believe,  by  no  other  Britifli  ifland  in  the- 
Weft  Indies,  St.  Chriftophcr*s  excepted.— The  exports  of 
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BOOK    1 787  will  be  given  hereafter :  they  will  be  found,  except  iaone 
W-        or  two  articles,  to  fall  greatly  fbortof  thole  of  1776;  a  cir- 
cumftance  for  which  I  know  not  wholly  how  to  account. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  Gx  parifhe^,  St*  George,  Sl 
David,  St.  Andrew,  St.  Patrick,  Sl  Mark  and  St.  John ;  and  its 
chief  dependency,  Cariacou,  forms  a  feventh  pariih.  It  is  only 
iince  the  refloratioa  of  Grenada  to  Great  Britain  by  th^  peac? 
of  1783,  that  an  ifland  law  has  been  obtained  for  the  eft^blifh-^ 
ment  of  a  proteAant  clergy.  This  ad  pajQfed  in  17849  a94  pro- 
vides ftipends  of  £.  33b  ^currpncy^  and  j^*  ^^  ^^r  bou^  rent 
j)er  annum,  for  five  clergymen^  viz.  on^  for  the  town  and  parifh 
of  St.  George,  three  for  the  other  five  out  parishes  o^  Greqisda^ 
and  one  for  Cariacou.  Beiides  theie  ftipends,  there  are  yalua-- 
ble  glebe  lands,  which  bad  been  appropriated  tp  tiie  ^pport 
of  the  Rontan  cathqlic  plergy,  whilft  that  was  the  eftaUiihed 
religion  of  Grenada*  Tl|efe  lands^  .according  tp  v\  opinion  pf 
^e  attorney  and  folicitor  general  of  Engl^  (ts  wbooa  a 
queftion  on  this  point  was  rpferred  by  the  crown)  b^fiavB^ 
vefted  in  his  Majefty  as  public  lands,  on  the  reftoration  of  the 
ifland  to  the  Briti(h  goyemment,  and  I  believe  b^v/^  iiocf  been 
applied  by  the  colonial  l^giflature;,  wi(h  Uie  confent  of  the 
rrowii,  to  the  further  fupport  of  thp  prot^aot  churchy  with 
ibme  allowance  thereout  (to  what  amount  I  am  not  infom^) 
for  the  hen^t  of  the  Jx)krat6d  Romiih  clergy  of  th^  t^taisn'^ 
ing  French  inbabitants. 

The  capital  of  Grenada,  by  aa  ordinance  of  |}overqor  Mel- 
ville, foon  after  the  ce0ion  of  the  coujntiy  to  Great  Britaia 
hy  the  peace  of  Paris,  is  called  St  George.   By  this  ordinance, 

a  Engliih 
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Engliih  names  were  given  to  die  fevefal  towns  and  pariHies^  C  H  A  P« 

and  their  French  names  forbidden  to  be  thereafter  ufed  in  any         I'* 

poblic  a€ts.    The  French  name  of  the  capital  was  Fort  Royale^ 

k  is  fituatod  in  a  fpacious  bay^  on  the  weft  or  lee  fide  of  the 

iilandy  not  far  from  the  fouth  end,  and  pofTefles  one  of  the  fafeft 

and  moft  commodious  harbours  for  fhipping  in  the  Englifh 

Weft  Indies^  which,  haa  been  lately  fc^-tified  at  a  very  great 

m 

Thb  other  towns  in  Grenada,,  are,  properly  fpeaking»  incon-^ 
fiderable  villages  or  hamlets,  which  are  generally  fituated  af 
the  bays  or  (hipping  places  in  the  feveral  out  parifhes*  The 
pariiK  town  of  Cariacou  is  called  HilHborough» 

Grenada  has  two  ports  of  entry,  with  feparate  eftablifh^* 
ments,  and  diftini£k  revenue  officers,  independant  of  each  other^. 
viz.  one  at  St.  George,  the  capital,  and  one  at  Grenville  bay, 
a  town  and  harbour  on  the  eaft  or  windward  fide  of  the  ifland. 

« 

The  former,  by  the  27  Geo.  III.  c«  27*  is  made  a  free  port*. 

Whether  if  be  owmg  to  the  events  of  war,  to  domefticr 
diflentions,  or  to  calamities  inflided  by  the  hand  of  Divine  Pro-^ 
vidence^  I  know  not,,  but  it  appears  that  the  white  population* 
of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  has    decreafed  confiderably 
fince  thefe  iflands  firft  came  into  pofTeifion  of  the  EngliHi.. 
The  number   of  white  inhabitants,  in  the  year  1771,  were 
known  to  be  fbme what  more  than  fixteen  hundred ;  in  1 777 
they  had  decreafed  to  thirteen  hundred  j  and  at  this  time  they 
are  fuppoied  not  to  exceed  one  thouiand,  of  which  about  two/ 

thirds 
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BOOK    thirds  are  men  able  to  bear  arms,  and  incorporated  into  five 
IIL         regiments  of  militia,  including  a  company  of  free  blacks  or 
jnulattoes,  attached  to  each.     There  are  likewife  about  500 
regular  troops  from  Great  Britain,  which  are  fupported  on  the 
Britifh  eftabli(hment  (d). 

The  negro  flaves  have  alfo  decreafed..  By  the  laft  returns 
preceding  the  capture  of  the  ifland  in  1779^  they  were  ftated 
at  35,000,  of  which  5000  were  in  Cariacou,  and  the  fmaller 
iflands.  In  1785  they  amounted  to  no  more  than  23,926  in  the 
%hole.  The  decreafe  was  owing  partly  to  the  want  of  any  re- 
gular fupply  during  the  French  government^  and  partly  to  the 
numbers  carried,  from  the  iiland  by  the  French  inhabitants^ 
both  before  and  after  the  peace.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that 
of  the  African  cargoes  fold  at  GreYiada,  fome  part  (perhaps  a 
fourth  or  fifth)  are  exported  to  the  neighbouring  French  and 
Spanifh  colonies. 

The  free  people  of  colour  amounted  in  1 787,  to  i ,  1 1 5.  To 
prevent  the  too  great  increafe  of  this  mixed  racej  every  manu- 
miflion  is,  by  an  a£t  of  this  ifland,  charged  with  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds  currency,  payable  into  the  public  trea- 
fury*  But  this  law  has  neither  operated  as  a  productive 
fund«  nor  as  a  prohibition ;  for  it  is  ufually  evaded  by  execute 

{d)  Befides  the  regular  troops  which  arc  font  from  Great  Britain  for  the  protec* 
tion  of  Grenada,  there  are  in  its  garrifon  three  companies  of  king's  negroes,  which 
came  from  America,  where  they  fervcd  in  three  capacities,  as  pioneers,  artificers 
and  light  dragoons.  In  Grenada  they  form  a  company  of  each,  and  are  com* 
mandcd  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  regulars,  having  captain's  rank.  ^ 

ing 
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ing  and  recording  afts  of  manumiifion  in  feme  other  ifland  or 
government  where  there  is  no  fuch  law.  The  evidence  of  all 
free  coloured  people,  whether  born  free  or  manunaitted,  is  re- 
ceived in  the  courts  of  this  ifland,  on  their  producing  fufficient 
proof  of  their  freedom;  and  fuch  free  people  are  tried  on  criminal 
charges  in  the  fame  manner  as  whites,  without  diftindtion  of 
colour.  They  are  alio  allowed  to  poilefs  and  enjoy  lands  and 
tenements  to  any  anK>unt,  provided  they  are  native  born  fubjedts 
or  capitulants,  and  not  aliens,. 

Thb  governor,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  chancellor,  ordinary^ 

and  vice  admiral,  and  preiides  folely  in  the  courts  of  chancery 

and  ordinary,  as  in  Jamaica.     His  falary  is  £.  3,200  currency 

per  annum  (e)^  which  is  raiied  by  a  poll  tax  on  all  flaves;  and  it 

is  the  practice  in  Grenada  to  pais  a  falary  bill  on  the  arrival  of 

every  new  governor,  to  continue  during  his  government.     In 

all  cafes  of  abfence  beyond  twelve  months,  the  falary  ceafes  and 

determines. 

« 

The  council  of  Grenada  confifls  of  twelve  members,  and 
the  alTembly  of  twenty-fix.  The  powers,  privileges  and  func- 
tions of  both  thefe  branches  of  the  legiflature,  arc  the  fame,  and 
exercifed  prccifely  in  the  fame  manner,  as  thofe  of  the  council 
and  affembly  in  Jamaica.  A  freehold,  or  life  eflate,  of  fifty 
acres,  is  a  qualification  to  fit  as  reprefentative  for  the  parifhes, 
and  a  freehold,  or  life  eflate,  in  fifty  pounds  houfe  rent  in  St. 
George,  qualifies  a  reprefentative  for  the  town.     An  eilate  of 

(e)  The  currency  of  Grenada,  or  rate  of  exchange,  is  commonly  65  ptr  ctnu 
worfe  than  fierUng. 

Vol.  I.  3D  ten 
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BOOK    teJ^  acres  in  fee,  or  for  life,  or  a  rent  of  ten  pounds  in  any  of  the 
III.        out  towns,  gives  a  vote  for  the  reprefentatives  of  each  parifh 
refped:ively ;  and  a  rent  of  twenty  pounds  per  annum  iiTuing  out 
of  any  freehold  or  life  eftate  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  gives  a 
vote  for  a  reprefentative  for  the  town* 

The  law  courts  in  Grenada,  beiides  thofe  of  chancery  and 
ordinary,  are,  firft,  the  court  of  grand  (eflions  of  the  peace, 
held  twice  a  year,  viz.  in  March  and  September.  In  this  court 
the  iiri):  perfon  named  in  the  commiilion  of  the  peace  prefides, 
who  is  ufually  the  prelldent  or  fenior  in  council. 

2dly,  The  court  of  common  pleas.  This  court  coniifts  of 
one  chief  and  four  afliftant  juftices,  whofe  commiflions  are 
during  pleafure.  The  chief  jultice  is  ufually  appointed  in  Eng- 
land, a  profeffional  man,  and  receives  a  falary  of  £.6Qoper 
annum.  The  four  aHiftant  juftices  are  ufually  appointed  by  the 
governor  from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  iiland^  and  a£t 
without  £ilary. 

3dly,  The  court  of  exchequer.  The  barons  in  this  court 
are  commiflloned  in  like  manner  as  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas.     But  this  court  is  lately  grown  into  difufe* 

4thly,  The  court  of  admiralty,  for  trial  of  all  prize  caufes  of 
capture  from  enemies  in  war,  and  of  revenue  feizures  in  peace 
or  war.    There  is  one  judge  of  admiralty  and  one  furrogate. 

Lastly,  The  governor  and  council  compofc  a  court  of 
error,  as  in  Jamaica,  for  trying  all  appeals  of  error  from  the 
court  of  common  pleas. 

3  Although 
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Although  there  is  no  law  of  Grenada  declaring  an  adop-  CHAP, 
tion  of  the  laws  of  England^  yet  it  has  been  always  the  practice 
of  the  courts,  to  confider  both  the  common  and  ftatute  law  of 
England  to  extend  to  Grenada  in  all  applicable  cafes,  not 
otherwife  provided  for  by  particular  laws  of  the  ifland.  So  in 
like  manner  the  praftice  of  the  courts  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  and 
authentic  reports  of  adjudged  cafes  there,  are  reforted  to, 
when  precedents  and  authorities  are  wanting  in  the  ifland.  In 
the  cafe  of  its  Jlave  lanvs^  it  may  be  faid  with  truth  and  juftice, 
that  the  aflembly  of  this  ifland  have  ihcwn  a  libefali^  of  fenti- 
ment  which  refledts  the  higheft  honour  on  their  charafters, 
both  as  legiflators  ^nd  chriilians. 

I  HAVE  now  furnifhed  the  reader  with  all  the  information  I 
have  collected  concerning  the  paft  hiftory  and  prefent  ftate  of 
the  ifland  of  Grenada,  and  if  it  (hall  be  thought  deficient  or 
uninflrudtive,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  want  of  materials,  but  in 
the  workman.  Something  however  remains  to  be  obferved 
concerning  fuch  of  the  Grenadines  as  are  dependant  on  the 
Grenada  government,  the  chief  of  which  are  Cariacou  and  Ifle 
Ronde.  The  former  contains  6913  acres  of  land,  and  in 
general  it  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated;  producing  in  feafbnable 
years  a  million  of  pounds  of  cotton  for  exportation,  befides 
corn,  yams,  potatoes  and  plantains  fufHcient  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  negroes.  The  cultivation  of  fugar  has  been  found 
lefs  fuccefsful  in  this  ifland  than  cotton,  though  it  flill  con- 
tinues to  be  made  on  two  plantations.     Ifle  Ronde  contains 

3  D  2  about 
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BOOK    about  500  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  arc  wholly  applied 
1^^  J  *^  pafturagc,  and  the  cultivation  of  cotton.     It  is  fituated  about 
midway  between  Cariacou  and  the  north  end  of  Grenada^ 
about  four  leagues  from  each, 

I  CLOSE  my  account  of  this  colony,  as  of  Barbadoes,  with 
an  authentic  return  by  the  Infpedtor  General  of  Great  Britain, 
of  the  exports  from  Grenada  and  its  dependencies,  for  the  year 
1787;  containing  alfo  an  eftimate  of  the  adtual  value  of  the 
feveral  articles  at  the  Britiflj  market : 


An 
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CHAP.    III. 


St.  VINCENT  and  its  Dependencies, 


A  K  0 


DOMINICA 


fSBSSSSeSSB     }  '■   ■■     ■     W   \    I  I'    ■! 


TH  E  civil  hiftory  of  thcfe  Iflands  may  be  compr ifed  within 
a  narrow  compafs;  for  the  fovcreignty  ofthcm  having  been 
long  an  obje<5t  of  difpute  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  the  rightful  pofleflbrs,  the  Charaibes,  derived  that  fecurity 
from  the  reciprocal  envy  and  avarice  of  the  contending  parties, 
which  they  might  have  expefted  in  vain  from  their  juftice  and  hu- 
manity. As  both  St.  Vincent  and  Dominica  were  included,  with 
many  other  Iflands,  in  the  Earl  of  Carliile's  patent,  it  is  not  won- 
derful that  attempts  were  made,  at  different  times,  to  bring  them 
under  the  English  dominion.  Thefe  attempts  the  French  con- 
ftantly  oppofed,  with  defign,  it  was  urged,,  fecretly  and  furrep- 
titioufly  to  occupy  the  Iflands  themfelvcs  j  and  their  conduft  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  Charaibes  on  other  occafions  feems  to  juftify  the  fug-   BOOK 
geliion.  U^* 

But,  whatever  might  have  been  their  motives,  they  exerted 
themfelves  with  fuch  effeft,  that  the  Englifli  were  compelled 
to  relinquifh  all  hopes  of  obtaining  thefe  Iflands  by  force  ;— 
for  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  (1748)  St.  Vincent,  Do- 
minica, St.  Lucia  and  Tobago,  were  declared  neutral,  and  the 
ancient  proprietors  (fuch  as  remained  of  them)  were  at  length 
left  in  unmoleded  pofTeffion. 

The  difputes  and  hoftilities  which  thefe  attempts  of  the 
Englifh  on  the  one  hand,  and  refinance  of  the  French  on  the 
other,  gave  rife  to,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  are  no  longer  in- 
terefting,  and  therefore  need  not  be  brought  again  to  remem- 
brance. The  injuftice  and  depravity  of  mankind  are  at  all 
times  fubjeds  of  unpleafing  fpeculation;  but  the  fubfequent 
conduft  of  both  nations,  refpefting  the  Iflands  which  they  had 
declared  neutral,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  overlooked,  even  if 
hiftorical  precifion  did  not,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  does,  re- 
quire me  to  relate  the  circumftances  attending  it* 

The  treaty  of  neutrality  was  no  fooner  concluded,  than  botfo 
Englifh  and  French  appeared  diflatisfied  with  the  arrangement 
which  they  had  made.  The  latter  feem  not  to  have  confider- 
ed  until  it  was  too  late,  that  by  reilri(fting  the  Englifh  from 
the  occupancy  of  thofe  countries,  on  the  ground  of  right  in  a 
tliird  party,  they  precluded  themfelves  at  the  fame  time.  The 
EngUih,  on  the  other  hand,  difcovered  that  by.accedyig  to  the 

conipromife,. 
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BOOK  compromife,  they  had  given  up  St.  Lucia,  an  Ifland  worth  all 
^^^  ,  the  reft,  and  to  which  it  muft  be  owned  we  had  fome  colour- 
able pretenfions,  founded  on  a  treaty  entered  into  with  the 
Charaihbean  inhabitants  in  1 664,  fix  hundred  of  whom  attend- 
ed an  armament  that  was  lent  thither  by  Lord  Willoughby, 
and  adiially  put  the  Engliih  publicly  and  formally  into  pof- 
feilion. 

Both  nations  being  thus  alike  diffatisfied  with  an  arrange- 
ment which  left  nothing  to  either,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  on 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  which  broke  out  a  few  years  after- 
wards, a  very  different  ftipulation  took  place.  The  French  no 
longer  pleaded  fcruples  on  behalf  of  the  Charaibes,  but  very 
cordially  concurred  with  the  Englifh  in  dividing  the  fpoil.  By 
the  9th  article  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  figned  the  loth  of  Febraary, 
1763,  the  three  Iflands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago, 
were  affigned  to  Great  Britain ;  and  St,  Lucia  to  France,  in  full 
and  perpetual  fovereignty ;  the  Charaibes  not  being  once  men* 
tioned  in  the  whole  tranfadion,,  as  if  no  fuch  people  exifted. 

They  were  in  truth  reduced  to  a  miferable  remnant.— Of  the 
ancient,  or,  as  they  were  called  by  the  Englifti,  Tellow  Cha- 
raibes, not  more  than  a  hundred  families  furvived  in  1 763,  and  of 
all  their  ancient  extenfive  pofieftions,  thefe  poor  people  retain- 
ed only  a  mountainous  diftrift  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent.  Of 
this  Ifland  and  its  dependencies  I  fliall  now  treaty  referving 
Dominica  for  a  feparate  fe£tion« 

31         '  Section 


^ 


WESTINDIEl  191 


Section    I.  chap. 

m. 

ST,    VINCENT,    &c. 


"^  THE  Spaniards  (%s  Do^fcor  Campbell)  beftowed  th^ 
^  name  of  St.  VinoeDt  upon  thk  Iflftodj  becaufe  they  difcover-' 
^  ed  it  upon  the  zzd  of  Januar7>  which,  in  their  calendar  is  St. 
^^  VinCttM's  day,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  ever^ 
properly  fpeaking^  iii  poiTeiiGfi  (^  it ;  the  Indians  being  veiy 
niiimerous  here^on  accountof  its  being  the  raidezvous  of  their 
expeditions  to  the  continent/'  Unfortunately,  however,  nei-- 
dier  their  numbers,  Aor  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  country^ 
exempted  them  from  hoftility.  What  avarice  had  in  vain  at- 
temptedt  apcident  accomplifhed^  by  procuring  an  eftabliihment 
among  riiem  for  a  race  of  people,  whom,  though  at  firft  beheld 
by  the  native  Charaibes  with  contempt  or  pi^,  they  have  fince 
found  fonnidable  rivals  and  mercikfs  conquerors.  Thefe  peo^ 
pie  have  been  long  diftinguifhed,  ho^pvever  improperly,  by  thp 
name  of  the  B/aci  Charaibes. 

Of  the  origin  of  thefe  intruders,  and  their  ancient  connexion 

Witii  die  native  Charaibes,  de  beft  account  that  I  have  been 

Vol.  I,  3  E  able 
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able  to.  find  is  in  a  fmall  treatife  of  the  author  above  quoted^ 
(Dxxftor  Campbell)  entitled  "  Candid  and  impartial  confidera- 
tions  on  the  nature  of  the  Sugar-trade,"  which  being  equally^ 
authentic  and  curious,  I  (hall  prefcnt  to  my  readers  entire ;  and 
with  the  lefs  fcruple,  becaufe  it  confifls  chiefly  of  an  officiaL 
pa^  which  cannot  be  abridged  without  injury. 

•*  In  1672,  King  Charles  thought  £t  tcudivide  thefe  gorem»- 
ments,   and  by  a  new  commiflion  appointed  Lord  Willoughby 
Governor  of  Barbadoes,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica ; 
Sir  William  Stapleton  being  appointed  Governor  of  the  other 
Leeward  Ides,  and  this  feparation  has  fuhfifted  ever  fince,  the 
feme  Iflands  being  conftaritly  iniierted  in  every  new  G^ovcpior'^ 
patent.     On  the  demife  of  Lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Jonathan 
Atkins  was  appointed  Governor  of  Barbadoes^  and  the  reft  of 
thefe  Iflands,  and  fo  continued  till  1680,  when  he  was  fuc^^ 
ceeded   by  Sir  Richard  Dutton,  who  being  ient  ifor  to  £ng^ 
land  in  1685,  appointed  Colonel  Edwin  Stede  Lieutenant  Go*^ 
vernor,  who  vigoroufly  aiTerted  our  rights  by  appointing  Deputy 
Governors  for  the  other  Iflands ;  and  particularly  fent  Captain 
Temple  hither  to  prevent  the  French  from  wooding  And'. waters 
ing  without  our  permiflion,  to  which  they  had  beea  encouraged 
by  the  inattention  of  the  foriher  Governors ;..periifting.fl:eadil^ 
in  this  conduit,  till  it  was  fignified  to  him».  as  we  have  had.oc.- 
cafion  to  remark  before,  that  the  King  had  figned  an  ad;  of. 
neutrality,  and  that  commiflioners  were  appointed  by. the  twoj 
courts,  to  fettle  all  dififerences  relative  to  thefe  Iflands/' 


<« 


Some  years  after,  a  Ihip  &om  Guinea> .  with  a  large  cargp 
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of  flaves,  was  cither  wrecked  or  run  on  fhore  upon  the  Ifl'4nd  of  CHAP, 

•  TIT 

St.  Vincent,  into  the  woods  and  mountains  of  which  great 
numbers  of  the  negroes  efcaped.     Here,  whether  willingly  or 
unwillingly  is  a  little  uncertain,  the  Indians  fufFered  them  to 
remain,  and  partly  by  the  acceffion  of  runaway  flaves  from  Bar- 
badoes,  partly  by  the  children  they  had  by  the  Indian  women^ 
they  became  very  numerous ;  (o  that  about  the  beginning  of 
the  current  century  they  conftrained  the  Indians  to  retire  into 
the  north- weft  part  of  the  Ifland.     Thefe  people,  as  may  be 
reafonably  fuppofed,  were  much  diiTatisfied  with  this  treatment; 
and  complained  of  it  occafionally  both  to  the  Englifli  and  to  the 
French,  that  came  to  wood  and  water  amongft  them.     The 
latter  at  length  fufFered  themfclvcs  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  at- 
tack thefe  invaders,  in  the  caufe  of  their  old  allies ;  and  from  a 
perfuaiion  that  they  fhould  find  more  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
thefe  negroes,  in  cafe  they  were  fufFered  to  ftrengthen  them- 
felvcs,  than  with  the  Indians.    After  much  deliberation,  in  the 
year  1719,  they  came  with  a  confiderable  force  from  Martinico^ 
and  landing  without  much  oppofition,  began  to  burn  the  Negra 
huts  and  deftroy  their  plantations,  fuppofing  that  the  Indians 
would  have  attacked  them  in  the  mountains,  which  if  they  had 
done,  the  blacks  had  probably  been  extirpated,  or  forced  to  fub- 
n[iit  and  become  flaves.     But  either  from  fear  or  policy,  the 
Indians  did  nothing,  and  the  Negroes  fallying  in  the  ni^ht,  and 
retreating  to  inacceffiblc  places  in  the  day,  defl:royed  fo  many  of 
the  French  (amongft  whom  was  Mr,  Paulian,  major  of  Marr 
tinique,  who  commanded  them,)  that  they  were-  forced  to  re«p 
tire.     When  by  this  experiment  they  were  convinced   that 
force  would  not  do,  they  had  recourfe  to  fair  means,  and  bjr 

3  E  2  dint 
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BOOK    dint  ^  perfiiaEons  and  prefent$>  patched  up  a  pesace  with  the- 
?^^i ,.  ^  Negroes  as^  well  as  the  Indians^  from  which  thqr  received  great 
advantage/^ 

•*  Things  were  in  this  fitaatlon  when  Captain  Uring  came 
with  a  confiderabie  armament  to  take  poffeffion  of  St*.  Lucia, 
and  this  Ifland,  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from  our  hte  fovereign  King: 
George  L  to  the  late  Duke  of  Montague.  When  the  French: 
had  diilodged  this  gentleman,  by  a  fuperior  force  front  Su 
Lucia,  he  fent  Captain  Braithwaite  to  try  what  could  be  done 
at  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,,  in  which  he  was  not  at  all  more  fuc*» 
cefsful,  as  will  beft  appear  from  that  gentleman's  report  to  Mr. 
Uring>  which,,  as  it  contains  fe veral  curious  circumilances  rda* 
tive  to  the  country,  and  to  the  two  independent  nations  who^ 
then  inhabited  it,  belongs  properly  to  this  fubjedt^  ind  cannot  but 
prove  entertaining  to  the  reader.  The  paper  ia  without  date^ 
but  it  appears  from  Mr.  Uring's  memoirs  that  this  traniac*^ 
tion  happened  in  the  ipring  of  the  year  1723.'" 

'*THE     REPORT." 

**  In  purfuance  of  a  refolution  in  coimciU  and'your  ordfer  for 
'*  fo  doing,  the  day  you  i&iled  with  hi&  Grace's  colony  for  An- 
**  tego,  I  failed  with,  the  Griffin  floop,  in  company  with  his 
**  Majefty's  fhip  the  Winchelfea,  to  St.  Vincents  We  made 
the  Ifland  that  night,  and  next  morning  run  along,  fliore,.  and 
faw  feveral  Indian  huts,,  but  as  yet  no  Indians  came  off  to  us, 
*'  nor  could  we  get  afliore  to  thein^  by  reafbn  there  was  no 
^'  ground  to  anchor  in.     Towards  the  evening^  two  Indiana 

§  -  « came 
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^  came  on  boards  and  told  us,  we  might  anchor  In  a  bay  to 
*♦  leeward,  and  when  we  were  at  anchor  they  would  bring 
^  their  general  on  board.     Here  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  deep 
**  water,  and  very  dangerous  for  the  Hoop.     One,  whom  they 
•*  call  General,  came  on  board,  with  feveral others,  to  the  num- 
^*  her  of  twenty-two.     I  entertained  them  very  handfomely» 
^  and  made  the  chief  fbme  trifling  prefents,  but  found  he  was 
♦*  a  perfcn  of  no  confeq^uence,  and  that  they  called  him  Chief  to 
**  get  fome  prefent  from  me.     Here  two  of  the  Indians  were  fo 
•*  drunks  they  would  not  go  a(hore,  but  ftaid  on  board  fome: 
**  days,  and  were  well  entertained.     After  this,  little  winds  and- 
"  great  currents  drove  us  off  for  feveral  days  ;  but  at  laft,.  we 
^  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  fpacious  bay,   to  leeward  of  all  the 
^  Ifland,  the  draught  of  which  I  ordered  to  be  taken  by  .our 
**  fiirveyor,  for  your  better  underftanding  the  place,  being  the 
•*  only  one  where  a  fettlcment  could  be  made-    The  fhip  andL 
^  floop  were  fcarce  come  to  anchor,  before  the  flxand  of  the: 
^  fhore  was  covered  with  Ijidians>  and  among  them  we  couldi 
«  difcover  a  white,,  vrfio  proved  to  be  a  Frenchman.     I  took. 
^  Captain  Watfon  in  the  boat  with  me,,  with   a  Frenchman,, 
«'  and  immediately  went  afhorc    As  ibon  as  I  came  amongA 
^  thenv  I  afked  them,,  why  they  appeared  all  armed  I  For  every 
•*  man  had  cutlafTes^  fome  had  muiquets,,  piftols,  bows  and: 
•*  arrows>  &c.     They  with  very  little  ceremony  inclofed  me,. 
♦*  and  carried   me  up  the  country  about  a  mile,  over  a  little 
"  rivulet,,  where  I  was  told  I  was  to  fee  their  general*.    I  found. 
^  him  fitting  amidfl  a  guard  of  about  a  hundred.  Indians,,  thofe. 

neareft  his  perfon  had  mufquets,  the  reft  bows  and  arrows,. 

and  great  filence..    He  ordered  me  a.  feat,,  and  a  Frenchman. 

«  flood 
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BOOK    "  ftood  at  his  right  hand,  for  an  interpreter:  he  demanded  of 

•'*  me,  what  brought  me  into  his  country,  and  of  what  nation  ? 
"  I  told  him  Englifli,  and  I  was  put  in  to  wood  and  water,  as 
"  not  caring  to  fay  any  thing  elfe  before  the  Frenchman ;  but 
"  told  him  if  he  would  be  pleafed  to  come  on  board  our  (hips, 
"  I  would  leave  Engliflimen  in  hoftage  for  him  and  thofe  he 
"  fliould  be  pleafed  to  bring  with  him ;  but  I  could  not  prevail 
*^  with  him  either  to  come  on  board,  or  fuffer  me  to  have  wood 
"  and  water.  He  faid  he  was  informed  we  were  come  to  force  a 
"  fettlement,  and  we  had  no  other  way  to  remove  that  jealoufy 
*'  but  to  get  under  fail.  As  foon  as  I  found  what  influence 
*'  the  Frenchman's  company  had  upon  them,  I  took  my  leave, 
^*  after  making  fuch  replies  as  I  thought  proper,  and  returned 
•*  to  my  boat  under  a  guard.  When  I  came  to  the  fhore  I 
*'  found  the  guard  there  were  increafed  by  a  number  of 
'**  Negroes,  all  armed  with  fufees.  I  got  in  my  boat,  without 
^*  any  injury,  and  went  on  board  to  Captain  Orme,  and  told  him 
*'  my  ill  fuccefa. 

'*'  Immediately  after,  I  ferft  on  fliore  the  fliip's  boat  with 

*^  a  mate,  with  rum,  beef  andhread,  &c.  with  fome  cutlafles, 

*'-and  ordered  a  Frenchman  who  went  with  the  mate,  to  defire 

the  guard  to  condudt  them  to  their  general,  and  to  tell  him, 

that  though  he  denied  me  the  common  good  of  water  and  a 

**  little  ufelefs  wood,  neverthelefs  I  had  fent  him  fuch  refrefti- 

•**  ments  as  our  fhips  afforded.     Our  people  found  the  French- 

'**  man  gone,  and  that  then  the  Indian  general  leemed  pleafed, 

^*  and-  received  what  was  fent  him,  and  in  return  fcnt  me  bows 

■^*  .and  arrows." 

^'  Our 
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•*  Our  people  had  not  been  long  returned  before  their  general  CHAP, 
fent  a  canoe,  with:  tvfro  chief  Indians,  who  fpoke  very  good- 
French,  to  thank  me  for  my  prefents,  and  to  afk  pardon  for 
his  refufing  me  wood  and  water,  and  aflured  me  I  might 
have  whatlpleafed;.  and.they  had  orders  to  tell  me,,  if  I. 
pleafed  to  go  afhore  again,  they  were  to  remain  hoftages  foF- 
my  civil  treatment.     I  fent  them  on  board  the  man  of  war, 
and  with  Captain  Watfon  went  on  ihore,     I  was  well  receive 
*'  ed,  and  condu died  as*  before.     But  now  L  found  the  brother 
**  of  the  chief  of  the. Negroes  was  arrived,  with  five  hundred 
Negroes,, moft  armed  with  fuzees.     They  told  my  interpre-- 
ter  they  were  aiTured  we  were  come  to  force  a  fettlement,  or. 
elfe  they  would  not  have  denied  me.  what  they  never  before 
denied  any  Engliihy  viz.  wood. and  water:  But,  if  I. pleafed,  1. 
might  take  in  what  I  wanted  under  a  guard.     Finding  them 
in  fo  good  a  humour,  I  once  more  introduced  the  delire  I  had 
to  entertain  them  on  board  our  fhips,  and  with  fome  difficuU 
•*  ty  prevailed  with-them,  .by  leaving  Captain  Watfon  on  (hore 
^^  under  their  guard  as  a.hoftage.     I  carried  them  oa  board 
the  King's  fhip.,  .where  they  were  well  entertained  by  Captain 
Ormcy.who  gave  the  Indian. General  a  fine  fuzee.of  his  own^. 
"  and  to  the  Chief  of  the  Negroes  fomething  that. pleafed  liim* 
Captain.  Orme.  affured  him  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  King  of 
England,  &c..    The  Negro  Chief  fpoke.  excellent  French^, 
and  gaye.anfwers  with  the  French  compliments;     After* 
wards  I  carried  them  on  board  the  .Duke's  floop,  and  after 
^  opening  their  hearts  with  wine, .  for  they  fcomed  to  drink : 
rum,  I  thought  it  a  good  time  to -tell  them  my  commiffion^ , 
and  what  brought  me  on  theic  cos^.     They  told  me  it  was  ^ 

2^  "  *  WcUa 
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BOOK  ^*  well  I  !bad  not  mentioned  k  a(hore,  for  their  power  cottld 
ni.    ^    ^*  not  have  proteSed  me ;  that  it  was  impc^ble  j  the  I>utch 
"  had  before  attempted  it,  but  were  glad  to  retire.     They  like- 
wife  told  me,  two  French  floop«  had,  the  day  before  we  came, 
been  amongn:  them,  gav«  them  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
^^  affured  them  of  the  whole  force  of  Martinico  for  their  pro- 
^'  ted:ion  againft  us.     They  told  them  alfo,  that  they  had  drove 
*'  us  from  St*  Lucia,  and  that  now  we  were  come  to  endeavour 
^*  to  force   a  fcttlement  there;  and,  notwithftatiding  all  our 
^  precious  pretences,  when  we  had  power,  we  fhould  enflave 
*•  them  5  hut  declared  they  would  truft  no  Europeans^  that  they 
owned  themfelve«  under  the  profcdlion  of  the  French,  but 
would  as  foon  oppofe  their  fettling  amongft  them,  or  any  ad: 
**  of  force  from  them,  as  us,  as  they  had  lately  given  an  exsm* 
pie,  by  killing  feveral ;  and  they  further  told   cbe,  it  was 
by  very  large  prefcnts  the  French  ever  got  ki  their  favour 
again ;  but  they  rcfolved  never  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
^  European  to  hurt  them.      They  advi(ed  me  Co  think  what 
they  faid  wa«  an  a£t  of  friendfliip.     This  being  all  I  could 
get  from  them,  I  difmifled  them  with  fuch  preients  as  his 
'^^  Grace  ordered  for  that  fcrvice,  with  a  difchai^  of  cannoxt, 
and  received  in  return  as  regular  vollies  of  fmall  ihot  as  I 
ever  heard.     In  the  night  the  Winchelfea  drove  from  her 
anchors,  which  as  foon  as  I  perceived^  and  had  received 
Captain  Watfon  from  the  fhore,  I  got  under  fail^  ^^^  Aoed 
^  to  the  man  of  war." 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  a  very  wedc  and  fruitlefs  attempt 
v4iich  was  mad?,  und^p:  the  authority  of  the  Britiih  Govern- 
ment, 
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ment,  to  obtain  J^ofleffion  of  this  Ifland  in'the^ir  1723  :"ah  C  H  A  F« 
'interval  of  fortyyears  fucceeds,  in  which  I  find  no  ociurrence  ifi  *^* 

'its  hiftory  that  defer ves  recital.  The  country  became  a  theatre 
of  favage  hoftilities  between  the  Negroes  and  thfe  Charaibcs,  in 
which  it  isi  believed  that  the  former  were  generally  vidrorious;  it 
'is  certain  that  they  proved  fo  in  the  end,  their  numbers;  in  1763; 
being'  computed  at  two  thoufand ;  whereas  of  the  yellow  or 
native  Charaibes,  there  were  not  left  (as  hath  already  been  ob-^ 
fefved)  fnofe  than  one  hundred  families,  and  moft  of  thefe,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  are  by  this  time  exterminated.  It  is  how- 
ever worthy  of  remark,  that  the  African  intruders  have  adopted 
moft  of  the  Charaibean  manners  and  cuftoms^ ;  among  the  reft; 
the  ^pradtice  of  flattening  the  foreheads  of  their  infants,  ais,  dc- 
ftribed  in  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  and  perhaps  it  was  chiefly 
from  this  circumftance  that  they  acquired  the  jlppellation  of  the 
black  Charaibes. 


The  firft  meafute  of  the  Englifh  government  in  refpeA 
to  this  Ifland,  after  the  peace  of  Paris,  was  to  difpofe  of  the 
lands — I  dare  not  iky  to  the  beft  advantage ;  for  no  lefs  than 
24,000  acres,  being  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole 
country,  were  gratuitoufly  afligned  over  to  two  individuals/^^y, 

m 

The  remainder  was  ordered  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public^  and  20*538  acres  were  accordingly  difpofed  of  by  auc- 
tion f6r  the  fum  of  ^.i 62,854.  1 1^.  jd.  fterling^^^.     As  nearly 

one 

•  (a)  Mr.  Swinburne  bad  twenty  thoufand  acreS)  an4  General  Monckton  fQur 
thoufiuid. 

(h)  The  Lords  of  the  Treafury  fixed  a  minimum,  below  which  no  land  coutd 
be  fold,  which  was  ^•sfterling  per  acre  for  every  acre  of  cleared  land,  and  twenty 
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BOOK  mic  half  fhd  country  was  judged  unfit  ix  any  profitable  cul^^ 
I^  tivatjk>n,  that  thcia  grants  and  iales  coaiprchended  all  the 
lands,  of  any  kind  of  value^  from  one  end  of  the  liland  to  the 
other.  The  commiflioners  indeed  were  direded  not  to  fiirvcy 
or  difpof^^  of  any  of  the  lands  inhabited  or  claimed  by  the  Cha* 
raibes^  until  they  (hould  receive  further  inflrudions  from  the 
Cf own  ;  but  as  it  was  impoilible  to  afcertain  how  £ir  the  claimt 
of  theie  people  extended>  the  furvey  alone  was  poftponed^  and 
the  iales  were  fufl^ered  to  proceed^  to  the  amount  that  I  have 
nMOtioned ;  no  doubt  bebg  entertained  by  the  ieveral  purcha* 
icKp  ibat  the  British  Government  would  ratify  the  aiSks  of  it$ 
coouoiflionerSy  and  put  them  into  pofleffion  of  the  lands  which 
they  had  bought^  without  any  regaid  to  the  claims  of  the  Cbz^ 
jaibcB  of  either  race ;  which  in  truth  were  coofidcred  as  of  no 
coniequence  or  validity* 

By  what  arts  of  perfuafion  the  Britifh  government  was  in- 
duced to  give  its  ianAion  and  fupport  to  the  meafures  wbicb 
foUowed^  it  is  now  ufek^  to  enquire  $  but  poAehty  will  kara 
with  indignatbn,  that  the  faloa  and  allotments  I  have  mm^ 

fliillings  for  every  acre  in  wood,  and  the  principal  conditions  of  fak  were  the(e^ 
^  that  every  purchafer  fhould  pay  down  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  vehole  purchafe  mo- 
ney,  together  with  (Tx  pence  fterling  per  acre,  for  the  expence  of  Airveymg  the  land^ 
and  that  the  jenuioder  of  the  purchafe  money  (hMsM  he  fecured  I^  bonda  i  to  be 
paid  by  ci^oal  inft^ments  in  the  fpace  of  five  years  next  after  the  date  of  thegram» 
That  each  purchafcr  fhould  keep  on  the  lands  fo  by  him  purchafed,  one  white^ 
man,  or  two  white  women,  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  k  became  cleared^ 
lor  the  purpofe  of  cukivattng  the  fame  ^  or  in  defeult  thereof^  or  non-payment  of 
the  remainder  of  the  purchafe  money,  the  lands  were  to  be  forfeited  to  the  €rown«*^ 
Sone  of  the  iandsfold  txtrtvi^taiidy  high^  jUiAr  aafi^typcmada-fterling  per  acre. 

4  tioned^ 
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tjonedy  gtve  rife  to  a  \^ar  with  the  Charaibes,  in  the  courfe  C  fi  A  P. 
of  wbich^  it  became  the  avowed  intention  of  government  to  m* 
exterminate  thoie  miferable  people  altogether,  or,  hj  conveying 
theoi  to  a  barren  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^  coniign  them 
over  to  lingering  deftrudion.  By  repeated  protefts  and  repre- 
fentations  from  the  military  officers  employed  in  this  difgraceful 
bufinefsy  and  the  dread  of  parliamentary  enquiry,  adminiftra- 
tion  at  length  thought  proper  to  defift,  and  the  Charaibes,  after 
iiirrendering  part  of  their  lands,  were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  re« 
mainder  unmoleftedg  and  they  pofleis  them^  I  believe,  to  tbk 
hour. 


C'lnii'* 


On  the  19th  df  June  tyypy  St.  Vincent^s  (bared  die  c< 
fate  of  moft  of  the  Briti(h  Weft  Indian  pofleffions,  in  that  un^ 
fortunate  war  with  America,  whkh  fwallowed  up  all  the  re- 
iburces  of  the  nation,  being  captured  by  a  fmall  body  of  troops 
from  Martimco^  confifting  df  only  four  hundred  and  fifty  cieut 
oMttmanded  by  a  Lieiitenant  in  the  French  navy.  The  Black 
Charaibes  however,  as  might  have  been  expt&td,  immediatel/ 
joined  die  enemy,  and  diere  is  no  doubt  that  the  tetror  which 
feized  die  Britifli  inhabitants,  from  an  apprehenfion  ttiat  diole 
people  would  proceed  td  the  mod  bloody  enormities,  contributed 
to  the  very  eafy  victory  which  was  obtained  by  the  invaders ;  for 
the  Ifland  furrendered  without  a  ftruggle*  The  terms  of  capt* 
tulation  were  favourable,  and  the  Ifland  was  reftored  to  the  do- 
minion  of  Great  Britain  by  the  general  pacifiicatbn  of  lyi^^ 
it  contained  at  that  time  fixty^-one  fugar  eftates,  five  hundred 
^Krres  in  cofiee,  two  hundred  acred  in  cacao,  four  hundred  ia 
#octon,  fifty  in  indigo^  and  five  htfndrtd  in  tobacco^  b«fid(M 
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B'O  OK  land  appropriated  to  tHe  railing  provifions,  fuch  as.  plantains, 

yams,  maize,  &c.  >  All  the  reft  of  the  country,  excepting  the 
few  fpots  that  had  been  cleared  from  time  to  time  by  the  cha- 
raibes,  retained  its  native- woods,  and  moftof  it,  I  believe,  con- 
tinues in  theiame  ftate  to  the  prefenthour. 

St.  Vincent's  contains  about  84,000  iacres,  which  are. 
every  where  well  watered,  but  the  country  is  very  generally 
mountainous  and  rugged;  the  intermediate  vallies,  however, 
are  fertile  in  a  high  degree,  the  foil  cohfifting  chiefly  of  a  fine 
mold,  compofed  of  iand  and  clay,  well  adapted  for  fugar.  The 
extent  of  country  at  prefent  pofleffed  by  Britifli  fubjedls  is 
23,605  acres,,  and  about  as  much  more  is  fuppofed  to  be 
held  by  the  Charaibes.  All  the  reojiamder  is  thought  to  be  in- 
capable of  cultivation  or  imiprovement. 

■ 

.  The  Ifland,  or  rather  the  Britifli  territory,  within  it,  is  di-. 
vided  intoifive  parishes,  of  which  only  one  was,  provided  with 
a  churchji  and  that  was  blown  down  in  the  hurricane  of  1780: 
ygthtthcr.  it  is  reb^iilt  I  am  npt  .informed,.  There  is  oqe  town, 
called  Kingfton,  the  capital  of  the  Ifland,  and  the  feat  of  its. 
govcarnment,  and  three  villages  that  bear  the  name  of  towns, 
but  they  are  inconliderable  hamlets,  confifting  each  of  a  f<fw^ 
houfes  only.    . 

m 

t 

,   In  .  the  frame  of  its  government  and  the  adminiftration  of 
cw^utive  juftic^,  St.  Vincent  feenas  to  differ  in  no  refpedt  from 
Grenada. — The  council,  confift  of  twelve  members,  the  aflenj*. 
Wy  of  feyeateqn.  ;  The   Gpvefnor's  falary  is  two  thoufand, 

1    .  pounds 
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pounds  fterling,  one  half  of  which  is  raifcd  within  the  Ifland>   CHAP, 
the  other  half  is  paid  him  out  of  the  Exchequer  of  Great  Bri-  ^^' 

tain. 

The  military  force  confifts  at  prefent  of  a  regiment  of  infan- 
try,  and  a  company  of  artillery,  fent  from  England;  and  a  black 
corps  raifed  in  the  country — but  provided  for,  with  the  former,, 
on  the  Britifli  eftablifhment,  and  receiving  no  additional  pay 
from  the  Ifland.  The  militia  confifts  of  two  regiments  of 
foot,  fcrving  without  pay  of  any  kind. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  appears,  by  the  laft  returns  to 
Government,  to  be  one  thouland  four  hundred  and  fifty  Whites,. 
and  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  Negroes. 

Of  the  labour  of  thefe  people  I  have  no  other  means  of 
(hewing  the  returns,  than  from  the  Infpedlor  General's  account 
of  the  exports  from  this  Ifland  for  1787,  a  table  of  which,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  other  Iflands,  is  iiibjoincd.  In  this  table, 
however,  I  conceive  is  comprehended  the  produce  of  the  fe- 
veral  Iflands  dependant  on  the  St.  Vincent  Government,  viz. 
Bequia,  containing  5,700  acres;  Union,  containing  2,150  acres; 
Canouane,  containing  1,777  acres;  and  Muftiquc,  containing 
about  1,200  acres  fcj;  the  Negroes  employed  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  thefe  Iflands  (in  number  about.  1,400)  being,  I  be- 
lieve, included  in  the  ii>8.53  before  mentioned. 

(c)  There  are  likewife  the  litde  lilots  of  Petit  Martinique,, Petit  Su  Vincent, 
Maillereau^  and  Ballefeau^each  of  which  produces  a  little  cotton. 
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Section    IL 


DOMINICA 


THE  Ifland  <^  Dominica  was  h  named  by  Chriftopher  Co-  CHAP. 
)umbiis»  from  die  etrcumiltnce  of  its  being  difcovered  by  liim  ^  ^I'* 
on  a  Sianday /^^y.  My  account  of  it  will  be  Teiy  briefs  for  its  civil 
hiftory»  like  that  of  8t.  Vincent^  is  a  mere  blank  previous  to  the 
year  1759^  when  by  conqueft  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of 
Great  Britain^  and  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  die  Britilh 
crown,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris  in  February 
1763. 

Notwithstanding  that  Dominica  had,  until  that  time, 
been  confidered  as  a  neutral  liland,  many  of  the  (ubjeAs  of 
Fcsmce  had  efiabliihed  coflfee  {Hantations,  and  other  fettlementa, 
in  various  parts  of  the  country;  and  it  refle&s  honour  on  the 
Britidi  adminiftration,  that  thefepe^le  were  &cured  in  their  pof- 
fefli.ons^  on  conditbn  of  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  Bri« 
tannic  Majefly  and  paying  a  imaU  quit-rent/f^.  The  reft  of  the 

cuksvable 

(d)  November  yi^  1493* 

(4)  The  crowa  granled  tbcm  IcaTes,  foiaHbr  feurtoeiiy  and  od»n  for  forty  years,, 
renewable  at  the  expiration  thereof,  with  conditions  in  «?cry  leafir^  *^  diat  the  pof* 
feflbr>  his  heirs  or  aiSgns,  flicHild  pay  to  his  Majefty,  bis  heirs  or  fucccflbrs^the  fim 

of 
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cultivable  lands  were  ordered  to  be  fold  on  the  fame  condi- 
tions as  thofe  of  St.  Vincent,  by  commiffioners  nominated  for 
that  purpofe,  and  no  lefs  than  96,344  acres  (comprehending 
one  half  of  the  ifland)  were  accordingly  difpofed  of  by  audlion, 
in  allotments  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  acres,  yielding  the  fum 
of  j^,  3 1 2,092.  1 1  J.  I  J.  fterling  money  fJJ. 

It  does  not  however  appear  that  the  purchales  thus  made  by 
Britifli  fubjedts  have  anfwered  the  expeftation  of  the  buyers;  for 
the  -French  inhabitants  of  Dominica  are  ftill  more  niincierous^  than 
the  E)nglifh*  and  poJOTef^  the  moft  valuable  coffee  plantations  in 
'  the  Ifland,  the  produce  of  which  .h?is.hith,efrto  been  fouadits 
moft  important  ftaple.  They  differ  but  little,  in  <  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  and  religion,  from  the  inhabitants  of  th^  other  French 
Iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  their  priefts  have  been  hitherto 
appointed  by  fuperiors  in  Martinico;  tg  the  government  of 
which  Ifland,  and  to  the  laws  of  their  own  nation,  they  consider 
themfelves  to  be  amenable. 


r   • 


.^I  AM  iorry  hiftprical  juftice'Qbliges  me.  to  chC^tvc,  that  thd 
liberal  conduct  of  the  Britifti  government  towards  theie  peo^ 

of  two  (hilling?  fterling  per  annura^fbr  every  acre  of  land,  of  which  the  leafe  Should 
confift.".  And  further,^^  thattbey  fhould  not  fell  or  difpofe  of  their  lands,  withqutth^ 
cbhfent  or  approbation  of  the  governor,  or  commander  in  chief  of  that  Ifland,  for 
the  time  being.'^  This  tndolgence  however  did  not  extend  to  more  than  three  hun- 
dred acVea  of  land  occupied  by  each  French  fubjed. 

•  * 

(f)  No  perfon  was  allowed  to  purchafe,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in  the  name 
of  others  in  truft  for  him^  more  than  three  hundred  acres,  if  in  Dominica,  or  ifive 
hundred  acres  if  in  St.  Vincent* 

pic. 
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jHc,  after  they  became  adopted  fubjeds,  did  not  meet  with  that  C  H  A  P< 
grateful  return  from  them»  which,  for  the  general  interefts  of  ,  ^^^ 
mankind^  ought  to  be  religioufly  maoifefted  on  fuch  occafions. 

At  the  comaiencenient  of  the  hopelefs  and  deftrudive  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  in  North  America,  the 
iiland  of  Dominica  was  in  a  flourishing  fituation.  The  port  of 
Rofeau  having  been  declared  a  free*port  by  a<lt  of  parliament^ 
was  reforted  to  by  trading  vefTels  from  mod  parts  of  the  foreignr 
Weft  Indies^  as  well  as  from  America.  The  French  and 
Spaniards  purchaied  great  numbers  of  Negroes  there  for  the 
fupply  of  their  iettlements,  together  with  vafi  quantities  of 
the  merchandize  and  manufa<Aures  of  Great  Britain;  payment 
for  all  which  was  made  chiefly  in  bullion^  indigo,  and  cotton^ 
and  completed  in  mules  and  cattle;  articles  of  prime  necefiity  to 
the  planter  fgj. 

Thus  the  ifland^  though  in  itfelf  certainly  not  Co  fertile  as 
ibme  others  of  lefs  extent  in  its  neighbourhood^  was  becoming 
very  rapidly  a  colony  of  confiderable  importance ;  but  unfbrtis^ 
nately  it  wanted  that  prote&ion»  which  alone  could  gire  its 
pofleflions  (lability  and  value. 

To  thoie  who  recoiled  the  frantic  rage,  with  which  all  tfaft 
ficuhies  and  means  of  Great  Britain  were  direded  towards,  and 
applied  in,  the  fubjugation  of  America^  the  utter  difregard  which 

(g)  Rofeau  is  ftill  a  frccport,  but  the  rcftriaions  and  regulations  of  the  late 
ad  arc  fo  rigid,  that  foreigners  have  no  encouragement  to  refort  to  it,  and,  finct 
Ibac  bte  feisiires^  coufidor  the  law  as  a  foare  to  invite  Ibem  t9  rmtu 
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was  manifefled  by  the  then  adminiftration  towards  the  fecuiity 
of  this  and  the  other  BritKh  iflands  ia  the  Weft  Indies,  may 
not  perhaps  be  matter  of  furprife;  but  it  will  hereafter  be 
fcarcely  believed,  that  the  whole  regular  force  allotted,  during 
the  height  of  the  war,  for  the  prote<5tion  of  Dominica,  confifted 
of  fix  officers  and  ninety-four  privates  I  This  fhameful  negled: 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  this  ifland,  from  its  local  fituation^ 
between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  is  the  heft  calculated  of  all 
the  poflefiions  of  Great-Britain  in  that  part  of  the  world,  for 
fecuring  to  her  the  dominion  of  the  Charribbean  fea.  A  few 
Ihips  of  war  flationed  at  Prince  Rupert's  Bay,  would  efiFedtually 
ftop  all  intercourfe  of  the  French  fettlements  with  each  other^ 
.  as  not  a  vefiel  can  pafs,  but  is  liable  to  capture  by  fhips  cruiz- 
ing off  that  bay^  and  to  windward  of  the  ifland.  This  indeed 
was  difcovered  when  it  was  too  late. 

It  is  probable  that  this,  and  the  other  circumftances  which 
I  have  recounted,  namely,  the  growing  profperity  of  the  colony, 
and  the  criminal  inattention  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  towards  it9 
lecurity,  had  already  attracted  the  vigilant  rapacioufiiefs  of  the 
French  government ;  but  it  is  aflerted,  that  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants within  the  colony,  who  had  formerly  been  fubjedts  of 
Frante,  fcrupled  not,  on  the  firft  intimation  of  hoftilities  having 
been  commenced  in  Europe,  in  the  year  1778,  to  invite  an  at- 
tack from  Martinico.  Proof  of  this  may  not  perhaps  eafily  be 
made,  but  it  is  certain  that  their  fubfequent  condudt  gave  too 
much  caufe  for  fuch  a  fufpicion. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  of  September,  in  that  year,  a  French 

armament^ 
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armament,  coniifting  of  a  forty-gun  £hip,  three  frigates,  and  CHAP, 
about  thirty  fail  of  armed  floops  and  fchooners,  having  on  board 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  regular  troops,  and  a  lawlefs  banditti 
of  volunteers,  about  half  that  number,  appeared  off  the  ifland, 
under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of 
Martinico,  and  general  of  the  French  Windward  Weft- Indian 
lilands.  Part  of  the  troops  having  foon  afterwards  landed 
without  oppofition,  the  enemy  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  Fort 
Cafhacrou,  the  chief  defence  of  the  ifland,  and  in  which  a  de- 
tachment of  the  regulars  was  ftationed.  This  fort  was  built  on 
a  rock,  about  three  hundred  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  fur- 
rounded  on  three  fides  by  the  fea,  and  was  confidered  fo  very 
defenfible,  that  it  was  fuppofed  a  few  hundred  men,  well  provi- 
ded, would  maintain  it  againft  as  many  thoufands.  Great  there- 
fore was  the  aflonifhment  of  the  Englifh  in  the  town  of 
Rofeau,  in  perceiving,  by  the  French  colours  flying  on  it,  that 
diis  fort  had  fiirrendered  without  refiftance ;  but,  ftrange  as  it 
may  feem,  the  cafe  appeared  afterwards  to  be,  that  fome  of  the 
French  inhabitants  had  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  fort  a  * 
few  nights  before,  and  having  intoxicated  with  liquor  the  few^ 
foldiers  that  were  there  on  duty,  had  contrived  to  fpike  up  the 
cannon. 

Havinq  thus  made  themfelves  maflers  of  Fort  Cafhacrou, 
the  enemy  landed  their  whole  force  about  noon,  and  began  their 
march  for  the  town,  which  was  defended  by  Fort  Melville,  and 
three  other  batteries ;  but  unfortunately  thcfe  batteries  were  ill 
provided,  and  worfe  manned.  The  whole  number  of  the 
oulitia  did  not  exceed  one  hundred ;  for  but  few  of  the  French 

^  _ 
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tbkftts  thought  pt oper  to  z£ksxiblc^  and  of  tboie  tliat  taode 
appearance,  many  witbdrew  them£d.TC8  again,  and  were  na 
more  jfeeii  until  after  the  ifland  haui  furrendcred^ 

Thb.  ffimll  force  however  that  was  caoUedec^  behaved  widi 
thatrpirit  and  galkntry,  which  giveroom  to  bjnentthat  fihej^wcse 
ftot  better  ibpported.  Three  times  was  ths  enemy  driven  out  06 
Fore  Loubie£e>.  o£  which  thejr  had  poifefled  themielves.  in  their 
i»asch>  and  twicer  were  the  coloun  which,  tfiej  had  hoMted 
thcreoa  fhot  zway:..  Their  eomnu&ry  geaerali^  and  uppwards- 
of  iforty  of  theii:  ibJdiersv,  were  kilfed>  and  de  Baad}^  hm^ 
&\l£  had  a.  very  t»inx)w  efcape  ^  his  fwoird  being  (hat  awa^  {cam 
hi&iCide.. 

But  gsSktiUj  waa  u^avatUng^  digf^^  iocht  fnperiorky  of 
numbers.!,  for  abouli  two  thoufand-  of  the  French  having 
^itiy-  after  gained  poflfiffion^  of  the  heights  ahore  Rofeann  thiai 
lad  circHnni&tnc^  detennined  the  &te  of  the^  i^landk  The  hraveryr 
c^  the  iBhabitanta^Lhowevco^  obtained  Ion  duenr.  veiy  honotuahb 
term^  6f  eapttulati^in.  Befidesi  being,  pemaitted:  to  ntarch  out 
with  aU  mUitary  hoMrara,. they  were; aUowed  toretaui;  Aeir 
civil  government,  and  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion^  law»,. 
cuftoms,  and  ordinances;  to  preferve  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
ticc  in.  the  fenw  peffcftSr  ia  whom  ic  was^  then  veflte*  fAJy  and 
tO'  enjoy  their  poffidSons,  of  what  natefe  ibeveiv  unmokftiedf 

(b):  It  wat'  ftipttWfcd'  thfltt  the  mflmbcrv  cfi  dicr  counoH*  Btwii  eonftitofes  ai 
ccttiituoftchajBcery^  the  pawc»  of  wfcich  wcae^wftcdioldyinthc  govcraor  befyrc 

tbeiurreiukr* 

apri* 
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t  pritrtfcige  alftr  which  wa*  tfjf jyfefHy  txtttidtd  to  ibfchi  as  well  CHAP, 
as  tcMcht  pwprfetof^.  IIL 

De  BdUtLLfe  hiving  tlw»  dCArtpfctcdhis  con^tieft,  ctepartctl 
for  Mattirtico;  hzvhtg  tfoe  Mafqjtris  I>itchJ}feaiKommander  m 
chief  of  I>omrrtica,  whofe  e6Acfti6l,  dufing  four  years  that  he 
continued  in  the  ifland,  is  feid!  to  have  been  fo  wantonfy  oppf  ef- 
five  and  tyrannical,  that  we  are  left  to  wonder  at  the  patient 
lon^-fofFeriftg  and  forbearartcfc  of  the  people  under  his  govern- 
ment, in  ftrbmitting  t!o'  it  fo3f  hartf  the  time. 

•  W?f  s  firfl  measure  wais  to  fif^m  tffce  Engliffi:  inhabrtents,-  ittd 
diftribtite  thetr  arms  imortg  the  runaway  rtogroes.  With  whom 
he  atftuaHy  ettterecf  info  an:  eAgtigement  for  t!l!ieir  afliftartce,  if 
wanttd.  He  ifticd  a  procTamation,  forbidding  the  EngK(hr  dd 
^tflcmbfe  tbgefter  more  than  twa  in  a:  pfexre,  under  the  penalty 
ef  mflitary  exiecuticMi',  ami  he^  commanded  the  Centinek  to  fhobi 
them  if  they  paficd  in  greater  numbers.  He  ordered  that  no 
lights  fliould  be  feen  in  rflcif  houfes  aftcf  nine  o'clock  at  nighty 
and  that  no  Englifti  perfon  fhould  prefume  to  walk  the  ftreets 
afref  that  hour,  wiAout  a:  candle  and  fertthbrrt.  Mr.  Robert 
How,  ^n  Engli(h  merchant,  artd  bWner  of  a'  fhip  then  in: 
the  bay,  attempting  to  go  oil  board  his  oWn  VeiJel^  after  that? 
hour,  watf  fliot  dead  in  the  attempt,  and  the  ccntiilel  who  killed 
him  was  raifed  to  a  higher  llation  in  his  regiment  for  &lving 
thus  (as  the  governor  cxprefled  it)  done  bis  duty. 

a 

So  very  apprehenfive  Was  this  gbvefnof  thit  the  Englifh  in* 

kabitants  were  fbrming  defigns  to  retake  the  ifland^  diat  ev^ery 

S  letter 
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BOOK  letter  of  theirs  was  opened  for  his  infpefkion  beibre  it  was  deli- 
vered. And,  deeming  this  meafure  infufficient  to  fiirnifli  him 
with  the  knowledge  of  their  private  traniiu^ons,  he  adopted 
the  practice  of  going  hitnfelf  in  difguife,  or  employing  others 
who  better  knew  the  Englifh  language,  in  order  to  liften  at 
their  doors  and  windows  in  the  night-time,  to  the  converiation 
which  pafTed  in  domeftic  intercourfe. 

He  repeatedly  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  the  town  of  Rofeau,  in 
cafe  the  liland  fhould  be  attacked,  and,  though  this  was  never 
attempted  by  the  Engliih  forces,  yet  that  town  was  iet  fire  to  by 
the  French  foldiers,  who,  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  did  it 
by  the  governor's  private  orders.  This  fuppofitioii  was  ftrongly 
corroborated  by  his  behaviour  on  the  night  of  that  melancholy 
event,  at  which  he  himfelf  was  prefent  the  beft  part  of  the 
time»  like  another  Nero  feemingly  diverted  with  the  fcene,  and 
would  not  allow  his  foldiers  to  affift  in.extinguifhing  the  flames, 
(fave  only  in  houfes  that  belonged  to  the  French  inhabitants)v 
but  permittted  them  to  pillage  the  fufitrers. 

« 

This  fire  happened  the  evening  of  Eafter  Sunday,  1781,  by 
which  upwards  of  five  hundred  houfes  were  confumed  in  a  few 
hours ;  and  a  vafl  quantity  of  rich  merchandize  and  cffcQ:s 
deflroyed,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  thoufand  poimds 
fterling. 

While  the  wretched  inhabitants  were  thus  groaning  under 

domeflic  defpotifin,  they  had  no  refources  from  without.    Their 

trade  was  entirely  cut  off,  infomuch,  that  during  five  years  and 

^  three 
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diree  months,  the  time  that  the  ifland  of  Dominica  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  French,  it  was  reforted  to  by  no  veffels  from 
Old  France,  nor  was  any  of  its  produce  exported  to  that  king- 
dom ;  but  part  of  it  was  fent  in  neutral  bottoms  to  the  Dutch 
liknd  of  St.  Euftatius,  before  its  capture  by  Admiral  Rodney; 
and  from  thence  it  was  exported  to  England,  under  the  moft 
extravagant  expences  and  lofs  to  the  proprietors. 

Other  parts  of  their  produce  were  fent  in  Dutch  veflcis, 
which  were  engaged  for  the  purpofe  in  England,  to  Rotterdam; 
and  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  the  Dutch,  the  pro- 
duce of  Dominica  was  fent  under  imperial  colours  to  Oftend, 
where  the  fugar  fold  from  fix  to  eight  pounds  fterling  the 
hogihead. 

These  accumulated  diilrefles  ended  in  the  abfolute  ruin  of 
many  of  the  planters,  and  we  are  afifured,  on  good  authority,  that 
no  lefs  than  thirty  fugar  plantations  were,  in  coniequence  thereof; 
thrown  up  and  abandoned  by  the  proprietors.    At  length  how- 
ever the  day  of  deliverance  arrived;    for,  in   the  month  of 
January   1783,  Dominica  was  reflored  to  the  government  of 
England.     The  joy  which,  on  this  event,  animated  the  bofbm 
and  enlightened  the  countenance  of  every  man,  whom  painful  ex« 
perience,  under  an  arbitrary  government,  had  taught  to  fet  a  right 
value  on  theBritiih  con{l:itution,may  be  conceived,  but  cannot  be 
defcribed.    The  inhabitants  were  now  reftored  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  former  privileges,  under  a  civil  eftablifhment,  fimi- 
hx  to  thofe  of  the  other  Britifh  colonies  in  the  Wefl  Indies, 
which  being  hereafter  to  be  defcribed  at  length,  it  is  unneceffary 

to 
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B  O  O  JC  to  enlarge  ppon  ia  this  plaoe»  exeopt  to  Qh&Tve,  that  the  legiila* 
^^[*  ^  five  authority  pf  chi«  iflaad  is  veftod  in  the  commander  in  chiefs 
a  council  of  twdve  g9ntlcinen»  find  an  affibmbly  of  nineteen  mem- 
bers fij.  The  ffew  obfervations  therefore  which  follow,  con*- 
cerning  its  prefsnt  (late  and  produ^ions,  will  conclude  my  ac 
cQHnt. 

Dominica  contains  186,436  acres  of  land;  and  is  divided 
into  t^n  p^rifiiQ^F  The  town  of  Kpfeau  is  at  prefent  the  capi- 
tal of  the  iilandf  and  is  fitwted  in  the  pari(h  of  St.  Qeorge, 
being  about  i^ven  loagues  from  Prince  Rupert's  hay.  It  is  on 
a  point  of  land  on  the  $•  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  which 
forms  two  haya»  viz.  Woodbridgt*s  bay  to  the  north,  and 
Charlottesville  bay  to  the  fouthward. 

Roseau  ia  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  from  Chariotte- 
viUe  to  Rofeau  river,  and,  mofUy  two  furlongs  in  breadth,  but 
)efs  in  fome  parts,  being  of  a  very  irregular  figure.  It  ccmtains 
not  more  than  five  hundred  houfoa,  ezclufive  of  the  cottages 
occupied  by  negroes.  Before  its  capture  by  the  French,  it  con* 
tained  upwards  c£  one  dioufand. 

Thu  Ifland  i$  twcfity^^nine  miles  in  length,  and  may  be 
reckoned  fixtc^n  miles  in  breadth.  It  contains  many  high  and 
rugged  mountains,  interfperiied  with  fine  vallies,  and  in  general 
they  appear  to  be  ftrtile.     Several  of  the  mountains  contain 

(i)  The  gc^tvnofH  ^ry  h  on^  ^QU^Mld  tWO.  ^ttO^ed  pounds  ikfiiog  per  nt 
wm^  ezclyfive  qf  bis  fns  of  office* 

unextinguiihed 
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unextuiguifhed   volcanoes,    which    frequently  difcharge  vaft 
quantities  of .  burning  fulphur*.    From  thefe  mountains  alfo* 
ifliic  fpringsof  hot  water,  fomc  of  which  are  fuppofed  to  pof- 
fefs  great  virtue  in  the  caib  of  tropical  diforders.     In  fome 
places  the  water  is  faid  to  be  hot  enough  to  coagulate  aa 

Dominica  is  well  .watered,  there  being  upwards  of  thirty 
fine  rivers  in  the  liland,  beiides  a  great  number  of  rivulets* 
The  foil,  in  moft  of  the  interior  country,  is  a  light  brown- 
coloured  mould,,  and  appears  to  have  been  waflied  from  the 
mountains*     Tovrards  the  fea-coail,  and  in  many  of  the  vallies,, 
it  is  a  deep,   black,,  and. rich  native  earth,  and  feems  well, 
adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  all  the  articles  of  Weft  Indian 
produce.     The  under  ftratum  is  in  fome  parts  a  yellow  or. 
brick  clay,  in  others  a  flifF  terrace,  but  it  is  in  mod  places . 
very  ftony., 

Iam  afraid,  however,  that  the  quantity  of  fertile  land  is  but: 
a  very  fmall  proportion  of  the.  whole;  there  not  being  more  than: 
fifty  fugar  plantations  at  prefent  in  cultivation,  and  it  is  com- 
puted, that  on  an  average,,  one  year  with  another,  thofe  fifty, 
plantations  do  not  produce  annually. more  than  three  thoufand 

(k)  In  the  woods  of  Dominica  are  innumerable  fwarms  of  bees,  which  hive  in  \ 
the  trees,  and  produce  great  quantities  of  wax  and  honey,  both  of  which  are 
equal  in  goodnefs  to  any  in  Europe.     It  is  precjfely  the  fame  fpecies  of  bee  as  in 
Europe,  and  muft  have  been  tranfported  thither  i  the  native  bee  of  the  V\^e&  In- 
dies being  a   fmaller  fpecies,  unprovided  with  ftings,  and  very  different  in  its  . 
manners  from  the  European. 

Vol  ..  .!•.  3  H .  hogfheads^ 


4i8  HISTORYOFTHE 

BOOK   hogiheads  of  fugar.     This  is  certainly  a  ytry  finall  quaodtf  of 
in.        that  article  for  fuch  an  extenfive  iOand,  or  even  for  the  number 
of  fugar  plantaticHis  at  prefent  under  cultivation^  allowing  onljr 
one  hundred  acres  of  canes  to  each. 

■  ■ 

Coffee  feems  to  anfwer  better  than  Sugar,  there  being 
fomcwhat  more  than  two  hundred  coflFee  plantations  in  Domi- 
nica, which  in  favourable  yezrs  have  produced  three  millions 
of  pounds  weight. 

A  SMALL  part  of  the  lands  are  alfo  applied  to  the  odtm^ 
tion  of  cacao,  indigo,  and  ginger ;  but  I  believe  that  moft* 
of  thefe  articles,  as  well  as  of  the  cotton,  whidb  are  com* 
prehended  in  the  exports,  are  obtained  from  the  donoinions  of 
foreign  itates  in  South  America,  and  importied  into  this  iiland 
under  the  free-port  law. 

The  number  of  white  inhabitants,  of  all  defcriptions  and 
ages,  appear,  by  the  laft  returns  to  government,  in  1788,  to  be 
1236  ;  o£  free  negroes,  &c.  445,  and  of  flaves  14,967.  There 
are  alfo  from  twenty  to  thirty  fiunilies  of  the  ancient  natives^ 
or  Charaibes,  properly  fo  called.  They  are  a  very  quiet,  inof- 
ienfive  people,  fpeak  a  language  of  their  awn>  and  a  little 
French,  but  none  of  them  underftand  EngHihf/J. 

Such 

(I)  A  late  writer  gives  the  following  account  of  thefe  people :  **  They  are  of  a 
clear  copper  colour,  have  long,  fleek,  black  hair :  their  pcrfons  are  (hort,  ftoul^ 
and  well  made,  but  they  disfigure  their  faces  by  flattening  their  foreheads  in  in- 
fancy. They  live  chiefly  by  fifhing  in  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  or  by  fowling  in 
the  woodsy  in  both  which  purfuits  they  ufe  their  bows  and  arrows  with  wonder* 

ful 
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Such  k  the  mformation  which  I  have  collc<5ted  concerning 
the  civil  biftcHry  and  prefent  fltate  of  Dominica^  for  moft  of 
which  I  am  indebted  to  a  late  publication  by  Mr.  Atwood. 
Nothing  now  remains  but  to  fet  forth  the  particulars  and  value 
of  its  productions^  which  I  {hall  adopts  as  in  other  cafes^  from 
the  return  of  the  Infpedor  General  for  the  year  1787. 

ful  dexterity.  It  is  fmd  they  will  kill  tho  fmalleft  bird  with  an  arrow  at  a  great 
diftance,  or  transfix  a  fifh  at  a  confidcrable  depth  in  the  fea.  They  diiplay  alfo- 
▼ery  great  iagcmiity  i»  siakiiig  curiwft  wrought  pmuMF^  or  balkets  of  iilk  grafs^ 
«r  the  leairei  aad  barkof  trees/^. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Leeward  Charaibbean  IJland  Governmenty  comprehending  St. 
Cbrijlopher'sy  Nevis,  Antigua,  Mont/errat,  and  the  Virgin 
I/lands. — Civil  Hijiory  and  Geographical  Defcription  of  each. 
—^Table  of  Exports  from  each  IJland  for  1787;  and  an 
Account  of  the  Money  arijing  from  the  Duty  of  Four 
and  a  Half  per  Cent.  Obfervations  concerning  the  Decline 
ofthefe  JJlandSf  which  conclude  their  HiJlory. 

THESE  fevcral  iflands,  fince  the  year  1672,  have  con- 
ilituted  one  diftinft  government;  the  governor  being 
ftiled  Captain  General  of  the  Leeward  Charaibbean  I/lands.  He 
vifits  each  occafionally^  but  his  chief  feat  of  refidence  is  An- 
tigua I  the  government  of  each  ifland,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
governor-general,  being  ufually  adminiftered  by  a  lieutenant- 
governor,  whofe  authority  is  limited  to  that  particular  ifland 
and  where  no  lieutenant-governor  is  appointed,  the  prefident  o 
the  council  takes  the  command.  I  fhall  treat  of  them  feparate- 
ly,  and  afterwards  combine,  in  a  concife  fummary,  thofe  circum- 
ftances  which  are  common  to  them  all. 

THfeiR'civil  hiftory  will  be  fhort;  for  in  this  part  of  my  fub- 
jedl  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  recital  of  Oldmixon,  and 
odier  writers,  who  have  preceded  me  -,  and  where  novelty  is 
wanting,  brevity  is  indiipendbly  requifitc. 

2  Section 
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Section    I. 


ST.    CHRISTOPHERS. 


BOOK  THE  iiland  of  St.  ChriftopHer  was  called  by  its  ancient 
^^''  poflcffors,  the  Charaibes^  Liamniga,  or  the  Fertile  Iiland^ 
It  was  difcovered  In  Noyember,  1493,  ^  Columbus  bimftlf, 
who  was  fo  pleafed  with  its  appearance^  that  he  honoured  it  with 
his  own  Chriftiaa  name.  But  it  was.  neither  planted  nor  pof^ 
{elTed  by  the  Spaniards^  It  was,  however  (notwithftandipg  that 
the  general  opinion  alcribes  the  honour  of  fenioii^  tcK  Barba-^ 
dQe99)  the  eldeil;  of  all  the  Britifh  teirritories  in  tke  Weft  IndiMit 
and,  iq  truUi^  the  comnoon  mother  both  of  the  Eaglifh  ami 
Fr^ch  iettlemepts  in  the  Chajcaibbean  iilands.  The  fai%  ^s  «e-» 
lated  by  an  hiflorian  faj  to  whoie  induftiy  and  Imowledg^  I 
have  been  ib  largely  indebted  in  my  acccMint  of  Su  Vms^olt^.  vm 
this :  *^  In  the  number  of  thole  gentlemen  who  accompaaied  Cskp^ 
t^in  Rog«  North*  in  a  voyage  to  Surinam*  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Warner,  who  making  an  acquaintance  there  wkh  Captatft 
Thomas  Painton,  a  very  experienced  feaman,  the  latter  fug-» 
gefted  how  much  oafier  it  would  be  to  fix,  and  pre&rve  in  gotod 
order,  a  colony  in  one  of  the  fmall  iflands,  deipiied  aod  delbrledf 
^  the  S^aniardft;  than  on  that  vail  cottntty,  the  oootiacatw 


(n)  Dr.  CamidielL 
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where^  for  want  of  fafficient  authority,  all  things  were  fallen  CHAP. 
into  confufiion ;  and  he  particularly  pointed  out  for  that  purpofe  '  * 
the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftoj^r.  This  gentleman  dying,  Mr. 
Warner  returned  to  England  in  i6aa,  refolved  to  put  his  friend's 
profed  in  execution*  He  accordingly  affociated  himielf  with 
fourteen  other  perfons,  and  with  them  cook  hie  pailage  on 
board  a  fhip  bound  to  Virginia.  From  thence  he  and  his  com^ 
panions  iailed  from  St.  Chriftopher's^  where  they  arrived  in 
January  1623^  and  by  the  month  of  September  following  had 
cai&d  a  good  crop  of  tobacco,  which  they  propofed  to  make 
their  ftaple  commodity."  It  has  been  ihewn  in  a  former 
chapter,  that  the  firfl:  adual  eAabliihment  in  Barbadoes,  took 
place  the  htter  end  of  1604* 

By  ihc  generality  of  hiftorianf^  who  have  tiieated  of  the  af^^- 
£iirs  of  tbe  Weft  Indies,  ith  Netted  that  a  party  of  the  French, 
ander  die  conunand  of  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  D'Efnambuc, 
took  po&ffion  of  one  part  of  this  Ifland,  on  die  fame  day  that 
Mr.  Warner  landed  on  tbe  odier  j  but  the  truth  is,  that  the 
firft  buiding  of  Warner  and  his  aflbciates,  happened  two  years 
before  tbe  arrival  of  D'£fiuisd>uc ;  who»  it  is  acbiitted  by  Du 
Tertre,  did  not  leave  France  until  1625.  Unfortunately,  th^ 
Englifb  iettlers,  in  tbe  latter  end  of  16x3,  ^^  ^^^^  plantations 
dcmohihed  by  a  dreadful  hurricane,  which  put  a  fudden  flop  to 
their  pcogfeis.  In  confequence  of  this  calamity,  Mr.  Warner 
reiuniod  to  England  to  imfdore  fiiccour ;  and  it  was  on  diat 
occfl^on  that  he  ibught  and  obtained  the  powerfiil  patronage 
and  fijppc^  of  James^  Ha^,  Earl  of  Carliile.  This  npbl^aan 
caufed  a  fhip  to  be  fitted  out,  kdet)  with  all  kinds  (^  necef- 

faries. 
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iaries.  It  was  called  the  Hopewell;  and  arrived  at  St.  Chrifto- 
pher's  on  the  i8th  of  May  1624;  and  thus  he  certainly  pre- 
ferved  a  fettlement,  which  had  othcrwife  died  in  its  infancy.. 
Warner  himfelf  did  not  return  to  St,  Chriftopher's  until  the 
year  following.  He  was  then  accompanied  by  a  large  body  of 
recruits,  and  D'Eihambuc  arrived  about  the  fame  time ;  perhaps 
the  fame  day.  This  latter  was  the  captain  of  a  French  pri- 
vateer; and,  having  in  an  engagement  with  a  Spanifh  galleon  of 
fupericr  flrength,  been  very  roughly  handled,  he  was  obliged, 
after  lofmg  feveral  of  his  men,  to  feek  refuge  in  thefe  iflandSi. 
He  brought  with  him  to  St.  Chriftophcr's  about  thirty  hardy 
veterans,  and  they  were  cordially  received  by  the  Englifh,  who 
appear  at  this  time  to  have  been  under  fome  appreheniions  of 
the  Charaibes.  Hitherto  Warner's  firft  colony  had  lived  on 
friendly  terms  with  thefe  poor  favages,  by  whom  they  were 
liberally  fupplied  with  provilions ;  but  having  feized  on  their 
land?,  the  confcioufnefs  of  deferving  retaliation  made  the.plantera 
appreheniive  of  an  attack^  when  probably  none  was  intended.. 
Du  Tertre  relates,  that  the  French  and  English  receiving  infor- 
mation of  a  projed:ed  revolt,  cohcurited  in  a.  fcheme  for  ieizing 
the  confpirators  beforehand-  Accordingly  they  fell  on  the 
Charaibes  by  night,  and,,  having  murdered  in  cold  blood  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  ftoutcft>  drove 
all  the  reft  from  the  ifland,  except  fuch  of  the  women  as 
were  young  and  handfome,  of  whom,  fays  the  reverend 
hiftorian,  they  made  concvd:>ines  and  flavest  'Such  is  the  .ac- 
count of  a  contemporary  author,  Pere  Du  Tertre^  who  relates 
thefe  tranfa<flions  with  perfect  compofure,  as  founded  on  com- 
mon ufage,.  and  not  unwarrantable  in  their  nature.    He  adds, 

that 
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that  fuch  of  the  Charaibes  as  efcaped  the  maflacre^  having  given 
the  alarm  to  their  countrymen  in  the  neighbouring  iflands,  a 
large  body  of  them  returned  foon  afterwards,  breathing  revenge; 
and  now  the  confli(5l  became  ferious.  The  Europeans  however, 
more  from  the  fuperiorlty  of  their  weapons,  than  of  their 
valour,  became  conquerors  in  the  end;  but  their  triumph  was 
dearly  purchafed ;  one  hundred  of  their  number  having  been 
left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 

After  this  exploit,  which  Du  Tertre calls  a  glorious  vi^oiy, 
the  Charaibes  appear  to  have  quitted  altogether  this  and  fome 
of  the  fmall  iilands  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  h^ve  retired 
fouthwards.    The  two  leaders,  Warner  and  Defnambuc,  about 
the  fame  time,  found  it  neceilary  to  return  to  Europe  for  the 
purpofe  of  foliciting  fuccour  from  their  refpe^ve  nations ;  and 
bringing  with  them  the  name  of  conquerors,  they  feverally  met 
with  all  poflible  encouragement.     Warner  was  knighted  by  his 
fovereign,  and  through  the  interefl  of  his  noble  patron  fent  back 
as  governor  in  1 626  with  four  hundred  new  recruits,  amply  fup- 
plied  with  neceflaries  of  all  kinds ;  while  Defhambuc,  under  the 
patronage  of  Richlieu  (the  minifler  of  France)  projected  the 
efhblifhment  of  an  excluiive  company  for  trading  to  this  and 
fome  of  the  other  iflands.     That   miniflcr  concurred  with 
Defnambuc  in  opinion,  that  fuch  an  inftitution  was  befl  adapted 
to  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and  colonization; — an  erroneous 
conclufion,  which  Defnambuc  himfelf  had  foon  abundant  occa- 
fion  to  lament ;  for  the  French  in  general  either  mifunderAood 
or  difapproved  the  projed.     Subfcriptions  came  in  relu<Stantly, 
and  the  fhips  which  the  new  company  fitted  out  on  this  occa- 
fion,  were  fb  wretchedly  fupplied  with  provifions  and  neceflaries. 
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BOOK    that  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  recruits,  who  failed  from 
j^j*        France  with  Defnambuc,  in  February  1627,  the  greater  part 
perifhed  miferably  at  iea  for  want  of  food* 

The  Englifli  received  the  furvivors  with  compaiiion  and  kind* 
nefs;  and  for  preventing  contefts  in  future  about  their  re- 
fpe<5Uve  limits,  the  commanders  of  each  nation  agreed  to  divide 
the  whole  ifland  pretty  equally  between  their  followers.  A 
treaty  of  partition  for  this  purpofe  was  reduced  to  writing,  and 
figned,  with  many  formalities,  on  the  third  <^  May  1 627 :  it 
comprdiended  alfo  a  league  defenfive  and  ofl^five ;  but  this 
alliance  proved  of  Httle  avail  againft  the  Spanifh  invafion  in 
1629,  the  circumftances  whereof  I  have  elfewhere  related.  Yet 
furely,  unjiiftifiable  as  that  attSKrk  may  be  deemed,  if  the  con- 
dud:  of  the  new  iettlers  towards  the  Charaibes  was  fuch  as 
'  Du  Tertre  relates,,  we  have  but  little  caufe  to  lament  of«r  the 
mifcries  which  befel  them.  The  mind  exults  in  the  ehaftiie-*^ 
ment  of  cruelty,  even  when  the  inftruments  of  vengeance  are  as 
criminal  as  the  objects  of  punifhment.. 

It  may  now  be  thought  that  thofe  of  the  1^0  nations  wha 
furvived  fo  deftrudive  a  florm,  had  learnt  moderation  and  for- 
bearance in  the  fchool  of  adveriity  y  and  indeed  for  fome  years 
they  appear  to  have  lived  on  terms  of  good  neighbourhood  with 
each  other ;  bat  at  length  national  rivalry  and  hereditary  ani- 
mofity  were  allowed  their  full  influence,  infbmuch  that,  for  half 
a  century  afterwards,  this  little  iiland  exhibited  a  difguflful  fcene 
of  internal  contention,  violence  and  bloodfhed.  It  is  impoflible 
at  this  time  to  pronounce  with  certainty,  whether  the  French  or 
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the  EnglUh  were  the  firR  aggrefibrs*     It  is  probable  that  each  CHAP. 
natbn  would  lay  the  blame  on  the  othet.  We  are  told  that  iii  the    ,    ^^^ 
fii£t  Dutch  wv,  in  the  reign  of  Gharks  II.  the  French  king 
declaring  for  the  United  States^  bis  fubjedts  in  St.  Chriflopher's^ 
difdaining  an  inglorious  neutrality,  attacked  the  Englifli  Planter8, 
and  drove  them  (mt  of  their  poiledions  -,  which  were  afterwardsi 
by  the  treaty  df  Breda,  reftored  to  them*     In  1689,  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  revolution  which  had  taken  place  in  England 
the  preceding  year,  die  French  Planter»  in  this  ifland,  declaring 
themfelves  in  the  interefls  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  attacked 
and  expelled  their  Engli(h  neighbours  a  fecond  time,  laying 
wafte  their  plantations,  and  committing  fuch  outrages  as  are 
unjuftifiable  among  civilized  nations,  even  in  a  time  of  open 
and  avowed  hoftility.     Their  condudl  on  this  occafion  was 
deemed  &>  cruet  and  treacherous,  that  it  was  afligned  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  among  the  caufes  which  induced 
them  to  declare  war  againft  the  French  natk>n.     Even  fortune 
herfelf,  inclining  at  length  to  the  iide  of  juftke,  from  hencefor* 
ward  deferted  them ;  for,  after  they  had  continued  about  eight 
months  fole  mailers  of  the  iiland,  the  Engli(h  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Codrington,  returning  in  great  force,  not  only 
compelled  the  French  inhabitants  to  furrender,  but  adually 
tranfported  eighteen  hundred  of  them  to  Martinico  and  Hif« 
paniola*    It  is  true  that  reparation  was  ftipulated  ta  be  made 
them  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  in  i6gf;  but  war  again  break- 
ing out  between  the  two  nations  in  i  joi^  the  French  planters 
derived  but  little  advantage  from  that  clkufe  in  their  favour. 
They  had  however,  in   1705,  the   gloomy  fatisfedtion  to  be- 
hold nsmy  of  the  Englifh  pofTefiions  again  laid  wafte  by  a 
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BOOK  French  armament,  which  committed  fuch  ravages  that  the 
^^^  ,  Britifli  Parliament  found  it  neceflary  to  diftribute  the  fum  of 
j^.  103,000  among  the  fufFercrs,  to  enable  them  to  re-fettle  their 
plantations.  Happily,  this  was  the  laft  exertion  of  national 
enmity  and  civil  difcord  within  this  little  community;  for  at 
the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  ifland  was  ceded  wholly  to  the 
Englifh,  and  the  French  poflef&ons  publicly  fold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Englifh  government.  In  17331  jC*  80,000  of  the  money 
was  appropriated  as  a  marriage  portion  with  the  princeis 
Anne,  who  was  betrothed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Some 
few  of  the  French  planters,  indeed,  who  confented  to  take 
the  oaths,  were  naturalized,  and  permitted  to  retain  their 
cflates. 

Such  was  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  eftabliflb- 
ment  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher.  The  circumftances 
which  attended  the  French  invafion  in  the  beginning  of  lySa^ 
when  a  garrifon  of  lefs  than  one  thoufand  efie£liv«  men  (in-* 
eluding  the  militia)  was  attacked  by  eight  thou&nd  of  the  beft 
difciplined  troops  of  France,  fupported  by  a  ileet  of  thirtyrtwo 
ihips  of  war ;  the  confequent  furrender  of  the  ifland,  aftes 
a  moft  vigorous  and  noble  defence;  and  its  cefloration  to 
Great  Britain  by  the  genersJ  peace  of  1783,  being  within  cvcrji 
person's  recolle£tion,  need  not  be  related  at  large:  in  this  work; 
I  fliall  therefore  conclude  with  the  following  particulars^  which 
I  prefume  are  fomewhat  lefs  familiar  to  the  generaL  reader,  and 
their  accuracy  nuy  be  depended  on.. 

St.  Christopher  lies  in    17*   NorA  latitude;    it  'is 

about 
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aBout  fourteen  leagues  in  circuit,  and  contains  43,726  acres  CHAP, 
of  land,  of  which  about  17,006  acres  are  appropriated  to  ^  ^^* 
the  growth  of  fogar,  and  4000  to  pafturage.  As  fugar  is 
the  only  commodity  of  any  account  that  is  raifed,  except 
provifions  and  a  little  cotton,  it  is  probable,  that  nearly  one 
half  the  whole  ifl^nd  is  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  interior 
part  of  the  country  confifts  indeed  of  many  rugged  pre-*- 
cipiccs>  and  barren  mountains.  Of  thefe,  the  loftieft  is 
Mbunt-Mifery,  (evidently  a  decayed  volcano)  which  rifes 
^,711  feet  in  perpendicular  height  from  the  fea..  Nature,- 
however,  has^  made  abundant  amends  for  the  fterility  of  the 
mountains,  by  the  fertility  fhe  has  beftowed  upon  the  plains* 
No  part  of  the  Weft-Indies  that  I  have  feen  pofTefles  even 
the  fame  fpecies  of  foil  that  is  found  in  St.  Chriftopher's.  It 
is  in  general  a  dark  grey  loam,  fo  light  and  porous  as  to 
be  penetrable  by  the  flighteft  application  of  the  hoe  -,  and  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  the  production  of  fubterraneous  fires,  the  black 
ferruginous  pumice  of  naturalifts,  finely  incorporated  with  a. 
pure,  loam,  or  virgin  mould.  The  under  ftratum  is  gravel; 
from  eight  to  twelve  in'che«  deep.  Clay  is  no  where  found,  ex^ 
cept  at  a  confiderable  height  in  the  mountains.. 

By  whatprocefs  of  nature  the  foil  which  I  have  mentioned  ■ 
becomes  more  efpecially  fuitcd  to  the  produ<^ion  of  fugar  than . 
any  other  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  neither  within  my  province 
or  ability  to  explain.  The  circumftance  however,  is  un- 
queftionable.  Ganes^  planted  in  particular  -  fpots,  have  been- . 
known  to  yield  8000  lbs.  of  Mufcovado  fugar  from  a  fingle. 
acre.     One  gentleman,  in  a  favourable  feafon,,madc.,6,4oolbs. . 
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6  O  O  IC  or  four  hogOicads  of  fixteen  cwt.  each,  per  acre,  cm  an  average 
''^"  return  of  his  whole  crop.  It  is  not  however  pretended,  thaj 
the  greateft  part,  or  even  t  very  large  proportion  of  the  cane 
land,  throughout  the  ifland,  is  equally  produftive.  The  general 
average  produce  for  a  feries  of  years  is  16,000  hogiheads  of  fix* 
teen  cwt,  which,  as  one-half  only  of  the  whole  cane  land,  or 
8,500  acres,  is  annually  cut  (the  remainder  being  in  young  canes) 
gives  nearly  two  hogfheads  of  iixteen  cwL  per  acre  for  the  whole 
of  the  land  in  ripe  canes;  but  even  thie  is  a  prodigious  return,  not 
equalled  I  imagine  by  any  other  fugar  country  in  any  part  of  the 
globe.  In  Jamaica,  though  fome  of  the  choiceft  lands  may  yield 
in  favourable  years  two  hogmeads  of  fixteea  cwt.  per  acrei 
the  cane  land  which  is  cut  annually,  taken  altogether,  does 
not  yield  above  a  fbur&  part  as  much* 

I  AM  informed,  however,  that  the  planters  of  St.  Chrifto-* 
pher's  are  at  a  great  expence  for  manure ;  that  they  never  cut 
ratoon  canes  (b)i  and  although  there  is  no  want  in  the  country  of 
j(prings  and  rivulets  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants,  their  j^an* 
tations  fulFer  much  in  dry  weather,  as  the  fubftratum  does  not- 
Jong  retain  moifture. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  nine  pariflies,  and  contains  four 
towns  and  hamlets,  viz.  Baflfeterre  (the  prefent  capital,  as  it 
was  formerly  that  of  the  French,)  Sandy-Point,  Old  Road  and 
*Deep  Bay.  Of  thcfe,  the  two  firft  are  ports  of  entry,  eila- 
blifhed  by  law.  The  fortifications  confift  of  Charles- Fort,  and 
Brimftone-Hill,  both  near  Sandy  Point;  three  batteries  at  Baile- 

(h)  Ratoon  canes  arc  flioots  from  old  roots,  as  will  be  fully  explained  here- 
after* 

terre. 
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ferrcs  one  at  Fig-tree  Bajr^  anodiet  at  Palmeto-Point,  and  CHAP, 
fomc  fmaller  ones  of  no  great  importance*  j}^ 

The  proportion  which  St.  Chriftopher's  contributed^  with  the 
other  iilands,  towards  an  honourable  [^ovifion  for  the  Governor 
Genera]  y  is  ^ a  200  cvtvcxy  per  annum  ^  which  is  fettled  on 
him  by  the  afiembly  immediately  on  his  afriTaL  He  has  be« 
fides  fome  perquifites ;  and  ia  time  of  war  they  are  coniidera^ 
ble» 

Each  iiland  within  this  goyemmettt  ha^  a  Separate  cotmcil^ 
and  each  of  them  an  aflembiy^.  or  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  In 
St.  Chriftopher^s,  the  council  fhould  confift  of  ten  members,, 
but  it  is  feldom  that  more  than  feven  are  prefent.  The  houfe  of 
aflembly  is  compofed  of  twcnty-four  reprefentatives,  of  whom 
^teea  make  a  quorum.  The  requifite  qualification  is  a  free^ 
hold  of  forty  acres  of  knd,  ot  a  houfe  worth  forty  pounds  a 
yean  Of  the  electors,  the  qualification  is  a  freehold  of  ten^ 
pounds  per  annum. 

The  Governor  of  this^  and  the  other  iffends  in  the  fame  ga*- 
vernment,  is  chanceHor  by  his  c^iicevand  in  St.  Chriftopher's  fits 
alone.     Attempts  have  been  made  to  join  Ibmeof  the  council  i 
with  him^as  in  Barbadoes;  but  hitherto  without:  fuccefs,  the 
inhabitants  chooiing  rather  to  fubmit  to  the  expence  and  delay 
of  following  the  chancellor  to  Antigua,  than  fufFcr  the  incon- 
▼eniency  of  having  on  the  chancery  bench  judges,  fome  of 
whom  it  is  probable,  from  their  fituation  and  conneftions,  may  be : 
interefled  in  the   event  of  every  fuit  that  may.  come  before: 
them. 
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In  this  iiland^  »  in  Jamaica,  the  jurifdid:ion  of  both  the 
King's  bench  and  common  pkas»  centers  in  one  fuperior  court, 
wherein  juftice  is  adminiftered  by  a  chief  juflice  and  four  puifne 
judges.  The  chief  is  appointed  by  the  crown,  the  others  by 
the  governor  in  the  King's  name,  and  they  all  hold  their 
coijimiffions  during  pleafure.  The  office  of  chief  judge  is 
worth  about  £.  600  per  annum«  The  emoluments. of  the  af- 
iiAant Judges  are  trifling. 

The  prefent  number  of  white  inhabitants  is  computed  at 
400Q,  and  taxes  are  levied  on  26,000  negroes  ^  and  there 
are  about  three  hundred  blacks  and  mulattoes  of  free  con* 
dition. 

As  in  the  other  Briti^  Klands  in  the  neighbourhood,  all  the 
white  men  from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  fixty  are  obliged  to 
enlift  in  the  militia,  and  in  this  ifland  they  ferve  without  pay. 
They  form  two  regiments  of  foot,  although  the  whole  number 
of  efiedtive  men  in  each  regiment  feldom  exceeds  three  hun- 
dred ;  but  there  is  likewife  a  company  of  free  blacks,  and  this, 
before  the  late  war,  conftituted  the  whole  of  the  military  force 
within  the  ifland;  the  Britifh  government  refuflng  to  jfend 
them  troops  of  any  kind. 

Of  the  wifdom  of  fuch  conduft  in  Great  Britain,  the  reader 
will  be  able  properly  to  judge,  when  he  is  told,  that  the  natural 
ftrength  of  this  ifland,  from  the  conformation  and  inequalities  of 
its  furface,is  fuch  that  agarrifonof  two  thoufand  eflfedive  troops, 

properly 
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properly  fupplied  with  ammunition  and  ptiovifions^  would  in  all   C  H  A  P, 
human  probability  have  rendered  it  impregnable  to  the  formi- 
dable  invafion  of  1782. 

With  St.  Chriftopher's  furrendcred  alfo  the  ifland  of 
Nevis ;  from  which  it  is  divided  only  by  a  fmall  channel,  and 
of  which  I  fhall  now  give   fome  account* 


Section    IL 
N       E       VIS. 


THIS  beautiful  little  fpot  is  nothing  more  than  a  iingle 
mountain,  rifing  like  a  cone  in  an  eafy  afcent  from  the  fea ; 
the  circumference  of  its  baie  not  exceeding  eight  Englifh 
leagues.  It  is  believed  that  Columbus  beftowed  on  it  the  ap« 
pellation  of  Nieves,  or  The  Shows,  from  its  refemblance  to  a 
mountain  of  the  fame  name  in  Spain ;  but  it  is  not  an  improba* 
ble  conjedure,  that  in  thofe  days  a  white  finoke  was  feen  to 
iiTue  from  the  fummit,  which  at  a  diftance  had  a  fnow-like  ap- 
pearance^ and  that  it  derived  its  name  from  thence.  That  the 
ifland  was  produced  by  fome  volcanic  explofion,  in  ages  long 
pail>  there  can  be  no  doubt;  for  there  is  a  hollow,  or  crater^ 
near  the  fummit,  flill  vifible,  which  contain^  a  hot  ipring. 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur;  and  fulphur  is  fre- 
quently found  in  fubftance,  in  the  neighbouring  gullies  and 
cavities  of  the  earth. 

Vol.  I.  3  K  The 
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9  O  O  K  The  country  is  welt  watered  aod  tbe  land  in  general  fertile^ 
111*  a  finall  proportion  towards  the  fiimmit  of  the  ifland  excepted* 
which  anfwers  however  for  the  growdi  of  ground  provifions^ 
fuch  as  yams  and  other  efculent  vegetables.  The  foil  is  ftony ; 
the  beft  is  a  ioofe  black  mould,  on  a  day.  In  fome  jdaces^  the 
upper  ilratum  is  a  fliff  clay^  which  require  labour*  but  proper- 
ly divided  and  pulverifed*  repays  tbe  labour  beftowed  upon  ic 
The  general  produce  of  fugar  (its  only  ftaple  production)  is 
one  hogfhead  of  fixteen  cwt.  per  acre  from  all  the  canes  that 
are  annually  cut,  which  being  about  4000  acres>  the  return  of 
the  whole  is  an  equal  number  of  hogsheads*  and  this  was  the 
average  £bced  on  by  the 'French  government  in  1782,  as  a  rule 
for  regulating  the  taxes.  As  at  St.  Chriflo^her^s  the  planters 
feldom  cut  ratoon  canes. 

:  This  ifland,  fmall  as  it  is,  is  divided  into  five  pari/hes.  It 
contain^  a  town  called  Charles-Town^  the  feat  of  government 
and  a  port  of  entry,  aad  there  ate  two  other  (hipping  places, 
called  Indian-Caftle  and  New-Caftle.  The  principal  fortifica- 
tion is  at  Charles-Town,  and  is  called  Charles  Fort.  The  com^ 
mandant  is  appcnnted  by  the  crown^  but  receives  a  falaiy 
from  the  ifland. 

•  The  government,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor- GeneraU 
is  adminiftered  by  the  prefident  of  the  council.  This  board  is 
oompofed  of  the  prefident,  and  fix  other  members.  The  houfe 
of  aflcmbly  confifts  of  fifteen  reprefentativcs ;  three  for  each 
pariih. 
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Thb  adminiftfation  of  common  law  is  ulidcr  the  guidance  of  C  H  A  P. 
a  chief  juftice,  and  two  affiftant  judges,  and  there  is  an  office    ^    ^^\ 
for  the  regiftfy  of  deeds. 

The  prefcnt  number  of  white  inhabitants  is  ftated  to  me 
flot  to  exceed  fix  hundred,  while  the  negroes  amount  to  about 
ten  thousand;  a  difproportion which  neceflarily  converts  all  fuch 
white  rhen  as  are  not  exempted  by  age  and  decrepitude,  into 
a  well-regulated  militia,  among  which  there  is  a  troop  confift* 
ing  of  fifty  horfe,  well  mounted  and  accoutrtd.  Englifh  forces, 
on  the  Britifli  eftablifhment,  they  have  none. 

-  The  Engliffi  firft  eftabliflied  themfelves  in  this  ifland  in  the 
year  1628,  under  the  proteftion  and  encouragement  of  Sir 
Thomas  Warner.  Among  the  different  claiTes  of  men,  who 
^ght  to  improve  their  fortunes  in  St,  Chriftopher's  by  the  pa- 
tronage of  that  enterprifing  leader,  it  can  hardly  be  prefumed, 
that  every  individual  experienced  the  fiill  gratification  of  his 
hopes  and  expedations.  In  all  focietitfs,  there  are  many  who  will 
confider  themfelves  unjuftly  overlooked  and  forgotten.  Of  the 
companions  of  Warner's  earliert:  voyages,  it  is  probable  that 
fomc  would  fet  too  high  a  value  on  their  fervices,  and  of  thofe 
who  ventured  afterwards,  many  would  complain,  on  their  ar- 
rival, that  the  bcft  lands  were  pre- occupied.  To  foften  and 
temper  fuch  difcordancy  and  difquiet,  by  giving  full  employ- 
ment to  the  turbulent  and  fcditious,  feems  to  have  been  one  of 
the  mod  important  objedts  of  Warner's  policy.  Motives  of 
this  nature  induced  him,  without  doubt,  to  plant  a  colony  in 
Nevis  at  fo  early  a  period ;  and  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  his 
firft  regulations  gave  ftrength  and  ftability  to  the  fcttlement. 

3  K  2  What 


1 


436  HISTORY     OF     THE. 

# 

BOOK  What  Warner  began  wifely,  was  happily  completed  by  his 
m*  immediate  fucceflbr  Mr.  Lake,  under  whoiib  adminiftration  Nevis 
rofe  to  opulence  and  importance.  "  He  was  a  wife  man,'' 
£iys  Du  Tertre,  ^'  and  feared  the  Lord.''  Making  this  ifland 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  it  flouri£bed  beyond  example.  It  is 
iaid»  that  about  theyear  1640,  it  poiTefiedfour  thouiand  Whites  & 
fo  powerfully  are  mankind  invited  by  the  advantages  of  a  mild 
and  equitable  fyftem  of  government  1  Will  the  reader  pardoa 
mc,  if  I  obferve  at  the  fame  tirne^  that  few  fituations  in  life 
could  have  afforded  greater  felicity  than  that  of  fuch  a  gover-- 
nor.  Living  amidfl  the  beauties  of  an  eternal  fpring^  beneath, 
a  fky  ferene  and  unclouded,  and  in  a  fpot  inexpreflibly  beautiful 
(for  it  is  enlivened  by  a  vaiiety  of  Uie.  moft  encfaaotmg  ptof-r 
pe<S&  in.  the  worlds  in  the  numerous  iilands  which  furround 
it)  but  above  all,  happy  in  the  refledioa  that  he  conciliated* 
the  differences,  adminiftered  to  the  neceiHties^,  and  augmented 
the  comforts  of  thoufands  of  his  fellow  creatures,  all  of  whom^ 
looked  up  to  hiim  as  their  common  &ther  and  prote<3x>r, !  If^ 
there  be  pure  joy  on  earth,  it  mud  have  exifted  in  the  bofbmf 
of  fuch  a  man;,  while  he  beheld  the  tribute  of  love,,  gratitude^ 
and,  approbation  towards  him  in  every  countenance,  and  whofe. 
heart  at  the  fame  time  told  him.  that  be  deferv^d  it. . 


I  AM  forry  that  I  muft  prefentthe  reader  with  a  very 
fent  picture,  in  the  accowit.that  I  am  now  to  g^ve.of  Antigqa- 


Suction 
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ANTIGUA. 

ANTIGUA  is  fituated  about  twenty  leagues  to  the 
eaftward-of  St.  Chriilopher's,  and  was  difcovered  at  the  fame 
time  with  that  iiland^  by  Columbus  himfelf^  who  named  it^ 
firom  a  church  in  Se^ille^  Santa  Maria*  de  la  Antigua.  We  are 
informed  by  Ferdioand  Columbus,  that  the  Indian  name  was 
ytwunca..  It  is  a.  fiogdar  ciccumftance,  that  this^  word»  which 
in  the  language  of  the  larger  iflands  fignified  a  country  abound^ 
ing  inj^hgsi  ifaouldf  in  the  dialed  of  the  Charaibes,  have  been 
applied  to  an  ifland  that  has  not  a  iingle  fpring  or  rivul^  of 
£reih'  water  in  \t^ 

This  inconvenience,  without  doubt^as  it  rendered  the  country 
uninhabitable  to  the  Charaibes,  deterred  for  fome  time  the 
European  adventurers  in  the  neighbouring  iflands  from  attempt- 
ing a  permanent. eftabliihmen tin  Antigua;  but  nature  prefents 
few  obflacles  which  the  avarice  or;  induftry  of  civilized  manf 
will  not  endeavour  to  furmount.  The  lands  were  found  to  be ' 
fertile,  and:  it  was  difcovered  that  cifterns  might  be  contrived. 
to  hdd  rain-watcrY^//.     So  early  as  1632,  a  few  Englifli  fe— 

f^/.  The. water  thus  preferved  is  wonderfully  light,  .pure>  and  wholefome. 

milics^ 
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miKes  took  up  lands  thcre^  and  began  the  cultivation  of  tobacco. 
Among  thefe  was  a  ion  o£  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  whoie  de« 
icendants  ftiU  poffefs  very  confiderablc  property  in  the  ifland, 
•one  of  them  { Afliton  W»ner,  Efquire)  having  been,  in  1787, 
preiident  of  the  councD,  and  commander  in  chief  in  the  abfence 
of  the  governor. 

But  it  was  chiefly  to  the  enterprifing  fpirit  and  extenfive 
views  of  Colonel  Codnngtw,  <kf  Bar badoes,  that  Antigua  wai  in- 
debted (or  its  growing  prdfperity  ahd  fubfequent  opuleocev 
This  gentleman  removing  to  this  iflahd  ab<Hit  the  year  1674^ 
applied  his  knowledge  in  fugar-plaAting  with  fuch  good  €6k€t 
and  foccefs,  that  others^  anioidted  by  hid  example^  ind  affifled 
by  his  advice  and  eiicouragement,  adventured  in  the  ikmt  line 
of  cultivation.  Mr*  Codriogton  was  iome  years  afterwards 
nominated  captain  general  and  comm2aidpf  m  chief  of  aU  the 
leeward  Charaibean  iflands»  aiidt  derivliig  from  this  appointment, 
the  power  of  giving  greater  energy  to  his  benevolent  purpofes^ 
had  foon  the  happinefs  of  beholding  the  good  effects  ofhishu- 
manity  and  wifibm,  in  the  flouriihiiig  condition  of  the  feveral 
iflands  under  his  government. 

The  profperky  of  Antigua  was  manifefted  ia  its  extenfive 

population ;  for  when,  in  the  year  1 690,  General  Codrington 

commanded  oq  the  expedition  againft  the  French  inhabttants 

of  St.  Chriftopher's,  as  hath  been  related  in  the  hiftory  of  that 

ifland,  Antigua  fiimiflied  towards  it  no  lefs  tlian  eight  htmdred 

«fFe£tive  men :  a  quota,  which  gives  room  to  eftimate  the  whole 

number  of  its  white  inhabitants  at  that  time,  at  upwards  of 

five  thoufand*  § 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Codrington  dying  in  169,8,.  was liiccecded  in  hisgo- 
Ternment  by  his  fon  Chriilophcr  j»  a  gentleman  eminently  dif- 
tinguiflied  for  his  attaigments  in  polite  literature;  and  who, 
treading  in  the  fame  paths  as  his  illuflrious  father,  gave  the 
people  under  his  government  the  promifb  of  a  long  continuance 
of  fdut^ty^  ^  His  admimftration,  however,  terminated  at  the  end 
of  fix  years  ^  for  ia  1704  he  was  fuper&ded  (I  know  not  on  what 
account)  by  Sir  William  Mathews ;.  who  dying  foon  after  his 
arrival^  die  Queen  was  pleafed  to  appoint  to  the  government  of 
diis  and  the  neighbouring  iflands,  Daniel  Park,  Efq.  a  man 
whofib  .  tragical  end  having  excited  the  atbentioa  of  Europe,, 
and  fumilhed  a.  leilbn  for  hiitory  to  perpetuate^  I  ihall  be  ex- 
cufed  for  eateiing  fomevdiat  at  large  into  his  condud  and 
fortune* 

f 

■  f 

Mr.  Park  wts^a  native  of  Virginiia^  and  was  diiftinguifhed 
for  his  excefTes  at  a  very  early  time  of  life.  Having  married  a^ 
lady  of  fortune  in  America^  his  firft  exploit  was  to  rob  his  wife 
of  her  money,  and  then  deiert  her..  With  this  money  he  came 
to  England,  and  obtained  a  return  to  Parliament;,  but  grofs. 
bribery  being  proved  againfb  him>  he  was  expelled  the  houie*. 
Hk  next  adventure  was  to  debauch  the  wife  of  a  friend,  forr 
which  being  profecuted^  he  quitted  England,,  and  made  a  cam- 
paign with>  the  army  in  Flanders,,  where  he  had  the  foctune: 
to  attrad  the  notice,  and  acquire  the  patronage,,  of  the- 
Duke  of  Marlborough  ..-'In  1704,  he  attended  the  Duke  as  one. 
of  his  aides  de  camp,  and  as  fuch,  on  the  event  of  the  battle: 
tiE  Hochftet^.  having  been,  fent  by  his  Giace  to  England,  vnth 

intelligence 
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BOOK    intelligence  of  that  important  viftoiy,  he  was  rewarded  by  the 

^^ ^    Queen  with  a  purfc  of  a  thoufand  guineas,  and  her  piifhire 

richly  fet  with  diamonds.  The  ycai"  following,  the  govern-^ 
ment  of  the  leeward  Illands  becoming  vacant,  Mr.  Park, 
through  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron,  was  appointed  to  fuc- 
•ceed  Sir  William  Mathews  therein^  and  he  arrived  at  Antigua 
in  July  1706^ 

As  he  was  a  native  of  America^  and  his  intereft  with  the 
Britiih  adminiftration  was  believed  to  be  confiderable,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Leeward  lilands,  who  were  probably  unac^ 
quainted  with  his  private  charadter,  received  him  with  fingular 
refped;,  and  the  aflembly  of  Antigua,  even  contrary  to  a  royal 
inftrudion,  added  a  thoufand  pounds  to  his  yearly  income,  ia 
order,  as  it  was  expreflcd  in  the  vote,  to  relieve  him  from 
the  expence  of  houfe-rent;  a  provifion  which,  I  believe,  has 
been  continued  ever  fince  to  his  fuccefTors  in  the  govern* 
ment. 

The  return  which  pVIr.  Park  thought  proper  to  make  for 
this  mark  of  their  kindnefs,  was  an  avowed  and  unreftrained 
violation  of  all  decency  and  principle.  He  feared  neither  God 
nor  manj  and  it  was  foon  obferved  of  him,  as  it  had  formerly 
been  of  another  deteftable  tyrant,  f&at  he /pared  no  man  in  his 
^ngery  nor  woman  in  bis  luji.  One  of  his  firft  enormities  was  to 
debauch  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Chefter,  who  was  fa<ftor  to  the  royal 
African  company,  and  the  moft  confiderable  merchant  in  the 
iiland.  Apprehending  that  the  injured  hufl>and  might  meditate 
Tcvenge,  the  worthy  governor  endeavoured  to  be  beforehand 

with 
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hkti,  1>y  adding  the  orime  of  murder  to  that  of  adultery;  47 «  A  9. 
jfor  Cheftcr  having  about  this  time  had  the  misfortune  to  kfll  ,  j^ 
a  perfon  by  accident,  his  CKcellency,  who  had  raifed  a  common 
fbldier  to  -^  office  <^  provoft-marflial,  brought  him  to  a 
trial  for  his  life ;  directing  his  infbHiment  the  provd^HSiat^fl^, 
to  impanel  a  jury  of  certain  perfons,  from  whom  he  doubted 
'  not  to  obtain  Ghefter'^  con  virion ;  and  (he  execution  of  this 
innocent  and  iajured  man  would  undoubtedly  have  followed,  if 
the  evidence  in  his  ^vour  had  not  proved  too  powerful  to  be 
overborne ;  'fo  that  the  Jmy  were  compelled  to  pronounce  his 
acquittal. 

AKOTHEit  of  his  exploits  w^s  an  attempt  to  rob  the  Co* 
'  drington  family  of  the  Kknd  of  Barbuda  (df  which  they  had 
held  peaceable  pdieilion  for  thirty  years)  by  calling  on  them  to 
prove  their  ^le  before  himfelf  and  his  council ;  a  meafure 
which  gave  every  pi'ojM'ictor  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  had 
no  fecurity  for  his  poflefli^is  but  the  governor's  forbearance. 

Me  dfeclared  that  he  would  fu^r  no  provoft^marfhal  to  ad, 
who  'fliould  not  at  all  time€  fummon  fuch  juries  as  he  fhould 
-direA.  He  changed  the  mode  of  elefting  members  to  ferve  in 
-^tbe  aflembly,  in  order  to  exclude  peffons  he  did  not  like;  and 
not  beis^g  able  by  this  meafore  to  procure  an  ailembly  to  his 
twifh,  he  refufed  to  call  them  together  even  when  the  French 
-iSireatened  an  invafion. 

.H4E  entered  the  houie  of  Mr.  Cheftcr,   the  perfon  before 

-mentionedj  with  an  armed  force,  and  feized  feveral  gentlemen 
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(fome  of  them,  the  principal  men  of  the  ifland)  who,  w^rfe  there 
met  for  the  purpoie  of  good  felloWfhipf  on  fufpicion  that  they 
were  concerting  meafures  againO:  himfelf ;  moft  of  whom  he 
fent  by  his  own  authority  to  the  common  Jail,  and  kept  them 
there  without  bail  or  trial. 

By  thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  odious  and  intemperate  pro- 
ceedings, the  whole  country  became  a  party  againft  him,  and 
difpatched  an  agent  to  England  to  lay  their  grievances  before 
the  crown,  adopting^  in  the  firft  inftance,  all  moderate  and  fegal 
means  to  procure  his  removal ;  but  from  the  delays  incident 
to  the  bufinefs,  the  people  loft  all  temper,  and  began  to  coniider 
forbearance  as  no  longer  a  virtue.  More  than  one  attempt  was 
made  on  the  governor's  life,,in  the  laft  of  which  he  wa&grievoufly, 
b«t  not  mortally,  wounded.  Unhappily  the  furious  and  exaf- 
perated  ftate  of  men's  minds  admitted  of  no  compromife,  and 
the  rafh  impetuous  governor  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to  foften; 
or  conciliate^  if  occaHon  had  oifitred.. 

At  length,  however,  kiftrudl'ions  came  from  the  crown  diredS- 
^  ing  Mr.  Park  to  i?efign  his  command  to  the  lieutenant  governor,, 
and  return  to  England  by  the  firft  convenient  opportunity ;  at 
the  fame  time  Commiilioners  were  appointed  to  take  exami- 
nations on  the  fpot,  concerning  the  complaints  which  had  been 
urged  againft  his  condudr  It  would  have  been  happy  if  the 
inhabitants  of  Antigua  had  borne  their  fuccefs  with  modera- 
tion ;  but  the  triumphant  joy  which  they  manifefted,  on  re-» 
ceipt  of  the  queen's  orders,  provoked  the  governor  into  defpc- 
ration.   He  declared  that  he  would  continue  in  the  governm^it 

X  in 
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in  fpitc  of  the  inhabitants^  and  being  informed,  that  a  fhip  was 
about  to  fail  for  Europe,  in  which  he  might  conveniently  have 
embarked,  he  refufed  to  -leave  the  country.  In  the  mean- 
while, to  convince  the  people  that  his  firmnefs  was  unabated, 
and  that  he  fUll  confidered  himfelf  in  the  rightful  >exercife  of 
his  audic^ity,  he  liTued  a  proclamation  to  diflblve  the  afTembly. 

Matters  were  now  coming  faft  to  an  iflue.  The  aflembly 
continued  iitting  notwithftanding  the  governor's  proclamation, 
and  reiblved,  that,  having  been  recalled  by  his  fovereign,  his 
continuance  in  the  government  was  ufurpation  and  tyranny, 
and  that  it  was  their  dnty  to  take  charge  of  the  fafety  and 
peace  of  the  ifland*  On  bearing  of  this  vote,  the  governor 
iecretly  ordered  a  par^  of  foldiers  to  furround  them^  but  the 
afiemfaly  having  obtained  information  of  his  intentions,  imme« 
diateiy  iepaoted  to  provide  for  their  perfbnal  fafety«  The  *en«-* 
fuirig^night,  and  the  whole  of  the  following  day,  were  employed- 
in  fummoning  the  inhabitants  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  to 
haften  to  the  capital,  properly  armed,  to  proteft  their  repre* 
&otttives*  It  was  given  out,  however,  that  the  governor's 
Uie  was  ik>c  aimed  at;  ali^that  was  intended^  ^Vas  to  fecure  his 
jierfon,  and  fend  him  &am  the  ifland. 

On  Thurfday  the  yth  of  December  1710,  early  in  the  morn- 
ings about  firb  :huadred  men  appeared  in  arms,  in  die  town  of 
Saint  John^s,  vfhett  Colonel  Park  had  been  making  provifion 
for  refiibnce  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  He  had  converted  the 
goivenunent  houfc  into  a  garrifon,  and  ftationed  in  it  all  the 
•egakr  troops  that  were  in  the  ifland.    On  the  approach  of 
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the  inhabitants  however,  his  Courage  deferted  htm.     The  fight 
of  an  injuced  people,  coming  fbrwafld  as  one  man,  with  dc^ 
liberate  valour,  to  execute  on  his  perfon  that  puiiidiment  whicfe 
he  muft  have  been  confcious  his  enormities  welt  merited,  over<» 
whelmed  him  with  confuiGon  andi  terror.    Although  he  moA. 
have  been  apprized,  that  his  adver^ies  had  pmceedod  toa  hr 
to  retreat,  he  now,  for  the  firft  time,  when  it  was  too  late,  had 
recourfe  to  Concefliom     He  dtfpaitched  the  provoft*mar(hal 
with  a  mteflage,  fignifying  bis  readinefs  to  meet  the  dfembl^r 
at  Parham>  and  to  confent  to  whalevet  buws  they  ihould  think 
proper  to  pafs  for  the  good  of  the  amotrf.    Heoffibrod  at  the 
fame  tincie  to  difmifs  his  foldiers^  presided  fix  of  the  pdocip9ik 
inhabitants  would  remain  with  htm  as  hoftages.  Sot  the  fiifel^ 
of  his  perfoo.     The  fpoaker  of  the  afletnlgdly,.  ao<Lone  of  tltt 
members  of  dM  couocS^  uawiUing  to  cariy  matters  to  tfae  kft 
extremity,  feemed  inclined  to  a  con^>coaaife|  and  propofei  themn^ 
iblves  as  two  of  the  hofta^s  required  by  the  goirecoor.;  bolt 
the  general  body  o£  die  |ieople,  apprehfenfive  that  fvurdier  dda(f 
might  b^  filial  ta  thein  caule,  cattod  aloud'  fi>r  iaunediate  i»eiw 
geance  i.  and  inffamtly  marched  fivwaid  in  two.dceifioiisw    Om 
eftbcSty  led  by  Mr.  Piggot,  m  member  of  the  aflemb^  taking 
pofiefiion  of  an  eminence  that  dexmnanded  thet  gmsecBmcnt. 
houfe,.  attacked  it  with  great  fury..    Their  fice  was  luifidy  re<-> 
turned  Sot  a  irbiifiderable  time^  but  aJt  kngth  tlitt  dEubaHs  hfoke 
into  &e  houfe..    The  governor  met  them  wiA  fimmfifi^  and 
fliot  Piggot  dead  with  his  own  hand,  butreoeured  in  the  fiune: 
moment  a  wound  which  Wd  htm  proftrate-    Hit  aMsudants^ 
feemg  l«m  fidl,  threw  down  their  aims,,  and  ^  enrag^  po-^ 
^ulace«  feizing  the  perfoaof  the  wmtched  governor^  who.was  itillk 

alive^, 
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afiipe^  t€Me  him  into » dtou&nct pieces^and  firatteted  his  reeking 
£mb8  in  the  ftreet*  Befictes  tfaa  goviernprf  an  enfign  and  thirteen 
pmaAe  £>ltiiersv  who  lough t  in  his*  cau&r  were  killed  outright^, 
and  a  Hifcufemmt  and  twenty^&nr  privates  woimded^  Of  the 
people,,  thirty-two  were  killed  and  wounded^  befides  Mr, 
Piggot  The  gavernot's  death  inflandy  put  an  end  to  this  bloody 

Ttfus  perdhed^  in  a  ganeiral  uiiurreAien  of  an^  infiilted  andi 
indignant  community,  a«  bnital  and'  Ikenttou^  de;%ot,  than^ ' 
whom:  no-  ftatr  criminal  was  evep  niote-  de/epvedly  punifiied^. 
He  was  a  monfter  in-  wichednefi*  and  being  placed  by  his^  ikn^^  • 
tion  beyond  die  reach  of  ordinary  reftraint,  it  was  as  lawful  to 
cat  ha^  off  by  every  nEteans  poffible>  as  it  would'  have  been  to* 
ihoot  a  wydbtaH  that  had  btoke  its  fiteSe$»  and^  was  gorging  kielf  - 
Willi  kuraan  blood;     ^  Hie-  people^  of  Eng^d  (fays  an  emi-  - 
fltnt  writer  f^d}  )  heard  wi^  ^dtoniflMnent  c^  Pt^rlt's    un-- 
thnely  &te ;   but  the  public^  wera  divided  in  their  ientiments ; 
£Mrie  looking  upon  hia  deatb  a9  an  ad  of  rebellion  againft  the- 
crown^  and  others*  confidmng'  ft  as  a  iacrifice  to  Hberty .     The* 
flagraney  c^  tlra  perpetration,  and  cempaffion  for  the  man>  at ' 
hA  got  the  better.*^    In  the  latter  ailertion  however^  the  writer' 
ia  clearly  m^bken ;  for  the  Bngliih  government,  after  full  m^ 
yelligatiok»i.  wa9  Hb' thoroug^y  fttisfied  of  Mr..  Park's  mifeondudt^, 
at  t0  iiKw^mueh.  to-ita  honour,  a  general  pardon  of  all  perfons 
concerned  in  his  death,  and  two  of  the  principal  a6h>rs  thereinr 
were  even  pr(»noted  ibnxe  time  afterwards  to  £bats  in  the* 
cQndL 

f^  UhkerTarHiffory,  votXtlv 
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From  this  period  I  clofe  my  account  of  the  civil  con- 
cerns of  Antigua^  finding  no  occurrence  in  its  fubfeqnent  hif- 
tory  of  fufficient  importance  to  detain  the  readier  i  what 
remains  therefore  is  chiefly  topographical^  and  I  hope  will  be 
found  corre<^.       *  - 


^  • 


Antigua  is  upwards  of  fifty  miles  in  circumference^  and 
contains  S9f838  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  34,000  are  appro- 
priated to  the  growth  of  fugar,  and  pailurage  annexed:  its 
other  principal  ftaples  ar^  cotton-woql,  and  tobacco;  to  what 
extent  of  cultivation  I  am  not  informed;  and  they  raife  in  &* 
vourable  years  ^reat  quantities  of  provifions* 

This  ifland  contains  two  dififerent  kinds  of  fgit;   the  Otic  a 
black  mould  on  a  fubftratum  of  c}ay,  which  is  qaturblly  rich, 
and  when  iiot  checked  by  exceffive  droughts;  to  fvliioh  An^i* 
gua  is  particularly  fubjeft,  vtsry  produdive^  "  Tfee  other  i$  9.  > 
ilifif  clay  on  %  fiibftratum  of  m)Sirl.   It  is  much  lp&  fertile  than  the 
fQnmer;^  and  9bound8  with  an  vurr^cable  kind  of  grafs  in  fuch 
ajnann^r,  that  many  eftate?  confifting,  of  that  kind  pf  igtil^ 
whiph  were  once  .very  profitably  are  now  £0  impoiveriihed  and 
oyergrowJi  with  this  ibrt  of  grafe,  as  either  to  be  *con verted  into  ^ 
paftuEe  land,  or  <o  become  entirely  abandf)ned,     Exclufive.  of 
fuch  deferted  land,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  country  that  is  alto-  - 
gether  unimp]:ovable«  every  pact  of  the  iflaifdinay  hp  iaid  to  be 
under  xultivation* 

From  the  circumftances  that  have  been  related,  it  is  djiSic^U 
to  furnifh  an  average  xeturn  of  the  crops,  which  vary  to  fo  great 

A  degree. 
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a  degree,  that  the  quantity  of  fugar  exported  from  this  ifland  in 
fome  years,  is  five  times  greater  than  in  others ;  thus  in  1779 
were  (hipped  3,382  hogflieads,  and  579  tierces;  in  1782  the 
Crop  was  15,102  hogflieads,  and  1,603  tierces ;  and  in  the  years 
1770,  1773*  and  1778,  there  were  no  crops  of  any  kind;. all 
the  canes  being  deftroyed  by  a  long  continuance  of  dry  weather, 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  negroes  mufl  have  perifhed  for  want 
of  food,  if  American  veflels  with  corn  and  flour  had  been  at 
that  time,  as  they  now  are,  denied  admittance* 

It  feems  to  me  on  the  whole,  that  the  ifland  has  progreflive- 
ly  decreafed  both  in  produce  and  white  population.  The  laft 
accurate  returns  to  government  were  in  1774.  In  that  year, 
the  white  inhabitants  of  all  ages  and  kxcs  were  2,590,  and  the 
enflaved  negroes  37,808,  and  I  believe,  thdt  1 7,000  hogflieads 
of  fugar  of  fixteen  cwt.  arc  reckoned  a  good  faving  crop. 
Thi«,  as  one-half  the  canes  only  are  cut  annually,  is  about  a 
hogfliead  of  fugar  per  acre  for  each  acre  that  is  cut.  The  pro- 
duce of  1787  will  be  given  hereafter ;  and  I  believe  it  was  a  year 
more  favourable  to  Antigua,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  thaix 
to  any  other  of  the  Britifli  iflands  in  the  Wefl:  Indies. 

Antigua  is  divided  into  fix  pariflies  and  eleven  diftrlds,. 
and  contains  fix  towns  and  villages.  Saint  John's  (the  capital,} 
Parhara,  Falmouth,  Willoughby  Bay,  Old  Road,  and  James 
Fort ;  of  which,  the  two  firft  are  legal  ports  of  entry. — No  ifland, 
in  this  part  of  the  Weft  .Indies,  can  boaft  of  fo  many  excellent 
harbours.  Of  thefe,  the  principal  arc  Englifli  harbour  and 
Saint  John's,  both  well  fortified,  and  at  the  former,  the  Britifli 

government 
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B:  O  O  K    goverflfnemt  has  eftabU^d  a  iroy4  aafvy  y»d  tfad  ^uiboal^  :and 
in.       <conveBieQcies  &xc  careening  &ips  of  war* 

The  niilitary  eftabliflunent  generally  confiib  of  two  regi- 
•^ments  of  in£intry»  and  two  of  foot  militia*  There  ane  likewife 
a  fquadron  of  dragoons>  and  a  battalion  of  .artiUei^f  ho^  raiibd 
in  tlie  illand>  and  the  regulars  receive  additiooal  pfky,  as  in 
Jaipaica. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved^  that  the  governor  or  captain 
general  of  the  leeward  Charaibean  iflands,  althoi^h  direded  by 
his  inftrudions  tovifit  occaiionally  each  ifland  within  his  ^yera- 
ment^  is  generally  ibtionary  at  Antigua:  lie  is  chancellor  of  each 
ifland  by  his  ofEce,  but  conamonly  holds  the  ^ourt  iif  Antigua, 
and  in  hearing  and  determinii^  caufes  firom  the  .other  iHmdi, 
prefides  alone*  In  caufes  arlfing  in  Antigua,  he  is  ailiftod  by 
his  council,  after  the  pradice  of  Barbadoes  ^  and,  by  an  a(%  of 
Ae  afTembly  of  this  ifland,  confirmed  by  the  crown,  the  prefi-* 
d^nt  and  a  certain  number  of  the  council  may  determine  chan^ 
eery  caufes  during  the  abfence  of  the  governor  general.  The 
other  courts  of  this  ifland  are  a  court  of  king's  l)ench,  a  xroust 
of  common  pleas,  and  a  court  of  exchequer. 

The  legiflature  of  Antigua  is  compofed  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  a  council  of  twelve  members,  and  an  aflembly  of  twen^- 
five  ;  and  it  is  very  much  to  its  honour  that  kpreien ted  the  firft 
example  to  the  fiflrer  iflands  of  a  melioration  of  thexriminal  law 
wfpefting  negroe  flavcs,  by  giving  the  accufed;par|y  the4)eiiefit 
of  a  trial  by  jury :  and  allowing  in  the  cafe  of  xrapital  convictions 
four  days  between  the  time  of  featcnce  and  execution.     And 

^  it 
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itiis  ftill  mete  to  the  hooour  of  Antigua^  that  its  inhabitants  have  C  IT  A  P. 
jEorouxaged;  in  a  particular  maimer;  the  laudable  endeavours  of 
irertaiapiou^men^  who  have -undertaken^  from  the  pureft  and  beft 
imotivc^,  to  enlighten  the  .minds  of  the  negroes,  and  lead  them 
into  the  knowledge  of  religious  truth.  In  the  report  of  the 
ikvds  of  the  committee,  of  council  on  the  flave*trade,  is  an  ac- 
rcdunt  of  the  labours  of  the  ibciety  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Unitas  Tratrum  (conmionly  called  Moravians,)  in  this  iruly 
glorious  .piiriuit ;  iron!  which  it  appears  that  their  conduft  in 
^is  bufinefs  difplays .  fuch  found  judgment,  breathes  fuch  a 
•^ifit  of  genuine  chriftianity,  and  has  been  attended  with  fuch 
jcminent  fuccefs,  as  td  entitle  its  brethren  and  miffionaries  to  the 
mbft  &YOurable  reception  from  every  man  whom  the  accidents 
of  fortune  have  invefted  with  power  over  the  poor  Africans ; 
and  who  believes  (a3  I  hope  every  planter  believes)  that  they  arc 
-his  fellow  creatures^  and  of  equal  importance  with  himfelf  in 
the  eyes  of  an  all-^feeing  and  impartial  governor  of  the  univerfe. 
With  an  abridgment  of  that  account,  I  ihall  clofe  the  fubjedi: 
of  my  prefent  difcuifion.    It  is  as  foUows : 

'^  The  church  x>f  the  united  brethren  have,  ever  fince  the 
year  1732*  been  aftive  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  different  hea* 
then  nations  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  but  not  with  equal  fuc- 
ceTs  in  all  places.     The  method  here  defcribedj^  and  made  ufe 

^  of  by  the  miffionaries  of  the  faid  church,  in  leading  the  negro* 
flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies  to  the  knowledge  and  practice  of 

*  cfanftianity,  is  followed^  in  all  points  that  are  not  locals  in  all  the 

.  minions  of  the  brethren^  . 

Vol.  I.  3  M  AfTXR 
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After  maAy  years  unfuc^efsfid  kbonr^  txpoietact  hat 
Uught  th^n^  that  the  plain  teftunony  concerning  the  deadi  and 
paffion  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  together  with  its  oaufb 
and  happy  confeqnences,  delivered  by  a  looiflionafy  toddied 
with  an  experimental  fenfe  of  it^  k  the  fareft  way  of  didi^ten^ 
ing  the  benighted  minds  of  the  negroeSf  in  order  to  le^d  thnii 
afterwards  ftep  by  flep  loto  all  tnfth:  they  tlierefbrb  teake  it  a 
rule»  never  to  enter  into  an  esctenfive  difcuffibn  of  the  dodrines 
of  God'S  being  an  iaiintte  fpirity  of  the  holy  ^triiiity,  loc.  ijor 
to  feek  to  open  their  nnderftandinge  in  thofe  points,  ukififl  tbey 
believe  in  Jefus,  and  that  the  word  of  ^  cro&  has  proved  itv 
felf  the  power  of  God  unto  ialvatian,  by  the  true  conkrerfioh  of 
their  hearts.  .  Bofth  in  the  beginning^and  prognift  xji  tiktit  'm*- 
ftrttdions,  the  mifficnaries  endeavour  'to'  deliver  tliemfitiv^s  -as 
plainly  and  iiitelligibly  to  the  fkcaltiesdf  tl|eir  beiartrs'as  j|x>^ 
flble;  and  the  Lord  has  given  his  bleffingeven  to  tkemoft  un* 
learned*  that  went  forth  in  reliance  upon  him>  to  learn  the  di^ 
ficldt  languages  of  the  negroes,  io  as  to  attain  to  great  floency  in 
them :  one  great  difficulty  arifes^indeed  from  the  new  ideas  and 
words  neceifary  to  exprefs  the  divine  truths  to  be  introduced 
into  themj  but  even  this  has  beeft  fuitnoamed  throti^h .  Gbd's 
grate. 

•  «  • 

•Ab.it  i*  reqtiired  of  all  believers,  that  they  |9rovc  their  Aith 
hy  their  works  ^  the  brethren  teach,  that  no  habit  of  fin,  in  any 
land  Or  place,  nor  any  prevailing  cuftom  whatever^  can  be  ad« 
ixiitQedas  a  plea  for  a  behaviour  not  conformable  to  the  moral 
law  of  God,  given  unto  all  mankind:  upon  the  ful^metit  of  this, 
the  miflionaries  infift  every  where :  every  thing  that  is  ac- 
counted 
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c6uhtedikcentand:itktaaus  among  chriftiarts»  Islaculcated  ttito   CHAP, 
the  minds  of  the  people ;' drankenncfs^  adultery,  whoredom^     ^  ^^* 
^rcory^  theft>  anger .  and  rerenge,  and  all  other  works  of  the 
fleflif  as  eniuherModl  ^  our  Lord  asnd  his  ApoiUea  as  proceed- 
ing ftom  (he  hearty  being  plain  proofs  that  man  ig  either  un« 
qdnyerted^  or  again  fallen  wto  hcathenifm  and  idolatry,  it  fol- 
lows of  CQiirfe^  that  any  one  gitilty  of  thefe  thmgs  is  put  away 
fymx  dir  Gongregation;  andvndtrie^adnutted  before  a  true  and 
iincere  tepentance  is^pparent;  andithe  of&nce  done  away :  but 
it  lis  loot  fofficlent  t];HLt  the  Ulievers  iatiAain  ftomiopen  icandal,. 
diek  jMdtate  behaWotM' iin  dieir  &miHes/ ^a^  in  every  occur-* 
renee  of  Hfei  muft  evidence  a  4iorough  change  of  htert  and 
principles  t  indeed  the  bdkving  negroes  in  Antigua,  and  in- 
other  places  where  tfie  brctthteh  have  ni^ions,  are  fo  much' 
under  the  influence  of  their  mafters»  and  of  a  variety  t)f  trircum-' 
ftanees  that  attend  their  being  flaveSt  that  it  may  perhaps  feem 
more  difficult  to  efkSt  a  change  of  cuftbms  and  pradHces,  and' 
to  enforce  a  ftead^  chriftiari  .condud  in  all  cafes  amongft  them/ 
than  an:K>ngiV  free  heatfwns^;  and  yet  it  muft  be  owned,  to  the 
pr^ft  of  God^  dtat  this  is^  vifible  at  prefent  in  mihy  thou£md 

*  *  • 

cohvdrted  negroes; 

I- 
.  .  .  .     rf  • 

Tti  B  miffionaries,  however^  have  frequent  occafion  to  fee  with^ 
ferfow,  how  deeply  rooted  the  habit  of 'fin,  and  the  tendency' 
to  eJCGufe  it^  is  in  the  minds  of  the  negroes;  who,  when  uncon* 
vertedi  are  paf^ulariy  given  to  an  unbounded  gratification  of 
every  ienfual  loft^  but  im  thifr  vfe^-aeeount  it  becomes  the  more^ 
needful  to  watch»  and  not  to  fuffer  the  leaft  deviation  from  the 
right  pA^  to  rstiiMii'  iHine^ced  in  Uie  believers.    It  h«^  been 

3  M  a  before 
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B  O  O  IC    before  obfervec^  that  baptifm  is  admlnifteced  to  none,  biitto  fuch 
'^^     ^    in  whom  a  thorough  convcrfion  of  heart  is  already  perceivable^: 
As  foon  as  they  are  conlidercd  as  candidates  for  baptiiin^  they 
are  fubje£t  to  the  difcip£ne  of  the  'chitrdi,  by  which  if  they  of-^. 
fend>  and  private  admonitbn  .and  reproof  have  not  the  dclSred 
efiedty   they  are  excluded  £:xan  the  fisUowihip  of  the  re9:, 
though  they  may  attend  pubhc  fervice,  and  every  means  is  ftill 
&ithfttlly  applied  to  bring  them  back*;.  Thiis  a commtmicantr 
inciaie  of  an  oflSenco  given>  is  not  admitlad'to  the  Lard's  iup*i 
per.     This  difciplinc  has,  by  God's  bleiiing,  had  fo  good  an  ef^ 
&&f  that  many  a  belkyingmgrQ'v:6uU.' rather  ijiifi^r  tlMiievoieft* 
bodily  puniflunent  tbaq  inpur  ic.     If  rth^y  9osif$j&  thek  6»H  ftod: 
heartily  repent^  they  are  willingly^  aiid  vCor#Qg  to  the'j&^Ute. 
of  the  offence,  either  privatx^lyy  of  in  (he.  j^reicace  of  a  part  tm 
t})e  whx>le  of  the  congrjcg^tio^  re-^a^lmixi^  to  the  feUowi^p  of 
the  church*     The  believing  negroes'  are  not  ;fu6S^red  09  attend. 
any  where,  where  the  unconverted  qaeet  for  the  f^e  of  feafting, 
dancing,  gaming,  &c.  and  die  ufual  .pleaof  not.  entering  into  tliQ* 
finfulpart  of  thefe  diverfions,  is  never  admittecly  inafmuch  as  the 
leaA  ftep  towards  vice  and;iipmorality,  gftVpnilj,  j^ungos.  them 
by  degrees  into  grofs  (ins.     The  hankering  after;  ^  vain  tra^ 
ditions  of  their  forefathers,  is  confidered  as  a  falling  off  from 
that  love  to  the  Lord  Jefus  and  his  49^rines,  which  once 

prQmpte4  them  to  forfake  all  \mgpdlinefs,;ao4  devote  them^ 
felves  unto  God  j  and  if  they  periift  in  evil  ways^  the  fy^thr^, 
fulneis  due  to  the  reft  of  the  IJock  ;on  the  ,Wft  of  (he  mif^ 
fionaries  deoiands  their  feparationj^  left  jthey:^ua 


■        •    &  4   f  i         I 


The  polygamy  of  the  negroes  Im  ca^M  m  iv>^^  embdr-^. 
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laflment  to  the  miffionarics.     The  following  is  a  (hort  account    c  H  A  p* 
of  the  brethrens  manner  of  treating  them  in  this  particular :         IV. 
When  a  negro  man  or  woman  applies  as  above  defcribed,  to  be 
baptised  or  received  into  the  congregation,  ftridt  enquny  is 
made  concerning  every  circumftance  attending  his  or  her  fitua- 
tidn  and  connexions  in  life.     If  it  is  found  that  a  man  has  more 
than  one  wife,  the  queftion  arifcs,  how  the  brethren  have  to  ad- 
vife  him  in  this  particular:    St.  Paul  fays,  '•  if  any  brother  hath 
a  wife  that  believeth  not,  and  that  is  yet  an  heathen,  and  fhe  be 
pleafed  to  dwell  with  him,  let  him  not  put  her  away,"  r  Cor. 
7«  21'  J  but  igain  he  lays,  ^'  a  bifhop  muft  be  blamelefs,  the 
hoiband  of  one  wife,'*    i  Tim.  3.  2.     We  read  of  no  further 
precept  in  the  holy  fcripturcs  concerning  this   fubjedlj  the 
brethren  therefore  were  of  ojpinion,  that  the  miffionaries  ihould 
keep  ftriSly  to  the  following  refblutions : 

I.  That  they  could  not  compel  a  man>  who  had>  be- 
fore his  coBverfion^  taken  more  than  one  wife»  to  put  away 
one  or  more  of  them,  without  her  or  their  confent. 

II«  But  yet^  that  they  could  not  appoint  fuch  a  map  ta 
be  a  helper  or  fervant  in  the  church ;  and 

III.  That  a  man'  who  believeth  in  Chrift^  if  he  marryr 
ihould  take  only  one  wife  in  marriage,  and  that  he  is  bound  to 
keep  himfelf  only  to  that  woman,  till  death  parts  them. 

The  inflances  that  a  man  has  three  wives  are  fevr ;  all  mif^ 
trefles  muft  of  courfe  be  put  away  without  exception ;  befides 
this^  the  miffionaries  loie  no  opportunity  of  inculcating  into  the 
minds  of  the  married  people,  how  to  walk  in  this  ftate  conform^ 

able 
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BOOK  able  Ca  the  rules  laid  down  in  holy  writ»  and  ^vety  ^9Wl^i\Q9^ 
^^^'  from  them  is  feverely  cenfured.  If  any  baptized  i9%n.  l^v<^  hi$, 
wife,  and  takes  anothpr,  and  takes  one  or  naore  wiy^es  b^df  s  cHq' 
iixily  or  in  cafe  he  has  had  two^  and  onp  dies,  a^d  he  ^bfHildj 
rnarry  another,  he  is  excluded  the  fellowfhip  of  the  churdi,^ 
Neither  can  the  brethren  admit  of  the  l^ea^nifl^  cuflpiQs  |i), 
courting  a  wife,  but  they  expert,  that  in  c^e  a  believer  wiHi  tQ^, 
niarry,  he  do  aU  things  in  a  decent  and  chriiUaa  manpef  :.4t  i^ 
of  courfe  expedted  that  all  baptized  parents  ed^^jg  l&!$jr  clxil-?. 
dren  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  {hewifg^tbenvagpq^^e;^}!}^!^^  || 
by  a  iale  of  negroes  by  audbn^  or  in  aivf  fffh^  ii^r,  Y^v^^ 
are  torn  from  their  hufbands^  or  huftiaiyls  frpfi^.the^  WW^^  ffiyji 
carried  off  to  diilant  iflands,  though  the  brethren  49  OQt  advljf  r. 
yet  they  cannot  hinder  a  reguVy:  Il^f  riggft  W^tH:  awl^ 
efpecially,  if  a  family  of  young  chfldr^  or  ot^r  oprgim^npf^ji 
feem  to  render  an  helpmate  neceiTary  ^  and,  as  is  mofUy  the  c^e, 
no  hopes  remain  of  the  former  ever  returning,  A  certificate  o^ 
baptifm  is  given  to  every  baptized  negro,  that. mufl  thus  leave 
the  congregation  i  and  there  have  been  inftances,  that  by  their 
godjy  walk  arid  converiatiQn  in.  diftant  pam,  thejit^  hax«  caused 
others  to  hearken  to  their  wocd  and  belkvic^ 

Thouoh  all  the  above  ii^junftions  are  of  fuch  a.  n^jpfo,  tha<^ 
they  not  only  war  againft  their  heatheniilf  prppfoAti^^  hMt 
even  againfl  what  fome  might  call  excufable  ihdulgencies ;  yet 
it  is.  4  faift,.that  at  thi^  preic^it  tifpe,,  ^9^9.  t]^o|ifaD4  ^figt^^ 
in  AnJigqa,  and  othqr  i%pdfi,,  iubfl^it.  tp  ^pcn,  w?tj>,  ijfijyiigr. 
pei5, 

Thb 
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l^mnkuaifei  of  cotnrcrted  Nk^  flaves  under  tSifls  ore  of  t  k  A  f . 

In  Antigua,  exadly  -  -  -  5*465 
In  St.  Kitt's,  a  new  miffion,  -  -»  80 
In  Barbadoes  and  Janiaica,  about  -  1 00 
In  St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix,  and  St. 

Jan,  about       •         -         •      10,000 
in  Surinam,  about  «        »  400 


StiLL  living  in  the  WeftlndiesandSurinam  16,045  as  nearly 
as  can  be  aicertained  from  the  latefl  accounts  / "" 


IPHMW 


Section   IV. 
MONTSERRAT. 

OF  this  little  ifland,  neither  the  extent  nor  the  impdrtance 
demands  a  very  copious  difcuflion.  It  was  difcovered  at  the  fame 
time  with  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  derived  its  name  from  a  fup- 
poied  refemblance  which  Columbus  perceived  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  to  a  mountain  of  the  &me  name  near  Bai^celona.. 

The  name  was  all  that  was  beflowed  upon  it  by  the  Spaniards. 
Like  Nevis,  it  was  firft  planted  by  a  fmall  colony  from  St.^ 
Chriftopher's,  detached  in  1632  from  the  adventurers  under 
Warner.     Their  feparation  appears  indeed  to  have  been  partly 

3  .occafioned 
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ocoaiioned  by  local  iattachoieiits:  imd  TcUgious  diilbnfiens  i 
which  rendered  their  fituation  id;  St*  Cbriftc^pbtf  *9  lutcsify^beiAg 
chiefly  natiyes  of  Ireland,  of  the  Romifh  perfuafion.  The  £tme 
caufes,  however,  operated  to  "^the  augmentation  of  their  num- 
bers; for  fo  many  perFons  of  the  (d^mc  country  and  religion 
adventured  thither  foon  afler  the  firft  fettlement,  as  to  create 
a  white  population  which  it  has  nevei-  lince  pofleiTed ;  if  it  be 
true,  as  ailerted  by  Oldmixbn,  that  at  the  ehd  of  fixteen  years 
there  were  in  the  ifland  upwards  of  one  thoufand  white  ia« 
milies,  conflltuting  a  militia  of  three  hundred  and  iixty  effe^ve 
men. 

The  civil  hiflory  of  this  little  ifland  contains  nothing  very 
remarkable..  It  was  invaded  by  a  French  force  in  17129  and 
fuflered  fo  much  from  the  depredations  of  that  armanaent,  that 
an  article  was  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  for  appointing 
commifliioners  to  enquire  into  the  damages ;  which  however 
were  not  made  good  to  the  fufierers.  It  was  again  invaded,  and 
with  moft  of  the  other  iflands  captured  by  the  French  in  the 
late  war,  and  reftored  with  the  reft. 

'  Nothing  therefore  remains  but  to  fumifh  the  reader  with 

*  » 

an  account  of  its  prefent  ftate  in  refpeft  of  cultivation,  pro* 
duftions,  and  exports. 

'  MoNTSERR  AT  is  about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  as  maqy 
in  breadth,  and  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  thirty  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  of  which  almoft  two  thirds  are  very  mountainous, 
or  very  barren.     The  land  in  cultivation  is  appropriated  nearly 

as 
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u  kXkms.  In  fugar,  fix  thouikiid  acres :  In  coHxm^  provifiofis^  CHAP. 
and  pailunge»  two  thoufand  eadi*  None  other  of  the  tropical  ^^ 
ftaples  are  ndied.  Its  average  crop  from  1784  to.  17889  w^e 
2»737  hogiheads  of  fugar  of  iixteen  hundred  weight,  i»io7  pun* 
cheons  of  Rum»  and  275  bales  of  cotton.  The  exports  of 
1787,  and  their  value  at  the  London'  market,  will  be  feen  in  a 
table  annexed  to  this  chapter.  They  are  produced  by  the  labour 
of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  whites,  and  about  ten*  thou^ 
fiuid  negroes. 

The  government  is  adminiflered  in  this,  as  in  the  other  iifaukU^ 
by  a  legiflature  of  its  own,  under  the  captain  general.  The 
council  confifls  of  fix  members,  and  the  aflembly  of  eight,  two 
from  neb  of  the  four  diftrids  into  which  it  is  divided ;  and  the 
proportion  which  Mpntferrat  contributes  to  tl^  ialary  of  the 
captain  general  is  £.  400  ^  annumk 


/   Section   V. 
VIRGIN     ISLANDS. 

OF  the  Virgin  Iflands  I  htve  £>  few  pardcttkrs  to  comma- 
Aicate,  that  I  fear  the  reader  wiQ  accufe  me  of  inattention  or 
idlciiefs  in  my  refearches.  I  have,  however,  foUcited  informa- 
tion of  thofe  who  I  thought  were  moft  likely  to  afibrd  it  j  but 
if  my  edquine^  were  not  flighted,  my  cxpcdations  were  not  gra- 

V«L.  I.  3  N  tified. 
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B*  O/  aK-  tgiedl  EV«it^  in^  a-  lak :  hiilbrfeat^^lGCourrt  by  Mn  Sucfellngv  the 
^*-  .  chief  juftic?e  of  rfiefe  iflsmds,  1-  ftiS^  b«<f  litdfe  dfi  wlifeh  I  can 
aVftil  myfelf.'  ft'  fur  nifties  no  ^particulars  coneepmng^fRdir  ex*- 
tenti  «hw  *cuftiy atiott,  op  thciir  commerce;  It  is-  filtat^a^  to.  the 
rtamber  of  their  prefent  EnglifliMohabi*a«ts^  Theauthwii 
feveti  mifinformcd^  ae  to*  the  oi'igin  of  their  prefent  imrncr  for 
he-fuppofes  that' it  wasbcftowed  upon  them'  in  i5^&0i  by  85r 
Prancia  Drake,  in»honourof  QUeen  Elizabedl;  but  the  fk€t  i% 
that  thefe  iflands  were  named  Las  Virgines,  by  Colombju^him*^ 
fclf,  who  difcovered  them  in  1493,  ^^^  8^^^  them  this  appella- 
tion* vr^  aHufion  to*  a*^  wclP  fcnown  legend'  in^tKe  Komiflli  ritual. 

'  TttE^  Spaniards  rf  thofe-  days;  however,  tfroughr  them  un- 
wott!iy  cif  further  notice;  "  A  century  afterwards  (1596)  they 
wete  vi/fted'b/ the  earl  of  Cumberland,  in  his  way  to  the  attack 
of  Porto  Rico,  and  the  Hiftorian  of  that  voyage  caHs  theni 
•*  a  knot  of  little  iflands  wholly  uninhabited,  fandy,  barren, 
**  and  craggy/'  The  whole,  group,  may  comprehend  about 
forty  iflands,  iflots,  and  keys,  and  they  are  divided  at  pre- 
fent between  the  Englifli,  the  Spaniards,  and  Danes.  The 
Englifli  hold  Tor  tola,,  and  Virgin  Gorda /'^  A  Jofvan  Dykes, 
Guana  Ifle^  Beef  and  Thatch  Iflands,  Anegada,  Nichar,  Prickly 
Pear,  Camai»*s^  Ginger;  Cooper's,  Salt  IfiAnd*;^  Fttet's  Ifland, 
and  feveral  others  of  little  value.  The  Danes  poflefs  St.. 
Thamsaiy  i»ith-aboUt  ttvel^'  finalkr  iflands  dependent*  thereon,, 
andidie-  Spaniards-  d^skeet  <Skskt  Iflktidi  the  Green  W  Serpent 
lOndv  die  Tcopic  Ke^Ffif^  and  Great  and  Little-  Paf]ige; 
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The  iurft  pafleiTors  offuch  of  \thGk  'iflmdc  m  riiow  hthmg 
:to  the  firiti(h  gosrarhment,  vrere  a  party  of  JDutch  Bucaniecs 
who  fijp^  themfelyes  at  Tortola.(in  what  year  is  not  recorded) 
.and  builtia  fort  there  for  their  protedlion.  la  't666,  they  vrctc 
diriYcn  out  hy  aikronger  party  of  the-  fame  adventurers^  yNha^ 
calling  .themfelvess  £nglifh>  pretended  to  take,  poffcffion  >fbr  the 
crown  of  .£ngland>  and  the  Englifh  monaroh,  if  he  did  .not 
commiflion -t^  enterprize,  made  no  fcruple  to  claim  tthe  benefit 
!of  it;  £>r  Tortok  ^and  its  dependencies .  were  icon  afterwsards 
ttinosod  Jto  the  Leeward  Jfland  gQ¥»mment>  in  a  commiHion 
fpranted  by  ^Kiog  diarks  II*  to  Sir  WtUiam  «^tepl«tO0t  aaidJ 
ifadieTc  tliat  the  Engliih  tide  -Jns  ittixitined  oimmpeaehed  jfrom 
ihat  tioie  totbis,  .         . 

TittE  DuU^had\  niadcihtitvtitde  progrefs  lin  cultimting'the 
^Gftintry  \wiien  they  were.  expeUed^fromTorkDlai;  and  ihexhidf 
merit  xjf  uts  iubftqiient  improvments  wvas  rsfenred  for  fbme 
Bnglifh  iatlsrs  from  .the  little,  ifland  of .  Anguilk,  who,  about  ^ 
century  paft^  embarked  with  their  families  »and  \fettled  in  the 
Virgin  Iflands.  Their  wants  were  few,  and  .their  government 
Ample  and  unexpenii ve.  The ileputy  .gorernor,  with: a^fiouncil 
nominated  from  among  themielv^s,  lejoercifed  both  the  ilqgiik-* 
asve^add  judiciaLauthorhy,  ddscmining  in  a  fimsmary  manncf, 
swtthont.a  juny:^  ^dlqusftiaQa  betWeim  .fubjsdfc  and  fubjeAj  and 
os^tottaxes^  diere  ieem>to  jiare  ^besncnoacilaid:  when  money 
wasiflbfolutely  neceiTaiy ibripublic  lih, .it  was.iaifed^  I. believe 
by'volnntai^  eontributioa, 

"J 
..  iUhaek  iufih»a  iy&em,  k  was  ^mpdlfflUe  r that  <the/ colony 

3  N  2  ..  could 
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could  attain  to  much-importance.  It  wanted  the  advantage  of 
Englifli  capitals ;  but  credit  is  fparingly  given  where  payment 
cannot  eaiily  be  enforced.  The  inhabitants  therefore,  whbfe 
numbers  in  1 756,  amounted  to  1,263  whites^  and  6,1 21  blacks, 
reafonably  hoped  to  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  &fker 
iilands,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  perfeA  civil  government,  and 
conftitutional  courts  of  juftice  among  them ;  but  in  this  ex«> 
pedlation  th^  were  not  gratified  until  the  ytear  1773*  In  that 
year,  they  prefented  an  humble  petition  to  the  captain  general 
of  the  Leeward  Ifland  governnient,  requefling  hisexoeOeacy  to 
unite  with  them  in  an  applicatibn  to  his  Majefty,  for  permilSion 
to  eleSt  an  ailembly  of  repreientatives  out  of  the  fiieeholders  and 
planters,  in  order  that  fuch  aflembly,  with  the  governor  and 
council,  might  frame  proper  laws  for  their  peace,  welfare^  and 
good  goveriunent ;  paging  tbemftfoeu  ^  l^^^t  cq^i  to  grant  to 
bis  Majejly^  his  behrs  and  Juccejors,  an  tmpt^  of  four  and  a 
half  per  centum ^  in  Jpecie^  upon  all  goods  and  commodities  the 
growth  of  thefe  i/lands^  fmilar  to  that  which  was  paid  in  the 
other  Leeward  IJlands. 

.  TdEiR  application  (thus  fweetened)  proved  iuccefsfuL  It 
was  iignified  to  them  that  his  Majefty,  fully  confidering  the 
peribns,  circumftances,  and  condition  of  his  faid  Virgin  liknd^ 
and  the  necefiity  there  was,  firom  the  then  fliate  of  their  culture 
and  inhabitancy,  that  (bme  adequate  and  perfect  form  of  civil 
government  fhould  be  eAablifhed  therein ;  '^  and  finally  trufting 
^'  that  his  £iithful  fubjedts  in  his  faid  Virgin  Iflands,  who 
'*  fhould  compofe  the  new  affembly,  would,  as  the  firft  a£t  of 
'^  legiflation,  cheerfully  make  good  the  engagement  of  granting 

JL  **   to 
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to  his  Majeify»  his  heirs  and  fucccflbrs,  the  impofl  of  four   CHAP. 

and  a  half  per  ceatum,  on  all  the  produce  of  the  Virgin         ^^' 
^  lilands,  to  be  raifed  and  paid  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  four 

and  a  half  per  centum  is  made  payable  in  the  other  Lee^ 

ward  IJlands^'  did  caufe  his  royal  pleafure  to  be  iignified  to 
the  governor  in  chiefs  that  he  fhould  iiTue  writs  in  his  Majeily's 
name,  for  convening  an  aflembly  or  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
who,  together  with  a  council,  to  be  compofed  of  twelve 
perfons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  for  that  purpo/e, 
might  frame  and  pafs  fuch  laws  as  fhould  be  neceffary  for 
the  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  faid  Iflands^ 

Accordingly,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1773,  the  gover- 
nor in  chief  of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  in  obedience  to  his  Ma* 
jefty's  orders,  iilued  a  proclamation  for  convening  an  ailembly 
or  houie  of  reprefentatives  of  the  Virgin  Iflands,  who  met  on 
the  id  of  February  following,  and  very  honourably  complied 
with  their  engagement  to  the  crown ;  the  very  firil  a£t  pafled 
by  them  bemg  the  grant  before  mentioned  of  four  and  a  half  per 
centum,  on  the  produce  of  the  colony  for  ever.  They  after- 
wards pafled  a  grant  of  j^.  400  currency  per  annum,  as  their 
proportion  towards  the  &lary  of  the  governor  general*. 

Such  was  the  price  at  which  the  Virgin  Iflands  purchafed 
the  eftabUflunent  of  a  conftitutional  legiflature.  If  it  be  dif- 
ficult to  reconcile  this  precedent  with  the  dodrines  which  have 
been  maintained  in  the  cafo  of  G^rnada,  it  may  perhaps  be  iaid 
(as  I  believe  the  fa^  was)  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
were  unapprifed  of  the  rights  which  they  inherited  as  Britifli 

fubjedsy, 
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S  O  O  K   fubjeSts,  when  they  .Yoluntorily  propcfcd  to  Aibjeft  themf^lve^ 
III.         gnd  their  pofterit^  to  the  tax  in  queflion  for  permiffion  to  en«> 
joy  them;  and  their  pofterity:  may  perhaps  difpate  the  authority 
which  their  forefathers  exercifed  on  this  occafion, 

.  The  chiefs  and  almoft  the  only  ftaple  produAions  of  theie 
iilandsare  f agar  and  cotton.  Of  the  quantity  of  knd  appropriated 
to  the  cultivation  of  either^  I  have  no  account^  nor  can  I  venture 
even  to  guefs,  at the^quantity  of <unimpro^ed  landwhich  may yctt 
be  brought  into  cultivation :  the  exports  of  1787  will  prefendy 
be  given^  and  I  have  only  to  add»  that  they  were  raifed  by  tbto 
labour  of  about  one  thoufand  two  hundred  whites^  and  nine 
thouiand  blacks* 


HAVING  fo  far  treated  df  the  leveral  iflands which 
<DriAitute  what  is  calldd  the  »Deeward  Ifland  ^Government,  as 
3^y-iknddl(lind<from 'each  other,  Iclofc  my  account,  a:s -in 
•former  cafes,  wl(h  an  ^uthttntrc  Table  of  their.  Returns  for  17875 
«fter  'which,  I  flwill, .  as  propofed^  offer  a  'few  obfervations  on 
circumflanees  Which  are  conroion^to  themj^H, 


An 
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IN  furveying  thefe  iflands  coMe&ively,  the  circumftance 
that  firil  prefents  itfelf  to  notice  is  the  burthen  of  the  four  and 
half /^r  centum  on  their  exported  produce,  to  which  they  are 
all  fubjedl  equally  with  Barbadoes,  and  which,  though  granted 
by  their  own  aiTemblies,  was  in  moft  other  cafes,  as  well  as  the 
Virgin  iflands,  the  price  of  a  conititutional  legiflature,  and  a 
communication  of  the  common  privileges  of  Britiih  fubje£ts« 

It  would  without  doubt  be  iktisfadory  to  the  reader  to  be 
fumiflied  with  an  account  of  the  net  produce  of  this  duty,  and 
the  particulars  of  its  difpofal ;  but  no  fuch  information^  to  my 
knowledge,  has  of  late  years  been  given  to  the  public.  The 
kft  return  that  I  am  poflfefled  of,  is  dated  fb  long  ago  as  the  year 
1735.  From  thence  it  appears,  diat  the  whole  money  coUofted 
on  account  of  this  duty,  both  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  in  twenty*one  years,  (from  Chriftmas  171 3  to  Chriftmas 
1734)  amounted  to  JT.  326,529. 2x.  31/ 1.  fterling,  of  which  it  is 
ihameful  to  relate  that  no  more  than  >^«  140,032.  13/.  ^4^1. 
was  paid  into  the  Britiih  Exchequer ;  upwards  of  JT.  80,000 
having  been  retained  in  the  Iflands  for  the  charges  of  colled^- 
ing,  and  jC«  105,000  more,  expended  in  Gn^t  Britain  in  the 
pa}rment  of  freight,  duties,  commiflions,  fees  of  office,  and 
other  claims  and  deductions  ffj. 

(f)  Some  years  after  this,  a  new  mode  of  colle£Ung  the  duties  was,  I  believe, 
adopted,  which  rendered  the  tax  more  produ<%ve  to  government. 

From 
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From  the  net  money  paid  into  the  exchequer  on  account  of  CHAP, 
this  duty,  the  Governor  General  of  thefe  iflands  receives  a  falary  IV. 
of  JT.  1,200  fterling  (exclufive  of  the  feveral  fums  granted  him 
by  the  colonial  affemblies  fgj  )  and  I  believe  that  falaries 
are  allowed  from  the  fame  fund  to  the  lieutenant  general,  and  the 
feveral  lieutenant  governors.  I  have  been  informed  too,  that 
the  governors  of  the  Bahama  and  Bermudas  iflands  are  like  wife 
paid  out  of  this  duty.  The  balance  which  remains,  after  thefe 
and  fome  other  dedudions  are  made,  is  wholly  at  the  king's 
difpoiaL 

But  it  is  impoffible  not  to  obferve,  that  almoft  all  the  iflands 
within  this  government,  as  well  as  Barbadoes,  have  been,  for 
many  years  paft,  progreflively  on  the  decline ;  and  it  is  therefore 
probable  that  the  prefent  net  produce  of  this  duty  is  not  more 
than  fufficient  to  defray  the  feveral  incumbrances  with  which 
it  is  loaded.  The  negroes  indeed  have  been  kept  up,  and  even 
augmented,  by  purchafe,  becaufe,  as  the  lands  have  become  im» 
poveriihed,  they  have  required  a  greater  expence  of  labour,  to 
make  them  any  way  produ(Sive ;  but  as  the  returns  have  not 
encreafed  in  the  fame  degree,  nothing  could  have  iaved  the 
planters  from  ruin,  but  the  advanced  price  of  fugar  in  the  mar- 
kets of  Europe. 

It  appears  from  authentic  accounts  laid  before  parliament^ 

(l)  Thefe  grants  arc  as  follow:  Antigua  and  St.  Chriftopher's  ^.looo 
currency  each.  Nevis  £.  400.  Montferrat  £.  400.  Virgin  Iflands  £.  400. 
The  ufual  rate  of  exchange  is  165  per  cent.  Thefe  fums  therefore,  added  to 
£.  1200  fterling,  paid  out  of  the  exchequer,  make  his  whole  falary  )C-3<^^  ^f* 
ling  per  annum* 

Vol.  L  3  O  that 
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BOOK  ^^^^  ^^^  import  of  fugar  into  Great  Britain  from  all  the  Bri« 
UL  tifh  Wefl  Indies  ( Janmica  excepted)  has  decreafed,  in  the  coiuie 
of  twenty  years,  from  3,762>8o4  cwt.  to  ^,56^228  cwt.  (^) 
The  difference  in  value,  at  a  medium  |M:ice,  -cannot  be  lefs  than 
j^.  400^000  fterling»  and  it  will  be  found  to  have  fitUenichiefly  on 
thofe  iilands,  which  are  fubjed:  to  the  du^  in  queftion;  to  the 
cfFedts  of  which,  therefore,  the  deficiency  muft  be  chiefly 
attributed  :  for  being  laid,  not  on  the  k»id,  but  on  the  produce 
of  the  land,  it  operates  as  a  tax  on  induftry,  and  a  penalty 
which  falls  heaviefl:  on  the  man  who  contributes  moil  to  aug-> 
ment  the  wealth,  commerce,  navigation,  and  revenues  of  the 
mother  country.  It  is  iconiklered  ^y  the  planters  stf  e2]iul  to 
tea  per  cent,  on  tbe  net  produce  of  their  eftates  for  ei^er# 
Under  fuch  a  burtheot  which,  while  it  oppcdies  ^e  ccdoaieSj 
yields  a  profit  of  no  gieat  coiafideisMian  to  the  CFOwn^  they  have 
been  unable  to  ftand  a  competition  with  the  Biitiih  jpJanters 
in  ^  other  iflands  ^and  Jaave  been  flill  .BK>re  dcprefibd  by  the 
rapid  growth  and  extenfive  opulence  t)f  ^e  French  coknues  in 
their  ne^hbourhood.  Thus  a  check  ^as  bden  :^ven  to  the 
fpicit  of  improvement,  and  much  of  thai  land  wtnch,  though 
fomewhat  impoverifhed  by  long  cultrvatioo,  would  ftijyi,  with 
the  aid  of  manure,  contribiate  g;reatly  to  the  general  retiims,  is 
abandoned,  becaufe  the  produce  of  thepooreft  foil,  4s  tasBed  as 
high  as  that  of  the  moft  fertile. 

To  the  lofs  arifing  from  a  decreafe  of  produce,  accompanied 
with  an  increafe  of  contingent  expences,  muft  be  added  the 
ruinous  effects  of  capture  in  the  late  American  war.     Thse  da* 

(V)  fidng  tbe  aTerage  of  two  periods,  the  firft  from  T772  to  If75>the  fecofid 
from  1788  CO  1792. 

4  images 
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mages  fuftained  in  St.  Chriftepher's  alone,  by  De  Grqffes*s  in- 
vafion  in  1782,  from  the  deftrudion  of  negroes  and  cattle,  and  the 
burning  of  the  canes,  were  eftimated  at  ^.  1 60,000  fterling,  which 
fum  was  made  up  to  the  fufFerers  by  a  poll-tax  on  the  (laves,  of 
nolefs  than  forty  fhillings.  The  annual  taxes  for  defraying  the 
current  charges  of  their  internal  governments,  in  all  the  iflands, 
are  alfo  exceedingly  burthenfome ;  befides  parifh  taxes  for  the 
repair  of  the  roads,  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  and  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor. 

But,  under  all  thefe  and  the  other  difcouragements  which 
are  felt  by  die  proprietors,  the  wealth  which  (till  flows  from  thefe 
little  dependencies  into  the  mother  country,  muft  fill  every  re- 
fleding  mind  with  furprife  and  admiration.  An  extent  of  cultir 
vated  territory^  not  equal  to  one-tendi  part  of  the  county  of 
Effex,  adding  yearly  one  million  and  a  half  to  the  national  in- 
come, is  a  circumftance  diat  demonftrates  beyond  aH  abftraft 
reafoning,  the  vaft  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  having 
fugar  iflands  of  her  own.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  both  amufing 
and  inftrudtive  to  confider  how  little  the  prefent  returns  from 
thefe  iflands  are  anfwerable  to  the  hopes  and  expedadons  of 
their  firft  European  poflfeflTors ;  or  rather  it  aflfbrds  ah  animated 
illuftration  of  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  which  frequently 
renders  the  foUies  and  weakneflfes  of  man  productive  of  good. 
The  firft  Englirti  adventurers  were  influenced  wholly  by  the 
hopes  of  opening  a  golden  fountain,  fimilar  to  that  which  was 
flowing  from  Peru  and  Mexico  into  Spain.  The  nation  was 
told  of  countries  where  the  mountains  were  compofed  of  dia- 
monds, and  the  cides  built  wholly  of  ingots  of  gold.     Such 

30a  were 
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BOOK  were  the  dreams  of  Cabot,.  Frobifhcr,  and  Gilbert,  and  it  is  a 
^*  ^  kmentable  difplay  of  the  power  of  avarice  on  the  human  nrind, 
to  behold  the  wife  and  learned  Raleigh  bewildered  in  the  fame 
folly  !  Experience  has  at  length  correfted  this  frenzy,  and 
Europe  is  now  wife  enough  to  acknowledge  that  gold  andj&lver 
have  only  an  artificial  and  relative  value  5.  that  induftry  alone  is 
real  wealth,  and  that  agriculture  and  commerce  are  the  great 
fburccs  of  national  profperity,. 

The  produce  of  thefe  iffands  however,  though  of  fuch  value 
to.  the  mother  country,  is  raifedat  anexpence  to  the  cultivator, 
which  perhaps  is  not  equalled  in  any  other  purfuit,  in  any 
country  of  the  globe.  It  is  an  cxpence  too,  that  is  permanent 
and  certain ;  while  tlie  returns  are  more  variable  and  fluftuatr- 
ing  than  any  others  owing  to  calamities,  to  which  thefe  coun-? 
tries  are  expofed,  both  from  the  hands  of  God  and  man^and  it  is 
mournful  to  add,  that  the  felfifh  or  miftaken  policy  of  man  is 
fometimes  moredeftrudlive  than  even  the  anger  of  Omnipotence ! 

At  the  time  that  I  write  this,  the  humanity  of  the  Britifh 
nation  is  tremblingly  alive  to  the  real  or  fiftitious.  diflreffes  of 
the  African  labourers  in  thefe  and  the  other  iflands  of  the  Weft 
Indies  :     And  the  holders  and  employers  of  thofc  people  feem 

to  be  marked  out  to  the  public  indignation  for.  profcription  and 

•  * 

ruin.  So  ftrong  and  univerfal  a  fympathy  allows  no  room  for  the 
fober  exercife  of  reafon,  or  it  would  be  remembered,  that  the 
condition  of  that  unfortunate  race,  muft  depend  greatly  on  the 
condition  and  circumftances  of  their  owners.  Oppreffion  to- 
wards the  principal,  will  be  felt  with  double  force  by  his  dcr 

pendants^. 
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pendants,  and  the  blow  that  wounds  the  mafter,,  will  extermi-     CHAP. 
Bate  the  Have.  .     ^^* 

The  propriety  of  thefe  remarks  will  be  feen  in  fubfequent 
parts  of  my  work,  when  I  come  in  courfe  to  treat  of  the  flavc 
trade  and  flavery ;  and  to  confider  the  commercial  fyftem  of 
Great  Britain  towards  her  Weft  Indian  dependencies^  of  which 
I  have  now  compleated  the  catalogue.  Here  then  I  might 
clofe  the  third  book  of  my  hiftory,  but  it  has  probably  occurred 
to  the  reader,  that  I  have  omitted  the  two  governments  of 
Bahama  and  Rerfnudas ;  fij  to  which  indeed  it  was  my  intention, 
when  I  began  my  work,  to  appropriate  a  diftindt  chapter.  Aa 
examination  of  my  materials'  has  induced  me  to  alter  my  pur- 
pofe  ;  finding  my felf  pofleiTed  of  fcarce  any  memorials  concern-- 
ing  the  civil  hiftory  of  thofe  iflands,  that  are  not  given  in  the 
numerous  geographical  treatifes  with  which  die  (helves  of  the 
bookiellers  are  loaded.  To  repeat  therefore  what  may  be  found 
in  books  that  are  always  at  hand>  wck  to  manifeft  difreipeft  to 
tlie  reader,  and  difregard  to  myfelf.  Of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Bahama  iflands,  I  need  not  be  afhamed  to  acknowledge  my 
ignorance,  inafmuch  as  even  the  lords  of  the  conmiittee  of 
council  for  the  af&irs  of  trade  and  plantations,  were  unable  to 
obtain  fatisfadory  information  concerning  it.  To  their  lord- 
ihips  enquiries  as  to  the  extent  of  territory  in  thofe  iflands,-—^ 
the  quantity  of  land  in  cultivation,-~the  number  of  white 

(i)  I  have  alfo  pafled  over  unnoticed  the  final!  iflands  of  Anguilla  and  Bar« 
buda,  as  being  of  too  little  importance  to  merit  particular  defcription.    The 
former  belongs  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  Government;  the  latter  is  the  private  pro*- 
pertj  of  the  Codrington  family. 

X  inbabitants^^f-^ 
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inhabitants, — produdlions  and  exports.  See.  the  only  anfwer  th^t 
could  be  obtained  from  the  Governor  was  this,  tikU  if  was  impof- 
jibleto  afcertain  any  of  thofe particulars  atprefent.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, from  the  teftimony  of  other  perfons,  that  thefe  ifknds  in 
general  are  rocky  and  barren ;  that  the  only  article  cultivated  for 
expc^-tation  is  cotton,  of  which  the  medium  export  is  fifteen 
hundred  bags  of  two  cwt. ;  that  the  inhabitants  (who  in  1 773 
confiiled  of  two  thoufand  and  fifty- two  whites,  and  two  thou- 
iand  two  htindred  and  forty-one  blacks)  have  been  of  late  years 
confiderably  augmented  by  emigrants  from  North  America; 
but  of  their  prefent  numbers  no  precife  account  is  given. 

CongbrAing  Bernradas,  Gdwrttor  B^wn  is  more  explidt.^ 
From  his  anfwers  to  thmr  Lofdfhips  queries,  it  appears  that 
they  comwn  from  twelve  to  thirtten  tbotifiufid  aeres  of  very 
foot  kndv  of  which  nine  parts  io  ten  are  either  uncultivated,  or 
referved  in  wodds  for  thft  fupplying  of  timber  for  buildittg 
fini^ilkipB^  iloops,  and  fiaalbps  for  &rle ;  this  being  id  trudi  the 
jHriacipal  occupation  and  employoient  of  the  infhabifiMts;  and 
^  vefiiels  which  they  fiirnifh^  bcmg  buflt  of  eedar,  art  light, 
buc^mt^  and  unexpenfi  ve. 

Op  l^e  land  inxukivatioii,  no  part  was  aj^opriated  fo  any 
otbefr  pUtpofe  than  that  of  raifing  Indian  C0mf  and  elbulent 
roots  add  vegotaUes  (of  whkh  a  confideiabk  ftipply  is  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indian  lilands)  until  the  year  1785,  when  the  growth 
of  eotten  was  ittenopted,  but  with  no  great  fuccefs,  there  not 
being  at  prefent  more  than  two  liundied  acies  a|>plied  in  this 
line  of  culture. 

Thb 
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The  number  of  white  people  of  all  ages  in  Bermudas  is  five    CHAP* 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-two ;  of  blacks  four  thoufand    ^  jy^ 
nine  hundred  and  nineteen  fij. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  lands  become  lefs  fertile  as  we  re* 
cede  from  the  tropics,  and  were  there  not,  as  there  certainly  is, 
an  unaccountable  propeniity  in  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  to 
underrate  what  they  have  in  actual  pofTeflion,  it  would  require 
but  little  effort  to  convince  the  public  of  the  vail  importance  of 
cur  Weft  Indian  dependencies;  of  which  the  progreflive  growth 
has  now  been  traced  from  the  firft  fettlement.  What  remains 
is  to  convey  that  convidion  to  the  Englifli  reader.  This  then, 
after  taking  a  curfory  furvey,  for  the  gratification  of  curiofity, 
of  the  prefent  inhabitants  and  the  fyftem  of  agriculture,  will  be 
the  chief  endeavour  of  the  fubfequent  volume. 

(i)  It  were  an  ad  of  great  injuftice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas,  to  omit  the 
very  honourable  teftimony  which  Governor  Brown  has  tranfmitted  to  Govern- 
ment, concerning  their  treatment  of  their  negro  flaves.  <<  Nothing  (he  obferves) 
can  better  fliew  the  ftate  of  flavery  in  Bermudas  than  the  behaviour  of  the  blacks 
in  the  late  war.  There  were  at  one  time  between  fifteen  and  twenty  privateers 
fitted  out  from  hence,  which  were  partly  manned  by  negro  flaves,  who  behaved 
both  as  lailors  and  marines  irreproachably;  and  whenever  they  were  captured, 
always  returned,  if  it  was  in  their  power.  There  were  feveral  inftances  wherein 
they  had  been  condemned  with  the  veflel  and  fold,  and  afterwa^'ds  found  means 
CO  eicape;  and  through  many  difficulties  and  hard£hips  returned  to  their  mafters 
fervice.  In  the  (hip  Regulator,  a  privateer,  there  were  feventy  flaves.  She  was 
taken  and  carried  into  Bofton.  Sixty  of  them  returned  in  a  flag  of  truce  diredly 
to  Bermudas.  Nine  others  returned  by  the  way  of  New  York.  One  only  was 
miffing,  who  died  in  the  cruize,  or  in  captivity.'* 

Report  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  Slave  Trade.    Part  III. 
THE    END   OF    THE    THIRD    BOOK. 
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•^  Soon  after  the  preceding  pages  were  printed^  the  Author  *  received  from 
Jamaica  the  Catalogue  (mentioned  in  page  igj  of  this  volume)  of  exotic 
plants  in  the  very  magnificent  garden  of  the  late  Hinton  Eaft,  Efquire, 
in  that  IJlandy  which  being  equally  curious  and  accurate  he  has  now 
the  fatisfaSlion  ofprefenting  it  to  bis  Readers  ent^te. 
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Planrtae  humeroliiBmae  quibus  obveftit  globum  terraqueutn  Deus  optimus  maximus,  funt 
totidem  documenta  infinitae  fapientise,  natx  m  gloriam  fui  Creatoris,  et  in  commodutn 
hominiSy  cujus  eft  eas  intueri« 

AMCEN.  ACAD.  yol.  vj.  p.  40. 
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A  CATALOGUE  of  EXOTIC  PLANTS,  in  the  Garden  of  HINTON 
EAST,  Efquire,  in  the  Mountains  of  Liguanca,  in  the  Ifland  of  J a^* 
MAicA^atthetimeofhisdeceaie.    By  Arthur  Broughton,  }A^D. 


Cann'a 

Amomum 

CvftCUMA 

Kjempfbhia 
Thalia 


Clqffis    1. 
MONANDRIA. 


MONOGrNIJ. 

i/tdicaviar.  lutea   Yellow  Indian  Shot       Eaft-Indies 

QroHumpuradifi*  Guinea  Pepper 

Zingiber  Common  Ginger 

loHga  Turmeiick 

Galanga  Galangale 

geniciUatA  Indian  Arrow-n>ot 


Guinea 
Eaft-Indies 
Eaftrlndies 
Bail- Indies 
South-America 


Mr«  Sh^kefpear^  1790 
Ho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  178; 

Z.  B.  Edvirards*  Efq.  17BJ 
jyt.  ThOr  Clarke,  1775 


Clajis    II. 
D    I    A    N    D    R    I    A. 


NrcTANTHXs    Samiac 

var,JJ.^kn$ 


Jasmiitum 


Olba 
String  A 

iDSTICIA 
hANTHEEA 


Mficiaale 
Janctolattm  T 
axoritum 
odoratiffimym 
iuropaa 
Jragraas 
n/uTgaris 
perfica 

Jp.  Jtru,  athna 
Americana 


MONOGrNIJ. 

Arabian  Jafmint 
Double  Arabian  jaf- 

mine 
Common  Ja(mine 
Narrow^-Ieav'djafmine  Eaft-Indiea 
Azorian  Jafmine  Madeira 

Yellow  Indian  Jafmine  Madeira 
European  Olive  Europe 

Sweet-fccnted  Olive     China 
Common  Lilac 
Periian  Lilac 


American  Balfam 


Baft  Indies  H.  Eaft^Efq.  177] 


H.Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.Eaft^Eiq.  1787 
M.Wallen,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1783. 
H.Baft>  Efq.  1783 
M.  WaUen,  Efq.  i<774    ^ 
M.  Wallen»  Efq.  1785 
Tho.  Hibbert,  fifq.  1787 


Perfia 
Perfxa 
Italy 
Virginia 


This  plant  has  now  fever.al  Times  perfe6lcd  its  "Seed,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  the  true  Guinea  or 
Malagita  Pepper  and  Grains  of  Paradife  of  the  Shops;  it  is  not  however  an  Auomum>  but  ap«: 
po»ache<  nearer  to  the  Limodorvm  than  any  other  known  Qenus. 


I  P  ^ 


RoSMARINVt 

I 
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RosMAaiwirs 

Salvia 


PiPiji 


^PehmUs 
offidmalis 

foccitua 
S^larea 


mgnon 


Valbriama 

Tamarindus 

Cr.ocvs 

IXIA 

GlADIOLVt 

Antholyza 
Iris 


Mica 

/ati'uui 

rofia 

tbimenfis 

commmuir 

athiofica 

pumila 


Wachindorfxa  tkyrfiflmra 
Ltcevm  Sfarfum 


An  II A 
Arvndo 

HoaDBUM 


Jati*um 

Bamhos 

Hfufgare 


RoKmaiy 
Garden  oage 
African  Sage 
Scarlet  Sage 
Clary 


Europe 

S.  oiEnrbpe 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Eaft-Florida 

Syria 


r  R  I  or  N I  J. 

Black  Pepper  Eafl-Indlet 


.  ClaJ/is    III 
R     I    A    N     D 

M  O  N  O  G  r  N 

Lamb'a  Lettuce  • 
Tamarind  Tree 
Spring 'Crocus 
Itofe -coloured  Ixia 
Spotted  Ixia 
Common  Flag 

Dwarf  Iria 

Ruih-leavM  Lygeum 


R    I    A. 

I  a!^ 

Portugal 

India.  America 

England 

C.  of  G.Hope 

Cfama 

S.  of  Europe 

C,  of  G.Hope 

Auftria 

C.ofG.  Hope 

Spain 


D  I  G  r  N  I  A. 

Oats 

Bamboo  Cane 
Barley 


Baft-Indies 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eafl,  Efq. 


Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  17^7 


H.  Ea4,  E(q. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1779 

H.  £a(^  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1788 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eail,  Efq.  1790 

H.Eaf^  Efq.  1791 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177s 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen>  Efq.  177} 


Clajis    IV. 
T    £    T    R    A    N    D    R    I    A. 


MONOGrNIA. 


SCABIOSA 

4rffica 

Cretan  Scabious 

Candia 

RUBIA 

atropurpurea 
fitUata 
Un&orum 

Sweet  Scs^>ious 
Starry  Scabious 
Madder   ^ 

Italy 

Spain 

S.  of  Eucope 

BUDLBJA 

Plantago 

glohofa^  . 
hxnceolata 

Rib-wort  Plantain 

Chili 
Britain 

CI8SUS 
Oldbklandia 

quAdrofigidaris 
umbillata 

Che 

India 
India 

Alchbmilla 

fvulgaris 

Ladies  Maatle 

Britain 

. 

TETRAGrNIA. 

« 

Ilex 

OfitifoliMm 

turv^  Sp* 

Common  Holly 
Paraguay  Tea 

* 

Britain 

Carolina 

Madeira 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallcn,  Efq.  177a 
H.  £aft,£fq.  i;88 
Mr.  Thame,  1790 
H.  Eaft,Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
H.  Eall,  Efq.  1791 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 
H.  Eaft.  Efq.  1791 


H.Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Mr.  Gale,  1772 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  178^ 


Uort,  KtwtfiJUi  vol*  !•  p.  150. 
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Clajis   V. 
PENTANDRIA. 


MONOGTNIJ. 


HsLlOTROFtUli 

Anchusa 
Ctkoglossvm 

BORAGO 

Primula 

Cyclambm 

Azalea 

Plumbago 

Phlox 

Convolvulus 


Ipomoea 

Campanula 

Cinchona* 

COFFBA 
LONICBK.A 


MiRABlLIS 

Ver^bascum 
Datura 

NiCOTXANA 

Physalis 

SOLANUU 


Rhamnus 
DI08MA 

Mangxfbra 

RlBEt 


oficina/ii 
officinale 
oficinalis 
verts 
auricula 
ferficum 
wjco/a 
rifia 

glaherrima . 
Scammtmia 
furfureus  major 
minor 
tricolor 
camarienfis 
Jpeciofus 
^amoclit 
roiundifiUa 

arabica 
Periclymenum 
fymphoricarfos 
tartarica 
Jalapa 
Thatfus 
Menl 
Tabacum 
Alkekengi 
tubtrofum 
Melongena 
Sodomaum  f 
Jujuba 
d  fiat  a 
indica  f 
groffularia 


Peruvian  Tornfole 
Buglofs 

Hound's-tongue 
Borate 
Primrofe 
Auricula 

Perfian  Cyclamen 
White  Azalea 
Bengal  Lead-wort 
Smooth  Lychnidea 
Scammony  Bind-weed 
Large  purple  Bind-w. 
Smiul  purple  Bind-w. 
Trailing  Bind-weed 
Perennial  Bind-weed 
Broad-leav'd  Bind-w. 
Indian  Creeper 
Bell-flower 
Hifpaniola  Bark 

Coffee-Tree 
Common  Honeyfuckle 
St.  Peter's  Wort 
Tartarian  Honeyfuckle 
Marvel  of  Peru 
Great  Mullein 
Hairy  Thorn  Apple 
Virginian  Tobacco 
Winter  Cherry 
Common  Potato 
Egg  Plant 
Bolangena 
Jujube-tree- 
Ciliated  Diofma 
Mango  Tree 
Gooieberry 


H.  Eafi,  Efq.  ^788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1780^ 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Thame,  1787 
Dr.Tho.  Clarke,  1775: 
H.  Eaft,  lifq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


M.  Wallen,  tfq,  177X 
Mr,  Thame,  1790 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  177* 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 


Peru 

Europe 

Britain 

England 

Britain 

Attftria 

Candia 

N.  America 

Beneal 

N^  America 

Levant 

America 

America 

Spain 

Canary  Iflands 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Britain 

Hifpaniola 

Arabia 

Britain 

Carolina 

Ruilia 

£.  and  W.Indies 

Britain 

Africa 

America 

S.  of  Europe 

Peru 

India 

Africa 

Eaft- Indies  Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1790. 

C.  ofGoedHopcH.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Eaft-Indies  Lord  Rodney,  1782 

Europe  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 


*  Affims  Cinehoma  caribea* 

t  The  Mango  «  inferted  in  its  ufual  Pbice,,  although  in  realit>-  it  is  Polygamious,  and  hitherta 
very  imperfeftly  defcribed.— iV,  B.  This  Plant,  with  feveral  others,  as  well  as  difl«rent  Kinds  of 
Seeds,  were  found  on  board  a  French  Ship  (bound  from  the  Iflc  de  France  for  Hifpaniola) 
taken  by  CapL  MaHhall  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  Flora,  one  of  Lord  Rodney's  Squadron,  in 
Jtnc  1782,  and  fent  as  a  Prize  to  this  ifland.  By  Capt.  Ma  fliall,  with  Lord  Rodney's  ap- 
probation, the  whole  CoUeaion  wat  depofited  in  Mr^  Eaft's  Garden,  where  ihey  have  been 
cultivated  with  great  afliduity  and  fuccefs. 


ruhrma 


47  ' 


HbRTUS    EAStENSlS. 


[App^.  /• 


VlTIS 

Cblosxa 

GAR.DBNIA 

Allamanda 

ViNCA 

Nekivm 


ASCLBFIAS 

r 

Stapelia 
Beta 

Davcus 

gomfhrena 
coriandrum 
Past'inaca 
Anethum 

Carum 

PiMPINBLLA 

Apxum 

Cassinb  ' 

Sambvcus 

Rhus 


ruirum 
nigrum 
njiniftra 
criftata 

Jiorida 
Thunhergih 
cathartica 
rofia 

Oleander  Jl,  ruhro 
fl.alho 


fruticejk 

gigantea 

mariegatk 

hyhrtaa 

'vulgaris 

Carota 

globofa 

fati'vum 

fati'va 

grav'eelens 

Fceniculum 

Carui 

Ahifum 

PeHrojUinum 

grave&lens 

<apenfts 

Ehulus 

nigra 

ortarja 
typhinum 


Sriuin 
ritain 

Afti 

Ada 

China 

C.  of  G;  Hope 

Soath-Aoaenca 

Saft-Indidi 

White  Periwinkle 

Red  Sooth-Sea  Rofe     %ntxn.  Portttgal 

White  Sofiith-Sea  Rofe 

Double  Oleander 

D    I    Q    t   If    t    J. 


Red  Carranit 

Black  CarranC 

Grape  Viiie 

Cocicfco^Bib 

BufF-coIqaredCockfc. 

Cape  Jafinine 

Starry  Gardenia 

Gahrips 

Red  Periwinkle 


Shrubby  Swallow-wort 
Auricula  Tree 
Variegated  Stapelia 
Mangel  Wurlel 
Common  6eet 
Garden  Carrot 
Globe  Amaranth 
Coriander 
Garden  Parfnip 
Dill 
Fennel 

Caraway 

Anife 

Par/ley 

Celery 

Hottentot  Cherry 

Dwarf  Elder 

Black-berried  Elder 

Elni-leav'd  Sumaqh 

Virginian  Sumach 


Africa 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Europe 

England 

Britain 

India 

England 

4  n  eland 

Spam.  Portugal 

England    . 

Britain 

Sardinia 

Britain 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

oritain 
Britain 
S.  of  Europe 
irginia 


PENTJCrNIish 


LiJfviii 


iffitaiiffimum 
maritimum 


Common  Flax 
Sea  Flax 


Britain 

Italy 


H 


Tr ii>ESCANTXA  (S/color  \ 
NAftcissi7S  cdlorus 


Claffis    VI. 
E    X    A    N    D    R 

M    O    N   X)    'G    r   Jf    1 


M.  Wallen^  Eiq.  177a 
M.  Wallen.  Efq.  1772 

REafifEfq.  1774 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Br.  Tho.  Ckfk^  177J 
Tho.  Hibbert^Efq^  1^89 

Mk  Thame 
H.£aft>Efq.  1787 


it.  Eali,  Efq« 

Tho.  Hibbcrt,Efq.  1787 
H.  £aft:«  £fq.  1790 


Mr,  Thainc,  1787 
H.Ea(l»£rq. 

*  « 

Mr.  Thame,  1787 
Mr.  R.  Lloyd,  1787 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.WalIett>Efq..i773 
M.  Watten,  Efq.  1773 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Gale,  1772 


M.  WaHen,  Eiq.  17^3 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1^8 


I 

:4. 


Parple  Spide'r-wort       lion^^ras 
Sweet-fcented  Narciff.  S.  of  jBurope 


Mr.  Shalce^eare,  i*;/^ 
Mr.  Thaine,  1773 


•  This    Plant  firR   appeared   here  on  a  dinghill  V^hef^e  tHe  ¥rt  hafd  bdefi  ttirbwhotrt,  *fltti  ffat 
'  fince  continued  fteady  from  feed.  .  ... 

t  Hart  Ke^enfiit  vol  i.  p.  405.  ^aesitem 


AyBIi^.<*<f'FlRST.] 


•^_S.-f:4.$'TrEiV)S|S. 


A%$ 


HiEMANTHUS 

Crxnum 


Amaktllis 


Allium 


LXLIUM 


GLf»RX09A 
TULIPA 

Ornithooa- 

LUM 


'} 


Taxitta 
Jonquilla 
puniceus  . 
jSmerican^ 
Zeylanicitm  f 
AJiaticum 
JifriccLnum 
Aamafio 
firmojff/ima 
ngitue 
Belladonna 
aurta 
longifolia 
radiata 
'vittata 
a/calonicum 
jgracilt  • 
/ativum 
Porrum 
'Cepa 
bulhifirum 
pomponium 
ChalcedonicuM 
Martagon 
JiiperBa 
gefneriana 

pyrenaicum 


Polyanthus  NarcilTus 
Jonquils 
Blooll-Plower 
Atneifipn  ^nui]i. 
Ceylon  Crinum 
Ii^iap  Crinum 
Arricah  blue  Lily 
Atamafco  Lily 
Jacobea  Lily 
^Mexican  Lily 
Belladonna  Lily 
Golden  An^Riyllis 


Spain.  Portugal   Mr.  Thame,  1773 

Mr.  Thame,  1773 
H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1785 


^  Spain 
'  Guinea 

t.  America 
ail-indies 
JSaft^In^es 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
*N*  America 
'S«  Atnefica 
^S.  America 
S.  America 
China 


Long-leav'^  Amaryllis  *C,  of  G.  Hope 
Snp^-dsop  Avf^ryVLyi 
Striped  Lily 


Jcrufalem  <ShaUot 
African  Garlioc 


Africa 


GarKck 
liCek 
-Onion 

Grange  Lily  'Italy 

Pomponian  Lily  Siberia 

Scarlet  Martagon  Lily  Levant 
•  Purple  'Martagon  Lily  America 
Superb  Lily  Eaft-Indies 

Tulip 

Star  of  Bethlehem 


nutans 

ASPHQDBLUS 

Asparagus 
Dracjsna 

.ramojus 
officinalis 
Draco 

ferrea 

polyanthbs 
Hyacimthvs 

tuhero/a  fl,  pkno 
mriftsiaUf 

Albtri» 

•                             ♦ 

Yucca 

fapenfis 

hyacintboidis 

gloriofa 

aloifoUa 

dracoms 

Alov 

»    ■ 

perfoUaia 

'var.  bariad* 

Bbrbbru 

mtdgaris 

Neapolitan  D^ 
Branchy  Afphodel 
Afparagus 
Dragon  Tree 
Purple  Dracaena  . 
Tuberofe 
Hyacinth 
Cape  Aietrit 
Ceylon  Aloe 
Superb  Aloe 


Barbadoes  Aloe 
Berbery 


Levant 

England 

Italy 

S.  of  Europe 

England 

£aft*Indies 

China 

Eaft-Indies 

Levant 

C.  of  G,  Hope 

Ceylon 

Nv  America. 

South- America 

South-Carolina 


Britaia 


Ortza 


KUMBX 


Jativa 


D    I   C    r   N    J    J. 

Common  Rice 

T    R    J    G    r    N    J   A. 
Blunt-leav'd  Dock       Britain 


H.  Eaft.  Efq.  1770 
'H.  E^'ft,  E{q. 
M.*Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H^Ea^,  Efq.  1790 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.   1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1 77 j 


H.  fiaft,Efq.  1774* 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft^  Efq.  1790 
Mr,  Thame,  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  WaWen,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1782 

H.  Eaft,  Efq,  178a 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 

Dr.  The,  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

.  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H,  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 
Dr.  Lindfay 


Mft.  Brodbelt)  177a 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


Jftu/^disu  Blunt-leav'd  Dock       Britain  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177) 

*  H9rL  Keumfiiy  voL  i.  p.  429;  faid  to  be  a  naUve  of  Jamaica,  but  erroneouily. 
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ClaJ!s  VII. 
HEPTANDRIA. 


JEscuLua 


Hippocafianum 
ftanja 
Pavia 


MONOGrNIA. 

Hoife  Chefnut  Afia 

Yellow-flower'd  Chef.  N.  Carolina 
Scarlet-flower'd  Chef.  N«  America 


Mrs.  BrodbeU»  177Q 
H.£aft»  Efq.  1790 
M.  Wallen^  fifq.  1774 


Clajis     VIII. 

O    C    T    A    N    D    R 

G 


I    A. 


TaoPAOLVM 
Mblicocca 

XlMBNIA 

Fuchsia 
Lawsomia 

Vaccimium 
Erica 
Oenothera. 
Nov.  Gen.  f 


minus 

htjuga 

inermh 

tripbyUa 

intrmis 

Jpintfa 

ArSloftapbyks 

.muItl/Jora 

pumila 


MONO 

Indian  Creit 
Genip 

Smooth  Ximenia 
Scarlet  Fachfia 
Smooth  Lawfonia 
Prickly  Lawfoaia 


r  N  I  A. 

Pcni 

South- America 

Baft-Indies 

Chili 

Africa 

Eaft-Indies 


Mad*.  Whortle.Berry  Madeira 
Many-flower'd  Heath  S.  of  Europe 
Dwarf  Primrofe  N«  America 

l^he  Akee  Africa 


M.  Wallen>  Efq.  1774 

IL  Baft,  Efq.  1784 
H  Eaft.  Efq. 
Monf.  Nedoox*,  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 
Tho.  ifibbert,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wallcn,  Efq.  J784.  * 
JM.  Waflcn,  Efq. 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  J  77S 


•  Bounift  to  the  French  King  at  Hifpaniola. 

t  ThU  Plant  was  broaght  here  in  a  Slave  SKip  from  the  Cozft  of  Africa*  and  now  grows  very 
luxuriant/ producing  every  Year  large  Quantities  of  Fruit;  feveral  Gentlemen  are  encouraging  tbue 
propagation  of  it«.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  hitherto  been  delcribed ;  it's  Charadtcrs  are  as 
follows : 

Ca^.      Perianthium  pentaphyllum  infernm,  foliolis  ovatis  acutis  concavis,  perfiftentibus,  villous. 
CoR.       Petala  quinque  oblongo- lanceolate,  acuta,  viUjfa*  ad  "bafin  furftun  flexa  et  receptaciilo  adprefli» 

calyce  alterna  et  eo  lon^ora. 
St  am.  Filamentao£to  brevi(rima»pilofa,ad  baiin  Germlnis  receptaculo  gla^idulofo  inferta.    Anthene 

oblongx  in  orbem  circa  Germen  difpofitse  et  ejufdem  fere  longitudinis. 
Pi  ST.     Germen  fabovatum  triquetrum  pilofum.     Stylus  longitudine  Germinis,  cylindricus,  pilofii^. 

Stigma  obtufuni. 
Per.      Capliila  carnefst,  oblonga,  utrinque  obtufa,  trigona^  trslocularis,  trivalvis, apice dehifcens. 
SiiM.      Tria>  orblcularia,  nicida,  appendice  au^a. 

Arbor  haec  quinquaginta  pedes  altitudinc  plerumqae  fupcrat;  Truncus  corticc  fubfufco  fcabro  tegitnr 
ramis  uume rolls  lon^s  craSls  irregolaribus,  inferioribus  ad  terram  fere  dependentibus.  Folia  habet 
piiinRta,  foliolis  ovato-Ianceolatis  venoiis  integerrimis  oppoiicis  lacvibus  fuperne  nitidis,  fpithanueis, 
utrinque  quatuor  vel  quinque,  petiolis  brevibus  tumidis.  Raceml  fimplices  iiridi,  multiflori  axillares^ 
loixgitadine  'fere  pi^ifKirum*  pedunculls  propriis  a  nik>ris,  ftipulis  lanceelatis*  ru^tomentofis,  per*. 
£iknuba^.     Floras  parvi  albidi  inodori.     Frp6lu$  magnitudinis  ovi  anferiiii,  colore  flavo,  rubro, 

jLoraatiaci^ 
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^u 


Safinovs 


Lavuvs 


Rhbvm 


Bauhivia 

Cassia 

j^oxnciana 
guilandina 


TRIOTNIJ. 
iMh  LItchi  Plumb  China 

ClaJJis  IX. 
ENNEANDRI 

MONOGTNIJ. 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke>  1775 


A- 


CittfuunoputtH 
Campbora 

indica 
fattens 
Benxoin 
BorBonia 
Saffafbras 


Cuinamon  Tree 
Camphire  Tree 
Sweet  Bay-Tree 
Royal  Bay-Tree 
Madeira  Laurel 
Beniamin  Tree 
Carolina  Bay-Tree 
Saffiiphras  Tree 


Ceylon 

{apan 
taly  • 
Madeira 
Madeira 
Virginia 
Carolina 
N.  America 


TRIGTNIJ. 


rbapentkum 
palmatum 


Baftaiti  Rhubarb 
True  Rhubarb 


Afia 

China 


Lord  Rodney,  1782 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Mr.  Kuckan,  1770 
H.£aft,  Efq.  1788 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Gale,  1772 
M.  Wallen«  Efq.  1772 


Mr.  Thame,  1786 
Mr.  Thame,  1786 


Claffis    X. 


DECANDRIA. 

MONOCrNIA. 


purpurea 
fcandens 
'uariegata 
Senna 
Fiftula 


Purple  Bauhinta 
Climbing  Bauhinia 
Variegated  Bauhinia 
Senna  Tree 
Sweet  Caflia 


Eaft-Indies 
Eafl.Indies 

Eaft-Indies 
-figypt 

E.  k  W.  Indies. 


pulcberrma 

'uwr  jl,  flavQ  Yellow  Flower-fence    Honduras 
Moringa  \  Horfe-radilh  Tree        Eaft-Indics 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
H,  Baft,  Efq.  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
H.Ea&,  Efq.  1787 


Mr.  Shakefpeare,  1782 
H.Eafl,  Efq.  1784 

RVTA 


aurantiaco,  vel  ex  utrifque  mlxto.  Semina  tria  nitida  nigra  magnitudinis  Naci$  mofchatar,  quorum 
unum  faepiilime  abortit.  Semini  iingulo  adnafcitur  materies  albida  (Semen  magnitudine  excedens) 
conMentise  pinguedinis  bovinae  et  aqua  leniter  coda  Medullae  haud  abiimilis.  Ab  Incolia  in 
Guinea  ad  menfas  apponitur  vel  per  fe  vel  Jufculo  vel  Pulmento  elixa. 

*  This  Tree  will  doubtlefs  in  a  few  years  become  a  very  valuable  Acquiiition  to  the  Idand:  ibme 
famples  of  the  Bark  lately  fent  to  England  prove  it  to  be  the  true  Ceylon  Cinnamon,  and  of  the  beft 
Kind.    It  is  now  cultivated  with  great  Attention  in  many  parts  of  the  Ifland. 

f  This  Tree  has  hitherto  been  generally  conlidered  as- a  fpecies  of  the  Genus  Gtdlandina,  but  very 
erroneoafly^  as  will  appear  from  the  following  charaders : 
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Rut  A 
Mblia 
QvXssiX 
Kalmia 

Rhododen- 
dron 

Arbutus 


SAXli^RAGA 
DlAlfTIl,U« 


} 


gramioUnt 
AxuUracb 

latifolia 
angufiifiUa 

maximum 

ponticum 
Unedo 


umhfdjh 

barbatus 

caryophyllus 


Garden  Rue  S.  ofEarope 

Bead-Tree  Eaft-Indies 

Bitter  Qaaflia  G  aiana 

Broad-leav'd  Kalxnia    N.  America 
Narrow-lpav'd  Kalmia  N.  America 

N.  America 


Strawberry  Tree 


Gibraltar 
Ireland 


Not.Gbu.* 


ChiMnfis 
'/uperbus 


var» 


DIG 

London -Pride 
Sweet- William  Pink 
Clove  July-flower 
Catnation 
China  Pink 
Siipcrb  PSnk 
Mandarin  Orange 


r   N    I   J. 


England 

Etiropfe 

England 

Chltia 

France 

Eaft-Ixidfes 


M.  WaQen,  Efq. 

Monf.  Ne6loiix,  1799 
H.  Eaft>  Efq.  1786 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

H.  Eaft^Efq.  1786 

H.  Eaft.Efq.  1786 
H.  EaiL  Efq.  1785 


M.  WWa»  Efq.  1789 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177s 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

M.WaHen,  Efq.  1772 
M.  WaBen,  Efq,  177a 
a.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

TRIGT^ 


Cal. 


Cor. 


PlST. 

Per. 
6em. 


Ferlanthfum  pentaphyllum,  foliolis  oblongis  obtttfis  t6ncavis»  tribos  faperioiflnu  reflexis>dnobaft 

infeHoribus  patetltibus. 

Petala  qninque.     Petala  duo  faperiora  magnitndine  fblioloruro  calycis,  plana  obtufa  reflexa 

obovata;  lateraliaduo  paulo  majora  cohcava  obovaDia  lunata  minus  reflexa;  inferius  ipatolato- 

obovatum  obtufuni  concavum»  lateralibus  majus,  et  genitalibus  approxiroatum,  patens. 
St  AM.  Filamenta  novem^  quorum  quihque  tkntu^  fertilia^  &d  b^fln  crafla  villofa,  verfus  apices  con- 

torta,   longitudine  inacqualiax  antherae  quinque   bicapfulares   fubrotunda».     Sterilia  qnatuor 

minora  longitudine  etiara  insequaCa,  kntheris  mijiimis  vel  nuUis,  omnia  petalis  fere  dimidio 
-breviora. 

Germen  oblongum.     Stylus  ^fbrmis  l^viter  cur vatus»  petalis  et  ftaminibos  longicM*.    Stigma 

acntum. 

longum  triangulare  trivalve»  utrinque  acutum. 

trialatum,  alis  lineb  oblongis  fibi  invicem  jon^s*    Nux  fragilis  rotunda.    Nacleo  rotundo 

trifulcata 
Arbor  viginti  pedalis,  cortice  cinereo ;  Rami  patentes  numerofi.  iPolia  tri  vel  quadripinnata 
feCquipedalia^  foliolis  ovalibus  obtuiis  tn-linearibus  teneris  integerrimis  p^dicellatis ;  glandula  parva 
pedicellata  intra  flngulas  foliolorum  diviflones.  Racemi  axillares  iemipedales»  calycis  fbliola  fubcamea» 
petalis  albis-  ad  bafln  leviter  purpureis^  Pericarpium  pedale  fulcatum,  angulis  acotis.  Calycis 
foliola  et  petala  fsepe  irregulariter  reflexa  et  numero  varia>  fed  Petalum  inferius  femper  return  et 
genitalibus  approximatum. 

This  Shrub  has  been  introdnced  into  our  Gardens  here  from  England  under  the  above  Tide,  but 
I  ^o  not  know  onivhat  Authority :  ^e  following  are  it's  Charaders,  as  nearly  as  I  have  been  aUe- 
^tb  a(cert&in  them. 

Cal.    Perianthium  pentaphyllum  infenim>  foliolis  parvisovatis  tvtSaz. 

CdR.     Petala  quinque,  laciniis  ovatis  vel  fubrotandis^  eredUs  inferis,  calyce  duplo  loogioribas. 

St  A  la.  Filamenu  decern  circa  Germen  comfirefla^    er^a,   longitudine  Corollae.    Anthene  .parv» 
fhnplices. 

PlST. 
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4l^Z 


SlLEKC 


Jrmria 


Spondias 

Agrostemma 

Sbdvm 


Halesia 

GARCIJfIA 


Reseda 


coronarta 
Anacamfferot 


D 


PoRTVLACA         triangtdaris 


tetraptera 
coraea?  • 


•dtrata 


Cactus  cochiniiH/ir 

Persia 
Philapb.L7H.Vs  cvrpfuuius 

Eugenia  Jumbos 


TRJGTNIA 

Lobel's  Catchfly  England 

PENTAGYNIJ. 


South-Sea  Plumb 
Rofe  Campion 
Evergreen  Orpine 


Afia 

Italy 

S.  of  Prance 


ClaJJis    XI.      - 
ODECANDR 

MONOGrNIA. 

Triangular-ftalkcd       St  Vincent 
Puruane 


Snour-drop  Tree 
Small  Mangofteiu 


Carolina 
Eaft-Indies 


T    R    J    G    r   N    I   A. 
iidigiiianette  -^gyP^ 

ClaJJis    XII. 
COSANDRI 

MONOCrNIA. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 


Loid  Rodney  ».l;^ 
H.Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Baft,  Efq.  1791 


I     A. 


Tho-Hibbert,  Efq,  1787 

H.Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
Lord  Rodney,  ^7^9 


M,WaUen,Efq.  1773 


A. 


Cochineal  Cadlus  South- America  Monf.  IsTe^loux,  1789 

Spanifh  Goofd>erry      South-America 

Dwarf  Synnga  S.  of  Europe  ..H.  Eail>  Efq. 

^weet-fcented  Syringa  New  Zealand  H.  £?;&»  Efq.  1 7S7 

Rafe*AppIe  India'*  Z.Bayly»  Efq.  1762 


PisT.  -jGdnnta  fabpotandum.    Stylus  vk  ulltt».    Stigma conpreflum. 

Per,    Ba^ca  lucida  i^^mbrano  tenui obtefia,  pulpa  pat^ciflima. 

Sbm.    Duo,  membrano  proprio  te£b,  ftriata,  pifi  magnitudine»  ita  ut  duo  apjdicata  (phaernm  conftT* 
tuunt,  et  forte  femen  nnicum  in  duo  fiftile.  .      .     .     r 

.Frntfx  .qoatuor  pedalis  inordinate  ramqfa,  folia,  jp^tiolata  lam^eolatan^iyma/Itema  glabra  integer* 
riiqa;  .fibres  ^ij^ari^  congefti  (yj^kf^s.  -fpoidjU  ^il^a.  Goroo^^/j^ie  ^^^^^^  frudl'um  juniorem 
Citri  Aurantii. 

This  Tree  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  the  true  Mangoftein,  but  having  perfected  it's  fruit,  on  com- 
pariibn  with  the  defcription  given  of  the  true  Mangoftein,  we  judge  it  to  be  the  G.  corma.  Male 
and  Hermaphrodite  flowers  are  found  on  the  iame  Tree. 


. ) 


3  Q^a 


Mtrtus 
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Myrtv* 


PuNfCA 
AMYGDiWLUS 


pRUKUt 


Cratjbcvs 


tmiimums 

tftcr.  romana  Broad-leav'd  Myrtle 
belgica  Dutch  Myrtle 
Narrow -lea  v'd 
Myrtle 

Granatumfl.  pUno  Dble.  flower'd  Pomegr-  Spain 
Ferfica '  Peach  Tree 

'var.  N^^arina  Ne6larine  Tree 

Almond  Tree  Africa 


commuBts 
Armeniaca 
Cerafus 
slome/iica 


Crus  Gain 


Apricot  Tree 
Cherry  Tree 
Plum  Tree 


England 
England 


D    I    G    r   N    I    J. 

Hawthorn  Britain 

Cockfpur  Hawthorn     N.  America 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen.  Efq^, 
M.  Wallen,.  Efq. 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke 
Mn  Kuckanj  1773 
M.  Wallen>  Efq. 
M.  Wallen^  Efq. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


PENTJGrNJJ. 


Mbspilui 
Praus 


germantca 

Pyracantba 

Malus 


Cjdonia 
Matt  M Bar  AN-  crjftalUnum 

THBMUM 

S  p  1  a  JB  A  VImaria 


R08A 


RVBVS 


FtAGAaZA 


Datch  Medlar 
Evergreen  Thorn 
Apple  Tree 
Pear  Tree 
Quince  Tree 
Ice-Plant 

Meadow-Sweet 


England 

Itafy 

Britain 

England 

Germany 

Greece 

Britain 


POLTGrNIJ. 


lutta 

cimuxmfmua 

centifoUa 

damafana 

gaJUca 

mu/co/a 

mifcbata 

Ma 

rubigine/a 

idaus 

var.  ruber 
albus 

vor.  cbibin/l 


Yellow  Anftrian  Rofe 
Cinnamon  Rofe 
Hundred-leav'd  Rofe 
Damaik  Rofe 
Red  Rofe 
Mofs  Rofe 
Mttik  Rofe 
White  Rofe 
Sweet-Brier  Roft 

Red  Ra/pberry 
White  Rafpbcrry 

Chili  Strawberry 
Hautboy  Strawberry 


Germany 

S.  of  Earope 

Spain 

France 

S.  of  Europe 

France 

Italy 

Europe 

Britam 

Britain 
Britain 

chm 

Britain 


H.  Eafl^  Bfq.  1774 
H.  Eail,  Efq.  1774 

M.  Wallen*  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

H.  Eaft,Efq.  1787 

M.Wallen,  Efq.  1772 


H.Eaft^Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  E{q. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Walien,  Efq. 
H.  Bail,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Eiq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  WaUei^  Efq^ 

M,  Walien,  Efq.    773 
M.  Walien,  Efq.  1773 

M.  Walien,  Efq.  1772 
M.  Walien,  Efq.  17^2 


Ctqfb 
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ClaJJis    XIII. 
POLYANDRIA 


Capparis 

Papaver. 

Thea 


fpinofa 
Rhceas 
'viridis 
Bobta 
C  A  It  TOP  H  YL  L  vs  ttTomaticus  * 


CiSTVt 


Delphinium 


ACOKITVM 


AqUlLBGIA 

](}lGBLLA 


populifoliuj 

tMcanus 

crifpus 

Tttoeraria 

grandifbrum 

ConfoUda 

tlatuM 

Napellut 


dama/cetta 


MQNOGrNIJ. 


Caper  Shrub 
Red  Poppy 
Green  Tea-Tree 
Bohea  Tea-Tree 
Clove  Tree 
Poplar-leav'd  CiAos 
Hoary  leav'd  Ciftas 
Curied-leav'd  Ciftas 
Plantain-leav'd  Ciflas 
Great-fk>wer'dLarkrp. 
Branching  Larkfpur 
Bee  Larkipur 
Chinefe  Larkfpur 
Wolfsbane 


Italy 

Britain 

China 

China 

Molucca  Iflands 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Siberia 

England 

Sioeria 

Cluna 

France 


PENTJGTNIA. 

Columbine  Flower       Britain 
Fennel  Flower  Spain 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  177 J 
Mr.  Baker,  vjii 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 
H.  Eaft,  Eiq.   1774 
M.  Wallen,Efq.  1772. 
M.  Wallen,Efq.  1773;^ 
KL  Eaft>  Efq.  1773; 


M.  Wallen,  E(q.  1772 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 


Illicivm  fioridmmm 

LiRlODBNDRON  Tulipiftra 
Magnolia  grandifimra 

glauca 
aatminata 


Annona 

Anemoni 

Atragbnb 

Clematis 

Adonis 


horten/is 
iudica 

autumnalis 


Ranvncvlvs    oHNcomns 


Satvrkja 
Htssopvs 
Nbprta 
Lavanpvla 


hortiHfis 
offcinatis 
Cataria 
Spica 


F  Q  L  r  G  r 

Anifeed  Tree 
Tulip  Tree 
Laurel-leav'd  Magnol. 
Swamp  Magnolia 
Blue  Magnolia 
Cherimoya 
Garden  Anemone 

Virgin's  Bower 
Flos  Adonis 
WoodCrowfi>ot- 


N    I    J. 

Florida 
N*  America 
Carolina 
N.  America 
N.  America 
S.  America 
Italy 

5.  America 

6.  of  Prance 
England 
Britain 


Clqffis    XIV. 
DIDYNAMIA. 

GrMNOSPBRMIJ. 

Garden  Savory  Italy 

HyfTop  S.  of  Europe - 

Catmmt  Britain 

Commmon  Lavender  6,  of  Europe 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft*  Efq.  1776 
Mr.  Gale,  177* 
Mr.  Gale,  177  a 
H:  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.Wallen,  Efq.  1773 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen«  Efq.  1774 


Two  of  thele  Plants  were  prefented  to  Dodlor  Clarke  by  Mon£ettr  Ne£lonx,  from  the  King's  Gar- 
den at  Port  an  Prince  j  they  appeared  in  a  very  luxuriant  Sttte  of  Growth  on  their  Arrival,  but 

have  fince  died. 
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Lavandula 


SiDERITIS 

Mentha 


Glecoma 
£btoi«ica 
Marrubium 
Or<.oamum  * 

Thymuj 

V 

Melissa 

DRACaC£p-HA< 

LUIkf 

OCYMUM 


Stacbas 

dentata 

multifida 

candicans 

*vtrldh 

piperita 

PuUgium 

bedermcta 

ojficinalis 

<vulgari 

Onites 

Mai^ratia 

'vmgarit 

maftichina 

afieinalis 

Rujfcbiana 

MoUavica 
BafiUcum 


FrenchX»avepder 
Tooth?d-leav?d  Lav, 
Canary  Lavender 
Iron -wort 
Spear-Mint 
Pepper-Mint 
Pennyroyal 
Ground  Ivy 
Wood  Betony 
Horehojind 
Pot  Marjoram 
Sweet  Marjoram 
Garden  Thyme 
Maftick  Thyme 
Balm 


Moldavian  Balm 
Sweet  Bafil 


S«  of  Europe 

8.  of  Europe 

Canary  Iflands 

Madeira 

England 

Engknd  - 

Britain 

Britain 

Britaitt 

Britain 

Sicily 

Italy 
Spain 
Britain 
Sweden 

Moldavia 
Per£a 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
R  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1784 
H.  Eafl>  Efq. 


H,  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


H.  EaA,,  Efq. 

H.  Eail,  Efq.  %^i 

M,  WaUen,  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


JNGIOSPERMIA. 


Antirhhinvm  majus 

•i^ctrina 
Digitalis 


Bi:;nonia 

BrOWAiLLIA 

Sesamum 
Barlsria 

VlTEX 

Pedal;ivm 
Meliamthus 


purpurea 

ambigua 

Catalpa 

data 

orienttdi 

priomtes 

Agnus  Cafius 

Murex 

m^J9r 


Snap-dragon 
Toad-flax 
Purple  Fox-glove 
Yellow  Fox-glove 
Trumpet-flower 
Upright  BrowaUia 
VanglQ,  or  Oil  Plant 
Thorny  Burkria 
Chafte  Tree 
PricWy-fruited  .Pedal, 
tioney-flower 


England 

Itafy 

Britain 

Switzerland 

Carolina 

Peru 

Eaft-Jndies 

India 

Sicily 

Eaft'Indies 

C<  of  C.  Hope 


M.  Watten,  Eiq.  1773 
Hv&aft,Efq.  1773 
H.Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
Ite.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  17&B 
Monf.  Nedonx,  1789 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
H.Eaft,Bfq.  17CI4 


Ciajis    XV. 
T    £    T    R    A    D    Y    N    A    M    1    A. 


SILICUJ.0  5A. 


Lepidivm 

htifoUum. 

Ptpper-jRort 

/atiwum 

Xjarden  Crefi 

^COCHLBARIA 

officinalis 

Scurvyi^grafs 

Armoracia 

Horfe-iadifii 

Jbbris 

umbeilata 

Candy^tuft 

Alyssvm 

^^Wwjy  ^Pw*^WWy  w  ^PwFy 

Sweet  AlyiFon 

. 

.  ineetnum 

Hpary  Aly^lfiMi 

XUMARIA 

annua 

Honefty 

Britain 

Germany 

Biitain 

England 

S.  of  Epirope 

Italy 

Iwty 
Germany 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Saft,  Efq.  1773 

• 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1571 
H.Eai,  Efq.  17^4 
H,  Ea#,  Efe.  *7A8 
H.£&ft>E^.  1773 


ISJU^iPOSA. 
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SiSYMBniuM      Vafiurtium 
Chbirantwxts  Cheiri 


Hespbris 

SiNAPIS 

Bbassica 


tacoMu 

anntfuf 

triftif 

alba 

nigra 

Rapa 

oleracea 


Raphakus        fajti*uut 


B  1 1  l^VO  B  A. 

Watcr-crcfs  Britain 

Wall-flower  Britain 

Queen's  Stock  Italy 

Ten-week  Stock  Spain 

Niglit-fmelling  Rocket  Hungary 
W&te  Mnftard  Britain 

Bladk  Mttflard  Britain 

Tumep  England 

Common  Cabbage         England 
*var.  I.  Red  Cabbage 

2v  Saviw  Cabbagf 

J.  Cauliflower 

4*  Brocoli 

5.  Tumep-Tooted  Cabbage 
Garden  Radifli .  China 

*oar*  I  •  Tumep  Radidi 

2.  Black  Raidifh 


M.  WaBen,Efq.  1772 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
H.Eaft^Erq.  1772 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1772 
M.  WallcD,  Efq- 


Gbraiiivm 


Adarsokia 

SiDA 

Alcba 
Maxva 


Latatsaa 


ClaJJis    XVI. 
MONADELPHIA. 


PENTJlfDRIJ. 


fumlaeoH^ 

^dthinulUides 
<9riandrifolium 

SUHok 

quir€ifolktm 

Jtadula 

^ittfhlimm 

tmprtatum 

heiuHnum 


Urvigatum 

Hirmannifilium 

fmhmatmm 


Pbntapbtbs      fhanicia 


dfgitata 

imika 

rojea 

capenfis 

crijpa 

fHmu&folia 

tmMftMgtaca 


Mallow-leavM  Geran. 
Mantk-leavM  Geran. 
Coriander-leav'd  Ger. 
Horfe-fhoe  Geran. 
Oak-leav'd  Geran. 

Balm-fcented  Geran. 
Roie-fcented  Geran. 
Birch-leav'd  Geran* 


S.  of  Europe 
C.  of  G-  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G,  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 


ODECJNDR    I    J. 

Scarlet  Pentapetes        Eaft-Indies 

POLTJNDRIA. 


Monkies-Bread 
Indian  Mallow 
Holly-hock 
Cape  Mallows 
Curl'd  Mallow 
Dwarf  Mallow 
Great^-fiower^d  Lay. 


S 


Senegal 

India 

China 

C.  of  G.Hope 

Syria 

Britain 

HiiDgaiy 


ff.  E^ft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft>  Efq.  1 788 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  WaUen,  Efq* 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1778 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft>Efq.  1788 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


«.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen.  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
Capt.  Jones 
M.  Waifcn,  Efq.  1773 

HlBISCVl 


jfii 
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HlBUCUl 


Camellia 


EnrTHRINA 
SrARTIUM 


Genista 

Ulbx 

Ceotalaria 


Ceotacaria 


Ononis 

AnAcais 

LvpiMUi 


Phase^los 
dolichos 

Glycine 

Clitoria 


mutabiiit 

Jyriacus 
fictdnnu 
Trionum 
Sabdariffa 
japoHica 


hirbaca 
grandijkra 
juttceum 
Jcoparium 

wumo^ermum 

candicatu 

iurop^eus 

juncea 
ritu/a 
nurrucrftt 

Uhamifolia 

quinquefolia 

rotundifilia 

tdbus 

varius 

0mgnftif9lins 

huius 

nndfarii 

hahlah 

triloba 
ttrnatea 


PlS^UM 

fati*vum 

Lathyrvs 

odoraius 

n)ar^ 

• 

iingiiatmt 

latifiUui 

Vic/ A 

Faba 

Cttisu* 

iabuntum 

Cajan 

£0BINIA 

hijpida 

grandifion 

Poplar-ieAv'd  Hibtfc: 
Changeable  Rofe 
China  Rofe 
Althaea  frutex 
Fig-leav'd  HiUlcas 
Bladder  Hibifcus 
Sorrel  Hibifctts 
Japan  Rofe 


Cift-Indies 

£aft-Indjm 

China 

Syria 

Ceylon 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

India 

Japaa 


H.fiaft,  Efq.  17S4 
M.  Wallen,  Bfa.    . 
M.  Wanen,£(q.    . 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  17S8 
H.£ail,Efq.  1788 

H.Baft«Eiq.  1787 


ClaJJis     XVII. 


D    I    A    D    E    P    L    H    I    A. 


DECJNDRIJ. 

Herbaceous  Coral-tree  Carolina 
Large  flowering  C.  tree 
Spanilh  Broom  S.  of  Europe 

Common  Broom  Britain 

White-flowerM  Broom  Portug:al 


S.  of  Europe 

Britain 

C  of  G.  Hope 

China 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft- Indies 


Hoary  GeniAa 

Furze  or  Whin 

Cape  Furze 

Chinefe  Crotalaria 

Wedge-leav*d  Crot. 

Blue- flowered  Crot. 

Pale-flowerM  Crotal.    Africa 

Shrubby  Crotalaria       Aiia 

India 
Switzerland 

Earth  Nuts  or  Pindars  South- America 

White  Lupine 

Blue  Lnpioe  ^ici]|r 

Narrow-leav'd  Lupine  Spain 

Yellow  Lupine  Sicily 

Kidney«-bean  India 

Slack-leeded  Dolichos  iEgypt 


Chineft  Dolichos 

Blue  Clitoria 
While  Clitoria 
Garden  Pea 
Sweet  Pea 
Painted  Lady  Pea 
Tangier  Pea 
Broad'leav'd  Pea 
Garden  Bean 
Common  Laburnum 
Pigeon  Pea 
Rofe- Acacia 


Ean-Indies 
India 
£aft- Indies 

S.  of  Europe 

Sicily 

Ceylon 

Africa 

England 

Aaitria 

Eaft-Indiet 

CacoKna 


Mr.  Gale,  1772 
H.  Eail,  £fq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.Eaft,Efq.  178s 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke 

H.  EAft,Efq. 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  £aA,£fq.  1791 
H.  £aft,  E(q.  1791 
H.  Eafk,  Efq.  179» 

M.WaUen,Efq.  1773 

M.Wallen.  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  £fq.  1780 
M^WaUen,  Efq.  1773 

H.  Eaft,  Eft|.  1789 
H.£ail,  Efq.  1789 
H.Eaft,  Efq.  1791 


JLarge-flower'd  Acacia  Eaft-Indies 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft»  £fq.  1781 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1781 ' 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1781 

M.  Wallen,  Eiq.  1773 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1782 


*  Hort*  Kew,  vol.  iii.  p.  20. 
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RoBiNiA  mitts 

CoRONlLLA         'vaUntina 

arabica 
minima 
JBSCHTNOMBN E  grandifiwa 


Hedysarvm 
Galbga 
Lotus 
Mbdicago 


Thbobroma 
Ambeoma 


MONSQKIA 


Citrus 


SOHCHVS 

Lactvca 
Vol.  I. 


aquatica 
gyrans 
furpurea 
Jacabstus 


Shrubby  CoroDilla 
Arabian  Coronilla 
Small  Coronilla 
Pea-Tree 

Egyptian  Pea-Tree 
Swamp  Pea- Tree 
Roving  plant 
Purple  Galega 
Dark^floirer'd  Lo^us 


folymwrpha 

<var, /attellata  Sn93l  Mvikk 
intwuxta  Heige-hog  Me&k 


EaU-Indies 

Spain 

i^rabia 

S.  of  Europe 

Eaft-Indies 

Egypt 

Eaft'Indies 

Eail-Indics 

Eafl-Indies 

Azores 

Europe 
Europe 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1752 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  EaP,  Efq.  1788 
J.  G.  Kemeys,  Efq.  1774 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eart,  Efq.  1780 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Etq.  179jO 

\i.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M*  WaUen,  £fq. 


OaJ/k   XVIIL 
POLYADELPHIA. 


PENTANl^RIJ. 

Cacao  Chocolate  Nut-Tree       S.  America 

muf^  MapIe*leav'dAmbroma  New  S.  Wales 

DODECANDKIA. 
J^ich/a  Fino>>leaT*d  Monfbnia    C.  of  G.  Hope 

ICOSANDRIA. 

Midla  Citron-Tree  AiU 

^ar.  1.  Lemon-Tree 

2.  Lifnc-Tree 

3.  Sweet  Lime-Tree 

4.  Forbidden-frtdt-Tree 

5.  Grapc-frtiit-Trec 
Aurantium  Sevule  Orange-Tree    India 

*var.       China  Orange -Tree 
Deamaiuk  Shaddock*Tree  ludia   . 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 


H.  Eafl;„  Efq.  1791 


Hy  p  B  r  1  C  V  If       iaUaricum 

moMjgjnum 


FOIYANDRIA. 

St«  John's-wort  Majorca 

ChuefeStJohnVwort  China 


R  Eaft,  Efq.  178S 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178S 


CkJJis   XIX. 


SYNGENESIA, 

POLTGAMIA     AS  ^U  A  L  I  S. 


pUracius 
/ktiva 


Sow-thifUe 
Garden  Lettace 


Britain 


3R 


Leoktooow 
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Lbontooon 

CiCHORlUM 

Cynara 

Ckbpis 
Spilaktbvs 
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Taraxacum 
MnJi'via 

mar,  crij^a 
Scofymus 
Larauncu/us 
harbaia 
AcmtUa 


Dandelion  Britain 
Endive 

Curled-leav'd  Endive 

French  Artichoke  S.  of  France 

Cardoon  Artichoke  Candia 

*  Spaniih  Hawk-weed  S.  of  France 
Balm-leav'dSpiIanthu5  Ceylon 


M.  Wallcn^  Efq.  1774 


Tanacktum 
Artemisia 


'vulgare 
Abrotanum 
Abfintbium 
Gnaphalium  fatidum 


H.  Eaft.Erq.  1788 

POLTGAMIA     SUPER  FLU  A. 

M.  WaUen>  Efq. 


Xeranthb 

MUM 

Aster 


Bellis 
Tacetes 

Zinnia 
Chrysan- 
themum 

ANTHBMrs 

Achillea 


{-  jpeciofi^mum 


} 


Jruticofus 
chinenfis 
Amellus 
ptrennis 
fatula 
ertSa 
muhiflora 

coroHorium 

nobJis 
millefolium 


Garden  Tanfey 
Southernwood 
Wormwood 
Stron^^-fcented  Ever- 
lafUng 

Shewy  Xeranthemom 

Shrubby  After 
Chinefe  After 
Italian  After 
Field  Daify 
French  Marygold 
African  Marygold 
Red  Zinnia 
Garden  Chryfanthe- 

mum 
Camomile 
Milfoil,  or  Yarrow 


Britain 

S.  of  Europe 

Britain 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

China 

Italy 

Britain 

Mexico 

Mexico 

N.  America 

SicUy 

Britain 
Britain 


H.  Eaft^  Efq.  1788 

H.  Eaft,  E/q,  1775 

REaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
H.  Eaft.  Efq.  1780 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  ijjz 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Mrs.  Dnncomb,  178% 
M.  Wallcn,  Efq. 


POLYGAMIA    FRUSTRANEA. 


Hblianthus 

rudbbckia 
Centavrba 


Calendula 
Arctotis 


Lobelia 
Viola 


Impatibns 


annuus 

inMcut 

tuhtrofus 

laciniata 

birta 

Cyamu 


Common  Sun-flower    Mexico 
Dwarf  Sun-flower 
Jerufalem  Artichoke    Brazil 

Virginia 
American  Sun-flower    Canada 
Blue- bottle  Britain 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 


POLTGAMIA    NECESSARIA. 

officinalis  Garden  Marygold        S*  of  Europe         M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

cakndulacta  Marygold  Ardotis        C.  of  G.  Hope       H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 


Jiphilttica 
odorata 

'var, 
tricolor 
Balfamina 


MONOGAMIA. 

Blue  Cardinal- flower     Virginia 
Sweet  Violet  Britain 

Double-  flower'd  Violet  Brit^ 
Heart's-eafe  oc  Panfies 
Garden  Balfam  Eaft-IndTes 


Monf.  Nodbux,  1789 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1769 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
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Clajfis     XX. 
GYNANDRIA. 


LiMOPORUlf         tuherq/um 

Tanker*uiUia 
EpidendRUM     VaniUa 


D    I  J    N    D    R    I  A.  . 

Tuberous-rooted  Lim.  N.  America 
Cbinefe  Limodorum      China 
Vanilla  S«^>America 


SismiNCHiUM  hrmMdiana 


Passiflora 


rRlANDRIA. 

N.  America 

PBNTANDRI'A. 

nudiformsf  Water  Lemon  Barbadoes 


Arum 

Calla 


aeruUa 


irtbiopica 


Paifion  Flower 


Erazil 


CasVarina         equi/eti/oUa 
Artocarpus       integrtfoHa 


POLTANDRIA. 

Painted  Arum 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

ClaJJis      XXI. 

M    O    N    O    E    C    I    A. 

MONANDRIA. 

Eafl-Indies 
Indian  Jaca  Tree         Bail-Indies 


TrPHA  lattfolia 

Co  IX  LacrymaJiAi 

Phyllanthus  Niruri 


T   R    I    A    N    D 

Large  Reed-mace 
Job's  Tears 
Annual  Phyllanthus 

AND 


R    I    A. 

Britain 
Eaft-Indxes 
Eaft -Indies 


Buxus 
Urtica 

MORUS 


femperviriHS 
Jioica 
urens 
alba 
nigra 
rubra 
papyrtfera 


Au ARANTRUS    meloncboUcus 

tricolor 
cruentus 


R    I    A. 

England 

Britain 

Britain 


E  r  R 

Box-tree 

Common  Nettle 

Lcfler  Nettle 

White  Mulberry  Tree  China 

Common  Mulb.  Tree  Italy 

Red  Mulberry  Tree     Carolina 

Paper  Mulberry  Tree  Japan 

ENTANDRIA, 

Two-colour'd  Amar.  Eaft-Indies 
Three-colour'd  Amar.  Eafl-Indies 
Bloody  Amaranth         Eail-Indics 

•  Hart.  Keuj.  vol.  iii.  p.  316. 
3R  2 


H.  Eaft,Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Thame,  1787 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  178a 


H.  Eaft,  Efq- 
H.£aft«  Efq.  1787 


H.  Eaft,  Efq,  1789 
Lord  Rodney,  178a 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1782 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
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{Arrx.  it 


POLrJlfDRIJ. 


QUBILCUS 

Ilex 

^^•if 

Suber 

• 

rubra 

alba 

Robur 

JvGLANS 

regia 

alba 

nigra 

Fagus 

Caftanea 

pumila 

CORYLUS 

A^vellana 

Platanui 

orientalis 

9ccidentalis 

M 

IPlNVS 

J^hveftris 

finafter 

Pima 

Cembra 

Strobus 

Cedrus 

Larix 

Thuja 

orientalit 

CVPRBSSVS 

Jemptrvirttti 

'var^ftriSa 

horizontalis 

difticha 

juniperoides 

Crotoh 

febifirum 

MOMOHOICA 

Bal/amina 

Cbaratttia 

CVCURBITA 

Pepo 

Mehpepo  , 
Ciirulius 

CUCUMIS 

Melo 

Dudaim 

fati*vus 

Jiexuofui 

Sicros 

angulaia 

Evergreen  Oak-tfee 
Cork  Tree 
Red  Oak-tree 
White  Oak-tree 
Common  Oak-tree 
Walnut  Tree 
White  Hkkery  Tree 
Black  Walnut  Tree 
Chefnut  Tree 
Dwarf  Chefnut  Tree 
Hazel-nut  Tr^e 
Oriental  Plane  iTree' 
American  Plane  Tree 


S.  of  Europe 

S.  of  Europe 

N.  America 

Virginia 

Britain 

Perfia 

N.  AnieiSca 

N.  America 

England 

N.  America 

Britain 

Levant 

T>(.  America 


M0NADBLPHI4. 


Common  Pine  Tree 
Clofter  Pine  Tree 
Stone  Pine  Tree 
Siberian  PIne  Tree 
Weymouth  Pine  Tree 
Cedar  of  Libanon 
White  Larch  Tree 
Chiiiefe  Arbor  Vits 


Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Siberia 

N.  America 

I^eyant 

Germany 

China 


Upright  Cypreis  Tree  Candia 
Spreading  Cypr.  Tree  Candia 
Deciduous  Cypr.  Trtie  N.  America 
African  Cyprefs  Tree  C.  of  G.  Hope 
Tallow-Tree  China 

TNGENESIA. 


India 
Eaft-Indics 


Smooth  Cerafee 

Hairy  Cerafee 

Pumpkin  Gourd 

Squafli  Gourd 

Water  Melon 

Common  Melon 

Apple-ihap'd  Cucum.  Levant 

Common  Cucumber 

Turkey  Cucumber 

Chocho  Vine  America 


S.  of  Europe 


H.Eafl.  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
Mr.  Thame,  1788 
Mr.  Thame,  1788 
M.  Wall^n,  Efij.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1786 
Mr.  Jones,  1786 
Mrs.  Brodbelt 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Eiq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
Mr.  Thatoe,  1775 


M.  Walton,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M«  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
H.  EaU,  Efq.  1788 
REaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 775 

H.  Eaftf  Efq.  177J 
Mr.  Thame,  1786 
Mr.  Salt,  1786 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
John  Ellis,  Efq.  1765 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


Claffis 
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Salix 


Myrica 


Smilax 


POFVLVS 


SCHINVS 


Nov.  Gbn.? 


D      I 


P  a  If -D  a  N  t;  s  od^ratiffmus 


M    O    N    A 

Screw  Pine 


iafyionica 


ceri/era 


ClaJJis    XXII. 
O      E      C      I      A. 

N    D    R    I    A. 

Ceylott 

R    I    A. 

Italy 

D    R    2 


D    1    A    N    D 

Weeping  Willow 

T   E    T    R   A    N 

Candleberry  Myrtle     Caroliiia 

PEiTTANDRIA. 


A. 


Lord  Rodney,  1782 


H.  £aft»  Efq.  1783 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


PiSTACIA 

officinarum 

Piftachia  Tree 

Greece 

H.Eaft,Erq.  1783 

Tirebintbus 

Turpentine  Tree 
Maitick  Tree 

S.  of  Europe 

H.Eaft,  Eiq.  1790 

Lenti/cus 

S.  of  Europe 

H.EafI.Efq.  1789 

Sfikacia 

tiUra€€a 

^warden  Spinage 

Cannabis 

/atrva 

Hemp 

India 

M.  Wallen.  Efq. 

Sarjaparilla 


PdtUmMifttH 


molk 


HEXANVRIA. 

Sariaparilla  America 

OCTANDRIA. 

Tacamahac  Poplar  Tree  Siberia 

DECANDRIA. 
Peruvian  Maftick  Tree    Peru 

c/ajs  XXII  r. 

O    L    Y    G    A    M    1    A. 

MONOECIA. 
Bichy  Tree  •  Guinea 


Z.  Bayly,  Efq.  1765 


K.  Baft,  Efq.  17^1 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 


Tbilminalia 


*  This  Tree  is  noticed  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  his  Natural  Hidory  of  Jamaica,,  as  having  been  im* 
ported  from  the  Coail  of  Guinea,  and  planted  in  the  mountains  of  Liguan^a;  it  dill  continues  to 
grow'  there,  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  South  Side  of  the  Ifland  :  the  following  Chara^ers 
were  taken  from  a  Tree  growing  in  the  Garden,  which  perfe^ed  its  fruit.. 

Hermaphrodite  Flos^ 
Cal.    NuHus. 

Cor.     Monopetala  quinquepartita  infera,  laciniis  ovatis  acutis  craflis  fubvillofis,  ftriatis  patento-eredlis. 
Nefiariom  concavum,  inclwkns  Genhea,  margine  decem-sdentato. 

X  Stam. 
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Tbrminalia 

Catatpa 

Acer 

Pfeudo'Pleaanus 

ruhrum  • 

Mimosa 

fenfiti<ua 

farnefiana 

nilotica 

Lehheck 

Senegal 

Fraxinus 

Ornus 

Ceratonia 

Siliqua    * 

Ficus 

Carica 

E^ft  Indies 
Sycamore  Tree  Britain 

Red  Maple  Virginia 

Senfitive  Plant  Brazil 

Sweet-fcented  Mimofa  E ail- Indies 
Gum  Arabic  Tree        Egypt 
Egyptian  Senfitive     -Egypt 
Gum  Senegal  Tree      Arabia 

D    I    O    E    C    I    A. 

Manna  Afli  Calabria 

TRIOECIJ. 

St.  JohnVbread  Sicily 


Fig-Trec 


S.  of  Europe 


Dr.  Tho,  Clarke,  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

H.Eaft,Efq.  1788 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Lord  Rodney^  1782 
Tho.  Hibberc,  Efq.  1787 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


Cycas 
Phobnix 


circinaUs 
daciyliftra 


Sago  Palm 
Date  Palm-Trce 


M       R. 

£  ail-Indies 
Levant 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


Stam.    Filamenta  decern  breviffima  vel  nulla.     Anthene  didynue  in  orbem  diipofitae  et  extus  Nedarii 
dentibus  coalitae. 

Pi  ST.      Germen  fubrotundum  quinqae-fulcatum  hirfutum.     Stigmata  quinqae  crafla  reilexa  fuboon.- 
torta,  germini  incumbentia. 

Per.       Capfula  magna  fubovata gibbofa,  lenirer  incurvata,  unilocularis,  bivalvis,  futora doHali  promi« 

nente. 
Sem.       Plura  angulata  imbricata,  fingulum  cortice  coriaceo  proprio  obtedam. 

Mafculi  Flares. 
Cal.  &  CoR.  ut  in  Flore  hermaphrodito,  fed  f  majores. 
St  AM.    ut  in  Flore  hermaphrodito. 
PisT.      Germen  nullum.    Stigmatum  quinque  rudimenta  parva  e  medio  Neflarii  orta. 

Arbor  inelegans  ramofa,  cortice  fubfufco  truncus  tegitur ;  folia  habet  altema  pedicellata  Integra 
oblonga  venola  glabra  acuminata,  margine  undulato,  ficca,  laurina,  ad  extremitatem  ramulorunn 
congella ;  pedicellis  utrinque  tumidis  vel  ganglionofis.  Racemi  compoiiti  breves,  plerumque  e  ramis 
majoribus  orti.  Corolla  lutea,  lacinise  fingulas  flriis  tribas  purpureis  intus  notats;  odor  valde  in- 
gratus.  A  Nigritis  in  Jamaica  vocatur  Bichy  vel  Cola,  et  ibi  femina  per  fe  vel  cum  Sale  et  Capiico 
commilla  ad  dolores  ventriculi  pro  remedio  habentur« 
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